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PART FIFTH 
CAMPAIGN IN IRELAND 

1640 



LETTERS LXXXVII— XCVI 

On Tueiday iOih January 1648-9, it is ordered in the 
Commons House, ^That the Post be stayed until tomorrow 
morning, ten of the clock ^ ; and the same afternoon, the King^s 
Execution having now taken place, Edward Dendy, Sergeant- 
at-Arms, with due trumpeters, pursuivants and horse-troops, 
notifies, loud as he can blow, at Cheapside and elsewhere, 
openly to all men. That whosoever shall proclaim a new King, 
Qiarles Second or another, without authority of Parliament, in 
this Nation of England, shall be a Traitor and suffer death. 
For which service, on the morrow, each trumpeter receives < ten 
shillings^ of the puUic mon^, and Sergeant D^idy himself — 
shall see what he will receive.' And all Sheriils, Mayors of 
Towns and suchlike, are to do the same in their respective 
localities, that the fact be known to every one. 

After which follow, in Parliament and out of it, such debat- 
ings, committee-ings, consultings towards a Settlement of this 
Nation, as the reader can in a dim way sufficiently fanc^ for 
himself on considering the two f(^owing fiaurts. 

Firsij That on February 18^ Major Thomas Scott, an 
honourable Monber whom we shall afterwards know better, 

^ C9mm0m Journals, vL 126; Soobell's Acts ami OnUMosuss (London, 1658, 
1657), iL 3. 

VOL. IL A 
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« PART V. CAMPAIGN IN IRELAND [i FEB. 

brings in his Report or Ordinance for a Council of State, to 
be henceforth the Executive among us ; which Council, to the 
number of Forty-one Persons, is thereupon nominated by 
Parliament ; and begins its Sessions at Derby House on the 
17th. Bradshaw, Fairfax, Cromwell, Whitlocke, Harry Marten^ 
Ludlow, Vane the Younger, and others whom we know, are 
of this Council. 

Secondj That, after mudi adjustment and new-modelling, 
new Great Seals, new Judges, SexgeantVmaoes, there comes 
out, on May \9thj an emphatic Act, brief as Sparta, in these 
words : < Be it declared and enacted fay this present Parlia- 
ment, and by the authority of the same : That the People of 
England, and of all the dominions and territories themmto 
belonging, are and shall be, and are hereby constituted, made, 
established and confirmed to be, A Commonwealth oe Fesb- 
State ; and shall from henceforth be governed as a Common- 
wealth and Free-State, — by the Supreme Authority of this 
Nation the Representatives of the People in Parliament, and 
by such as they shall appoint and constitute officers and 
ministers under them for the good of the People ; and that 
without any King or House of Lords.^ ^ — ^What modelling and 
consulting has been needed in the interim, the reader shall 
conceive. 

Strangely enough, among which great national transactions 
the following small fiimily-matters again turn up; asserting 
that they too had right to happen in this world, and keep 
memory of themselves, — and show how a Lieutenant-General^s 
mind, busy pulling-down Idolatrous Kingships and setting-up 
Religious Commonwealths, has withal an idle eldest Son td 
many !-^ 

There occurred < a stick,^ as we saw some time ago,* in this 
Marriage-Treaty : but now it gathers life again ; — and, not to 
agitate the reader^s sympathies overmuch, we will say at once 

* Scobell, iL 30; Cfnmont JowmaU^ 19th May. 

* Letter LVI, voL L p. 306^ 
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that it took effect this time; that Richard Cromwell was 
actually wedded to Dorothy Mayor, at Hursley, on Mayday 
1649 ;^ and, one point fairly settled at last ! — But now mark 
farther how Anne, second daughter of the House of Hursley, 
came to be married not long after to ^ John Dunch of Pusey 
in Berkshire^ ; which Dunch of Pusey had a turn for collecting 
Letters. How Dunch, groping about Hursley in subsequent 
years, found ^Seventeen Letters of Cromwell,^ and collected 
them, and laid them up at Pusey ; how, after a century or so, 
Horace Walpole, likewise a collector of Letters, got his eye 
upon them ; transcribed them, imparted them to dull Harris.' 
From whom, accordingly, here they still are and continue. 
This present fitsdcle of Ten is drawn principally from the Pusey 
stock ; the remainder wiU introduce themselves in due course. 

LETTER LXXXVII 

Colonel Norton, Mear Dick,^ was piuged out by Pride; 
lazy Dick and lazy Frank Russel were both purged out, or 
scared away, and are in the lists of the Excluded. Dick, we 
infer, is now somewhat estranged from Cromwell; probably 
both Dick and Frank : Frank returned ; Dick too, though in 
a fitful manner. And so, there being now no < dear Norton* 
on the spot, the Lieutenant-General applies to Mr. Robinson, 
the pious Preacher at Southampton, of whom we transiently 
heard already ; — a priest and counsellor, and acting as sud^ 
to all parties. 

FOE MT VEST LOVING FRIEND ICH. ROBINSON, PREACHER AT 
SOUTHAMPTON: THESE 

''London^** Ist February 164a 
iSSr, — I thank youjbr your kind Letter. As to the business 

you mention^ I desire to use this plainness with you. 

When the last overture wasj between me and Mr. Mayor ^ by 

the kindness of Colonel Norton^ — (ifter the meeting I had with 
1 NoUe, L 188. • Harrit, p. 504. 
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Mr. Mayer at Famhamy I desired the Colonel {findings as I 
thought^ some scruples in Mr, Mayor\ To know of him whether 
his mind was free to the thing or not. Colonel Norton gave 
me this account j TTuxt Mr. Mayor y by reason qf some matters 
as they then stood^ was not very free thereunto. Whereupon I 
did acquiesce^ submitting to the providence qfGod. 

Upon yovr reviving qfthe business to me^ and your Letter^ 
I think ft to return you this answer^ and to say in plainness qf 
spirit to you : Thaiy upon your testimony qfthe GentlewomarCs 
worthy and the common report qf the piety qf the Family y I 
shall be willing to entertain the renewing qfthe motiony upon 
such conditions as may be to mutual satiffaction. Only I think 
that a speedy resolution will be very convenient to both parties. 
The Lord direct all to His glory. 

I desire your prayers therein ; and resty your very qffeC" 
tionatefiendy OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

* February Ist,' — ^it is Thursday; the Kmg was executed 
on Tuesday : Robinson at Southampton, I think, must have 
been writing at the very time. 

On Tuesday night last, a few hours after the Eing^s 
Execution, Marquis Hamilton had escaped from TVlndsor, 
and been retaken in Southwark next morning, Wednesday 
morning. < Knocking at a door,^ he was noticed by three 
troopers ; who questioned him, detected him ; ^ and bringing 
him to the Parliament Authorities, made 40Z. apiece by him. 
He wiU be tried speedily, by a new High Court of Justice ; 
he and others. 

PASS 

^TO ALL OFFICEIUI AMD SOLDIERS, AMD ALL FEBSOKS WHOM 
^THESB ICAY CONCERN 

< Whereas John Stanley of Dal^arth, in the county of 
< Cumberland, Esquire, hatii subscribed to his Composition, 

* Harris, p. 504 ; one of the seventeen Letters found at Posey. 
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<and paid and seemed his Fine, according to the direction 

* of Parliament : 

^ These are to require you to permit and suffer him and 

< his servants quietly to pass into Dalegarth above-said, with 

* their horses and swords, and to forbear to molest or trouble 
^ him or any of his Family there ; without seizing or taking 

< away any of his horses, or other goods or estate whatsoever ; 
^ and to permit and suffer him or any of his Family, at any 
^time, to pass to any place, about his or their occasions; 
^without offering any injury to him or any of his Family, 
^ either at Dal^arth, or in his or their travels : As you will 

* answer your contempt at your utmost perils, 

< Given under my hand and seal this 2d of February 1648. 

' OLIVER CROMWELL.' ♦ 

Oliver^s seal of < six quarterings ^ is at the top. Of course 
only the seal and signature are specially his: but this one 
Pass may stand here as the sample of many that were then 
drcnlating, — emblem of a time of war, distress, uncertainly 
and danger, which then was. 

The 8d of February is Friday. Yesterday, Thursday, 
there was question in the House of <many Gentiemen from 
the Northern Counties, who do attend about Town to make 
their compositions,^ and of what is to be done with them.^ 
The late business that ended in Preston Fight had made 
many new delinquents in those parts; whom now we see 
painfully vnth pale faces dancing attendance in Goldsmiths^ 
Hall, — ^not to say knocking importimately at doors in the 
gray of the morning, in danger of their life! Stanley of 
Dalegarth has happily got his composition finished, his Pass 
signed by the Lieutenant-General ; and may go home, with 
subdued thankfulness, in a whole skin. Dal^arth Hall is 
still an estate or fieunn, in the southern extremity of Cumber- 

* 'lti&x9(m*% History and Aniiqmiiis of AllirdaU IVard^ Cum^Umd {OaMtt 
1842), p. 2S4. 
^ Commotu/mrmUs, In die* 
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land ; on the Esk river, in the Ravenglass district : not far 
from that small Lake which Tourists go to see under the 
name of Devock Water. Quiet life to Stanley there 1 

LETTER LXXXVIII 

FOE MT VEST WORTHY FBISMD UCHAEI) ICATOB, ESaUISB : THESE 

'^ London/ 12th February 164a 

SiTy — I received some inimaHonsJbrmerbff and by the last 
return from Souihampton a Letter from Mr. Robmson^ cou" 
cemkig the reviving qfihe last year's motion touching my Son 
and your Daughter, Mr. Robinson was also pleased to send 
enclosed in his a Letter from youy bearing date the Bth of this 
instant FAruary^ wherein I find your willingness to entertain 
any good means frr the completing of that business. 

From whence I take encouragement to send my Son to wait 
upon you ; and by him to let you knowj TTuU my desires are^ 
j^ Providence so dispose, very frXl and free to the thing, — if, 
upon an interview, there prove also a freedom in the young 
persons thereunto. What Uberty you wiU give herein, I wholly 
submit to you. 

I thought fit, in my Letter to Mr. Robinson, to mention 
somewhat qf expedi^an ; because indeed I know not how soon I 
may be called into the field, or other occasions may remove me 
from hence; having frr the present some Uberty of stay in 
London. The Lord direct aU to His glory. I rest. Sir, your 
very humble seroant, ^^^^^ CROMWELL.* 

Tliomas Scott is big with the Council of State at present; he 
produces it in the House tomorrow morning, 13th February; 
and the List of actual Councillors, as we said, is voted the 
next day. 

There is also frequent debate about Ireland^ in these 
days, and what is to be done for relief of it ; the Marquis of 

* Harris, p. 505 ; ooe of the Pusey seventeen. 
> CnwtwHlliana, I4tb February, etc. 
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Ormoiid, furnished with a commission from the Prince, who 
now calls himself Charles n., reappeared there last year ; has, 
with endless patience and difficulty, patched-up some kind of 
alliance with the Papists, Nuncio Papists and Papists of the 
Pale ; and so far as numbers go, looks veiy formidable. One 
does not know how soon one < may be called into the field/ 
However, there will several things turn up to be settled first 

ORDER 

On the Saturday 17th February 1648-9, more properly on 
Monday 19th, the Council of State, first met, to constitute 
itself and b^in despatch of business.^ Cromwell seems to 
have been their first President. At first it had been decided 
that they should have no constant President; but after a 
time, the inconveniences of such a method were seen into, and 
Bradshaw was appointed to the office. 

The Minute-book of this Council of State, written in the 
dear old hand of Walter Frost, still lies complete in the State* 
Paper Office ; as do the whole Records of the Committee of 
Both Kingdoms, of the Committee of Sequestrations in Gold- 
smiths^ Hall, and many other Committees and officialities of 
the Period. By the long labour of Mr. Lemon, these waste 
Documents, now gathered into volumes, classed, indexed, 
methodised, have become singularly accessible. Well read, 
the thousandth or perhaps ten-thousandth part of them well 
excerpted, and the nine-hundred-and-ninety-nine parts well 
forgotten, much light for what is really English History 
might still be gathered there. Alas, if the Half-million of 
money, or but the twentieth part of it, wasted in mere 
stupidities upon the old-parchment Record Commission, had 
been expended upon wise labours here ! — But to our ^ Order. 

Sir Oliver Fleming, a most gaseous but indisputable 
historical Figure, of uncertain genesis, uncertain habitat, glides 
through the old Books as < Master of the Ceremonies,^ — 
> Commamt Jaumalst H, 146. 
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mastar of one knows not weU what. In the end of 1648 he 
clearly is nominated * Master of the Ceremonies ^ by Parlia^ 
ment itself; ^ and glides out and in ever after, presiding over 
Dutch Ambassadors,^ < Swedish Ambassadors^ and suchlike, 
to the very end of the Protectorate. A Blessed Restoration, 
of course, relieved him from his labours. He, for the present, 
wants to see some Books in the late Royal Library of St. 
JamesV This scrap of paper still lies in the British Museum: 

'to THB KEEFEE of the UBEAET of ST. JABOES^S 

* These are to will and require you, upon sight hereof, to 

* deliver unto Sir Oliver Fleming, or to whom he shall appoint, 
< two or three such Books as he shall choose, of which there 

* is a double copy in the Library : to be by him disposed **of "^ 

* as there shall be direction given him by the Council. Of 

* which you are not to fail, and for which this shall be your 

* warrant. 

* Given at the Council of State, this 22d day of February 

* 1648. 

^ In the name, and signed by Order of the Council of State 

* appointed by Authority of Parliament, 

'OLIVER CROMWELL 
(' ProHt pro ten^jforey ♦ 

There is already question of selling the late Eing^s goods, 
crown-jewels, plate, and ^ hangings,^ under which latter title, 
we suppose, are included his Pictures, much regretted by 
the British connoisseur at present. They did not come 
actually to market till July next.* 

LETTER LXXXIX 

Reverend Mr. Stafyltok, of whom we heard once before 
In Edinburgh, has been down at Hursley with Mr. Richard ; 

^ 2d November 1643, Cffmm^m/ifuma/s, ilL 299. 

* Additional Ayscough MSS. 12,098. 

* Scobell, Part iL 46, the immense Act of Parliament for tale of them* 
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Miss Dorothy received them with her blushes, with her smiles; 
the elder Mayors with ^ many civilities ^ : and the Marriage- 
treaty, as Mr. Stapylton reports, promises well. 

TO& MY TSRT WORTHY FBIEND RICHAED MAYOR, BSaUIRE : THESE 

" London," 26th February 1648. 

jSSt, — I received yours by Mr. Stapylton ; together with an 
accouni qf the hind reception and the many civilities afforded 
^ to^ ihem^ — especially to my Son^ in the liberty given him to 
wait upon your wortfty Daughter. Tlie report qf whose virtue 
and godliness has so great a place in my hearty thai I think JU 
not to neglect anything^ on my party which may consummate a 
dose qf the business, if God please to dispose the young onef 
hearts thereunto, and other suitable ordering " qf^ affairs 
towards mutual satif/acticn appear in the dispensation qf 
Providence. 

For which purpose, and to the end matters may be brought 
to as near an issue as they are capable qf, — not being at liberty, 
by recaon qfpubUc occasions, to wait upon you, nor your heaith, 
as I understand, permitting it, — I thought JU to send this 
Gentleman, Mr. Stapylton, instructed with my mind, to see haw 
near we may come to an understanding one qf another therein. 
And although I could have wished the consideration qf things 
had been between us two, it being qf so near concernment, — yet 
Providence Jbr the present not aUomng, I desire you to give 
Iwn credence on my behalf. 

Sir, aU things which yourself and I had in conftrence, at 
Famham, do not occur to my memory, through multiplicity qf 
business intervening. I hope I shaU with a very free heart 
testify my readiness to that which may be eapectedjrom me. 

I have no more at present : but desiring the Lord to order 

this affair to His glory and the comfort qfHis servants, I rest. 

Sir, your humble servant, OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

' To Richard Cromwell and him. 

* Harris, p. 505 ; one of the Posey lerenteen : Signatore onlyis in Cromwell's 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



10 PART V. CAMPAIGN IN IRELAND [8mar^ 



LETTER XC 

This Thursday 8th March 1648-9, they are voting and 
debating in a tldn House, hardly above sixty there. Whether 
Duke Hamilton, Earl Holland, Lords Capel, Goring, and Sir 
John Owen, — our old friend < Colonel Owen ^ of Nottingham 
Castle, Jenner and Ashe^s old friend,^ — are to die or to 
live? 

They have been tried in a new High Court of Justice, and 
all found guilty of treason, of levying wcu: against the Supreme 
Authority of this Nation. Shall they be executed ; shall they 
be respited ? The House, by small Majorities, decides ogainH 
the first three; decides in favour of the last; and as to 
Goring, the votes are equal, — ^the balance-tongue trembles, 
< Life or Death ! ' Speaker Lenthal says, Life.* 

Meanwhile, small private matters also must be attended to. 

FOR MY VERY WORTHY FRIEND RICHARD BfAYOR, ESdmRS : THESE 

'' London/' 8th March 1648. 

#SSr, — Yovrs I have received ; and have given Jurther 
instructions to this Bearer ^ Mr. Stapyltony to treat xoith you 
aboiU the business in agitation between your Da/ugJUer and my 
Son. 

I am engaged^ to you Jbr aU your civilities and respects 
already manifested. I trust there will be a right understanding 
between us, and a good conclusion: and though I cannot 
particularly remember the things spoken of at Famham to 
which your Letter seems to refer me, yet I doubt not but I have 
sent the offer of such things now as wiU give mutual satif/aC' 
tion to us both. My attendance upon public affairs will not 
give me leave to come down unto you myself; I have sent unto 
you this Gentleman with my mind. 

I salute Mrs. Mayor j though unknown, with the rest qfyour 
I Letter lxxxii. vol. L p. 394. ' Commons JoumalSt vL 159. * obliged. 
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Famiy. I commit youy with the progress of the Business^ to 
the Lord; and rest^ Sir, your assured JHend to serve youy 

OLIVER OBOMWBLL.* 

On the morrow morning) poor versatile Hamilton, poor 
versatile Holland, with the Lord Capel who the first of all in 
this Parliament rose to complain of Grievances, meet their 
death in Palaceyard. The High Court was still sitting in 
Westminster Hall as they passed through <from Sir Robert 
Cotton^s house.** Hamilton lingered a little, or seemed to 
linger, in . the Hall ; still hopeful of reprieve and fine of 
100,000/.: but the Earl of Denbigh, his brother-in-law, a 
Member of the Coimcil of State, stept up to him ; whispered 
in his ear ; — ^the poor Duke walked on. That is the end of 
all his diplomacies ; his Scotch Army of Forty-thousand, his 
painful ridings to Uttoxeter, and to many other places, have 
all issued here. The Earl of Lanark will now be Duke of 
Hamilton in Scotland : may a better fate await him ! 

Hie once gay Earl of Holland has been ^ converted ^ some 
days ago, as it were for the nonce, — ^poor Earl i With regard 
to my Lord Capel again, who followed last in order, he 
behaved, sajrs Bulstrode, < much after the manner of a stout 
Roman. He had no Minister with him, nor showed any 
sense of death approaching ; but carried himself all the time 
he was upon the scafiPold with that boldness and resolution as 
was to be admired. He wore a sad-coloured suit, his hat 
cocked-up, and his cloak thrown under one arm ; he looked 
towards the people at his first coming up, and put off his hat 
in manner of a salute ; he had a little discourse with some 
gentlemen, and passed up and down in a careless posture.** ^ 
Thus died Lord Capel, the first who complained of Grievances : 
in seven-years time there are such changes for a man ; and 
the first acts of his Drama little know what the last will be ! — 

This new High Court of Justice is one of some Seven or 

* Harris, p. 506 ; one of the seventeen. 

' Wiitlocke, p. 3S0 (iht first of the tw0 pages 380 which there are). 
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Eight that sat in those years, and were greatly complained of 
by Constitutional persons. Nobody ever said that they 
decided contrary to evidence ; but they were not the r^ular 
Judges. They took the Parliaments law as good, without 
consulting Fleta and Bracton about it. They consisted of 
learned Sergeants and other weighty persons nominated by 
the Parliament, usually in good numbers, for the occasion. 

Some weeks hence, drunken Poyer of Pembroke and the 
confused Welsh Colonels are tried by Court Martial ; Poyer, 
Powel, Laughem are found to merit death. Death however 
shall be executed only upon one of them ; let the other two 
be pardoned : let them draw lots which two. ^ In two'of the 
lots was written, Lxfe given by God; the third lot was a 
blank. The Prisoners were not willing to draw their own 
destiny ; but a child drew the lots, and gave them : and the 
lot fell to Colonel Poyer to die.' ^ He was shot in Covent 
Garden ; died like a soldier, poor confused Welshman ; and 
so ended. 

And with these executions, the chief Delinquents are now 
got pimished. The Parliament lays up its axe again ; willing 
to pardon the smaller multitude, if they will keep quiet hence- 
forth. 

LETTER XCI 

FOR MY WOKTHY FRIEND DR. LOVE, MASTER OF BEKET COLLEOB, 



'' London/' 14th March 164& 
<SV, — I understand one Mrs. Nidting is a suitor unto youj 
on the right of her Son, about the renerving of a Lease which 
holds qf yowr College. The old interest I have had makes me 
presume upon yourjavour. I desire nothing but what is just ; 
leaving thai to your judgment ; and beyond which I neither 
now nor at any time shall move. If I doy denial shall be most 
welcome and accepted by^ Sir, your qffictionate servant^ 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 
> Whitlocke^ 2itt Apcfl 1649. * Lansdown Mss. la^ foL 83. 
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This is not the Christopher Love who preached at Uxbridge 
during the Treaty there in 1644; who is now a minister 
in London, and may again come before us ; this is a 
Cambridge < Dr. Love,^ of whom I know nothing. Oliver, as 
we may gather, had befriended him in the old Cambridge 
days; nothing hard had befallen him during the reform of 
that University in 1644. Probably in Baker^s Manuscripts it 
might be ascertained in what year he graduated, where he was 
bom, where buried ; but nothing substantial is ever likely to be 
known of him, — or is indeed necessary to be known. < Mrs. 
Nutting ^ and he were evidently children of Adam, breathing 
the vital air along with Oliver Cromwell; and Oliver, on 
occasion, endeavoured to promote justice and kindness between 
them ; and they remain two ^ shadows of small Names.^ ^ 

Yesterday, Tuesday 18th March, there was question in the 
Council of State about ^ modelling of the forces that are to 
go to Ireland ^ ; and a suggestion was made, by Fairfax pro- 
bably, who had the modelling to do, that they would model 
much better if they knew first under what Commander they 
were to go.' It is thought lieutenant-Greneral Cromwell will 
be the man. 

On which same evening, furthermore, one discerns in a 
faint but an authentic manner, certain dim gentlemen of the 
highest authority, young Sir Harry Vane to appearance one 
of them, repairing to the lodging of one Mr. Milton, < a small 
house in Holbom which opens backwards into lincoln^s Inn 
Helds^; to put an of&cisJ question to him there! Not a 
doubt of it they saw Mr. John this evening. In the ofiBdal 
Book this yet stands legible : 

^Die Martis, 18* Martii 1648.' *That it is referred to 
the same Committee,^ Whitlocke, Vane, Lord Lisle, Earl of 
Denbigh, Harry Marten, Mr. lisle, < or any two of them, to 

> Coopei't Annals t fiL 491 ; Masters's History of Coffus-Christi Colkgi 
(Cambridge, 1753)1 PP* 143*54* — 1^^^ Nattmg, it appears, succeeded (Cambridge 
MS. psn€s me), 

* Order-Book oftk$ Council rf Stats (in the State-Pktper Office), L 86. 
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gpeak with Mr. Milton, to know, Whether he will be employed 
as Secretary for the Foreign Languages ? and to report to the 
Council.'^ I have authority to say, that Mr. Milton, thus 
unexpectedly applied to, consents; is formally appointed on 
Thursday next; makes his proof-shot, ^to the Senate of 
Hamburgh,^ * about a week hence ; — and gives, and continues 
to give, great satisfaction to that Council, to me, and to the 
whole Nation now, and to all Nations ! Such romance lies in 
the State-Paper Office. 

Here, however, is another Letter on the Hursley Business, 
of the same date as Letter xci. ; which must also be read. 
I do not expect many readers to take the trouble of represent- 
ing before their minds the dear condition of ^ Mr. Ludlow^s 
lease,^ of ^ the 250/.,^ <the 150/.^ etc., in this abstruse affidr : 
but such as please to do so, will find it all very straight at last. 
We observe, Mr. Mayor has a decided preference for ^ my ould 
land ^ ; land that I inherited, or bought by common contract, 
instead of getting it from Parliament for Public Services! 
In fact, Mr. Mayor seems somewhat of a sharp man: but 
neither has he a dull man to deal with, — ^though a mudi 
bigger one. 

LETTER XCII 

^< FOB MY WOBTHT FRIEND RICHABD MATOB, ESQUISE, AT 
HUBSLBY : THESE^ 

'^ London/' 14th Maroli 164a 

*S!r, — I received yowr Pa/per hy the Jumds of Mr. StapyUon. 

I desire your leave to return my disscUis/action therewith. I 

shall not need to premise how much I have desired (I hope upon 

the best grounds) to match XBUh you. The same desire still 

^ OrdiT'Book rftis Cou9uil rfStaU (in State-Pftper Office)i L 86 % Todd's L^§ 
€f Milton (London, 1826), pp. 96, 108-123. 

' Stnatus Populusque Angiicanm AmpHnimo CivUatU Hamburgtmis SemUui^ 
Salutem, (In Milton's LUtra S$natm Anglicani^ this first Letter to the 
Hamburgers is not given.) 
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contirmes in mCj if Providence see it JU. BtU I may not he eo 
much wanting to rnyeelf nor family as not to haoe eome equality 
qf conAderaiion towards ii} 

I have two young Dafughtere to bestow^ if God give them 
1^6 and opportunity. According to your Offer, I have nothing 
Jbr them ; nothing ai all in hand. If my Son die, what con- 
eideration is there to mef And yet a jointure parted with *^on 
my ndeT* Hf she die, there is ^on your side ** little ** money 
parted with'^ ; ^even^ if you have an heir male, ^there «** 
but 8,0002., **and^ without time ascertained} 

As Jbr these things ^ indeed^ I doubt not but, by one inter* 
view between you and myself they might be accommodated to 
mtutual satisfaction ; and in relation to these j I think we should 
hardly part, or have many words, so much do I desire a closure 
with you. But to deal freely with you: the settling qf the 
Manor qf Hursley, as you propose it, sticks so much with me, 
ffuU eit?ier I understand you not, or else it much JaUs my 
expectation. As you offer it, there is 4002. per annum charged 
upon it. For the 1502. to your Lady, Jbr her life, as a 
jointure, I stick not at that : but the 2502. per annum until 
Mr. Ludloui*s Lease eocpires, the tenor whereof I know not, and 
so much qfthe 2502. per annum cu exceeds thai Lease in annual 
value Jbr some time also q/ier the expiration qf the scad Leased 
— give such a maim to the Manor ofHursley as indeed renders 
the rest qfthe Manor very inconsiderable. 

Sir, if I concur to deny myself in point qf present moneys, 
as also in the other things mentioned, as (xforesoAd, I may and 
do expect the Manor ofHursley to be settle without any charge 
upon it, after your decease, saving your Lady^s jointure qf 

^ *it' it not the £unily, bat the match. 

" See Letter Lvx. voL L p. 306. 

* ' Ludlow't Lease/ etc. is not very plain. The ' tenor of Ludlow's Lease ' is 
still less known to ns than it was to die Lieutenant-General 1 Thus much is 
clear : aso^ 150S400 pounds are to be paid off Hursley Manor by Richard and 
his Wife, which gives a sad ' maim ' to it When Ludlow's Lease fisdls in, there 
will be some increment of benefit to the Manor ; but we are to derive no advan- 
tage from that, we are still to pay the surplus ' for some time after.' 
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160/. per annum, — which if you sJiotdd think ^ to increasey 
I should fwt stand upon it. Your own Estate is best known to 
you: but surely your personal Estate, bemg free for you to 
dispose, wiUf with some small matter of addition, beget a near- 
ness of equality, — if I hear well Jrom others. And if the 
difference were not very considerable, I should not insist upon U. 
What you demand of me is very high in aU points. I am 
willing to settle as you desire in everything; saving Jbr main- 
tenance iOOl. per annum, 800i per annum.^ / would have 
somewhat free, to be thanked by them for. The 800t per 
annum of my eld land ^fbr a jointure, afier my Wife's decease, 
I shall settle ; and in the mean time ^ a like sum'" out of other 
lands at your election : and truly. Sir, if thai be not good, 
neither xoiU any lands, I doubt. I do not much distrust, your 
principles in other things have acted* you towards confidefice. 
You demand in case my Son have none issue male but only 
daughters, then the " CromweU ^ Lands in Hantshire, Monmouth- 
and Gloucestershire to descend to these daughters, or else 8,000Z. 
apiece. Thefrst would be most unequal ; the latter " also " is 
too high. They will be weU provided for by being inheritrixes 
qf their Mother; and I am wUling ^ that"^ 8,0002. apiece be 
charged upon those lands ^fbr them.^ 

Sir, I cannot but wUh very many thanks acknowledge your 
good opinion of me and of my Son ; as also your great civilities 
towards him; and your Daughter's good respects, — whose 
goodness, though known to me only at a distance and by the 
report qf others, I much value. And indet ^^%U causeth me so 
cheerfully to deny myself as I do in the pt {t qf moneys, and 
so willing^ to comply in other things. Bui if I should not 
insist as above, I should in a greater measure than xoere meet 

^ Means, in its desperate haste : *ezcept that instead of 400/. per annum for 
maintenance, we must say 300^' 

' Better than Parliament-land, thinks Mayor 1 OIiTer too prefers it for his 
Wife ; but thinks all land will have a chance to go, if that go. 

* actuated or impelled. 
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deny both my own reason and the advice qf fnyjriende ; which 
I may not do. Indeedy Sity I have not closed with a fatr 
greaier Offer qf estate ; hU those raiher to fie here : I hope I 
have not been wanOng to Providence in this. 

I have made m/self plain to you. Desiring you wUl make 
my Son the messenger qfyour pleasure and resolution herein as 
speedily as wUh conveniency you may^ I take leax)ey and rest^ 
your affectionate servant^ 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 

I desire my service may be presented to your Lady and 
Daughters.* 

On the morrow, which is Thursday the ISth, day also of 
John Milton^s nomination to be Secretary, Lieutenant-Greneral 
Cromwell was nominated Commander for Ireland ; satisfactory 
appointments both. 



LETTER XCIII 

Ths Lieutenant-General is in hot haste today; sends a 
brief Letter ^ by your Kinsman,^ consenting to almost every- 
thing. — ^Mayor, as we saw before, decidedly prefers ^ my ould 
land ^ to uncertain Parliamentary land. Oliver (see last Letter) 
offered to settle the 800/. of jointure upon his old land, after 
lus Wife^s decease ; he now agrees that half of it, 150/., shall 
be settled directly out of the old land, and the other half out 
of what Parliamentary land Mayor may like best. — ^The 
Letter breathes haste in every line; but hits, with a firm 
knock, in CromwdPs way, the essential nails on their head, as 
it hurries on. 

* Your Sansman,^ who carries this Letter, turns out by and 
by to be a Mr Barton; a man somewhat particular in his 
ways of viewing matters; unknown otherwise to all men. 
The Lieutenant-Greneral getting his Irish Appointment con- 

* Huiisy p. 507 ; DYinch't Pusqr serenteen. 
VOL. n. B 
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firmed in Parliament, and the conditions of it settled,^ is 
naturally very busy. 



V0& MY WO&THY VUSKD BICHABD MAYOR, BSaUHUE, AT H17BSLEY : 

THESB 

'' London," 25th Marcli 1649. 

Sir, — You fvUl pardon the brevity qf these lines; the haste I 
am in, by reason qf businessj occasions it. To testify the 
earnest desire I have to see a happy period to this Treaty 
between us, I give you to understandy 

TTuU I agree to 150/. per annum out qf the 800/. per 
annum qf my old land Jbr your Daughter'^s jointure, and the 
other 150/. where you please. ^* Jlso"^ 400/. Jbr present 
maintenance where you shaU choose; either in Hantshire, 
Gloucester' or Monmouthshire. Those lands *^to be^ settled 
upon my Son and his heirs male by your Daughter ; and in 
case qf daughters, only S,000/. a-piece to be charged upon 
those lands. 

" On the other hand^ 400/. per annum Jree,^ to raise 
portions Jar my two daughters. I expect the Manor qfUtarsley 
to be settled upon your DauglUer and her heirs, the heirs qf 
her body. Your Lady a jointure qf 150/. per annum out 
qf it. For compensation to your younger Daughter, I agree 
to leave it in your power, (ffler your decease, to charge it with 
as much as wiU buy-in the Lease qf the Farm at AUington^ by 
a just computation. I expect, so long as they ^ the young 
couple'^ live with you, their diet, as you expressed; or in case 
qf voluntary parting ^Jrom you^ 150/. per annum. " You 
are to give ^ 8,000/. in case you have a Son ;^ to be paid m 

^ Cromwelliana, p. 54 ; Commms Journals ^ etc 

* Means, 'shall be settled on Richard and his Wife, that I may be left free.' 

' < Ludlow's Lease/ 1 fiemcy. Anne Mayor, *yottr jroonger Daughter,' married 
Dunch of Pnsey ; John Dundi, to whom we owe these seventeen Letters. See 
also Letter 27th August 1657. 

* Grandson, i.:\ in the next sentence ' die ' means more properly Uvi. 
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txpo years next JbUommg, In case yaw Daughter die withotd 
issuCy — 1,000/. wUhin six months " of the marriage.'^ 

Sir, if this satif/i/y I desire a speedy resolution. I should 
the rather desire so because qf whai your Kinsman can satif^ 
you in. The Lord Ness you and your Family y to whom I 
desire my ejections and service may be presented. I resty your 
humble seroanty ^^^^^ osOMWELL.* 

Tour Kmsman can in part satisfy you what a multiplicity 
of business we are in: modelling tiie Army for Ireland; — 
which indeed is a most delicate dangerous operation, full of 
difficulties perhaps but partly known to your Kinsman ! 

For, in these days, John Lilbum is again growing very 
noisy; bringing out Pamphlets, EnglancTs New Chains Dis- 
covtredy in several Parts. As likewise TTie Hunting qf the 
Foxes from Triphe Heath to Whitehall by Five Small 
BeagieSy^ — the tracking out of Oliver Cromwell and his 
Grandees, onward from their rendezvous at Royston or 
Triploe, all the way to their present lodgment in Whitehall 
and the seat of authority. < Five small Beagles,^ Five voci- 
ferous petitionary Troopers, of the Levelling species, who for 
their high carriage and mutinous ways have been set to < ride 
the wooden horse ^ lately. Do military men of these times 
understand the wooden horse ? He is a mere triangular ridge 
or roof of wood, set on four sticks, with absurd head and 
tail superadded ; and you ride him bare-backed, in face of the 
workl, frequently with muskets tied to your feet, — ^in a very 
uneasy manner! To Lieutenant-Colonel Lilbum and these 
small Beagles it is manifest we are getting into New ChamSy 
not a jot better than the old; and certainly Foxes ought 
to be hunted and tracked. Three of the Beagles, the bat- 
nosed and loudest-toned, by names Richard Overton, William 
Walwyn, Thomas Prince, — these, with Lieutenant- Colonel 
Lilbum, huntsman of the pack, are shortly after this lodged 

* Harris, p. 508 ; one of the seTenteen. 
^ GiTcn in Samtn Tracts, fL 44-6a 
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in the Tower ; ^ < committed to the Lieutenant,^ to be in mild 
but safe keeping with that officer. There is, m fact, a very 
dangerous leaven in the Army, and in the Levelling Public at 
present, which thinks with itself: Grod^s enemies having been 
fought down, chief Delinquents all pimished, and the Godly 
Party made triumphant, why does not some Millennium 
arrive? 

LETTER XCIV 

< Compensation,^ here touched upon, is the ^compensation 
to your younger Daughter ^ mentioned in last Letter ; burden 
settled on Hursley Manor, < after your decease,^ ^to buy-in 
the Lease of Allington Farm/ Mayor wants it another way ; 
which < seems truly inconvenient,^ and in brief cannot be. 

FOR MY WOKTHY FRIEND RICHARD MAYOR, BSaUIRE, AT HURSLEY : 

THESE 

''London/' 30th March 1649. 

iSSr, — I received yours qf the %Sih instant. I derire the 
matter qf compensation may be as in my last to you. You 
propose another way ; which seems to me truly inconvenient. 

I have agreed to all other things, as you take me, and that 
rightly, repeating particulars in your Paper. The Lord dispose 
this great Business (great between you and me)Jbr good. 

You mention to send by the Post on Tkiesday.^ I shall 
speed things here as I may. I am designed for Ireland, which 
wiU be speedy. I should be very glad to see things settled 
bffbre I go, if the Lord zeUl. My service to aU your Family. 
I rest. Sir, your affectionate servant, 

"OLIVER CROMWELL.*'^ 

^ 27th March, nth April 1649 (Commms Jowmals^ in diebns). 
* The 30U1 of March it Friday ; Tuesday is the 3d of ApriL 
'^ Harris* p. SoS. 
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LETTER XCV 

Who the Lawyer, or what the * arrest' of him is, which 
occasions new expense of time, I do not know. On the 
whole, one b^ins to wish Richard well wedded; but the 
settlements do still a little stick, and we must have patience. 

FOR MY WORTHY FBIEND UCHABD BfAYOR, BSaUIRB, AT BJJBSLKT I 

THESE 

'' London/' eth April 1649. 

Sir, — / received yowr Papers enclosed in tfour Letter; 
although I know not haw to make eo good use qf them as 
otherwise might have been, to have saved expense qftme, \f the 
arrest qfyour Lawyer had notJnUen out at this time. 

I conceive a draughty to your satisfaction, by your own 
Lawyer, would have saved much time ; which to me is precious. 
I hope you zoitt send some ^* one ^ up, perjkctly instructed. I 
shaU endeavour to speed what is to be done on my part ; not 
knowing how soon I may be sent down towards my charge for 
Ireland. And I hope to perform punctudOy with you. 

Sir, my Son had a greai desire to come down and wait upon 
your Daughter. I perceive he minds that more than to attend 
to business here.^ I should be glad to see him settled, and aU 
thmgs finished before I go. I trust not to be wanting therrin. 
The Lord direct aU our hearts into His good pleasure. I rest. 
Sir, your qffectionate servant, 

OLIVES CBOMWELL. 

My service to your Lady and Fcuimly.* 

There is much to be settled before I can ^ be sent down to 

my charge for Ireland.** The money is not yet got; — and 

the Army has ingredients difficult to model. Next week, a 

Parliamentary Committee, one of whom is the Lieutenant* 

^ The dog I * Harrii, p. 509. 
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General, and another is Sir Harry Vane, have to go to the 
City, and try if they will lend us 1S0,000Z. for this business. 
Much speaking in the Guildhall there, in part by Cromwell.^ 
The Qty will lend; and now, if the Army were once modelled, 
and ready to march ! — 

LETTER XCVI 

Hebe, at any rate, is the end of the Mcuriage-treaty, — ^not 
even Mr. Barton, with his peculiar ways of viewing matters, 
shall now delay it long. 

FOB MY WOBTHT FBIEND BICHABD IfAYOB, ESaUIBE : THESE 

'' London/' 15tli April 1649. 

iSSr, — Your Kinsman Mr. Barton and mt/self, repairinff to 
our Counselfjbr the perfecting qf this Business so much con- 
ceming uSy did^ upon Saturday this 15th qf April, draw our 
Counsel to a meeting: where, upon consideration had qf my 
Letter to yourself eacpressing my consent to particular s, which 
^ Letter " Mr. Barton brought to your Counsel Mr. Hales qf 
UncohCs Inn;^ — tyinm the reading that which expresseth the 
way qfyour settling Hursley, your Kinsman expressed a sense 
qf yours contrary to the Paper in my hand, as also to that 
under your hand qf the 9,%th qf Marchy which was the same as 
mine as to thai particular. 

In ' thai which I myself am, to do, I know nothing qf doubt, 
but do agree it all to your KinsmarCs satisfaction. Nor is 
there much material difference ** between us^ save in this, — 
wherein both my Paper sent by you to your Counsel, and yours 
qf the itSih, do in all literal and all equitable construction 

* I2th April 1649, Newspapers (in Cramwemana^ p. 55). 

* « Hales' is the future Judge Hale. 

' A mere comma here, instead of new paragraph ; greatly obscuring the sense : 
— ' as to that particular, and I know nothing of doubt in that which I am to doe, 
hot doe agree itt all,' etc 
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agrecy viz. : To settle an Estate in Jee-nrnple upon your 
DatughteTy after your decease ; which Mr. Barton ctffirms not 
to be your meamingy — although he has not (as to me)Jbrmerly 
made this any objection ; nor can the words bear U ; nor have 
I anything more considerable in lieu qf what I part with than 
this. And I have appealed to yours or any Counsel in England^ 
whether ii be not just and equal that I insist thereupon. 

And this misunderstandingy — if ii be yoursy as ii is your 
KinsmarCsy — put a stop to the Business ; so thai our Counsel 
could not proceedy until your pleasure herein were known. 
Wherefore ii was thought JU to desire Mr. Barton to have 
recourse to you to know your mind; Tie alleging he had no 
authority to understand that expression sOy but the contrary ; 
— which was thought not a little strange, even by your own 
Counsel 

I con/ess I did apprehend we should be incident to mistakes, 
treating at such a distance ; — although I may take the boldness 
to sayy there is nothing expected Jrom me but I agree to ii to 
your KinsmarCs sense to a tHHe. 

Sh-y I desired to know whai commission your Kinsman had 
to help this doubt by an expedient ; — who denied to have any ; 
but did think ii were better for you to part with some money y 
and keep the power in your own hand a^ to the landy to dispose 
ihereqf as you should see cause. Whereupon an overture was 
madSy and himself and your Counsel desired to draw it up; the 
effect whereof this enclosed Paper coniains. And although I 
should not like change qf agreements y yet to show how much I 
desire the perfecting qfthis BusinesSy if you like thereof (though 
this be Jar the worse bargain)y I shall submit thereunto ; your 
Counsel thinking thai things may be settled this way with more 
deamess and less intricacy. TTiere is mention made qf 9002. 
per annum to be reserved: but ii comes to but about 800/. ; my 
lands in Glamorganshire being but little above 400/L per annum ; 
and the ^other^ 400Z. per annum out qf my Manor %n 
Gloucester^ and Monmouthshire. I wish a clecar understanding 
may be between us ; truly I would not willingly mistake. De^ 
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iirifng to wait upon Providence in this BustnesSy I reet, Str, 
your affectionate Jriend and servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 

I desire my service may be presented to your Lady and 
Daughters.* 

This 18 the last of the Mairiage-treaty. Mr. Barton, 
whom ^no Coiinsel in England* could bade, was of course 
disowned in his over-zeal ; the match was concluded ; solon- 
nised 1st May 1649.^ 

Richard died 12th July 1712, at CSieshunt, age 86 ;' his 
Wife died 5th January 1676-6, at Hursley, and is buried 
there, — where, even after Richard^s Deposition, and while he 
travelled on the Continent, she had continued to reside. In 
pulling down the old Hursley House, above a century since, 
when the Estate had passed into other hands, there was found 
in some crevice of the old walls a rusty lump of metal, 
evidently an antiquity; whidi was carried to the new Pro- 
prietor at Winchester ; who sold it as ^ a Roman weight,* for 
what it would bring. YHien scoured, it turned out, — or is 
said by vague Noble, quoting vague ^Vertue,* ^Hughes*s 
Letters,* and ^Ani. Soc^ (Antiquarian Society), to have turned 
out, — ^to be the Great Seal of the Commonwealth.' If the 
Antiquaries still have it, let them be chary of it. 



THE LEVELLERS 

While Miss Dorothy Mayor is choosing her wedding- 
dresses, and Richard Cromwell is looking forward to a life of 
Arcadian felicity now near at hand, there has turned up foi 
Richard*s Father and other parties interested, on the public 

♦ Harris, p. 509. » Noble, L 188. • Ihid, i. 176, 188. 

' Ibid, L 195. Bewildered Biography of the Mayors, * Bdajors or Maijors,' 
ibid. iL 43^-40. 
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side of things, a matter of very different complexion, requiring 
to be instantly dealt with in the interim. The matter of the 
class called Levellers; concerning which we must now say a 
few words. 

In 1647, as we saw, there were Army Adjutators; and 
among some of them wild notions afloat, as to the swift 
attainability of Perfect Freedom civil and religious, and a 
practical Millennium on this Earth ; notions which required, 
in the Rendezvous at Corkbush-field, ^ Rendezvous of Waie^ 
as they oftenest call it, to be very resolutely trodden out. 
Eleven chief mutineers were ordered from the ranks in that 
Rendezvous ; were condemned by swift Court-Martial to die ; 
and Trooper Amald, one of them, was accordingly shot there 
and then; which extinguished the mutiny for that time. 
War since, and Justice on Delinquents, England made a Free 
Commonwealth, and suchlike, have kept the Army busy : but 
a deep republican leaven, working all along among these men, 
breaks now again into very formidable development. As the 
following brief glimpses and excerpts may satisfy an attentive 
reader who will spread them out, to the due expansion, in his 
mind. Take first this glimpse into the dvil province; and 
discern, with amazement, a whole submarine world of Calvin- 
istic Sansculottism, Five-point Charter and the Rights of Man, 
threatening to emeige almost two centuries before its time ! 

<The Council of State,' says Whitlocke,^ just while Mr. 
Barton is boggling about the Hursley Marriage-settlements, 
^has intelligence of certain Levellers appearing at St. Margaret's 
Hilly near Cobham in Surrey, and at St. Greorge's Hill,' in the 
same quarter : * that they were digging the ground, and 
sowing it with roots and beans. One Everard, once of the 
Army, who terms himself a Prophet, is the chief of them ' : 
one Winstanley is another chief. ^They were Thirty men, 
and said that they should be shortly Four-thousand. They 
invited all to come in and help them; and promised them 
meat, drink, and clothes. They threaten to puU down park 
> 17th April 1649, p. 384. 
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pales, and to lay all open ; and threaten the neighbours that 
they will shortly make them all come up to the hills and 
work.^ These infatuated persons, banning a new era in this 
headlong manner on the chalk hills of Surrey, are laid hold of 
by certain Justices, * by the country people,' and also by * two 
troops of horse ^; and complain loudly of such treatment; 
i^pealing to all men whether it be fair.^ This is the account 
they give of themselves when brought before the Greneral some 
days afterwards: 

< Jpnl iOth, 1649. Everard and Winstanley, the chief of 
tiiose that digged at St. Greorge's Hill in Surrey, came to the 
Greneral and made a large declaration, to justify their proceed- 
ings. Everard said. He was of the race of the Jews,^ as most 
men, called Saxon and other, properly are; ^That all the 
liberties of the People were lost by the coming in of William 
the Conqueror ; and that, ever since, the People of Gkxl had 
lived under tyranny and oppression worse than that of our 
Forefathers under the Egyptians. But now the time of 
deliverance was at hand ; and God would bring His People 
out of this slavery, and restore them to their freedom in 
enjoying the firuits and benefits of the Earth. And that there 
had lately appeared to him, Everard, a vision ; which bade 
him. Arise and dig and plough the Earth, and receive the 
fruits thereof. That their intent is to restore the Creation 
to its former condition. That as God had promised to make 
the barren land fruitful, so now what they did, was to restore 
the ancient Community of enjoying the Fruits of the Earth, 
and to distribute the benefit thereof to the poor and needy, 
and to feed the hungry and clothe the naked. That they 
intend not to meddle with any man's property, nor to break 
down any pales or enclosures,' in spite of reports to the 
contrary ; * but only to meddle with what is common and 
untilled, and to make it fruitful for the use of man. That 

^ King's Pamphlets, small 4to. no. 427, § 6 (Declaration of the bloody and 
unchristian Acting of William Star, etc in opposition to those that dig upon 
George-Hill in Surrey) ; id, no. 418, § 5, etc. 
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the time wiU suddenly be, when all men shall willingly come 
in and give up their lands and estates, and submit to this 
Community of Goods.^ 

These are the principles of Everard, Winstanley, and the 
poor Brotherhood, seemingly Saxon, but properly of the race 
of the Jews, who were found dibbling beans on St. Greorge^s 
Hill, under the clear April skies in 1649, and hastily bringing 
in a new era in that manner. ^ And for all such as will come 
in and work with them, they shall have meat, drink, and 
dothes, which is all that is necessary to the life of man : and 
as for money, there is not any need of it ; nor of clothes more 
than to cover nakedness.* For the rest, * That they will not 
defend themselves by arms, but will submit unto authority, 
and wait till the promised opportunity be offered, which they 
conceive to be at hand. And that as their forefathers lived 
in tents, so it would be suitable to their condition now to live 
in the same. 

* While they were before the General, they stood with their 
hats on ; and being demanded the reason thereof, they said. 
Because he was but their fellow-creature. Being asked the 
meaning of that phrase. Give honour to whom honour is due, 
— ^they said. Your mouths shall be stopped that ask such a 
question.* * 

Dull Bulstrode hath * set down this the more largely because 
it was the beginning of the appearance * of an extensive level- 
ling doctrine, much to be < avoided* by judicious persons, 
seeing it is < a weak persuasion.* The germ of Quakerism 
and much else is curiously visible here. But let us look now 
at the military phasis of the matter ; where * a weak persua- 
sion * mounted on cavaky horses, with sabres and fire-arms in 
its hand, may become a very perilous one. 

Friday ftOth April 1649. The Lieutenant-General has 

consented to go to Ireland ; the City also will lend money ; 

and now this Friday the Council of the Army meets at 

Whitehall to decide what regiments shall go on that service. 

^ Whitlocke, p. 384. 
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* After a solemn seeking of God by prayer,^ they agree that it 
shall be by lot: tickets are put into a hat, a child draws 
them : the r^ments, fourteen of foot and fourteen of horse, 
are decided on in this manner. * The officers on whom the 
lot fell, in all the twenty-eight regiments, expressed much 
cheerfulness at the decision.^ The officers did: — ^but the 
common men are by no means all of that humour. The 
common men, blown upon by lilbum and his five small 
Beagles, have notions about England^s new Chains, about the 
Hunting of Foxes from Triploe Heath, and in £surt ideas 
concerning the capability that lies in man and in a free 
Commonwealth, which are of the most alarming description. 

Thursday Z6th April. This night, at the BuU in Bishops- 
gate, there has an alarming mutiny broken out in a troop of 
Whalley^s regiment there. Whalley^s men are not allotted 
for Ireland : but they refuse to quit London, as they are 
ordered; they want this and that first, they seize their 
colours from the Comet, who is lodged at the Bull there . — 
the Greneral and the Lieutenant- Greneral have to hasten 
thither ; quell them, pack them forth on their mardi ; seizing 
fifteen of them first, to be tried by Court-Martial. Tried by 
instant Court-Martial, five of them are found guilty, doomed 
to die, but pardoned ; and one of them. Trooper Lockyer, is 
doomed and not pardoned. Trooper Lockyer is shot, in Paulas 
Churchyard, on the morrow. A very brave young man, they 
say ; though but three-and-twenty, ^ he has served seven yean 
in these Wars,^ ever since the Wars began. ^ Religious ^ too, 
^ of excellent parts and much beloved ^; — ^but with hot notions 
as to human Freedom, and the rate at which the millenninnw 
are attainable, poor Lockyer ! He fiedls shot in Paulas Church- 
yard on Friday, amid the tears of men and women. Paulas 
Cathedral, we remark, is now a Horse-guard ; horses stamp in 
the Canons^ stalls there : and Paulas Cross itself, as smaddng 
of Popery where in fact Alablaster once preached flat Popery, 
is swept altogether away, and its leaden roof melted into 
bullets, or mixed with tin for culinary pewter. Lockyer^t 
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corpse is watched and wept over, not without prayer, in the 
eastern regions of the City, till a new week come ; and on 
Monday, this is what we see advancing westward by way of 
funeral to him. 

* About one hundred went before the Corpse, five or six in a 
file ; the Corpse was then brought, with six trumpets sounding 
a soldier^s knell ; then the Trooper^s Horse came, clothed all 
over in mourning, and led by a footman. The Corpse was 
adorned with bundles of Rosemary, one half stained in blood ; 
and the Sword of the deceased along with them. Some thou- 
sands followed in rank and file : all had seagreen-and-black 
Ribbon tied on their hats and to their breasts: and the women 
brought up the rear. At the new Churchyard in Westminster, 
some thousands more of the better sort met them, who thought 
not fit to march through the City. Many looked upon this 
funeral as an ai&ont to the Parliament and Army; others 
called these people * Levellers ^ ; but they took no notice of 
any one^s sayings.^ ^ 

That was the end of Trooper Lodcyer: six trumpets wailing 
stem music through London streets ; Rosemaries and Sword 
half-dipt in blood ; funeral of many thousands in seagreen 
Ribbons and black : — ^testimony of a weak persuasion now 
looking somewhat perilous. Lieutenant-Colonel Lilbum and 
his five small Beagles, now in a kind of loose arrest under the 
Lieutenant of the Tower, make haste to profit by the general 
emotion; publish on the 1st of May ' ihsk' < Agreement of the 
People,^ — their Bentham-Sieyes Constitution ; Annual very 
exquisite Parliament, and other Lilbum apparatus ; whereby 
the Perfection of Human Nature will with a maximum of 
rigidity be secured, and a millennium straightway arrive, sings 
the Lilbum Oracle. 

Mojf 9tti. Richard Cromwell is safe wedded; Richard^s 

Father is reviewing troops in Hyde Park, * seagreen colours in 

some of their hats."* The Lieutenant-Greneral speaks earnestly 

to them. Has not the Parliament been diligent, doing its best? 

1 Whitlocke, p. 385. * Whidocke's date, p. 385. 
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It has punished Delinquents ; it has voted, in these very days, 
resolutions for dissolving itself and assembling future Parlia- 
ments.^ It has protected trade ; got a good Navy afloat. You 
soldiers, there is exact payment provided for you. Martial 
Law ? Death, or other punishment, of Mutineers ? Well i 
Whoever cannot stand Martial Law is not fit to be a soldier . 
hi» best plan will be to lay-down his arms ; he shall have his 
ticket, and get his arrears as we others do, — ^we that still mean 
to fight against the enemies of England and this Cause.' — One 
trooper showed signs of insolence; the Lieutenant-General sup- 
pressed him by rigour and by clemency ; the seagreen ribbons 
were torn from such hats as had them. The humour of the 
men is not the most perfect This Review was on Wednesday : 
lilbum and his five small Beagles are, on Saturday, committed 
dose Prisoners to the Tower, each rigorously to a cell of his 
own. 

It is high time. For now the flame has caught the ranks 
of the Army itself, in Oxfordshire, in Gloucestershire, at 
Salisbury where head-quarters are; and rapidly there is, on 
all hands, a dangerous conflagration blazing out. In Oxford- 
shire, one Captain Thompson, not known to us before, has 
burst from his quarters at Banbury, with a party of Two- 
hundred, in these same days ; has sent forth his Enghn^s 
Standard Advanced; ' insisting passionately on the New Chains 
we are fettered with ; indignantly demanding swift perfection 
of Human Freedom, justice on the murderers of Lockyer and 
Amald ; — ^threatening that if a hair of Lilbum and the five 
small Beagles be hurt, he will avenge it * seventy-and-seven 
fold.* This Thompson's Party, swiftly attacked by his Colonel, 
is broken within the week ; he himself escapes with a few, and 
still roves up and down. To join whom, or to communicate 
with Gloucestershire where help lies, there has, in the interim, 
open mutiny, ^ above a Thousand strong,' with subalterns, with 

* 15th April 1649, Commons Joumab, 

' Newspapers (in Cromwellitma^ p. 56). 

* Gifcn ki Walker's Uittaiy of IndepaUkmy^ part ii. i68| daUd 6U1 Miqr* 
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a Comet Thompson brother of the Captain^ but without any 
leader of mark, broken out at Salisbury: the General and 
Lieutenant-Greneral, with what force can be raised, are hasten- 
ing thitherward in all speed. Now were the time for Lieutenant- 
Colonel Lilbum; now or never might noisy John do some 
considerable injury to the Cause he has at heart : but he sits, 
in these critical hours, fast within stone walls ! 

Monday \4tih May. All Sunday the Greneral and Lieu- 
tenant-General marched in full speed, by Alton, by Andover, 
towards Salisbury; the mutineers, hearing of them, start 
northward for Buckinghamshire, then for Berkshire ; the 
General and lieutenant-Gkneral turning also northward after 
them in hot chase. The mutineers arrive at Wantage ; make 
for Oxfordshire by Newbridge ; find the Bridge already seized ; 
cross higher up by swimming ; get to Burford, very weary, and 
* turn out their horses to grass ^ ; — ^Fairfax and Cromwell still 
following in hot speed, *a march of near fifty miles ^ that 
Monday. What boots it P there is no leader, noisy John is 
sitting fast within stone walls ! The mutineers lie asleep in 
Burford, their horses out at grass ; the Lieutenant-General, 
having rested at a safe distance since dark, bursts into Burford 
as the clocks are striking midnight. He has beset some 
hundreds of the mutineers, * who could only fire some shots 
out of windows ^ ; — ^has dissipated the mutiny, trodden down 
the Levelling Principle out of English affairs once more. Here 
is the last scene of the business ; the rigorous Court-Martial 
having now sat; the decimated doomed Mutineers being 
placed on the leads of the Church to see : 

Tkurfday VI ih May. ^ Tliis day in Biurford Churchyard, 
Comet Thompson, brother to Thompson the chief leader, was 
brought to the place of execution ; and expressed himself to 
this purpose: That it was just what did befall him; that 
Gtxl did not own the ways he went ; that he had offended 
the Greneral : he desired the prayers of the people ; and told 
the soldiers who were appointed to shoot him, that when he 
held out his hands, they should do their duty. And accord- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



88 PART V. CAMPAIGN IN IRELAND [17 BlAY 

ingly he was immediately, after the sign given, shot to death. 
Next after him was a Corporal, brought to the same place of 
execution; where, looking upon his fellow-mutineers, he set 
his hsick against the wall ; and bade them who were appointed 
to shoot, ^^ Shoot 1 ^ and died desperately. The third, being 
also a Corporal, was brought to the same place ; and without 
the least acknowledgment of error, or show of fear, he pulled 
off his doublet, standing a pretty distance from the wall ; and 
bade the soldiers do their duty ; looking them in the face till 
they gave fire, not showing the least kind of terror or fear- 
fulness of spirit.^ — So die the Leveller Corporals ; strong they, 
after their sort, for the Liberties of England ; resolute to the 
Ytsry death. Misguided Corporals! But History, which has 
wept for a misguided Charles Stuart, and blubbered, in the 
most copious helpless manner, near two centuries now, whole 
floods of brine, enough to salt the Herring-fisheiy, — ^will not 
refuse these poor Corporals also her tributary sigh. With 
Amald of the Rendezvous at Ware, with Lockyer of the Bull 
in Bishopsgate, and other misguided martyrs to the Liberties 
of England then and since, may they sleep well 1 

Comet Dean, who now came forward as the next to be 
shot, ^ expressed penitence ^ ; got pardon fix)m the General : and 
there was no more shooting. Lieutenant-General Cromwell 
went into the Church, called down the Decimated of the 
Mutineers; rebuked, admonished; said. The Greneral in his 
mercy had forgiven them. Misguided men, would you ruin 
this Cause, which marvellous Providences have so confirmed to 
us to be the Cause of Grod P Go, repent ; and rebel no more, 
lest a worse thing befall youl ^They wept,^ says the old 
Newspaper ; they retired to the Devizes for a time ; were then 
restored to their regiments, and marched cheerfully for Ireland* 
— Captain Thompson, the Comeths brother, the first of all the 
Mutineers, he too, a few days afterwards, was fallen-in with in 
Northamptonshire, still mutinous : his men took quarter ; he 
himself ^ fled to a wood ^ ; fired and fenced there, and again 
desperately fired, declaring he would never yield alive ; — ^where- 
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upon ^a Corporal with seven bullets in his carbine^ ended 
Oiptain Thompson too ; and this formidable conflagration, to 
the last glimmer of it, was extinct. 

Sansculottism, as we said above, has to lie submerged for 
almost two centuries yet. Levelling, in the practical civil or 
military provinces of English things, is forbidden to be. In 
the spiritual provinces it cannot be forbidden ; for there 
it everywhere already is. It ceases dibbling beans on St. 
Greorge^s Hill near Cobham ; ceases galloping in mutiny across 
the Isis to Burford ; — takes into Quakerisms, and kkigdoms 
which are not of this world. My poor friend Dryasdust lament- 
ably tears his hair over the ^ intolerance^ of that old Time to 
Quakerism and suchlike. If Dryasdust had seen the dibbling 
on St. Greorge^s Hill, the threatened fall of < park pales,^ and 
the gallop to Biurford, he would reflect that Conviction in an 
earnest age means, not lengthy Spouting in Exeter-Hall, but 
rapid silent Practice cm the face of the Earth ; and would 
pca^ps leave his poor hair alone. 

On Thursday night, 17th of the month, the General, Lieu- 
tenant-General, and chief Officers arrive at Oxford ; lodge in 
All-Souls College ; head-quarters are to be there for some days. 
Solemnly welcomed by the reformed University ; bedinnered, 
bespeeched; made Doctors, Masters, Bachelors, or what was 
suitable to their ranks, and to the faculties of this reformed 
University. Of which high doings, degrees and convocation- 
dinners, and eloquence by Proctor Zanchy, we say nothing, — 
being in haste for Ireland. This small benefit we have from 
the business: Anthony Wood, in his crabbed but authentic way, 
has given us biographical sketches of all these Graduates ; bio- 
graphies very lean, very perverse, but better than are commonly 
going then, and in the fisLtal scardly not quite without value.^ 

t Wood's Aihina^ iT. (FasH^ U. 137-155): the Gradnates of Saturday 19th 
May 1649, are, Fairfax^ p. 148 ; CrwnwtU^ P* 152 ; Colonels Scropt^ Grosvenor, 
SirHardress Walkr^ IngoltUby^ Harrism^ Gpff, OJksy; Adjutant-General Sedascue» 
Scoutmaster Rowe : and of Monday 21st, Lieutenant-Colonel CodSef, p. 140 ; 
John Rnshworth, Comet /cfycf, P* I33 :— of whom those marked here in Italics 
have biographies worth looking at for an instant 

YOL.II. O 
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Neither do we speak of the thanking in the House of 
Commons ; or of the general Day of Thanksgiving for Londcni) 
which is Thursday the 7th June (the day for England at large 
being Thursday Slst),^ — and of the illustrious Dinner which 
the City gave the Parliament and Officers, and all the Digni- 
taries of England, when Sermon was done. It was at Grocers^ 
Hall, this City dinner; really illustrious. Dull Bulstrode, 
Keeper, or one of the Keepers, of the Commonwealth Great 
Seal, was there, — ^Keeper of that lump of dignified metal, found 
since all rusiy in the wall at Hursley: and my Lord of 
Pembroke, an Earl and Member of the Council of State, 
* speaking very loud,^ as his manner was, insisted that illustrious 
Bulstrode should take place above him. I have given place to 
Bishop Williams when he was Keeper ; and the Commonwealth 
Great Seal is as good as any King'^s ever was ; — ^illustrious 
Bulstrode, take place above me : so ! ' ^ On almost every dish 
was enamelled a bandrol with the word Welcome. No music 
but that of drum and trumpet^ no balderdash, or almost none, 
of speedi without meaning ; ^ no drinking of healths or other 
incivility ^ ; — drinking of healths ; a kind of invocation ctr 
prayer, addressed surely not to God, in that humour ; probably 
therefore to the Devil, or to the Heathen gods; which is ofien- 
sive to the well-constituted mind. Four-hundred pounds were 
given to the Poor of London, that they also might dine.' — 

And now for Bristol and the Campaign in Ireland. 



LETTERS XCVII— CII 

Tuesdo!/ lOih Jvly 1649. 'This evemng, about five of 
the dock, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland b^an his joum^ ; 
by the way of Windsor, and so to Bristol He went forth in 
that state and equipage as the like hath hardly been seen ; 
himself in a coach with six gallant Flanders mares, whitish 

> C&mwumjowmah^ s6th May 1649. * WhiUocke, p. 391. 

* Newspapers (in Cr9mm€Uia$u^ pp. 59, 60). 
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gray ; divers coaches accompanying him ; and very many great 
Officers of the Army ; his Lifeguard consisting of eighty 
gallant men, the meanest whereof a Commander or Esquire, in 
stately habit ; — with trumpets sounding, almost to the shaking 
of Charing Cross, had it been now standing. Of his Lif^uard 
many are Colonels ; and, believe me, it ^s such a guard as is 
hardly to be paralleled in the world. And now have at you, 
my Lord of Ormond ! You will have men of gallantry to 
encounter ; whom to overcome will be honour sufficient, and 
to be beaten by them will be no great blemish to your reputa- 
tion. If you say, Cassar or Nothing : they say, A Republic 
or Nothing. The Lord Lieutenants colours are white.^ ^ 

Tims has Lord-Lieutenant Cromwell gone to the Wars in 
Ireland. But before going, and while just on the eve of going, 
he has had the following, among a multiplicity of other 
businesses, to attend to. 

LETTER XCVII 

Barnabas CBbyen, Sixth Earl of Thomond, Twentieth- 
and-odd King of Thomond, a very ancient Irish dignitary of 
the Limerick regions, whom it was still worth while to con- 
ciliate, has fallen into ^ straits,^ distresses ; applies to the Lord 
Lieutenant to help him a little. The Lord Lieutenant thinks 
his case good; forwards it with recommendation to Harrington, 
of the Council of State, the proper official person in such 
matters. Note, this is by no means Harrington of the Ocecma^ 
this ^Sir James^; this is Member (^ recruiter ^) for Rutland- 
dure, and only a distant cousin of the OceanaV 

What the Earl of Thomond^s case was, as we have not seen 
the 'enclosed^ statement of it, shall remain somewhat vague to 
us. Thomond had not joined the Irish Massacre in 1641 : 
but neither would he join against it ; he apologised to the 
Emg^s Lieutenant on that occasion, said he had no money, no 
force ; retired with many apologetic bows into England to the 
King himself; leaving his unmoneyed Castle of Bumratty to 
^ Newspapen (in Crmrtwiiiiana, p. 62). 
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the Eing^s Lieutenant, — ^who straightway found some 2,0002. 
of good money lying hidden in it, and cheerfully appropriated 
the same. I incline to think, it may be for this Two-Thousand- 
and-odd pounds, to have it acknowledged as a debt and allowed 
on the Earl of Peterborough's estate, that the poor Earl, * in 
the modesty of his desires,^ b now pleading. For he has been 
in active Royalist services since that passive one ; in Ormond 
Wars, cessations, sequestrations, is a much-mulcted, impover- 
ished man. And as for the Earl of Peterborough his son-in- 
law, he was one of poor Earl Holland^s people in that fatal 
futile rising of St. Neot^ last year ; and is now wandering in 
foreign parts, in a totally ruined condition. Readers who are 
curious may follow the indications in the note.^ Earl 
Thomond'^s modest desire was allowed. Bimratty Castle, where 
that 2,000Z. was found ^ buried in the walls,^ is now quite 
deserted by the Thomonds; is now <the largest Police-Barrack* 
in those limerick regions. 

^ FOE THE HONOURABLE SIR JAMES HARRINGTON, KNIGHT, OF THE 
COUNCIL OF STATE : THESE ^ 

" London/' Oth July 1649. 

SiTy — You see by this Enclosed^ how great damage the Earl 
qf Thomond hath suetamed by these TVoubleSy and what etraiis 
he and his Jamily are reduced unto by reason thereof. You 
see the modesty qf his desires to be such as may well merit con- 
sideration. I am confident J that which he seeks is not so much 
for advantage qfhimselfy as out qf a desire to preserve his son* 
in-law the Earl qf Peterborough's Jbrtune andjamilyjrom ruin. 

If the result qf thejavour qf the House JaB upon him^ al- 
though but in this way^ if^s very probable it wQl oblige his 
Lordship to endeavour the peace and quiet qfthis Commonwealth. 
Which will be no disservice to the State ; — perhaps qf more 

^ Ladlow, L 21 ; Whitlocke (2d edit)« p. 420, see also p. 201 ; Ccmmsm 
Journals^ vL 279, 445 (x 5th August 1649 and 23d July 1650) ; Collins's Purt^^ 
IL 316 ; etc. etc. 
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advantage than the extremity of his Fine, Besides^ you 
ehawing your readiness to do a good office herein mU very 
nrnch obUge^ SUtj your affectionaJte servant^ 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

LETTER XCVIII 

HsBB likewise is a Letter which the Lord Lieutenant, in 
still greater haste, now in the very act of departing, has had 
to write,— on behalf of his * Partner' or fellow Member for 
Cambridge ; which likewise the reader is to glance at, before 
going: 

FOB THE HONOUBABLB WHUAU LBMTHAIX, ESaunUI 

'' London,- lOth July 1649. 
StTy — I beseech youj upon that score qfJavouTj if I be not 
too bold to caU it friendship^ which I have ever had from you^ 
let me desire you to promote my Partner'*s humble suit to (he 
House; and obtain^ as frr as possibly you may^ some just 
satisfaction Jbr him. I know his sufferings fryr the PubUc have 
beengreaty besides the loss of his calling by his attendance here. 
His iiffections have been true and constant ; andy I believCy his 
decay greai in his Estate. It mU be justice and charity to 
him ; and I shaU acknowledge it as a frivour to, your most 
humble servanty 

OLIVER CROMWELL.^ 
» 

John Lowry, Esquire, is Oliver'^s fellow Member for Cam* 
bridge. What Lowry's * losses,' * estate,' * calling,' or history 
in general were, remains undiscoverable. One might guess that 
he had been periiaps a lawyer, some call him a * chandler' or 
trader,^ of Puritan principles, and fortune already easy. He 
did not sit in the short Parliament of 1640, as Oliver had 

* Tanner Mss. (in Gary, iL 150). 

t Harris, p. 516]; Harleian mss. no. 6988 -collated, and exact. 

^ Cooper's Amtais 9/ CmmM4e$. 
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done ; Oliver's former * Partner,' one Meautys as we mentioned 
already, gave place to Lowry when the new Election happened. 

Lowiy in 1645 was Mayor of Cambridge. Some contro- 
versy as to the Privileges of the University there, which was 
now reformed according to the Puritan scheme, had arisen 
with the Town of Cambridge: a deputation of Cambridge 
University men, with *Mr. Vines' at their head, comes up 
with a Petition to the House of Commons, on the 4th of 
August 1645 ; reporting that they are like to be aggrieved, 
that the * new Mayor of Cambridge will not take the customary 
oaths,' in respect to certain privileges of the University ; and 
praying the House, in a bland and flattering way, to protect 
them. The House answers : ^ Yours is the University which 
is under the protection of this House'; Oxford, still in the 
King's hands, being in a very unreformed state : ^ this House 
can see no learning now in the Kingdom but by your eyes ' ; 
—certainly you shall be protected ! — Counter-Petitions come 
from Lowiy and the Corporation : but we doubt not the 
University was protected in this controversy, and Gown made 
good against Town.^ What the controversy specially was, or 
what became of it, let no living man inquire. Lowry here 
vanishes into thick night again, nowhere reappears till in this 
Letter of Cromwell's. 

Letter written, as its date bears, on the very date when he 
set out towards Bristol, to take the command in Ireland, ^ 10th 
July 1649, about five in the afternoon.' In some Committee- 
room, or other such locality, in the thick press of business, 
Lowiy had contrived to make his way to the Lord lieutenant, 
and tx) get this Letter out of him. Which indeed proved very 
helpful. For on that day week, the 17th of July 1649, we 
find as follows : < The humble Petition of John Lowry, Esquire, 
was this day read. Ordered, That the sum of Three-hundred 
pounds be allowed unto the said Mr. John Lowry, for his 
losses in the said Petition mentioned ; and that the same be 
diarged upon the revenue : and the Committee of Revenue 
^ See (Umm^HS /mmaiSf tL 229, 241. 
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are authorised and appointed to pay the same : and the same 
IS espedallj recommended to Sir Henry Vane, Senior, to take 
care the same be paid accordingly,'* ^ — ^which we can only hope 
it was, to the solace of poor Mr. Lowry, and the ending of 
these discussions. 

Ten years later, in Protector Richard^s time, on Friday SSd 
July 1659, a John Lowry, Esquire, now quite removed from 
Cambridge, turns up again ; claiming to be continued * Cheque 
in Ward in the Port of London,^ — ^which dignity is accordingly 
assured him till * the first day of October next.^ ' But whether 
this is our old friend the Mayor of Cambridge, and what kind 
of provision for his old age this same Chequeship in Ward 
might be, is unknown to the present Editor. Not the fiEtintest 
edio or vestige henceforth of a John Lowry either real or even 
possible. The rest — gloomy Night compresses it, and we have 
no more to say. 

LETTER XCIX 

Matob of Hursley, with whom are the young Couple, is 
connected now with an important man; he has written in 
behalf of < Major Long ^ ; for promotion as is likely. The im- 
portant man does not promote on the score of connexion ; and 
mildly signifies so much. 

lOB UT VEBT LOVING BBOTHEB RICHABD MATOB, XSaUIBE, AT 
HUBSLEY: THESE 

Bristol, lOth July 1649. 
Lovinff Brother^ — I received your Letter by Major Long; 
and do in answer thereunto according to my best understandings 
with a due consideration to those gentlemen who have abid the 
brunt of the service. 

I am very giad to hear qf your weybre^ and thai our 
children have so good leisure to make a journey to eai cherries : 
— if's very excusable in my Daughter ; I hope she may have a 
> See C^mm^m Jmmals^ tL 2612. ' Ibid. tIL 727. 
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very good pretence Jbr UI I assure you, Sir^ I wish her very 
well; and I believe she knows U. I pray you teU herjrom me^ 
I expect she writes q/ien to me; by which I shaU understand 
how cm your Family dothy and she wiU be kept in some exercise. 
I have delivered my Son up to you; and I hope you wUl 
counsel hkn : he wiU need it ; and indeed I believe he Wees well 
what you say^ and will be advised by you. I wish he may be 
serious ; the times require iL 

I hope my Sister^ is in health ; to whom I desire my very 
hearty affections and service may be presented; as also to my 
Cousin Ann^ to whom I wish a good husband. I desire my 
affkctions may be presented to all your Family ^ to which I wish 
a blessing Jrom the Lord. I hope I shaU have your prayers in 
the Business to which I am called. My Wifiy I trust j wiU be 
with you before it be long, in her way towards Bristol. — «S!r, 
discompose not your thoughts or Estate Jbr what you are to 
pay me. Let me know wherein I may comply with your occa- 
sions and mindy and be confident you wiU find me to you as 
your own heart. 

Wishing your prosperity and contentment very sincerely y with 
the remembrofnce of my love, I rest, your affectionate brother 
and servant, OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

Mayor has endorsed this Letter : ^ Received S7th July 1649, 
per Messenger express from Newbuiy.^ He has likewise, says 
Harris, jotted on it ^ some shorthand,^ and * an accoimt of his 
cattle and sheep.^ — ^Who the * Major Long^ was, we know not : 
Cromwell undertakes to * do^ for him what may be right and 
reasonable, and nothing more. 

Cromwell, leaving London as we saw on Tuesday evening 
July 10th, had arrived at Bristol on Saturday evening, which 
was the 14th. He had to continue here, making his prepara- 
tions, gathering his forces, for several weeks. Mrs. Cromwell 
means seemingly to pass a little more time with him before he 

> Mn. Mayor. * Miss Mayor, afterwards Mrs. Dunch of Pusey. 

* Harris, p. 510 : no. 8 of the Posey seventeoL 
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go. In the end of July, he quits Bristol ; moving westward 
by Tenby^ and Pembroke, where certain forces were to be 
taken up, — ^towards Milford Haven ; where he dates his next 
Lettersi just in the act of sailing. 

LETTER C 

The new Lord Lieutenant had at first designed for Munster, 
where it seemed his best chance lay. Already he has sent some 
r^;iments over, to reinforce our old acquaintance Colonel, now 
Lieutenant-Greneral Michael Jones, at present besieged in 
Dublin, and enable him to resist the Ormond Army there. 
But on the Sd of August an important Victory has turned up 
for Jones : surprisal, and striking into panic and total rout, ol 
the said Ormond Army ;* which fortunate event, warmly recog- 
nised in the following Letter, clears Dublin of siege^ and opens 
new outlooks for the Lord Lieutenant there. He sails thither- 
ward; from Milford Haven, Monday August 18th. Ireton, 
who is Major-General, or third in command, Jones being second, 
follows with another division of the force, on Wednesday. Hugh 
Peters also went ; and ^ Mr. Owen '* also, for another chaplain. 

The good ship John is still lying in Milford waters, we 
suppose, waiting for a wind, for a turn of the tide. * My Son ^ 
Richard Cromwell, and perhaps Richard'^s Mother, we may 
dimly surmise, had attended the Lord Lieutenant thus fieur, to 
wish him speed on his perilous enterprise ? 

^ for mt loviko bkotheb sichard kator, esauire, at 
hubsley: these'' 

'' Milford Haven/' From Aboard the John, 
Idth August 1649. 

Lovimff Brother, — / could not sat^fy myself ^ ^^^^ ^^^ 

^ At Tenby ad August, Commons foumalst vi. 277. 

* Rout at Rathmines or Bagatiath : Onnond's own Account of it, in Ckrte's 
Ormond Papers^ iL 403, 407-" : Jones's Account, in Caiy's MimariaU^ ^ I59- 
162. Owimms Journals^ tL 378 (14th August 1649)* 
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opportuniby by my Son of writmg to you; espedaSy there 
being 90 hie and great an occasion qfacguamtmg you with the 
happy news I received Jrom lAeutenant-General Jones yesterday. 

The Marquis of Ormond besieged Dublin with Nineteen' 
thousand men or thereabouts ; Seven-thousand Scots and Three- 
thousand more were cammg to ^join him tn^ thai work. 
Jones issued out of Dublin with Four-thousand foot and 
Twelve-hundred horse; haih routed this whole Army; killed 
about Four-thousand upon the place; taken S,517 prisonerSy 
dbaoe Three-hundred ^^ of them ^ officerSj some of great quality} 

This is an astonishing mercy ; so great and seasonable that 
indeed we are like them thai dreamed. Whai can we say! 
The Lordjm our souls with thankfulness^ thai our mouths may 
be fuU of His praise^ — and our lives too ; and grant we may 
never forget His goodness to us. TTiese things seem to 
strengthen our faith and love^ against more difficuU times. 
SiTy pray for me^ Thai I may walk xoorthy qf the Lord in aU 
that He hath called me unto I — 

/ have committed my Son to you ; pray give hkn advice. I 
envy him not his contents ; but I fear he should be swallowed 
up in them. I would have him mind and understand Business^ 
read a little History^ study the Maihematics and Cosmography: 
— tiiese are goody with subordination to the things qf God. 
Better than Idleness y or mere outward worldly contents. These 
JUfbr Public services^ for which a man is bom. 

Pardon this trouble. I am thus bold because I know you 
lave me; as indeed I do youy and yours. My love to my dear 
Sistery and my Cousin Ann your Daughiery and aU Friends. 
I resty Siry your loving brothery ^^^^^ CROMWELL. 

*^ P.S.'^ Siry I desire you not to discommodate yourself 
because qf the money due to me. Your welfare is as mine : 
and therefore let me knowyfrom time to timCy what wiU cofi- 

' The round nnmbers of this account have, as is usual, come over greatly 
exaggerated (Carte, ubi supra). * Sendees useful to all men. 
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venience you m any Jbrbecvrance ; I shall answer you in t^ 
and be ready to accommodate you. And therefore do your 
other business ; let not this hinder.^ 

Of Jones and his Victory, and services in Ireland, there 
was on the morrow much congratulating in Parliament : revival 
of an old Vote, which had rather fallen asleep, For settling 
Lands of a Thousand Pounds a-year on him ; and straightway, 
more special speedy Vote of ^ Lands to the value of Five- 
hundred Pounds a-year for this last service'; — ^which latter 
Vote, we hope, will not fall asleep as the former had done.^ 

LETTER CI 

Same date^ same conveyanca 

TO HY BELOVED DAU6HTEB DOROTHY CBOMWELL, AT HUBSLET • 

THESE 
From Aboard the John, Idth Aug. 1649. 
My dear Daughter^ — Your Letter was very welcome to me. 
I Wee to see anything from your hand ; because indeed I stick 
not to say I do entirely love you. And therefore I hope a 
word of advice zoiU not be unwelcome nor unacceptable to thee. 

I desire you both to make it above all things your business 
to seek the Lord: to be Jrequently callmg upon Him^ thai He 
would manifest Himself to you in His Son ; and be listening 
what returns He makes to youj — ^ffr He wiU be speaking in 
your ear and in your hearty if you attend thereunto. I desire 
you to provoke your Husband likewise thereunto. As Jbr the 
pleasures qf this Life^ and outward Business^ let thai be upon 
the bye. Be above all these things^ by Faith in Christ ; and 
then you shall have the true use and oomfhrt of them, — and not 
otherwise.^ I have much satisfaction in hope your spirit is this 

* Forster's StaUsntsn of the Commcnwealih, tv. 267 : From certain Mss. of 
Lord Nugent't. 

^ Commons Journals^ tL 278, 281 (I4th» i8th August 1649). 

* How true b this ; equal, in its obsolete dialect, to the highest that man has 
yet attained to, in any dialect old or new 1 
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way set ; and I desire you may grow in grace^ and in ihe 
knowledge qf our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and that I 
may hear thereof. The Lord is very near: which we see by 
His wonder/id works : and therefore He looks thai we of this 
generation draw near to Him. This late great Mercy of 
Ireland is a great manifestation thereof. Your Husband irtfi 
acquaint you with U. We should be much stirred up in our 
spirits to thankfulness. We much need the spirit of Christy to 
enable us to praise Godjbr so admkrcible a mercy. 

The Lord bless thee, my dear Daughter. I rest, thy loving 

^^^9 OLIVER CROMWELL. 



« 



' P.S.'^ I hear thou didst lately miscarry. Prithee take 
heed of a coach by aU means ; borrow thy Father'^s nag when 
thou intendest to go abroad.^ 

Is the last phrase ironical ; or had the ^ coach,^ in those 
ancient roads, overset, and produced the disaster? Perhaps 
* thy Father^s nag ' is really safer ? Oliver is not given to irony ; 
nor in a tone for it at this moment. These gentle domesticities 
and pieties are strangely contrasted with the fiery savagery and 
iron grimness, stem as Doom, which meets us in the next set 
of Letters we have from him ! 

On the second day following, on the 16th of August,* 
Cromwell with a prosperous wind arrived in Dublin ; * where,' 
say the old Newspapers, ^ ^ he was received with all possible 
demonstrations of joy; the great guns echoing forth their 
welcome, and the acclamations of the people resoimding in 
every street. The Lord Lieutenant being come into the City, 
— ^where the concourse of the people was very great, they all 
flocking to see him of whom before they had heard so much, 
— at a convenient place he made a stand,' rising in his 
carriage we suppose, ^ and with his hat in his hand made a 

* Fonter, !v. 268 : From certain M8S. of Lord Nogent's. 

> Carte, u. 83. * In Kimber, Ufe pf CrommtU {JjcxAa^ 1724), p. I90C 
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speech to them.** Speech unfortunately lost: it is to this 
effect ; ^ That as God had brought him thither in safety, so 
he doubted not but by Divine Providence to restore them all 
to their just liberties and properties,^ much trodden down by 
those unblessed Papist-Royalist combinations, and the injuries 
of war: *and that all persons whose hearts^ affections were 
real for the carrying on of this great work against the 
barbarous and bloodthirsty Irish and their confederates and 
adherents, and for propagating of Christ^s Grospel and estab- 
lishing of Truth and Peace, and restoring of this bleeding 
Nation of Ireland to its former happiness and tranquillity, — 
should find favour and protection firom the Parliament of 
England and him, and withal receive such rewards and 
gratuities as might be answerable to their merits/ * This 
Speech,^ say the old Newspapers, * was entertained with great 
applause by the people ; * who all cried out, ^ We will live and 
die with you ! '^ ' 

LETTER CII 

Sni Geobgs Ayscough, now vigilantly cruising on those 
coasts, * Vice- Admiral of the Irish Seas,"^ who has done good 
service more than once, — ^he ought not to suffer in his private 
economics by absence on the Public Service. 

^ FOE THE HONOURABLE WILIlABf LENTHALL, ESQUIEE, SPEAKER OF 
THE PARLIAMEMT : THE^ " 

Dublin, 22d August 1648. 

iSSr, — Bffbre my conAngJbr Ireland^ I was bold to maoe the 
House en behalf qf Sir George Ayscough ; who then I thought 
had merited thejuvofuir qfthe ParUamentj but mmce^ much more, 
by his very^fiiiihftd and industrious carriage in this place* 

It seems f whilst he is attending your servicey a Lease he holds 
qf the Deanery qf Windsor had like to be purchased aoer his 
heady he not coming to buy ii himself by the time limited. He 
holds a very considerable part qf his estate in Ckurch-leases ; 
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one or more beinff in Impropriate TUheSj which he and his 
ancestors have held Jbr a good time : all which is like to deter- 
miney and go from him and hiSy by your Orders. 

IJbund the Pa/rliament well to resent the motion I made on 
his behalf ai that time. I desire you please to revive the busi- 
ness ; and to obtain the House's favour for him, which they 
intended and expressed. He wiU, I presume^ herewith send his 
humble desires ; Jbr which I beg your Juriherance ; and rest, 
SiTy your most humble servant^ 

OLIVBR CROMWELL.* 

Ayscough is a Lincolnshire man. Last year, in the time of 
the Revolted Ships, he stood true to the Parliament; and 
brought his own ship off to them, in spite of perils. Serves 
now under Blake ; is fast rising as a Sea-officer. The Lord 
lieutenant^s request in behalf of him has already been com- 
plied with.^ 

A DECLARATION BY THE LORD LIEUTENANT 
OF IRELAND 

Michael Joneses Dublin Army, like all Armies hitherto in 
Ireland, is of a quite unsatisfactory structure, of habits and 
practices quite unsatisfactory. The Lord Lieutenant is busy 
modelling it; rearranging it under new and more capable 
Officers ; above all, clearing it of bad men : an Irish friend 
informs us, < There hath been an huge purge of the Army which 
we found here : it was an Army made up of dissolute and 
debauched men.**' 'The Officers reduced are not a little 
discontented,^ writes another friend : but the public service so 
requires it. Officers and men, and all Ireland, are to know 

* Tanner Mss. (in Cary, ii. 163). 

^ Commons Journals^ 8th August 1649 (tL 276) ;— cee ib. 9th July 1649 (<a 
which day moit probably, the day of Thomond's Letter too, Cromwell had been 
* moving the House ' for him). Whitlocke (2d edition), p. 317. 

* Newspaper Letter, in King's Pamphlets, small 4to, na 439, § 7 : another, 

a.|23. 
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that henceforth it is on a new footing we proceed. Here is a 
Declaration, l^ble on such market-crosses, church-doors and 
the like, as we have access to ; well worth attending to in a 
distracted seat of war. 



< THIS DECLARATION IS APPOIKTED TO BE PRINTED, AND PUBLISHED 

* THROUGHOUT ALL IRELAND: BY SPECIAL DIRECXION FROM 

< OLIVER CROMWELL. 

* Whereas I am informed that, upon the inarching out 
^ of the Armies heretofore, or of parties from Garrisons, a 

* liberty hath been taken by the Soldiery to abuse, rob and 
^ pillage, and too often to execute cruelties upon the Country 
^ People : Being resolved, by the grace of God, diligently and 
^ strictly to restrain such wickedness for the future, 

^ I do hereby warn and require all Officers, Soldiers, and 

< others under my command, henceforth To forbear all such 
' evil practices as aforesaid ; and Not to do any wrong or 
^ violence toward Coimtry People, or persons whatsoever, un- 
^ less they be actually in arms or office with the Enemy ; and 
^ Not to meddle with the goods of such, without special order. 

^ And I farther declare. That it shall be tree and lawful 

< to and for all manner of persons dwelling in the country, 
^ as well gentlemen and soldiers, as farmers and other people 

* (such as are in arms or office with or for the Enemy only 
^ excepted), to make their repair, and bring any provisions 

* unto the Army, while in march or camp, or unto any Gar- 
^ rison under my command : Hereby assuring all such. That 

< they shall not be molested or troubled in their persons or 

* goods ; but shall have the benefit of a free market, and 

* receive ready money for goods or commodities they shall so 
^ bring and sell : And that they, behaving themselves peace- 
^ ably and quietly ; and paying such Contributions propor- 

* tionately with their neighbours, as have been, are, or shal] 
^ be duly and orderly imposed upon them, for maintenance 

< of the Parliament's forces and other public uses, — shall have 
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^ free leave and liberty to live at home with their families and 
^ goods ; and shall be protected in their persons and estates 

* by virtue Hereof, until the 1st of January next : By or 

* before which time, "1st of January next,^ all such of them as 

* are minded to reside, and plough and sow, in the " Army's "^ 
^ quarters, are to make their addresses, for now and farther 

* protections, to the Attorney-General, residing at Dublin, 
^ and to such other persons as shall be authorised for that 
^ purpose. 

^ And hereof I require all Soldiers, and others under my 

* command, diligently to take notice and observe the same : 

* as they shall answer to the contrary at their utmost perils. 

* Strictly charging and commanding all Officers and others, 
^ in their several places, carefully to see to it That no wrong 

* or violence be done to any such person as aforesaid, contrary 
^ to the effect of the premises. Being resolved, through 
^ the grace of God, to punish all that shall offend contrary 

* hereunto, very severely, according to Law or Articles of 
^ War ; to displace, and otherwise punish, all such Officers as 
^ shall be found negligent in their places, and not to see to 
^ the due observance hereof, or not to punish the offenders 
^ under their respective commands. 

< Given at Dublm, the S4th of August 1649. 

OLIVER CROMWELL* 



IRISH WAR 

The history of the Irish War is, and for the present must 
continue, very dark and indecipherable to us. Ireland, ever 
since the Irish Rebellion broke out and changed itself into 
an Irish Massacre, in the end of 1641, has been a scene 
of distracted controversies, plunderings, excommimications, 
treacheries, conflagrations, of universal misery and blood and 
* King's PamphleUi small 4to, no. 439, | 25. 
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bluster, such as the world before or since has never seen* The 
History of it does not form itself into a picture ; but remains 
only as a huge blot, an indiscriminate blackness ; which the 
human memory cannot willingly charge itself with! There 
are Parties on the back of Parties ; at war with the world 
and with each other. There are Catholics of the Pale, 
demanding fireedom of religion ; and my Lord This and my 
Lord That. There are Old-Irish CaUiolics, under Pope^s 
Nundos, under Abbas OTTeague of the excommunications, 
and Owen Roe O'^Neil; — demanding not religious freedom 
only, but what we now call ^ Repeal of the Union ^ ; and 
unable to agree with the Catholics of the English Pale. 
Then there are Ormond Royalists, of the Episcopalian and 
mixed creeds, strong for King without Covenant : Ulster and 
other Presbyterians, strong for King and Covenant : lastly, 
Michael Jones and the Commonwealth of England, who want 
neither King nor Covenant* All these, plunging and tumbling, 
in huge discord, for the last eight years, have made of Ireland 
and its affairs the black unutterable blot we speak of. 

At the date of Oliver^s arrival, all Irish Parties are united 
in a combination very unusual with them ; very dangerous for 
the incipient Commonwealth. Ormond, who had returned 
thither with new Commission, in hopes to cooperate with 
Scotch Hamilton during the Second Civil War, arrived too 
late for that object; but has succeeded in rallying Ireland 
into one mass of declared opposition to the Powers that now 
rule. Catholics of the Pale, and Old-Irish Catholics of the 
Massacre, will at length act together: Protestant English 
Royalism, which has fled hither for shelter ; nay, now at last 
Royahst Presbyterianism, and the very Scots in Ulster, — ^have 
all joined with Ormond against the Regicides.^ They are 
eagerly inviting the young Charles Second to come thither, 
and be crowned and made victorious. He as yet hesitates 
between that and Scotland ; — ^may probably give Scotland the 
preference. But in all Ireland, when Cromwell sets foot on it, 
there remain only two Towns, Dublin and Derry, that hold 

VOL. n. D 
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for the Commonwealth; Dublin lately besi^ed, Deny still 
besieged. A very formidable combination. All Ireland 
kneaded together, by favourable accident and the incredible 
patience of Ormond, stands up in one great combination, 
resolute to resist the Commonwealth. Combination great 
in bulk; but made of iron and day; — ^in meaning not 
so great. Oliver has taken survey and measure of it ; Oliver 
descends on it like the hammer of Thor; smites it, as at 
one fell stroke, into dust and ruin, never to reunite against 
him more. 

One could pity this poor Irish people ; their case is pitiable 
enough! The claim they started with, in 1641, was for 
religious freedom. Their daim, we can now all see, was just : 
essentially just, though full of intricacy ; difficult to render 
clear and concessible; — nay, at that date of the World^s 
History, it was hardly recognisable to any Protestant man for 
just ; and these frightful massacrings and sanguinary bluster- 
ings have rendered it, for the present, entirely unrecognisable. 
A just, though very intricate claim * but entered upon, and 
prosecuted, by such methods as were never yet available for 
asserting any daim in this world ! Treachery and massacre : 
what could come of it f Eight years of crud fighting, of 
desperate violence and misery, have left matters worse a 
thousandfold than they were at first. No want of daring, or 
of patriotism so-called ; but a great want of other things ! 
Numerous large masses of armed men have been on foot ; full 
of fiery vehemence and audadty, but without worth as Armies: 
savage hordes rather ; full of hatred and mutual hatred, oi 
disobedience, falsity and noise. Undrilled, unpaid, — driving 
herds of plundered cattle before them for subsistence ; rushing 
down from hillsides, from ambuscadoes, passes in the mountains; 
taking shdter always *in bogs whither the cavalry cannot 
follow them.** Unveradous, violent, disobedient men. False 
in speech; — alas, false in thought, first of all; who have 
never let the Fact tell its own harsh story to them ; who have 
said always to the harsh Fact, ^ Thou art not that way, thou 
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art this way ! ** The Fact, of course, asserts that it is that 
way : the Irish Projects end in perpetual discomfiture ; have 
to tske shelter in bogs whither cavalry cannot follow ! There 
has been no scene seen under the sun like Ireland for these 
eight years. Murder, pillage, conflagration, excommunication; 
wide-flowing blood, and bluster high as Heaven and St. Peter; 
— as if wolves or rabid dogs were in fight here ; as if demons 
from the Pit had mounted up, to detace this fair green piece 
of Grod'^s Creation with ttieir talkings and workings ! It is, 
and shall remain, very dark to us. Conceive Ireland wasted, 
torn in pieces; black Controversy as of demons and rabid 
wolves rushing over the face of it so long ; incurable, and very 
dim to us ; till here at last, as in the torrent of Heaven^s 
lightning descending liquid on^it, we have clear and terrible 
view of its afiairs for a time ! — 

Oliver^s proceedings here have been the theme of much loud 
critidsm and sibylline execration; into which it is not our 
plan to enter at present We shall give these Irish Letters 
of his in their own natural figure, and without any com- 
mentary whatever. To those who think that a land overrun 
with Sanguinary Quacks can be healed by sprinkling it with 
rose-water, these Letters must be very horrible. Terrible 
Surgery this : but is it Surgery and Judgment, or atrocious 
Murder merely ? That is a question which should be asked ; 
and answered. Oliver Cromwell did believe in God^s Judg- 
ments ; and did not believe in the rose-water plan of Surgery ; 
— whid), in fact, is this Editor^s case too ! Every idle lie and 
piece of empty bluster this Editor hears, he too, like Oliver, 
has to shudder at it ; has to think : * Thou, idle bluster, not 
true, thou also art shutting men^s minds against the Grod^s Fact; 
thou wilt issue as a cleft crown to some poor man some day ; 
thou also wilt have to take shelter in bogs whither cavalry 
cannot follow !^ — But in Oliver^s time, as I say, there was 
still belief in the Judgments of God ; in Oliver^s time, there 
was yet no distracted jaigon of * abolishing Capital Punish- 
ments,^ of Jean-Jacques Philanthropy, and universal rose- 
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water in this world still so full of sin. Men's notion was, not 
for abolishing punishments, but for making laws just : God 
the Maker's Laws, they considered, had not yet got the 
Punishment abolished firom them ! Men had a notion, that 
the difference between Grood and Evil was still considerable ; 
— equal to the difference between Heaven and Hell. It was 
a true notion. Which all men yet saw, and felt in all fibres 
of their existence, to be true. Only in late decadent genau- 
tions, fast hastening towards radical change or final perdition, 
can such indiscriminate mashing-up of Good and Evil into 
one universal patent-treade, and most unmedical electuary, of 
Rousseau Sentimentalism, universal Pardon and Benevolence, 
with dinner and drink and one cheer more, take effect in our 
earth. Electuary very poisonous, as sweet as it is, and very 
nauseous ; of which Oliver, happier than we, had not yet heard 
the slightest intimation even in dreams. 

The reader of these Letters, who has swept all that very 
ominous twaddle out of his head and heart, and still loolu 
with a recognising eye on the ways of the Supreme Powers 
with this world, will find here, in the rude practical state, a 
Phenomenon which he will account noteworthy. An armed 
Soldier, solemnly conscious to himself that he is a Soldier of 
God the Just, — a consciousness which it well beseems all 
soldiers and all men to have alwaj^ ; — armed Soldier, terrible 
as Death, relentless as Doom ; doing God's Judgments on the 
Enemies of God ! It is a Phenomenon not of joyful nature ; 
no, but of awful, to be looked at with pious terror and awe. 
Not a Phenomenon which you are called to recognise with 
bright smiles, and fall in love with at sight : — ^thou, art thou 
worthy to love such a thing ; worthy to do other than hate it, 
and shriek over it ? Darest thou wed the Heaven's lightning, 
then ; and say to it, Grodlike One ? Is thy own life beautiful 
and terrible to thee; steeped in the eternal depths, in the 
eternal splendoiu^ ? Thou also, art thou in thy sphere, the 
minister of God's Justice ; feeling that thou art here to do it, 
and to see it done, at thy soul's peril ? Thou wilt then judge 
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Oliver with increasing deamess; otherwise with increasing 
darkness misjudge him. 

In fact, Oliver's dialect is rude and obsolete ; the phrases of 
Oliver, to him solemn on the perilous battlefield as voices of 
God, have become to us most mournful when spouted as frothy 
cant from Exeter HalL The reader has, all along, to make 
steady allowance for that. And on the whole, dear recognition 
will be difficult for him. To a poor slumberous Canting Age, 
mumbling to itself everywhere. Peace, Peace, where there is no 
peace, — such a Phenomenon as Oliver, in Ireland or elsewhere, 
is not the most recognisable in all its meanings. But it waits 
there for recognition; and can wait an Age or two. The 
Memory of Oliver Cromwell, as I count, has a good many 
centuries in it yet ; and Ages of very varied complexion to 
apply to, before all end. My reader, in this passage and 
others, shall make of it what he can. 

But certainly, at lowest, here is a set of Military Despatches 
of the most unexampled nature! Most rough, unkempt; 
shaggy as the Numidicm lion. A style rugged as crags; coarse, 
drossy : yet with a meaning in it, an energy, a depth ; pouring 
on like a fire-torrent ; perennial jire of it visible athwart all 
drosses and defacements : not uninteresting to see I This man 
has come into distracted Ireland with a God's Truth in the 
heart of him, though an unexpected one ; the first sudi man 
th^ have seen for a great while indeed. He carries Acts of 
Parliament, Laws of Earth and Heaven, in one hand ; drawn 
sword in the other. He addresses the bewildered Irish popu« 
lations, the black ravening coil of sanguinary blustering 
individuals at Tredah and elsewhere . < Sanguinary blustering 
individuals, whose word is grown worthless as the barking of 
dogs ; whose very thought is false, representing not fact, but 
the contrary of fact, — ^behold, I am come to speak and to do 
the truth among you. Here are Acts of Parliament, methods 
of r^ulation and veradty, emblems, the nearest we poor 
Puritans could make them, of God's Law-Book, to whidi it is 
and shall be our perpetual efibrt to make them correspond 
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nearer and nearer. Obey them, help us to perfect them, be 
peaceable and true under them, it shall be well with you« 
Refuse to obey them, I will not let you continue living ! As 
articulate-speaking veracious orderly men, not as a blustering 
murderous kennel of dogs run rabid, shall you continue in this 
Earth. Choose ! ^ — ^They chose to disbelieve him ; could not 
understand that he, more than the others, meant any truth or 
justice to them. They rejected his summons and terms at 
Tredah . he stormed the place ; and according to his promise, 
put eveiy man of the Garrison to death. His own soldiers 
are forbidden to plunder, by paper Proclamation; and in ropes 
of authentic hemp they are hanged when they do it.^ To 
Wexford Garrison the like terms as at Tredah ; and, fidling 
these, the like storm. Here is a man whose word represoits 
a thing ! Not bluster this, and false jargon scattering itself 
to the winds : what this man speaks out of him comes to pass 
as a fact; speech with this man is accurately prophetic of 
deed. This is the first Eing^s face poor Ireland ever saw ; the 
first Friend^s face, little as it recognises him, — ^poor Ireland ! 

But let us take the Letters themselves; and read them with 
various emotions, in which wonder will not fail. What a rage, 
wide-sweeping, inexorable as Death, dwells in that heart ; — 
dose neighbour to pity, to trembling affection, and soft tears ! 
Some readers know that softness wUhoiti rigour, rigour as of 
adamant to rest upon, is but sloth and cowcuxlly baseness ; 
that without justice first, real pity is not possible, and only 
false pity and maudlin weakness is possible. Others, again, 
are not aware of that fact. — ^To our Irish friends we ought to 
say likewise that this Garrison of Tredah consisted, in good 
part, of Englishmen.' Perfectly certain this : — and therefore 
let * the bloody hoof of the Saxon,^ eta forbear to continue 
itself on that matter. At its peril ! Idle blustering, and 
untruth of every kind lead to the like terrible results in these 
days as they did in those. 

^ Two instances: King's Pamphlets, large 4to, na 43, § 19, 6th- 15th Sept 1649. 
* Lodlow, L 301. 
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LETTERS CIII — CVI 

STORM OF TREDAH 

The first of this set, a Summons to Dundalk, will be fiillj 
understood so soon as the Two following it are read. The 
Two following it, on Tredah, or Drogheda as we now name it, 
contain in themselves, especially the Second and more deliberate 
of the two contains, materiak for a pretty complete account 
of the Transaction there. It requires only to be added, what 
Cromwell himself has forborne to do, that on the repulse of 
the first attadc, it was he, in person, who, * witnessing it from 
the batteries,^ hastened forward and led on the new attack : 
My pretty men, we must positively not be repulsed ; we must 
enter here, we cannot do at all without entering ! — ^The rest 
of these Irish Letters may, I hope, tell their own tale. 

LETTER CIII 

roa THE CHIEF OFFICER COMMAKDINO IN DUNBALK : THESE 

''Tredah/' 12th September 1649. 

Sir J — I offered mercy to the Garrison qf Tredah^ in sending 
the Governor a Summone before I attempted the taking qf it. 
Which being refused brought their evU upon them. 

If youy being warned therebyy shaU surrender your Garrison 
to the use qf the Parliament qf England^ which by this I 
summon you to doy you may thereby prevent effusion qf blood. 
If upon refusing this Offer ^ thaJt which you like not btfaUs 
youj you will know whom to blame. I rest^ your servomty 

OLIVER CROMWELL* 

The Chief Officer commanding in Dundalk never received 
this Letter, I believe ! What, in the interim, had become of 
Dundalk and its Chief and other Officers, will shortly appear. 

^Treedagh' he writes. 

* Autograph, in the possession of the Etrl of Shannon, at Castle-Martjr, in the 
County of Cork. 
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LETTER CIV 

« TO THB HONOURABLB JOHN B&ADSHAW, E8QUIBE, PBESIDEMT OF 
THB COUNCIL OF STATE : THESE ^ 

'' Dublin/' 16th September 1649. 

SvTy — It hath pleated God to bleee our endeavours at Tredah, 
After baUert/y we stormed U. The Enemy were about 8,000 
strong in the Town. They made a stout resistance ; and near 
1,000 qf our men being entered^ the Enemy Jbrced them out 
again. Bui God giving a new courage to our men^ they 
attempted again, and entered; beating the Enemy Jrom their 
defences. 

The Enemy had made three retrenchments^ both to the right 
and Irft ^ qf^ where we entered; aU which they were Jbrced to 
quit. Being thus entered, we refused them quarter ; haoingy 
the day before, summoned the Town. I believe we put to the 
sword the whole number qf the defendants. I do not think 
Thirty qf the whole number escaped with their Jives. Those 
that did, are in safe custody for the Barbadoes. Since thai 
time, the Enemy quitted to us Trim and DundaBc. In TVim 
they were in such haste that they Irft their guns behind them. 

This hath been a marvellous great mercy. 7%^ Enemy, 
being not willing to put an issue upon a Jleld-batHe, had put 
into this Garrison almost att their prime soldiers, being about 
8,000 horse and foot, under the command qf their best officers; 
Sir Arthur Jshton being made Governor. There were some 
seven or eight regiments, Ormond's being one, under the 
command qf Sir Edmund Vamey. I do not believe, neitfier 
do I hear, that any officer escaped with his life, save only one 
Lieutenant, who, I hear, going to the Enemy said. That he was 
the only man that escaped qf all the Garrison. 7^ Enemy 
upon this wereJiUed with much terror. And truly I believe Ms 
bitterness will save much effusion qf blood, through the goodness 
qfGod. 
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/ wish that aU honest hearts may give the glory qf this to 
God aloney to whom indeed the praise qf tins mercy belongs. 
**As^ Jbr instruments^ they were very inconsiderable the work 
(kroughMU. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Captain Brandly did with Jbrty or jifty qf his men very 
gaBanth/ storm the TenaUa ; Jbr which he deserves the thanks 
qfine Staie. '^ / resty your most humble servant^ 

OLIVER CROMWELL.^ 

< Tenalia^ I believe, is now called TenaiUe by engineers ; 
a kind of advanced defensive-work, which takes its name from 
resemblance, real or imaginary, to the lip of a pair of pincers. 

The * Sir Edmund Vamey ^ who perished here was the son 
of the Standard-bearer at Edgehill. For Sir Arthur Ashton 
see Clarendon. Poor Sir Arthur had a wooden leg which the 
soldiers were very eager for, understanding it to be full of 
gold coin ; but it proved to be mere timber : all his gold, SOO 
broad pieces, was sewed into his belt, and scrambled for when 
that came to light.^ There is in Wood's life ' an old-soldier's 
account of the Storm of Tredah, sufficiently emphatic, by Tom 
Wood, Anthony's brother, who had been there. 

LETTER CV 

^ FOR THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM LENTHALL, ESaUIRE, SPEAKER OF 
THE PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND : THESE " 

Dublin, 17th September 1649. 
iS!r, — Your Army being safely arrived ai Dublin; and the 
Enemy endeavouring to draw all hisjbrces together about Trim 
and Tecroghanj as my intelligence gave me^-^om whence 
endeofoours were made by the Marqms qf Ormond to draw 
Owen Roe (TNeU vnth his forces to his assistance, but with 
what success I cannot yet learn, — I resolved, qfier some r^esh^ 
ment taken Jbr our weoither-beaten men and horses, and accommo^ 

• Whitlocke, p. 412. » Jhid. 

* Firefixed to the Atkins Oxtmitnsit. 
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datiomjbr a marchy to take thejield. And accordingly^ upon 
Friday the iOth of August^ last^ rendexooused with 4^glU 
regiments qf Jbotj six of horse and some troops of dragoons, 
three miles on the north side of Dublin. The design was. To 
endeavour the regaining qf Tredah ; or tempting the Enerm/y 
ypon his hazard qfthe loss of that placCj to fight. 

Your Army came before the Town upon Monday JbOcwing} 
Where having pitched^ as speedy course xvas taken as could be 
tojrame our batteries; which took up the more time because 
divers qfthe battering guns were on shipboard. Upon Monday 
the 9ih * qf this instant^ the batteries began to play. Where- 
upon I sent Sir Arthur Ashton^ the then Governor^ a summons^ 
To deliver the Town to the use qfthe Parliament qf England. 
To the which receiving no satisfactory answer y I proceeded that 
day to beat-down the Steeple qf the Church on the south side qf 
the Towny and to beat-down a Tower not Jbrjrom the same 
place, which you xtill discern by the Chart enclosed. 

Our guns not being able to do much that day, it xvas re* 
solved to endeavour to do cur utmost the next day to make 
breaches assauUablef and by the help qf God to storm them. 
The place pitched upon was that part qf the Town-wall next a 
Church called St. Mary'^s ; which xvas the rather chosen because 
xve did hope that if xoe did enter and possess that Churchy xve 
should be the better able to keep it against their horse and Jbot 
untU xve could make xjoayjbr the entrance qfour horse ; and xve 
did not conceive thai any part qf the Town vxndd afford the 
Uke advantage Jbr that purpose xoith this. The batteries 
planted xoere two. one xvas Jbr that part qf the Wall against 
the east end qfthe said Church ; the other against the Wall on 
the south side. Being somewhat long in batterings the Enemy 
made six retrenchments : three qf themjrom the said Church to 
Duleek Gate ; and three qf themjrom the east end qfthe Church 
to the Town-xvaU and so backward. The gunsy qfier some two 

^ Friday is 31st ; this error ss to the day of the month c o n t inues through the 
Letter. 
* 3d September. * loth. 
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or ihree hundred shot, beat down the comer Tower ^ and opened 
two reasonable good breaches in the east and south Wall. 

Upon Tuesday the 10th qf this instant^ about five o'clock 
in the eoemng^ we began the Storm : and after some hot dispute 
toe entered, about seven or eight hundred men; the Enemy 
disputing it very stiffly with us. And indeed, through the 
advantages qf the place, and the courage God teas pleased to 
give the defenders, our men were forced to retreaJt quite out qf 
the breach, not without some considerable loss ; Colonel Castie 
being there shot in the head, whereof he presently died: and 
divers officers and soldiers doing their duty killed and wounded. 
There %vas a Tenalia to fianker the south Wall qf the Town^ 
between Duleek Gate and the comer Tower before mentioned; 
— which our men entered, wherein they found some forty or 
Jifhf qf the Enemy, which they put to the sword. And this 
^ TenaUa"^ they held: but it being without the Wall, and the 
saUy-port through the Wall into thai Tenalia being choked up 
with some qf the Enemy which were killed in it, it proved qf 
no use for an entrance into the Town that way. 

Although our men thai stormed the breaches were forced to 
recoil, as is before expressed ; yet, being encouraged to recover 
their loss, they made a second attempt : wherein God xoas pleased 
so to animate them thai they got ground qf the Enemy, and by 
the goodness qf God, forced him to quit his entrenchments. 
And q/ier a very hot dispute, the Enemy having both horse 
and foot, and we only foot, within the Wall, — ihey gave 
ground, and our men became masters both qf their retrench' 
ments and *^qf^ the Church ; which indeed, although they made 
our entrance the mere difficult, yet they proved qf exceUent use 
to us; so thai the Enemy could not ^ now ^ annoy us with their 
horse, but thereby we had advantage to make good the ground, 
that so we might let-in our own horse ; which accordingly was 
done, though with much difficulty. 

Divers qfthe Enemy retreated into the MiU-Mouni : a place 
very strong and qf difficult access ; being exceedingly high, 
having a good gr(xfi, and strongly paUsadoed. The Governor^ 
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Sir Arthur Ashiouj and divers considerable Officers being ihere^ 
our men gettinff up to themy were ordered by me to pui them 
aU to the sword. And indeed^ being in the heat of action^ I 
Jbrbade them to spare any thai were in arms in the Town: 
andj I thinkf thai night they put to the sword about S,000 
men } — divers of the officers and soldiers being fled otoer the 
Bridge into the other part of the Town^ where about 100 qf 
them possessed St. Peter'' s Church-Steeple^ some the west Gatej 
and others a strong Round Tower next the Gate called St. 
Sunday'' s. These being summmied to yield to mercy ^ refused. 
Whereupon I ordered the steeple qf St. Peter'' s Church to be 
flred^ when one qf them was heard to say in the midst qf the 
flames : * God damn me, God confound me; I bum, I bumJ* 

The next day, the other two Towers were summoned ; in one 
qf which was about six or seven score ; but they refused to yield 
themselves : and we hnomng thai hunger must compel them, set 
only good guards to secure them Jrom running away untU 
their stomachs were come down. From one qfthe said Towers^ 
notxmihstanding their conditionj they killed and zoounded some 
qf our men. When they submitted^ their officers were knocked 
on the head ; and every tenth man qf the soldiers killed ; and 
the rest shipped fl)r the Barbadoes. The soldiers in the other 
Tower were aU spared ^ as to their Jives only; and shipped 
likewise Jbr the Barbadoes. 

I am, persuaded thai this is a * righteous judgment qf God 
upon these barbarous wretches, who have imbrued their hands m 
so much innocent blood; and thai it will tend to prevent the 
fusion qf blood Jbr the Jiiiure. Which are the satisfactory 
grounds to such actions, which otherwise cannot but work 
remorse and regret. The officers and soldiers qf this Garrison 
were the flower qf their Army. And their great expectation 
was, that our attempting this place would put Jair to ruin us; 
they being confident qf the resolution qf their men, and the 
advantage qf the place. If we had divided ourjbrce into two 
quarters to have besieged the North Town and the South 
Towny we could not have had such a correspondency between 
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the two parts of our Army^ but thai they might have chosen to 
have brought their Armyy and havejbught xtnth which part ^ qf 
ours^ they pleased^ — and ai the same time have made a saOy 
with S,000 971^71 upon usy and have lefi their waUs manned; 
they having in the Town the number hereqfier specified^ but 
some say near 4,000. 

Since this great mercy vouchsafed to usy I sent a party qf 
horse and dragoons to DundaOc;^ which the Enemy quitted^ 
and we are possessed qf — as also " o/*" another Castle they 
deserted, between Trim and Tredah, upon the Boyne. I sent a 
party qf horse and dragoons to a House within Jive miles qf 
Trim, there being then in Trim some Scots Companies, which 
the Lord qfArdes brought to assist the Lord qf Ormond. Bui 
upon the news qf Tredah, they ran away ; leaving their greai 
guns behind them, which also we have possessed. 

And now give me leave to say how it comes to pass thai 
this work is wrought. It was set upon some qf our hearts. 
Thai a greaJt thing sJundd be done, not by power or might, but 
by the Spirit of God And is it not so, clearly t Thai which 
caused your men to storm so courageously, it was the Spirit qf 
God, who gave your men courage, and took it away again ; 
and gave the Enemy courage, and took it away again; and 
gave your men courage again, and therewith this happy success. 
And therefore it is good thai God alone have aU the glory. 

It is remarkable thai these people, ai the first, set up the 
Mass in some places qf the Town thai had been monasteries ; 
but afterwards grew so insolent thai, the last Lor^s-day before 
the storm, the Protestants were thrust out qf the greai Church 
called St. Peter\ and they had public Maes there : and in this 
very place near 1,000 qf them were put to the sword, fiering 
thither Jbr safety. I believe aU their friars were knocked on 
the head promiscuously but two ; the one qf which was Father 
Peter Taaff, brother to the Lord Taaff, whom the soldiers took, 
the next day, and made an end qf. The other was taken in 
the Round Tower, under the repute qf a lAeuienani, and when 
^ Antea, Letter cm. 
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he understood that the officers in that Tower had no guartery he 
confessed he was a Friar ; btU thai did not save him. 

A greai deal of loss in this business Jell upon Colond 
Hewson'Sf Colonel Castle^ and Colonel Exoer's regiments. 
Colonel Ewer having two Fteld-Officers in his regiment shot ; 
Colonel Castle and a Captain of his regiment slain ; Colonel 
HcTvson^s Captain-Lieutenant slain. I do not think toe lost 
100 men upon the place^ though numy be wounded. 

I most humbly pray the Parliament may be pleased '< Uiat^ 
this Army may be maintained; and that a consideration may 
be had of them, and of the carrying-on affairs here, *^ such ^ as 
may give a speedy issue to this work. To which there seems 
to be a marvellous Jair opportunity offered by God. And 
although it muy seem very chargeable to the State of England 
to mmntain so great a Jbrce ; yet surely to stretch a little Jbr 
the present, in JbUowing God's providence, in hope the charge 
win not be long — I trust it will not be thought by any {that 
have not irreconcilable or malicious principles) unfit Jbr me to 
move, For a constant supply ; which, in human probability as 
to outward things, is most likely to hasten and perfect this 
work. And indeed if God please to finish it here as He hath 
done in England, the War is like to pay itself. 

We keep the field much ; our tents sheltering us Jrom the 
wet and cold. But yet the Country-sickness overtaJces many : 
and therefore we desire recruits, and some fresh regiments qf 
Jbot, may be sent us. For it "^s easily conceix>ed by what the 
Garrisons already drink up, what our Field-Army will come to, 
if God shall give more Garrisons into our hands. Craving 
pardon Jbr this great trouble, I rest, your most obedient servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 

P.S. Since writing of my Letter, a Mcyor who brought off 
Jbrty-three horse from the Enemy told me that it > reported in 
their camp that Owen Roe and they are agreed. 

The dtfendants in Tredah consisted qf: The Lord qf 
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Ormond's regiment {Sir Edmund Vamey lAeuteTumi-Colondjy 
qfiOO ; Colonel Bt/m\ Colonel Warren's, and Colonel WatTs, 
of 2,000 ; the Lord of Westmeaih\ of 200 ; -Sir James 
DiUon'Sj of iOO; and 200 horse* 

The report as to Owen Roe O^Neil is correct. Monk, who 
had lately in Ulster entered upon some negotiation with O^Neil 
and his Old-Irish Party, who, as often happened, were in 
quarrel with the others, found himself des^ted by his very 
soldiers, and obliged to go to England ; where this policy of 
his, very useful as Monk had thought, is indignantly disavowed 
by the Authorities, who will not hear of such a connexion.^ 
Owen Roe O^Neil appears to have been a man of real ability : 
surely no able man, or son of Order, ever sank in a more 
dismal welter of confusions unconquerable by him ! He did 
no more service or disservice henceforth ; he died in some two 
months, of a disease in the foot, — ^poisoned, say some, by the 
gift of a * pair of russet-leather boots * which some traitor had 
bestowed on him.' 

Such was the Storm of Tredah. A thing which, if one 
wanted good assurance as to the essential meaning of it, might 
well * work remorse and regret ' for indisputably the outer 
body of it is emphatic enough ! Cromwell, not in a light or 
loose manner, but in a very solemn and deep one, takes charge 
for himself, at his own peril. That it w a judgment of God : 
and that it did ^save much efiusion of blood,^ we and all 
spectators can very readily testify. ^The execrable policy 
of that R^dde,^ says Jacobite Carte on the occasion, ^ had 
the effect he proposed. It spread abroad the terror of his 
name ; it cut ^ — ^In fact, it cut through the heart of the Irish 
War. Wexford Storm followed (not by forethought, it would 
seem, but by chance of war) in the same stem fashion ; and 

* Newspapers ; in ParUamintasy History (London, 1763), xix. 20i. 

* loih August 1649 (Commons Journals^ vL 277). 
« Carte, it 83. 
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there was no other storm or slaughter needed in that Country. 
Rose-water Surgeons might have tried it otherwise ; but that 
was not Oliver's execrable policy, not the Rose-water one. 
And so we leave it, standing on such basis as it has. 

Ormond had sent orders to <bum^ Dundalk and Trim 
before quitting them ; but the Garrisons, looking at Tredah, 
were in too much haste to apply the coal. They marched 
away at double-quick time ; the Lord Lieutenant got posses- 
sion of both Towns unbumt. He has put Grarrisons there, 
we see, which * drink op ' some of his forces. He has also 
despatched Colonel Venables, of whom we shall hear again, 
with a raiment or two, to reduce Carlingford, Newry, — ^to 
raise what Siege there may be at Derry, and assist in settling 
distracted Ulster : of whose progress here are news. 

LETTER CVI 

FOB THE HONOUKABLE WILLIAM LEKTHALL, ESQUIBE, SPEAKEE OF 
THE PAELIAMENT OF ENGLAIH) : THESE 

Dublin, 27tli September 1649. 

Mr. Speaker^ — I had not received any account Jrom Colonel 
VenableSy — whom I serUJrom Tredah to endeavour the reducing 
of CarJmgfbrdy and so to march Northward towards a con- 
junction with Sir Charles Coote^ — untU the last night. 

After he came to Carlingford^ having summcned the place^ 
both the three Castles and the Fort commanding the Harbour 
were rendered to him. Wherein were about Forty Barrels qf 
Powder f Seven Pieces of Cannon ; about a Thousand Muskets f 
and Ftoe-hundred Pikes wanting twenty. In the entrance into 
the Harbour^ Captain Fem^ aboard your man^-war, had some 
danger ; being much shot aijrom the Sea Fort, a bullet shooting 
through his main-^nast. The CaptavrCs entrance into thai 
Harbour was a considerable adventure^ and a good service ,^— 
as also was that of Captain Brandly^ who, with Forty seamen, 

^ Antea, p. 57. 
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stormed a very etrtmg TenaUa ai Tredeiy and helped to take U ; 
/br which he deserves an owning ly you. 

Venables mofrchedjrom Carlingjbrdj with a party of Horse 
and Dragoons f to the Newry ; leaving the Foot to come tip 
after him. He summoned the placcy and it was yielded before 
his Foot came up to him. Some other in/brmations I have 
received Jrom Atm, which promise weiU towards your Northern 
Interest ; which^ if wdl prosecuted^ willj I trust God^ render 
you a good account qf those parts. 

I have sent those things to be presented to the Council ^ 
Staie fir Hheir consideration. I pray God, as these mercies 
Jlaw in upon youy He wiU give you an heart to improve them 
to His glory alone ; because He alone is the author of them, 
and qf all the goodness^ patience and long-differing extending 
towards you. 

Your Army has marched ; andy I beUevCy this night Ueth at 
JrkloWf in the County qf Wicklow^ by the Sea-side^ between 
thirty and firty miles fiom this place, I am this day^ by 
God^s blessing J going towards it. 

I crave your pardon fir this trouble ; and resty your most 
humble servant^ OLIVER CROMWELL. 

PJS. I desire the Supplies moved /or may be hastened. I 
am verily persuaded, though the burden be great, yet it is fir 
your service, ff the Garrisons tee take swaUow-up your men, 
how shaU we be able to keep the Jieldt Who knows but the 
Lord may pity England'^s sufferings, and make a short work 
qf this f It is in His hand to do it, and therein onbf your 
servants rejoice. I humbly present the condition qf Captain 
George Jenkvnis Widow. He died presently qfter Tredah 
Storm. His Widow is in great want. 

ThefiOowing Officers and Soldiers were stain at the storming 
qf Tredah: Sir Arthur Aehton, Governor; Sir Edmund 
Vamey, lAeutenant-Colonei to Ormond's Regiment; Colonel 
Fleming, lieutenant-Colonel Finglass, Major Fitzgerald, wUh 
eight Captains, eight Lieutenants, and eight Comets, all of 
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Horse ; Colands Woffreny JVaUy and Byrrij of Foot, wUh their 
LieuierumtSy MqjorSy etc.; the Lord Taaff's Brother ^ an 
AugtuHne Friar ; Jbrfy-Jbuar CaptcmSj and all their Lieuten- 
antSy EnsignSf etc.; SSO Rf/brmadoes and Troopers; S,500 
Foot^oldierSy besides SUfff-OfficerSy SurgeonSy etc* 

Venables went on, rapidly accomplishing his service in the 
North; without much hurt; though not without imminent 
peril once, — ^by a camisado, or surprisal in the night-time, 
which is afterwards alluded to in these Letters. The Lord 
lieutenant, we observe, still dates firom Dublin, but it is to 
quit it *tlus day^; his ^Army has already marched^: South- 
ward now, on a new series of operations. 

LETTER CVII 

STOBM OF WEXFOBB 

POB THX HONOURABLE WILUAH LEMTHALL, ESamSB, SFEAI3EE OF 
THB PA&LIAMEMT OF SNGIAND : THESE 

Wazford, Uth October 1649. 
StTy — The Army marched from Dubliny about the %id of 
Septembery into the County qf WickloWy where the Enemy had 
a Garrison about fourteen miles from DubUny called KHHn-^ 
carrick; which th^ quUtinffy a Company of the Army was put 
therein. From thence the Army marched through almost a 
desolated country y until it came to a passage over the River 
Doro^ about a mile above the Castle qf Arklowy which was the 
first seai and honour qf the Marquis qf Ormondes frmHy. 

* King's Pamphlets, small 4to, no. 441, art. 7, ' Letteis from Ireland, printed 
bf Authority ' {p. 13). ParUamentaty History (xix. 207-9) bas copied this Letter 
from the old Pam^et (as usual, giving no reference) ; and after the concluding 
* Surgeons, etc.' HH tal^ the liberty of adding these words, *a$uimany inkoHt- 
amis,* of whidi there is no whisper in the old Pamphlets ;— e very considerable 
liberty indeed I 

^ Riyer Darragh ;—« branch of what is now called the Avoca ; well known to 
■msical peisons. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i649] LETTER CVIL WEXFORD 67 

Which he had Hrongly Jbriified ; bid U uxUj upon the approach 
of the Army, qtnUted ; wherein we l^ another Company qfFoot. 

From thence the Army marched towards Wea^fiyrd; where in 
the way woe a strongs and large Castle j at a town called Lim- 
brick J the ancient seat of the Esmonds ; where the Enemy had 
a strong Garrison; which they burnt and quitted^ the day 
before our coming thUher. From thence we marched towards 
Ferns J an episcopal seat, where was a Castle ; to which I sent 
Colonel Reynolds with a party to summon it. Which accord' 
ingiy he did, and it was surrendered to him ; where we having 
put a company, — advanced the Army to a passage oroer the 
River SUmey, which runs down to Wea^/brd; and thai night 
we marched into the fields qf a Village called Enmscorthy, be* 
longing to Mr. Robert Wallop ;^ where was a strong Castle 
very well manned and provided for by the Enemy ; and^ close 
under ity a very fair House belonging to the same worthy 
per Sony — a Monastery qf Franciscan Friar Sj the considerablest 
in aU Ireland : they ran away the night before we came. We 
summoned the Castle ; and they r^fiised to yield at the first ; 
but upon better considercUiony they were willing to deliver the 
place to us: which accordingly they did; leaving their great 
gunsy armSj ammunition and provisions behind them. 

Upon Monday the First of October we came btfore Weafbrd. 
Into which the Enemy had put a Garrisony consisting qf^^part 
qf^ their Army ; this Town havingy until theny been so con- 
fideni qf their own strength as that they would noty at any timCy 
suffer a Garrison to be imposed upon them. The Commander 
thai brought in those forces was Colonel David Sinnott; who 
took upon him the command qf the place. To whom I sent a 
Summonsy a Copy whereof is this enclosed; between whom and 

* Wallop is Member (' recruiter') for Andover ; a King's- Judge ; Member of 
the Coundl of State; now and afterwards a conspicuous rigorous republican 
man. He bas advanced money, long since, we suppose, for tbe Public Service 
in Ireland ; and obtained in payment tbis * Fair House,' and Superiority of Ennis- 
cortby : properties tbe value or no-value of wbicb will mucb depend on tbe Lord 
lieutenant's success at present — Wallop's representative, a Peer of tbe Reakot 
is stfll owner berci as it bas proved. 
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me there passed Answers and RepUeSj Copies whereof these also 
are: 

1. ^ TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE TOWN OF WEXFOBB 

' Before Wexford, dd October 1649. 

**SSr, — Having brought the Army belonging to the Par^ 
Uament of England before this place^ to reduce U to its due 
obedience : to the end effusion of blood may be prevented^ and 
the Town amd Country about it preserved Jrom rutn^ / thought 
Jit to summon you to deliver the same to me, to the use qf the 
State ofEmgUmd. 

^ By this offer, I hope U wHl clearly appea/r where the guiU 
wiU Uey if innocent persons should come to suffer with the nocent. 
I expect your speedy answer; and rest. Sir, your servant, 

* OLIVER obomwell: 

^FOB THE LOBD 6EMEKAL CROMWELL 

' Wexford, dd October 164a 

* Sir, — ^I received your Letter of Summons for the delivery 
of this Town into your hands. Which standeth not with 
my honour to do of myself; neither will I take it upon me, 
without the advice of the rest of the Officers and Mayor of 
this Corporation; this Town being of so great consequence 
to all Ireland. Whom I will call together, and confer with ; 
and return my resolution to you, tomorrow by twelve of the 
dock. 

In the mean time, if you be so plciased, I am content to 
forbear all acts of hostility, so you permit no approach to 
be made. Expecting your answer in that particular, I 
remain, — my Lord, — your Lordship^s servant, 

*D. SiNNOTT.* 

2. ^ TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE TOWN OF WEXFORD 

' Before Wexford, dd October 1649. 

* Sir, — I am contented to eapect your resohMon by twelve qf 
(he clock tomorrow morning. Because our tents are not so 
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good a cotoering as your houses^ andjbr other reasons, I cannot 
agree to a cessation. I rest, — f/our servant, 

'OLIVER obomwbll: 

* FOK THB LOBD OEMEBAL CROMWELL 

' Wexford> 4tii October 1649. 
^SiR, — ^I have advised with the Mayor and Officera, as I 
promised, and thereupon am content that Four, whom I 
shall employ, may have a Conference and Treaty with Four 
of yours, to see if ai\y agreement and understanding may be 
hefjoii between us. To this purpose I desire you to send 
mine a Safe-conduct, as I do hereby promise to send unto 
yours when you send me their names. And I pray that the 
meeting may be had tomorrow at eight of the dock in the 
forenoon, that they may have sufficient time to confer and 
debate together, and determine the matter; and that the 
meeting and place may be agreed upon, and the Safe-conduct 
mutually sent for the said meeting this afternoon. Expect- 
ing your answer hereto, I rest, — ^my Lord, — your servant, 

^D. SmNOTT. 

^ Send me the names of your Agents, their qualities and 
d^rees. Those I fix upon are : Major James Byrne, Major 
Theobald Dillon, Alderman Nicholas CJhevers, Mr. William 
Stafford.' 

8. ' TO THE COHMAin)ER-IN-CHIEF OF THB TOWN OF WEXFOED 

'Before Wexford, 4t]i October 1649. 

*<Sir, — Having summoned yoa to deliver the Town qf 
Wexford into my hands, I might weU eocpect the delivery there- 
qf, and not a Jbmud Treaty ; which is seldom granted hut 
where the things stand upon a more eqtuxljbot 

^J[ftherf/bre yourself or the Town have any desires to qffer, 
upon which you wiU surrender the place to me, I shall be able 
to Judge qf the reasonableness qf them when they are made 
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Jcnown to me. To which end, if you shaO think JU to send the 
Pereons named in your Icuty intrusted by yourself and the 
Towuy by whom I may understand your desires^ I shall give 
you a speedy and fitting Answer. And I do hereby engage 
myself thai they shall return in safety to you. 

</ eapect your answer hereunto within an hour; and rest^ 
your serpantf OLTTEB CROMWELL.' 

*FOB THB LOBO 6KMEBAL CROMWELL 

'Wexford, 4th October 164a 

* Sib, — ^I have returned yon a civil Answer, to the best of 
my judgment ; and thereby, I find, you undervalue me and 
tUs place so much, that you think to have it surrendered 
without Cc4)itulation or honourable Terms, — as appears by 
the hour^s limitation in your last. 

^ Sir, had I never a man in this Town but the Townsmen, 
and Artillery here planted, I should conceive myself in a very 
befitting condition to make honourable conditions. And 
having a considerable party, ^ along ^ with them, in the 
place, I am resolved to die honourably, or make such con- 
ditions as may secure my honour and life in the eyes of my 
own Party. 

<To whidi reasonable terms if you hearken not, — or ^ve 
me ^ not^ time to send my Agents till eight of the dock in 
the forenoon tomorrow, with my Propositions, with a farther 
Safe-conduct, — ^I leave you to your better judgment, and 
myself to the assistance of the Almighty; and so conclude. 
— ^Your servant, D. Simnott.^ 

< fob the lobd oenebal cbomwell 

' Wexford, 5t]i October 1648L 

<SiB, — ^My Propositions being now prepared, I am ready 
to send my Agents with them unto you. And for their safe 
return, I pray you to send a Safe-conduct by the Beater unto 
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me^ — ^in hope an honourable agreement may thereupon arise 
between your LonUiip and, — ^my Lord^ — your LDrdship^s 
ierfant» D. Simnott.^ 

Whibi ihese papers were passing between us^ I seni the 
lieuUnant-General'^ wUh a party qfdragoonSy horse andjooiy 
to endeaaxnwr to reduce iheir Fort, which lay ai the nunUh qf 
iheir harbour ^ about ten miles distant from us. To which he 
sent a troop qf dragoons ; hut the Enemy quitted their Forty 
leaving beMnd them about seven great guns ; betook themselves^ 
by ihe help qf iheir boatSy to a Frigate qf twelve guns lying in 
the harbour^ wiMn cannon-shot qf the Fort. 7%^ dragoons 
possessed the Fort : and some seamen belonging to your Fleet 
coming happily in at the same ttmCf they bent their guns at the 
Frigate^ and she immediately yielded to mercy y — both herself 
the soldiers that had been in ihe Forty and ihe seamen that 
manned her. And whilst our men were in her^ ihe Town, not 
knowing what had happened^ sent another small vessel to her; 
which our men also took. 

The Governor qfthe Town having obtained/rom me a Sa/e» 
conduct Jbr the Jour persons mentioned in one qfthe papers^ to 
come and treat with me abouJt the surrender qf the Town, I 
expected they should have done so. But instead thereqf the 
Earl qf Castlehaven brought to their relirfy on the north side qf 
the river^ about five-himdred Jbot. Which occasioned th^ 
rrfuscd to send out any to treat ; and caused me to revoke my 
Sq/e-conducty not thkMng it Jit to leave it Jbr them to make 
use qfU when they pHeased : 

* FOK THB LOBB 6EMSBAL CBOMWELL 

< Wezfinrd, 5th Oetober 1649. 
<My Lord, — ^Even as I was ready to send out my Agents 
onto you, the Lord General of the horse came hither with a 
relief. Unto whom I communicated the proceedings between 
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your Lordship and me^ and delivered him the Propositions I 
intended to despatch unto your Lordship ; — who hath desired 
a small time to consider of them, and to speed them unto me. 
Which, my Lord, I could not deny, he having a commanding 
power over me. 

<Ptay, my Lord, believe that I do not do this to trifle out 
time ; but for his present consult ; — and if I find any long 
delay in his Lordship^s returning them back unto me, I will 
proceed of myself, acoprding to my first intention. To whidi 
I beseech your Lradship give credit; at the request, — my 
Eiord, — of your Lordship^s ready servant, D. Simnoti;* 

4. * TO THB COMKANDER-IN-CHIEF OF TRX TOWN OF WEXFOBB 

' Wexford, Ml Oetober 1648L 

* Sir, — You might have spared yow trouble in the account 
you give me of your transaction with the Lord General qfycur 
horsSj and ({f your resolution in case he answer not your expec^ 
tation in point (if time. TTiese are your own concernments, and 
it behoves you to improve the relitf you mention to your best 
advantage. 

^ All that I have to say is. To desire you to take notice, that 
I do hereby revoke my Sq/i-conductjrom the persons mentioned 
therein. When you shall see cause to treat, you may send Jbr 
another. — I rest. Sir, your servant, 

^ouvEB cbomwell: 

Our cannon being landed^ and we having removed all our 
quarters to the south-^ast end qf the Town, next the Castle, 
<' which stands without the Walls^ — it was generally agreed 
that we should bend the whole strength of our artillery upon the 
Castle ; being persuaded that jf we got the Castle, the Town 
would easily JbUow. 

Upon Thursday the 11th instant (our batteries being finished 
the night before), we began to play betimes in the morning; 
^ 6th October (it.). 
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ami lumnff spent near a hundred ehoi, the Govemor^s stomach 
came dawn ; and he sent to me to give leave for Jour persons^ 
intrusted hy hm^ to come unto me^ and offer terms qf surrender: 

* lOK THB LOBB 6EMEKAL CSOICWILL 

' Wexford, llth October 16i9. 
' Six, — ^In performance of my last, I desire your Lordship 
to send me a Safe-conduct for Major Theobald Dillon, Major 
James Byrne, Alderman Nicholas Chevers, and Captain James 
Stafford, whom I will send to your Lordship insixucted with 
my desires. And so I rest, — ^my Lord, — ^your servant, 

•D. SiNNOTT.' 

Which I condescending to, two Field-Officers with an 
Alderman of the Town, and the Captain of the Castle, brought 
out the Propositions enclosed, — which for their abominableness, 
manifesting also the impudency of the men, I thought JU to 
present to your view ; — together frith my Answer : 

^THE FEOFOSinOKS OF COLONEL DAVID SINNOTr, GOVERNOR OF THE 
TOWN AND CASTLE OF WEXFORD, FOR AND ON THE BEHALF 
OF THE OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS AND INHABITANTS IN THE 
SAID TOWN AND CASTLE, UNTO GENERAL CROMWELL. 

^ 1. In primis. That all and every the Inhabitants of the 
said Town, from time to time and at all times hereafter, shall 
have free and uninterrupted liberty publicly to use, exercise 
and profess the Roman Catholic ReUgion, without restric- 
tion, mulct or penalty, any law or statute to the contrary- 
notwithstanding. 

< 2. That the R^ular and Secular Roman Catholic Clergy 
now possessed of the Churches, Church-livings, Monasteries, 
Religious-houses and Chapeb in the said Town, and in the 
suburbs and franchises thereof, and their successors, shall have, 
hold and enjoy, to them and their successors forever, the 
said churches^ church-livings, monasteries, rdigious-houses and 
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chapels, and shall teach and preach m them publicly, without 
any molestation, any law or statute to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

< 8. That Nicholas, now Lord Bishop of Ferns, and his suc- 
cessors, shall use and exerdse such jurisdiction over the Catholics 
of his Diocese as since his consecration hitherto he used. 

^ 4. That all the Officers and Soldiers, of what quality or 
degree soever, in the said Town and Castle, and such of the 
Inhabitants as are so pleased, shall march with flying colours, 
and be conveyed safe, with their lives, artillery, ordnance, 
ammunition, arms, goods of all sorts, horses, moneys and 
what else belongs to them, to the Town of Ross, and there to 
be left safe with their own party ; allowing each musketeer, 
towards their march, a pound of powder, four yards of match, 
and twelve brace of bullets ; and a strong Convoy to be sent 
with the said soldiers, within four-and-tweniy hours after the 
yielding-up of the said Town. 

< 5. That such of the Inhabitants of the said Town as will 
desire to leave the same at any time hereafter, shall have free 
liberty to carry away out of tiie said Town all their frigates, 
artillery, arms, powder, bullets, match, com, malt, and other 
provision which they have for their defence and sustenance, 
and all their goods and chattels, of what quality or condition 
soever, without any manner of disturbance whatsoever, and 
have passes and safe-conducts and convoys for their lives 
and said goods to Ross, or where else they diall think fit. 

< 6. That the Mayor, Bailifl^, Free Burgesses and Commons 
of the said Town may have, hold and enjoy the said Town 
and Suburbs, their commons, their franchises, their liberties 
and immunities, which hitherto they enjoyed ; and that the 
Mayor, Bailiffi and Free Burgesses may have the govenmient 
of the said Town, as hitherto they enjoyed the same from the 
Realm of England, and that they may have no other govern- 
ment, they adhering to the State of England, and observing 
their orders, and the orders of their Governors in this Realm 
for the time being. 
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^7. That all and every the Burgesses and Inhabitants, 
either native or strangers, of the said Town, who shall con- 
tinue their abode therein, or come to live there within three 
months, and their heirs, shall have, hold and enjoy all and 
tringnlar their several castles, messuages, houses, lands, tene- 
ments and hereditaments within the land of Ireland, and aU 
their goods and chattels, of what nature, qualil^ or condition 
soever, to them and their heirs, to their own several uses 
forever, without molestation. 

<8. That such Burgess or Burgesses, or other Inhabitant 
of the said Town, as shall at any time hereafter be desirous 
to leave the said Town, shall have free leave to dispose of 
their real and personal estates respectively to their best 
advantage; and farther have full liberty and a safe-conduct 
respectively to go into England or elsewhere, according to 
their several pleasures who shall desire to depart the same. 

^9. That all and singular the Inhabitants of the said 
Town, either native or strangers, fix)m time to time and at 
all times hereafter, shall have, reap and enjoy the full liberty 
of free-bom English subjects, without the least incapacity or 
restriction therein; and that all the Freemen of the said 
Town, from time to time, shall be as free in all the seaports, 
cities and towns in England, as the Freemen of all and every 
the said cities and towns ; and all and every the Freemen of 
the said cities and towns to be as free in the said Town of 
Wexford as the Freemen thereof, for their greater encomrage- 
ment to trade and commerce together on all hands. 

^10. That no memory remain of any hostility or distance 
which was hitherto between the said Town and Castle on the 
one part, and the Parliament or State of England on the 
other part ; but that all act and acts, transgressions, offences, 
depredations and other crimes, of what nature or quality so- 
ever, be they ever so transcendent, attempted or done, or 
supposed to be attempted or done, by the Inhabitants of the 
said Town or any other, heretofore or at present adhering to 
the said Town, either native or stranger, and every of them. 
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— shall pass in oblivion; without chastisement, challenge, 
recompense, demand or questioning for them, or any of theai, 
now or at any time hereafter. D. Simmott.^ 

*10K THE COIOCANDER-IN-CHIEF IN THE TOWN OF WEXfOBD 

' " Before Wexford," 11th October 1649. 
^ «SSr, — I have had the paiience to peruse your Prepositions; 
to which I might have returned an Answer with some disdain* 
Buty to be short f — 

*I shall give the Soldiers and Noncommissioned Officers 
quarter Jbr life, and leave to go to their several habitations^ 
with their wearing-clothes ; — tlietf engaging themselves to live 
quietly therCy and to take-up arm3 no more against the Par* 
Uament of England. And the Commissioned Officers quarter 
Jbr their Iroesy but to render themselves Prisoners. And as fir 
the Inhabitants, I shall engage myself That no violence shall 
be offered to their goods, and that I shaU protect the Town 
from plunder. 

^ I expect your positive Answer instantly; and if you wiU 
upon these terms surrender and quit, ** and^ shaU, in one houTy 
send forth to me Four Officers of the quality qf Field-Officers, 
and Two Aldermen, Jbr the perjbnnance thereof, I shall there" 
uponjbrbear aU acts of hostility. Your servant, 

'OLIVEB CROMWELL.' • 

Which ^ Answer ^ indeed had no effect. For whilst I was 
preparing of it ; studying to preserve the Town Jrom plunder, 
that it might be of the more use to you and your Army, — the 
Captain, who was one of the Commissioners, being fairly 
treated, yielded up the Castle to us. Upon the top of which 
our men no sooner appeared, but the Eneny quitted the Walls 

* The rest of the Wexford Correspondence is in TanmrnxA elsewhere ; this, 
which completes it, being considered hopelessly lost, must be taken as a very 
interesting little Document, now that it has turned op. Autograph (or Facsimile 
Copy? much hiterlined and yery hastily written), now (March ZS46) In tht 
possession of Edward Crawlimd, Esq., Solicitor, WelUogton (Joay, DubliiL 
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qf the Town ; which our men fcrcAtAngy ran vioknikf ispon 
ihe Town with their ladders^ and stormed iL And when ihey 
were come into ihe market-place^ the Enemy making a Hiff 
rerietanccj ourjbrces braJce them ; and then put aUto the sword 
that came in their way. Two boatjide qfthe Enemy aUempOng 
to escapCy being oroerpreet with numbers j sank ; whereby were 
drowned near three-hundred qf them. I believCf m ally there 
was lost of the Enemy not mamy less than Two-thousand ; and 
I believe not Twenty qf yours from first to last qf the Siege. 
And indeed it hathj not without cause^ been deeply set upon our 
hearts J TTuxt^ we intending better to this place than so great a 
rainy hoping ihe Town might be qf more use to you and your 
Army^ yet God would not have it so; but by an unexpected 
providence, in His righteous justice, brought a just judgment 
upon them ; causing them to become a prey to the soldier who 
ffi their piracies had made preys qf so many JamUieSj and now 
with their bloods to answer the cruelties which they had exercised 
upon the lives qf divers poor Protestants ! Two ^^ instances'^ qf 
which I have been lately acquainted with. About seroen or eight 
score poor Protestants were by them put into an old vessel; 
which being, as some say, btdged by them, the vessel sank, 
and they were all presently drowned in the Harbour. The 
other ^instance^ was thus : They put divers poor Protestants 
into a Chapel {which, since, they have used fir a Mass-house, 
and in which one or more qf their priests were now killed), 
where they werejbmshed to death. 

The soldiers got a very good booty in this place ; and had 
not they ^ had opportunity to carry their goods over ihe River, 
whilst we besieged it, it would have been much more : — I could 
have wished Jbr their own good, and the good qf the Garrison, 
ihey had been more moderate} Some things which were not 
easihf portable, we hope we shall make use qf to your behoqf. 
There are great quantities qfiron, hides, tallow, salt, pipe- and 
barrel-staves ; which are under commissioners'^ hands, to be 
* The Towoflblk. * Not forced m to storm them. 
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secured. We believe there are near a hundred caamon in the 
Forty and elsewhere in and dbofui the Town. Here is likewise 
some very good shipping : here are three vessels, one qf them 
qfthirty-fom' guns, which a weeVs time wovldJU to sea ; there 
is another qf about twenty guns, very near ready Ixkewiee. 
And one other Frigate qf twenty gvns, upon the stocks ; made 
Jbr sailing; which is buUt up to the uppermost deck : fir her 
handsomeness^ sake, I have appointed the workmen to finish her, 
here being materials to do it, if you or the Council qf State 
shall approve thereof. The Frigatey cdsOj taken beside the 
Forty is a most excellent vessel fijr sailing. Besides divers 
other ships and vessels in the Harbour. 

This Town is now so in your power^ that qf thefiyrmer 
inhabitants J I believe scarce one in twenty can challenge any 
property in their houses. Most qf them are run awayy and 
many qf them killed in this service. And it were to be wished^ 
thai an honest people would come and plant here ; — where are 
very good houses^ and other accommodations fitted to their 
hands f which may by your fivour be made qf encouragement 
to them. As also a seat qf good trade^ both inward vmd out- 
ward; — and qf marvellous great advantage in the point qfthe 
herring and other fishing. The Town is pleasantly seated 
and strong^ having a rampart qf earth zoithin the wall near 
fifteen fiet thick. 

Thus it hath pleased God to give into your hands this other 
mercy. For which, as fir aU, we pray God may have all the 
glory. Indeed your instruments are poor and weak, and can do 
notMng but through believing, — and thai is the gift qfCrod also. 

I humbly take leave, and rest, your most humble servant, 

OLIVER OBOMWELL. 

**P.S.^ A day or two before our Battery teas planted, 

Ormond, the Earl qf Castlehaven, the Lord qf Ardes and 

Clannebayes were on the other side qf the Water, with about 

1,800 horse ^and^ 1,500 fiot ; and offered to put infimr or 

fioe hundredfiot more into the Town ; which the Town refusing. 
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he marched away tn dU haeie. I sent the lAetdenant-General 
after him, with about 1,400 horse; but the Efnemy made haste 
Jbr him.* 

Young Charles n., who has got to the Isle of Jersey, decidedly 
hidining towards Ireland as yet, will probably be staggered by 
these occurrences, when the news of them reaches him. Not 
good quarters Ireland at present 1 The Scots have proclaimed 
him King; but clogged it with such conditions about the 
Covenant, about Malignants, and what not, as nothing but the 
throat of an ostrich could swallow. The poor young King is 
much at a loss ;^ — ^must go somewhither, and if possible take 
some Mrs. Barlow with him I Laird Winram, Senator, of the 
College of Justice, is off to deal with him ;* to see if he cannot 
help him down with the Covenant : the Laird^s best ally, I 
think, will be Oliver in Ireland. At Edinburgh these axe the 
news fix>m that quarter : 

*In October and November this year there ran and were 
spread frequent rumours that lieutenant-General Oliver 
Cromwell was routed in Ireland, yea killed ; and again that he 
bore all down before him like ane impetuous torrent: how 
that he had taken Tradaffe and Washeford,' Tredah and 
Wexford ; < and there, neither sparing sex nor age, had ezer- 
dsed all the cruelties of a merciless inhuman and bloody 
butcher, even brutishly against Nature. On these rumours 
Will Douglas,** no great shakes at metre, ^ did write these lines : 

'^ Cromwell is dead^ and risen ; and dead again^ 
And risen the third time afler he was slain : 
No wonder ! For he 's messenger of Hell : — 
And now he buffets us^ now posts to tell 
What's past ; and for more game new counsel takes 
Of his good friend the Devil, who keeps the stakes.*"' 

* Newspapers (in CromweHtana^ pp, 65-7) ; completed bj Tamier M8S. (in 
Gary, iL 168-185), and the Dublin Autograph given above at p. 76. 

* Carte's Ormmd Papers^ L 316, etc 

* lith October 1649, Balfour's ffistorual Wprks (Edinb. 1825), ilL 432. 
t Balfour's HistorUal Works, iii 433. 
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LETTERS CVIII— CXII 

BOSS 

Under date 5th November 1649, we read in the old News- 
papers : < Our affairs here have made this progress : Wexford 
being settled under the command of Colonel Cooke, our Army 
stayed not long there ; but hasted farther unto Ross. Which 
is a walled Town, situated upon the river Barrow, a very 
pleasant and commodious river, bearing vessels of a vezy 
considerable burden. Upon Wednesday the 17th of ibis 
instant October, we sat down before Ross ; and my Lord lieu- 
tenant, the same day, sent-in this following Summons : ^ 

LETTER CVIII 

TOR THE COMMAia)EB-IN-CHIEF IN BOSS : THESE 

''Before Roes/' l7t]i October 16i9. 

Sir^ — Since my camkng into Ireland, I have this witness Jbr 
myselff That I have endeavofured to avoid effiision qf blood; 
having been btfore no places to which such terms have not been 
first sent as might have turned to the good and preservation qf 
those to whom they were offered ; this being my principle^ thai 
the people and places where I come may not suffer, except 
through their own wilfulness. 

To the end I may observe the like course with this place and 
people therein, I do hereby summon you to deliver the Town qf 
Ross into my hands, to the use qf the Parliament qf England. 
Expecting your speedy answer, I rest, your servant, 

OLTTEB CROMWELL.^ 

'The trumpeter that carried this summons was denied 
entrance into the Town. The^ received his paper at the 

* Newspapen (in CfWHweUtanOf p. 67). 
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gates ; and told him that an answer should be retarned there- 
unto by a drummer of their own. Hereupon we prepared our 
batteries, and made ready for a storm. Ormond himself, 
Ardes, and Castlehaven were on the other side of the River ; 
and sent in supplies of 1,500 foot, the day before it was 
surrendered to us ; 1,000 foot being in it before we came unto 
it. Castlehaven was in it that morning they delivered it, and 
Inchiquin too had been there not above two or three days 
before our advance thither. They boated over their men into 
the Town in our sight ; and yet that did not discourage us in 
making ready all provisions fitting for a storm. On Friday 
the 19th of this instant, our great pieces began to play, and 
early in the morning the Governor sent out his Answer to my 
Loid lieutenants Summons :* 



^FOK GENEBw^ CROMWELL, OS, IN HIS ABSENCE, FOB THE COM* 
MANDSB-IN-CHISF OF THE ABMY NOW ENCAMPED BEFOBS BOSS. 

'Roes, 19th October 16i9 

* Sir, — ^I received a Summons from you, the first day you 
appeared before this place ; which should have been answered 
ere now, had not other occasions interrupted me. And 
although I am now in fSar better condition to defend this place 
than I was at that time, yet am I, upon the considerations 
ofiered in your Summons, content to entertain a Treaty ; and 
to receive from you those conditions that may be safe and 
honourable for me to accept of. Which if you listen to, I 
desire that pledges on both sides may be sent, for performance 
of such Articles as shall be agreed upon ; and that all acts of 
hostility may cease on both sides, and each party keep within 
their distance. To this your immediate resolution is expected 
by, — Sir, your servant, Lucas Taaff.** 

^Hereunto my Lord immediately returned this Answer,^— » 
which counts here as our Hundred-and-ninth Letter : 

VOL. n. F 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



8« PART V- CAMPAIGN IN IRELAND L^P OCT, 
LETTER CIX 

FOE THE GOYSENOE OF E068 : THESE 

^Before Rom/ 19th October 16tti 
Sb-f — If you like to mardi away wUk ihoae under yom 
command^ with their arms* bag and boffgagty and wUh drumi 
and colours^ and shaU deliver up the Town to mcy — IshaB gioe 
tauHon to perform these condiHone ; expecting the Vikefrom you. 
Ae to the inhabiiantSy they shall be permitted to Uve peaceably^ 
freejrom the injury and violence qfthe soldiers. 

If you like hereof ^ you can teU how to let me know your 
mindy notwithstanding my refusal qfa cessation. By these you 
win see the reality qf my intentions to save blood, and topre^ 
serve the place Jrom ruin. I rest, your servant, 

OLIVER CSOMWBLL.* 

< Our batteries still continued, and made a great breach in 
the WalL Our men were drawn out in a readiness to storm, 
lieutenant-Colonel Ingoldsby being by lot chosen to lead 
them ; but the Grovemor being willing to embrace conditions, 
sent out this his Reply : * 

* FOE GEMEEAL CEOIIWELL : THESE 

' Ross, 19th October 164a 
^ Sir, — ^There wants but little of what I would propose ;-^ 
which is. That such Townsmen as have a desire to depart, 
may have liberty within a convenient time to carry away 
themselyes and goods; and liberty of conscience to such as 
shall stay: and that I may carry away such artillery and 
ammunition as I have in my command. If you be inclined 
to this, I will send, upon your honour as a safe-conduct, an 
Officer to conclude with you. To which your immediate 
answer is expected by, — Sir, your servant, Lucas Taaft.* 
* NewtpapeiB (in CrsmwiUianat p. 68). 
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^ Hereunto my Lord gave this return,^ — our Hundred-and- 
tenth Letter: 

LETTER CX 

lOft THE GOYERKOR OF BOBS : THB8S 

** Before Roee," 19th October 1649. 

Sir J — To whai I Jbrmerhf offered^ I shall make good. Js 
for your caarrying away amy artillery or ammumtion^ that you 
brought not with you, or ^ thai ^ fuUh not come io you rince 
you had the command of thai jplace, — 1 muH deny you that ; 
expecting you to leave it as youjbund it. 

** Ae^ for that which you mention concerning liberty qf 
conscience, I meddle not with amy maris conscience. But if by 
liberty of conscience, you mean a liberty to exercise the Mass, I 
judge it best to use plain dealing, and to let you know. Where 
the Parliament ofE/ngUmd have power, that wHL not be aUawed 
qf. As fir such qf the Townsmen who desire to depart, and 
carry away themselves and goods (as you express), I engage 
myself they shall Jiave three-months time so to do; and in the 
mean time shall be protected Jrom violence in their persons and 
goods, as others under the obedience qfthe Parliaments 

If you accept qf this offer, I engage my honom Jor a 
punctual performance hereof. I rest, your servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL.'^ 
•The Governor returned this Answer:* 

< FOE GENERAL CROICWELL : THESE 

''19t]i October 1649. 
• Sir, — I am content to yield up this place upon the terms 
ofiered in your last and first Letters. And if you please to 
send your safe-conduct to such as I shall appoint to perfect 
these conditions, I shall on receipt thereof send them to yoiL 
In the interval, — ^To cease all acts of hostility, and that all 
* Newspepeii (in CrsmmiOUma, p. 68). 
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parties keep their own ground, until matters reoeive a fiill 
end. And so remains, — Sir, your servant, 

* Lucas Taatp.' 

• Hereunto my Lord replied thus : ' 

LETTER CXI 

FOft THE GOVEENOR OF ROSS : THESE 

19th October 1649. 
SiTy — You have my hand and honour engaged to perform 
what I offered m my Jiret and last Letters; which I ehaU 
moiolably observe. I eapect you to send me immediately Jour 
persons qfsuch qtiaUty as may be hostages for your perjbrmr 
once ; for whom you have this Safe-Conduct endosed^ into wJiich 
you may insert their names. Without which I shall not cease 
acts of hostility. If anything happen by your delay j to your 
prejudice^ it wiM not be myJauU. Those you send may see the 
conditions perjeded. Whilst I Jbrbear acts qf hostility ^ I 
expect you Jbrbear aU actings wUhin. I restj your servant^ 

OLIVER OSOMWBLL.* 

'This,^ says the old Newspaper, 'was the last message 
between them : the Grovemor sending out his four hostages to 
compose and perfect the Agreement, our batteries ceased; 
and our intentions to storm the Town were disappointed. 
Thus within three days we had possession of this place without 
the effiision of blood. A very considerable place, and a very 
good quarter for the refreshment of our soldiers. The Enemy 
marched over to the other side of the River, and did not come 
out of that side of the Town where we had encamped,^ — 
which I think was a judicious movement of theirs. What 
English were in the Gknison, some Five or Six hundred here, 
do, as their common custom is, 'join us.^ Munster Rpyalist 
Forces, poor Ormond men, they had rather live, than be slain 
in such a Cause as this has grown. 

* Newspapers (in Crwmwel/i a tia, p. 69). 
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LETTER CXII 

Here is Cromwell^s official account of the same bosiiieBS, 
in a Letter to Lenthall : 



^ TOR THE HONOURABLE WnUAM LEKTHALL, ESaUIRE, 8FBAKSR OF 
THE PARLIAHENT OF EN6LAKD : THESE ^ 

Ron^ 25th October 1649. 

Sir^ — Since my last from Wexford^ toe marched to Roes ; a 
walled Town, eihiakd upon the Barrow ; a port-town, up to 
which a ehip qfeeoen or eight Jiundred tons may come. 

We came hrfore H upon Wednesday the Ylth instant, wUh 
three pieces qf camwn. That evening I sent a summons; 
Major-General Taaff, being Gaoemor, reused to admit my 
TVumpet into the Town ; but took the Summons in, returning 
me no answer. I did hear that near 1,000 Jbot had been put 
into this place some Jew days brfonre my coming to U. The 
next day was spent in making preparations for our battery ; 
and in our view there were boated over from the other side of 
the river, of English, Scots, and Irish, 1,500 more; Ormond, 
CastJeJiaven, and the Lord of Jrdes, being on the other side qf 
the water to cause it to be done. 

Thai night toe planted our battery ; which began to play 

very early the next miming. The Gooemor immediaUly sent 

forth an Answer to my Summons ; copies qf off which I make 

bold herewith to trouble you ^ xdth^ ;^ the rather because you 

may see how God pulls down proud siomachs. TThe Governor 

desired commissioners might treat, and thai in the mean time 

there might be a ceasing of acts of hostility on both sides. 

Which I refused; sendktg in word. That j^ he would march 

away with arms, bag and baggage, and give me hostages for 

performance, he should. Indeed he might have done it without 

my leave, by the advantage qf the River. He insisted upon 

^ We have jmt itaa Ombu 
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having the cannon wiih him; which I xvovld not yield untOy 
but required the leaving the artillery and ammunition; which 
he was content to doj and marched avoayy leaving the greai 
artillery and the ammunition in the etares to me. — When they 
marched away^ at least 500 EngUshy many qf them qf the 
MvmterJbrceSy came to u$. 

Ormond is at KUkennyy IncMquin in Munster^ Henry (TNeH 
Owen Rois sonj is come vp to Kilkenny^ with near S,000 horse 
and Jboty with whom and Ormond there is now a perfect conr 
junction. So that now^ I trusty some angry friends will ihink 
it high time to take off their jealousy^ from those to whom they 
ought to exercise more charity. 

The rendition qf this Garrison was a seasonable mercy y as 
giving us an opportunity towards Munster; and is far the 
present a very good refreshment for our men. We are able to 
say notJmig as to all thiSy but thai the Lord is stiU pleased to 
own a company qfpoor worthless creatures; Jbr which we desire 
His name to be magnified, and << that ^ the hearts qf all con- 
cerned may be provoked to walk worthy qf such continued 
fsoours. This is the earnest desire qfyour most humble servant , 

OMVEB OBOMWELL. 

PJS. Colonel Horton is lately dead qf the Country-cHseasey 
leaving a Son behind him. He was a person qf great integrity 
and courage. His farmer services, especially that qf the last 
summer, I hope wHl be had in remembrance.* 

Poor Horton ; he beat the Welsh at St. Fagan^s, and did 
good Service ^last summer^; and now he is dead of 'the 
Country-disease,^ — a pestilence raging in the rear of Famine 
and the Spoil of War. Famine has long reigned. When 
the War ended, Ludlow teUs us, it was found necessary to 

^ Jeftloosy of the Parliament's having countenanced Monk in hit negotiatioiit 
with Owen Roe and the Old-Irish of the liassaoe. 
* Newspapeis (hi JPsrL Sutoiyt six* 924-6). 
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issue a ProcUmation that ^no lambs or calves should be killed 
for one year,^ the stock of cattle being exhausted. Such 
waste had there been, continues he, in burning the possessions 
of the English, many of the Natives themselves were driven to 
starvation ; ^ and I have been informed by persons deserving 
credit, that the same calamity fell upon them even in the first 
year of the Rebellion, through the depredations of the Irish ; 
and that they roasted men, and ate them, to supply their 
necessities.*^ Such a War is worth ending at some cost! — ^In 
the Lord Lieutenant's Army, we learn elsewhere, there was an 
abundant supply, the country crowding in as to a good 
market, where sure prices were given, and fair dealing enforced; 
all manner of depredators beings according to the paper 
Proclamation, hanged in very authentic hemp. 'Much 
better supplied than any of the Irish Armies had ever been.* ' 



LETTERS CXIII— CXVIII 

Thx stroke that fell on Tredah, repeated at Wexford, at 
Ross not needing to be repeated, has, as we say, broken the 
brain of the Irish War ; the body of which, over Ireland 
generally, here over the South-west more especially, everywhere 
staggers falling, or abeady lies faUen, writhing in paralytic 
convulsions, making haste to die. Of its final spasms, wide- 
spread confused death-agonies, and general swift death, ovei 
this Munster r^on, through the winter months, and of the 
Lord Lieutenant*s demeanour therein, these Six Letters give 
us indication such as may suffice. 

LETTER CXIII 

Hers is a small glimpse of domesticity again, due to the 
Pusey Seventeen ; very welcome to us in these wild scenes. 
^ Lndkfw, L 338^ * Carte, iL 90. 
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Mayor has endorsed it at Hursley, < Received ISth December 
1649.^ ' Cousin Barton,^ I suppose, is the Barton who 
boggled at some things in the Marriage-Contracts ; a respect- 
able man, though he has his crotchets now and then. 



FOR M7 BEL07SD BROTHER RICHARD MATOR, ESaUIRE, AT HURSLET * 

THESE 

B/cm, Idth November 16^. 

Dear Brother^ — I am not q/ien ai leisure^ nor now, to salute 
myjriende ; yet unwilling to lose this opportumty. I take ity 
only to let you know thai you and your FawXIy are often in my 
prayers. As Jbr Dicky I do not much expect it from himy 
knowing his idleness ; but I am angry with my Daughter as a 
promise-breaker. Pray teU her so ;— bull hope she will redeem 
herself. 

It has pleased the Lord to give us (since the taking qf Wex- 
ford and Ross) a good interest in Munstery by the accession^ qf 
Cork and Youghaly which are both submitted ; their Command- 
ers are now with me. Divers other lesser Garrisons are come 
in also. The Lord is wonderful in these things ; U^s His hand 
alone does them : oh that all the praise might be ascribed to 
Him! 

I have been crazy in my health ; but the Lord is pleased to 
sustain me. I beg your prayers. I desire you to call upon 
my Son to mind the things qf God more and more : alaSy what 
profit is there in the things qf this world! — eofcqii they be en- 
joyed in Christy they are snares. I wish he may evyoy his 
Wifi sOy and she him ; I wish I may enjoy them both so. 

My service to my dear Sister ^ and^ Cousin Ann; my 
blessing to my Childreny and laoe to my Cousin Barton and 
the rest. Sir, I amy your affectionate brother and servant y 

OLIVER OROMWELI^^ 

1 'access' in orig. 

* Harris, p. 511 ; one of the Posey set, presenred hf Dnndi, as intimated 
abore. 
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LETTER CXIV 

The opportune Victory at Rathmines produced the revival 
of an old Vote, produced also a new special Vote, in fEivour 
of Lieutenant-Greneral Jones ; ^ which new Vote ought not to 
fall asleep again, as the old one had done. Thomas Soott, of 
the Council of State, whom we have already seen ; ^ peppery 
Thomas,^ is not yet to vanish from this History. Of Broghil, 
< Munster Business,^ and the rest, there will be farther notice in 
next Letter, which is of the same date with this. 

^ lOft THX HOK. THOMAS SCOTT, OF THE COUm^IL OF 8TATB : 



Rosi, 14th November 1649L 
iSSr, — I hope you will excuse this trouble. I understand the 
House did vote Lieutenant-General Jones Five-hundred pounds 
per annum qf lands of inheritance Jrom Irish LandSf upon the 
news qfthe Dtfeai given to the Enemy before Dublin^ imrnedi' 
ately before my coming over. I think it wUl be a very accept^ 
able work^ and very well taken at your hands j to move the 
House Jbr an immediate settlement thereof: it will be very 
convenieni ai this time. 

Another thing is this. The Lord Broghil is now in Mun- 
ster ; where he^ I hope^ will do very good offices : all his suit is 
Jbr Theo-hundred pounds to bring his Wife over : such a sum 
would not be cast away. He haih a greai interest in the men 
thai come Jrom Inchiquin.^ I have made him and Sir WilUam 
Fenton, Colonel Blake^ and Colonel Deane, — who I believe, ^< at 
least " one of them, will bejrequently in Cork Harbour ; making 
that a victualling place Jbr the Irish Fleet, instead of Mil/brd 
Haven, — "/ have made them^ and Colonel Phayr, Com- 
missionersjbr a temporary management of affairs 4here. 

This Business qf Munster will empty your Treasfwry : there- 

* Antea, p. 43. 

* That deiert to xu from Lord Inchiqnin, the Ormond Chief in Mtmster, 
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fbre you have need to hasten our numey allotted us ; lest you 
put us to stand with ourjingers in our mouths! — I resty «S!r, 
your seroant, OLIVER CROMWELL* 

LETTER CXV 

The < General Blake' of this Letter, ' Colonel Blake' of the 
last, is Admiral Blake ; he, with Ayscough, Deane and vigilant 
Sea-offioers, cooperating with Oliver on land, now dominates 
these waters. Prince Rupert, with the residue of the Revolted 
Ships, is Ijdng dose, for shelter from him, under the guns of 
Kinsale ; — ^verging, poor Prince, vo a fugitive roaming searlife, 
very like Piracy in some of its features. He abandoned it as 
desperate, before long. Poor Prince Maurice, searroving in 
like fashion, went to the bottom ; sank, in the West Indies, 
mouse and man ; and ended, none knows exactly where, when, 
or how. Rupert invented, or helped to invent, ^ pinchbeck' 
in subsequent years, and did no other service to the public 
that I know ot 

The defection of Cork and Youghal, full of English influ- 
ences and complex distractions, followed naturally on OrcnnweU's 
successes. In Lady Fanshawe's Memoirs is a vivid account of 
the universal hurlyburly that took place at Cork, on the verge 
of this occurrence there : tremulous instant decision what you 
will do, which side you will join ; swift packing in the dead 
of night ; swift ridir^ off, in any carriage, cart or ass-cart you 
can bargain with for love or money t Poor Lady Fanshawe 
got to G^way, there to try it yet a little longer. 

FOE THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM LEKIHALL, ESaUDUE, SPEAXEE OF 
THE PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND : THESE 

Ross, 14Ui November 1640. 
Sh-j — Jbcut a Jbrtnighi since^ I had some good assurance 
that Cork was returned to its obedience; and had refused 
* Tanner Mss. (in Gary, iL 188). 
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InMquinj who did strongly endecevour to redmtegrate hm- 
9elf there^ but without success} I did hear also SuU Colonel 
Townsend was coming to me with their submission and desires^ 
but was interrupted bjf a Fort at the mouth qf CorJe Harbour. 
But hatdng sufficient grounds upon the firmer infbrmationj and 
other confirmation out qf the Enemfs camp thai it teas true, I 
desired General Blake, who was here xeith me, thai he would 
repair thither in Captain Mildmay*s Frigate, called the Non- 
such. Who, when they came thither, receioed such entertains 
ment as these enclosed wiB let you see. 

In the mean time the Garland, one qf your third-rate Ships, 
coming happily into Waier/brd Bay, I ordered her, and a great 
Prize lately taken in that Bay, to transport Colonel Phayr ' to 
Cork ; whitherward he went, having along with him near Five* 
hundred fiot, which I spared him out qf this poor Army, and 
1,500/. in money ; giving him such instructions as were proper 
fir the promoting qf your interest there. As they went with 
an intention fir Cork, it pleased God the wind coming cross, 
they were firced to ride off fiom Dungarvan. Where they 
met Captain Mildmay returning with the Nonsuch Frigate, 
with Colonel Townsend aboard, coming to me; who advertised 
them thai Youghal had also declared fir the Parliament qf 
England. Whereupon they steered their course thither ; and 
sent fir Colonel Giffbrd, Colonel Warden, Major Purden {who 
with Colonel Townsend have been very active instruments fir 
the return both qf Cork and Youghal to their obedience, having 
some qf them ventured their lives twice or thrice to effect it), 
and the Mayor qf Youghal aboard them ; who, accordingly, 
immediately came and made tender qf some propositions to be 
offered to me. But my Lord BroghU being on board the Ship, 
assuring them it would be more fir their honour and advantage 
to desire no conditions, they said they would submit. Where^ 
upon my Lord BroghU Sir William Fenton, and Colonel 
Phayr, went to the Town ; and were received, — / shall give 
you my Lord BroghiTs own words, — <with all the real 
> See Cute» ii. 91. * He of the King's Death-Wamat 
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demonstrations of gladness an overjoyed people were cap- 
able of.^ 

Not long aftery CoUmel Phayr landed hisjbot. And by the 
endeavours qfihe noble person^ qfbre mentioned^ and the rest qf 
the genUemen, the Garrison is put in good order; and the 
Munster officers and soldiers in thai Garrison in a way of 
settlement. Colonel Phayr intends^ as I hear, to leave ThiXh 
hundred men there, and to march with the rest overland to Cork. 
I hear by Colonel Tozvnsend, and the rest qf the genUemen that 
were employed to me, that BaUimore, CastleJiaven, Cappoquin, 
and some other places qf hard names, are come in, — I wish 
Foot come over seasonably to man them ; — as also thai there 
are hopes qf other places. 

From Sir Charles Coote, Lord President qf Connaught, I 
had a Letter, about three crjbur days since. That he is come 
over the Bann, and hath taken Colerame by storm ; and thai 
he is in coryunction with Colonel Venables, — who, I hear, haih 
besieged Carrichfirgus ; which if through the mercy qf God it 
be taken, I know nothing considerable in the North (^ Ireland, 
but Charlemont, that is not in your hands. 

We lie with the Army at Ross ; where we have been making 
a bridge over the Barrow, and ^^ have^ hardly yet accomplished 
^it^ as we could ztnsh. The Enemy lies upon the Nore, on 
the land between the Barrow and it ; having gathered together 
off tJie force they can get. Owen Bo^s men, as they report 
them, are Six-thousand foot, and about Four-thousand horse, 
beside their awn Army ^ in this quarter ^ ; and they give out 
they will have a day for it : — which we hope the Lord qf Sis 
mercy wHl enable us to give them, in H%s own good time* In 
whom we desire our only trust and confidence may be. 

Whilst we have lain here, we have not been without some 
sweet taste qf the goodness qf God. Your Ships have taken 

* Lord BroghiL The somewhat romantic stcny of Cromwell's first visit to him, 
and chiyalrous conquest of him, at his lodgings in London, ' in the dusk of the 
evening/ is in Collins's Peeragi (London, 1741), iv. 253 ; and in many •ther 
Books ;->oopied from Monloe's L^ rf Orrmy. 
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mme good prizes. The last woe thus: TTiere came in a 
DiuMrlc momraf-wofr with 8S guns; who brought-in a Thtrkiah 
mamrof-war whom eke had taJcen^ and another ship qf ten guns 
Jaden xdth poor-john and oU. These txco your ships took. Bui 
ihe man-^'Warj whose prizes these two werSy put herself under 
the Fort of Duncarmon^ so thai your ships could not come near 
her. It pleased God we had txco demi-cannon with tJieJboty on 
ihe shore ; which being ptaniedy raked her through, TciOmg and 
wounding her men ; so thai ctfler ten shot she weighed anchor y 
and ran into your Fleets xmih a flag qf submission, surrender- 
ing herself. She was well manned, the prisoners taken being 
Two-hundred-and-thirty. I doubt the taking prisoners qf (his 
sort will cause the wicked trade qf Piracy to be endless. They 
were landed here before I was aware : and a hundred qf them, 
as I hear, are gotten into Duncannon, and have taken up arms 
there ; and I doubt the rest, thai are gone to Waier/brd, will 
do us no good. TThe seamen, being sofuU qf prizes and unpro- 
vided qf victual, knew not how otherwise to dispose qfthem* 

Another ^ mercy ^ teas this. We, having left divers rick 
men, both horse and Jbot, at Dublin, — hearing many qf them 
were recovered, sent them orders to march up to us; which 
accordingly they did. Coming to Arklow on Monday the flrst 
qf this instant, being about 850 horse and about 800 Jbot, — 
the Enemy, hearing qf them (through the greai advantage 
they have in poini qf intelligence), drew together a body qf 
horse and Jbot near 8,000, wJiich Inchiguin commanded. There 
went also, wiih this party. Sir Thomas Armstrong, Colonel 
Trevor, and most qf their great ranters} We sent jifteen or 
rixteen troops to their rescue, near eight hours too laie. It 

^ Braggarts, great guns, Trevor had given Venables, as above hinted, a danger* 
o«is camisado in the North lately ; and was not £eir from raining him, bad the end 
corresponded with the beginning (see Carte, iL 89). To which Cromwell allndes 
by and by, in this Letter. Lord Inchiquin, a man of Royalist-Presbyterian 
tendencies, has fought long, <m various sides. The name Armstrong is not yet 
much of a * ranter ' ; but a new Sir Thomas will become frimons under Titus Oates. 
— Ludlow gives a curious account of this same running-6ght on the sea«beach of 
Aiklow (i. 309). 
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pleased God we sent them word by a nearer way^ To march 
doeey and be circumspect^ and to make what haste they could to 
Wexfbrdf by the sea-side. They had marched near eighteen 
mUeSf and were come within seven miles qf Wetcfbrd {the Jbot 
being miserably wearied)^ when the Enemy gave the scouts qf 
the rearguard an alarm. Whereupon they immediately dreohup 
in (he best order they could upon the sands^ the sea on the one 
handy and the rocks on the other ; where the Enemy made a 
very furious charge: ^^ and^ overbearing our horse with iheir 
numbers^ which, as some qf their prisoners confess^ were Fifteen^ 
hundred qf their best horse, forced them in some disorder back 
to the Jbot. Our Jbot stood ; Jbrbearing their Jhring till the 
Enemy was come almost wUJiin pistolshot, and then letjly very 
Jiitt in the faces qf them : whereby some qf them began to 
fumble; (he rest running oj^ in a very great disorder; — and 
^ they ^ faced not about until they got above musket^hot off. 
Upon this our horse took encouragement ; drawing^ again ; 
bringing-up some foot to Jlank them. And a gentleman qf 
ourSj that had charged through before, being amongst them 
undiscemedy having put his signal into his hat as they did, — 
took his opportunity and came off; letting our men know. That 
the Enemy was in great vonfuAon and disorder, and that ^ 
they could attempt another charge, he was confident good might 
be done on them. It pleased God to give our men courage: 
they advanced; and falling upon the Enemy, totally routed 
them ; took two colours and divers prisoners, and killed divers 
upon the place and in the pursuit. I do not hear that we have 
two men killed; and but one mortally wounded, and not Jive 
that are taken prisoners. 

The quick march qf our party made Inchiquin that he could 
reach them xrith nothing but his horse, hoping to put them to a 
stand untU his foot came up ; which if he had done, there had 
probably been no saving qf a man qf this party. Without 
doubt Inchiquin, TVevor, and the rest qf those people, who are 
very good at this work, had swallowed up this party ! And 
indeed it was, in human probability, lost; but God, that defeated 
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Trevor in hi$ attempt upon Venables {wMch Trevor^ ae I hear 
this flight Jrom the Eneim/*e campy was shot through the beOjf 
in this service^ and is carried to KUkemiyj — and Sir Thomas 
Armstrong is also wounded), JuUh disappointed {hem, and 
poured shasne upon them in this df/kU; giving us the lives 
qfa compamf qf our dear friends f which I hope will be improved 
to His glory and their Country* s good. 

Sir, having given you this account, I shaU not trouble you 
much with particular desires. Those I shaU humbly present to 
the Council of State. Onty, in the general, give me leave 
humbly to offer what in my judgment I conceive to be far your 
service, with aJvU submission to you. We desire recruits may 
be speeded to us. It is not Jit to tell you how your Garrisons 
wHl be unsuppUed, and no Field marching Army considerable, 
if but three Garrisons more were in our hands.^ It is not well 
not to Jbllow providences.^ Your recruits, and the Jbrces 
desired, wiU not raise your charge, if your assignments cdready 
"for the Jbrces here do come to our hands in time. I should not 
doubt << but,^ by the addition qf assessments here, to have your 
charge in some reasonable measure borne; and the soldier 
upheld, without too much neglect or discouragement, — which 
sickness, in this country so HI agreeing with their bodies, puts 
upon them; and ** which'" this Wmter'^s-action, I believe not 
heretofore known by English in this country, subjects them to. 
To tiie praise qf God I speak it, I scarce know one Officer qf 
forty amongst us that hath not been rick. And how many 
considerable ones we have lost, is no little thought qf heart to 
us.^ 

Wherefore I humbly beg, thai the moneys desired may be 
seasonably sent over ; and those other necessaries, clothes, shoes 
and stocTAngs,Jbrmerly desired; that so poor creatures may be 
encouraged: and, through the same blessed Presence thai has 
gone along with us, I hope, before it be long, to see Ireland no 
burden to England, but a profitable part qf its Commonwealth. 

^ Sentence ooutted in the Newspaper. 

* Beckoning of ProvideDce. ' Sentence omitted in the Newtpapec 
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And certainly the extendvng your he^ in this way^ at this timey 
is the most profitable means speedily to effect it. And if I did 
not think it your best tJirifif I would not trouble you ai all 
with it. 

I have sent Sir Arthur Lqftus with these Letters. He hoik 
gone along oAth usy testifying a great deal qf love to your 
seroice. I know his suffering are very great; for he hath 
lost near all: his Regiment was reduced to save your chargSj 
not out qf any exceptions to his person. I humbly therefore 
present him to your consideration} 

Craving pardon Jbr this troubley I restj your most humble 
andfcithfvil servant^ 

OLIVEB CROMWELL.* 



LETTER CXVI 

Commons Journals^ 12^ Decembris 1649 : * A Letter from 
the liOrd Lieutenant of Ireland was this day read. Ordered^ 
That the said Letter be forthwith printed and published ^ ; — 
Lord Mayor to be sure and send it to all the Ministers next 
Lord'^s-day, who are to be, as they best may, the voice of our 
devout thankfiilness for ^ these great mercies.^ Here is the 
Letter still extant for posterity, — ^with or without the thank- 
fulness. 

We cannot give the exact day of date. The Letter exists, 
separate, or combined with other matter, in various old 
Pamphlets ; but is nowhere dated ; and in fact, as the Entry 
in the Commons Journals may indicate, was never dated either 
as to place or time. The place we learn by the context : the 
time was after Saturday November 24th,* and before December 
had yet begun ; — ^probably enough, Sunday November 25th« 

^ Paragraph omitted. 

* Newspapers (in Cromwelliana^ pp. 69-71); Tanner ifss. (in Cary* fl. 

189^7). 

* See postea, p. 99 ; and Whitlocke, 2d edition, p. 433. 
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FOB THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM LENTHALL, ESaUIRE, SPEAKER OF 
THE PAEUAMENT OF ENGLAND : THESE 

«* Before Waterford, — Nov. 1649.- 
Mr. Speaker^ — The Enemy being quartered between the two 
rivers of Nore and Barrow^ and masters qf all tJie passages 
thereupon ; and giving aid their resolutions tojight uSy thereby^ 
as we conceived^ labouring to get reputation in the countries^ 
and occasion more strength^ — it was thought JU our Army 
should march towards them. Which accordingly y upon Thursday 
the \5th instant^ was done. The Mcyor-General and Lieuten- 
ant-General ^ {leaving me very sick at Ross behind them), with 
two battering guns, advanced towards Inistioge ; a little walled 
Town about Jive miles Jrom RosSy upon the Nore, on the south 
side thereof J which was possessed by the Enemy. But a party 
of our men under the command qf Colonel Abbot, the night 
before, approaching the gates, and attempting tojire the same, 
the Enemy ran away through the River, leavifig good store qf 
provisions behind them. 

Our Commanders hoped by gaining this Town to have 
gained a pass.* But indeed there JiU so much sudden wet as 
made the River unpassable by that time the Army was come up. 
Whereupon, hearing thai the Enemy lay about two miles off 
upon the River, near Thometstown, a pretty large walled Town 
upon the Nore, on the north side thereof, having a bridge over 
the River, — our Army marched thither. But the Enemy had 
broken the bridge, and garrisoned the Town ; and in the view 
of our Army marched away to Kilkenny, — seeming, though I 
beUeve they were double our number, to decline an engagement. 
Which they had the power to heme necessitated us unto ; but 
^ which it ^ was noways in our power, if they would stand upon 
the advantage of the Passes, to engage them unto ; — nor indeed 

* IretoQ and Jones. ■ A ford over the River. 

TOL. n. o 
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<* w(u it in our power ^ to contiitme oui two days longer y having 
almost spent all the bread they ^ carried with them. 

Whereupon^ seeking God for direction, they resolved to send 
a good party of horse and dragoons under Colo7iel Reynolds, 
to Carrick ; and to march the residue of the Army back towards 
Ross, — to gain more bread for the prosecution of tJuxt design, 
if,byttte blessing of God, it should take. Colonel Reynolds, 
marching with twelve troops of horse, and three troops qf 
dragoons, came betimes in tfte mormng to Carrick. Where, 
dividing himself into two parties, — whUst they were amused 
with the one, he entered one qfthe Gates with the other. Which 
their soldiers perceiving, divers of them and their officers escaped 
aver the River in boats : aboiU an hundred officers and soldiers 
^^were^ taken prisoners, without the loss qf one man on our 
part. In this place is a very good Castle, and one qf the 
ancientest seats belonging to the Lord qfOrmond, in Ireland: 
the same was rendered without any loss also, where were good 
store qf provisions Jbr the rtfreshing qfour men. 

The Colonel giving us speedy intelligence qfGods mercy in 
this, we agreed to march, with all convenient speed, the residue 
qf the Army up thither. Which accordingly was done upon 
Wednesday and Thursday the %\st and %9d qf this instant ; 
and, through God's mercy, I was enabled to bear them con^pany. 
Being come hither, we did look at it as an especial good hand 
qf Providence to give us this place ; inasmuch as it gives us 
a passage over the River Suir to the City qf Waiterfijrd, and 
indeed into Munster to our shipping and provisions, which 
before were beaten from us out qf WaJterford Bay by the 
Enemy'' s guns. It hath given us also opportunity to besiegk! 
or block'Up Water/brd; and we hope our gracious God will 
therein direct us also. It hath given us also the opportunity 
qfour guns, ammunition, and victual ; and indeed quarter Jbr 
our horse, which could not have subsisted much longer : so sweet 
a mercy was the giving qfthis little place unto us. 

^ * they* and < them' mean wi and m : the swift-rushing sratenoe here alters 
Its personality from first person to third, and so goes on. 
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Having relied there a nighty and by noon of the ne^vt day 
gotten our Army over the River; — leaving Colonel Reynolds 
wiih about One-hundred-and-Jifiy Foot^ his own six troops qf 
horsey and one troop qf dragoons^ with a very Utile ammunition 
according to the smaOness qfour marching store; — we marched 
away towards Waterfbrdy upon Friday ihe ftSd; and on 
Saturday about noon came before the City. TTie Enemy y being 
not a Utile troubled at this unsuspected business {which indeed 
was the mere guidance qfGod)y marched down with great Jury 
towards Carrick with their whole Army^ resolving to swaUow it 
up; and upon SaJburday the S4^ assault the place rounds 
thinking to take it by storm. But God had otherwise deter* 
mined. For the troopers and the rest qf ihe soldiers wUh 
stones^ did so pelt tJiem, ihey ^ xoere forced to draw off; (ufter^ 
continuing near Jour hours under the walls ; ** after'" having 
burnt ihe Gates, which our men barricaded up with stones ; and 
Ukewise ** having^ digged under ihe waUsy and sprung a small 
mincy which Jlew in their ownjaces. But they l(fi about Jorty 
or jifhf men dead under the Walls ; and have drawn offy as 
some say, near Jbw'hundred more, which they buried up and 
down thejields ; besides what are wounded. Andy as Inchiquin 
himse^ confessed in the hearing qf some qf their soldiers lately 
come to usy^ ihis^ hath lost him above a thousand men. — 7^ 
Enemy was drawing off his dead a good part qf the night. 
They were in such haste upon the assaulty that they kitted their 
own trumpeter as he was returning with an Answer to the 
Summons sent by them. Both in the taking and defending qf 
this place Colonel Reynolds his carriage was such as deserves 
much honour.^ 

Upon our coming be/ore WcUerfbrd^ I sent the lieutenant- 
General with a regiment qfhorscy and three troops qfdragoonsy 

^ Having only < a vay little ammimition ' and small use of guns (see Whitlocke, 
p. 418; Ladlow, etc). 

* We shall hear of Reynolds again. 

* Letters to and from the Mayor of Waterford on this occasion : Appendiz, 
Na 15. 
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to endeavour the reducinff of the Passage Fort : a very large 
Fort tffith a Castle in the midst qfUj having Jive guns pUmted 
in ity and commanding the River better than Duncanncn ; it 
not being much above musket-shot over^ where this Fort stands ; 
and we can bring up hither ships of three-hundred tonSy without 
any danger Jrorri Duncamum. Upon the aitempty though our 
materials were not very apt Jbr the business j yet the Enemy 
called Jbr quarter ^ — and had Uj and we the place. We also 
possessed the guns which the Enemy had planted to beat our 
ships out of the Bay^ two miles below. By the taking qf this 
Fort we shall much straiten Duncannon from provisions by 
watery as we hope they are not in a condition to get much by 
land; besides the advantage it is to %u to have provisions to 
come up the River. 

It hath pleased the Lord, whilst these things have been thus 
transacting here, to add to your interest in Munster, Bandon 
Bridge ; the Town, as we hear, upon the matter, thrusting out 
young Jephson,^ who toos their Governor ; or else he deserting 
•^ upon thai jealousy. As also Kinsale, and the Fort there : — 
out of which Fort Four-hundred men marched upon articles, 
when ii Toas surrendered. So that now, by the good hand of 
the Lord, your interest in Munster is near as good already as 
ever it teas since this War began. I sent a party about two 
days ago to my Lord qf Broghil ; from whom I expect to have 
an account qfaU. 

Sir, what can be said in these things f Is it an arm qf 
flesh thai hath done these things f Is it the wisdom and 
counsel, or strength qf men f It is the Lord only. God wHl 
curse that man and his house that dares to think otherwise ! 
Sir, you see the work is done by a Divine leading. God gets 
into the hearts qf men, and persuades them to come under you. 
I teU you, a considerable part qf your Army is Jitter Jbr an 
hospital than thejield: if the Enemy did not know it, I should 

^ * Young Jephson,' I suppose, is the son of Jephson, Member for Stockbridge, 
Hants ; one d those whom Pride purged away ;^not without reason, as is here 
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have held U impolitic to have zorit this. They know U ; yet 
they know not what to do. 

I humbly beg leave to offer a word or two. I beg of those 
that are Jaithfuly that they give glory to God. I wish it may 
have influence upon the hearts and spirits of all fhase that are 
now in place qf Government^ in the greatest trusty — thai they 
may all in heart draw near to God ; giving Him glory by 
holiness qfJxfe and conversation; ^and"^ that these unspeakable 
mercies may teach cKssenting brethren on all sides to agreCy at 
leasty in praising God. And if the Father qf the JamHy be so 
kindy why should there be such jarrings and heart-burnings 
amongst the children t And if it will not be received That 
these are the seals qf God's approbation qf your great CTiange 
qfGovemmentf — which indeed are no more yours than these 
victories and successes are ourSy — yet let them with us sm/y even 
the most unsatisfied heart amongst them. That both are the 
righteous judgments and mighty works qf God That He 
hath pulled the mighty from his seaty and calls to an account 
**Jbr " innocent blood. That He thus breaks the enemies qfHis 
Church in pieces. And let them not be sulleny but praise the 
Lordy — and think qf us as they please; and toe shall be 
satisfied, and pray Jbr themy and wait upon our God. And 
we hope we sfiatt seek the welfare and peace qf our native 
Country : and the Lord give them hearts to do so too. Indeedy 
iSir, / was constrained in my bowels to write thus much. I 
ask your pardon { and rest, your most humble servanty 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

An Able-Editor in the old Newspapers has been inexpres- 
sibly favoured with the sight of a Letter to ^ an Honourable 
Member of the Council of State ' ; Letter dated * Cork, 
18th December 1649^; wherein this is what we still read: 
' Yesterday my Lord Lieutenant came, from Youghal the 
head-quarter, unto Cork; my Lord Broghil, Sir William 
FenUm, and divers other Grentlemen and Commanders attend- 
* Newipaptn (in Crprnw^lHamay pp. 71-73)- 
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ing his Excellency. Who hath received here very hearty and 
noble entertainment. Tomorrow the Major-Greneral ' Ireton 
' is expected here : — ^both in good health, Grod be praised. 
This week, I believe, they will visit Einsale, Bandon Bridge, 
and other places in this Province that have lately declared for 
us, and that expect a return of his affection and presence, which 
joys many. Some report here that the Enemy bums towns 
and provisions near our quarters : but the example may at 
length turn to their own greatest prejudice. Colonel Deane 
and Colonel Blake, our Sea-Grenerals, are both riding in Coric 
Harbour.' ^ 

Dated on the morrow is this Letter : 



LETTER CXVII 

FOR THB HONOURABLE WILLIAM LENTHALL, ESaUIRE, SPEAKER OF 
THE FARLLAHENT OF ENGLAND : THESE 

Cork^ l^h December 1640. 

Mr. Speaker^ — Not long after my last to you from before 

Waterfbrdy — by reason of the tempestuousness of the weaiher^ 

toe thought JU^ and U was agreed^ To march away to Winter^ 

quartersj to r^esh our men tmtU God shaU please to give 

farther opportunity for action. 

We marched off^the %d qf this instant ; it being so terrible 
a day as ever I marched in aU my life. Just as we marched 
off in the mjorrwngy — uneapected to us, the Enemy had brought 
an addition qfnear Two-thousand horse and foot to the increcue 
of their Garrison : which we plainly saw at the other side of 
the water. We marched that night some ten or twelve mUes 
through a craggy country , to Kthnac Thomas ; a Castle some 
eight miles fvm Dungarvan. As we were marching off in the 
momingjrom thence^ the Lord Broghil^ — I having sent before 
to him to march up to me, — sent a party qf horse y to let me 
hwWf He waSf with cAout Twelve or Thirteen hundred of the 
^ Newipapen (in CrsmwiUiana^ p. 73)^ 
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MtmtUr hone cmdjboij about ten miles offj near Dungaroany 
which was newly rendered to Imu 

In the midst of these good iucceseeSy wherein the kindnesi 
and mercy qfGod Juxth appeared^ the Lordy in wisdom^ and for 
gracious ends best known to himself, haih interlaced same things 
which may give us cause of serious consideration what His 
mind therein may be. And we hope we waii upon Uim^ de- 
siring to know, and to submit to His good pleasure. The 
noble Lieutenant-General^ — whose finger, to our knowledge, 
never ached in att these expeditions, — ^^ sick ; we doubt, upon 
a cold taken upon our late wet march and iU accommodation : 
and went to Dungarvan, where, struggling some Jour or five 
days with a fiver, he died ; Juxving run his course with so much 
honour, courage and fidelity, as his actions better speak than 
my pen. What England lost hereby, is above me to speak. I am 
sure, I lost a noble fiiend, and companion in labours. You see 
how Grod mingles out the cup unto us. Indeed we are at this time 
a craxy company : — yet we live in His sight ; and shall work 
the time that is appointed us, and shaU rest after that in peace} 

But yet there hath been some sweet at the bottom qf the cup ; 
— (if which I shall now give you an account. Being inf)rmed 
that the Enemy intended to take-in the Fort of Passage, and 
that lieutenant-General Ferral with his Ulsters * xoas to march 
out of Waterfiyrd, with a considerable party of horse andfix)t, 
fir that service, — I ordered Colonel Zanchy, who lay on the 
north side of the Blackwater, To march with his regiment of 
horse, and two pieces qf trvo troops of dragoons to the relirfqf 
our fiiends. Which he accordingly did; his party consisting 
in all qf about Three-hundredand-twenty. When he came 
some few miles fi'om the place, he took some qf the Enemy'*s 
stragglers in the villages as he went ; all which he put to the 
sword: seven troopers qf his killed thirty qfthem in one house. 
When he came near the place, he Jbund the Enemy had close 
begirt it, with about Five-hundred Ulster fixji under Major 

^ Michael Jones : Ladlow (L 304) is a little misinformed. 

* Yes, my braTe one ; eren so 1 ' Ulster-men* 
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(TNcil; Colonel Wogan also^ the Governor ofDimcannoriy with 
a party of hisy with two gretxt baitermg gtms and a mortar^ 
piece^ and Captain Browne, the Gaoemor of BaBihaCy were 
there. Our men furiously charged them ; and beat ihem Jrom 
the place. The Enemy got into a place where they might dram 
up ; and the UlsterSy who bragged much of their pikes, made 
indeed far the time a good resistance : but the horse, pressing 
sorely upon them, broke them ; hilled near an Hundred upon 
the place; took Three-hundredHmd-J^iy prisoners, — amongst 
whom. Major CPNeU, and the Officers qf Five-hundred Ulster 
foot, aU but those which were killed; the renegado Wogan, 
with twenty four qf Ormonde kurisees, and the Governor qf 
BaUihac, etc. Concerning some qf these, I hope I shall not 
trouble your justice. 

This mercy was obtained without the loss qfone on our part, 
onbf one shot in the shoulder. Lieutenant-General Ferral was 
come up very near, with a greaJt party to their reKef; but our 
' handful qf men marching toward him, he shamefully hasted 
away, and recovered Waterfbrd. It is not unworthy taking 
notice. That having appointed a Day qf public Thanksgiving 
throughout our territories in Ireland, as well as a weeVs 
warning would permit, for the recovery qf Munster, — which 
proves a sweet refreshment to us, even prepared by God for us, 
after our weary and hard labour, — Thai that very day, and 
thai very time, while men were praising God, was this deliver-^ 
once wrought. 

TTumgh the present stale qf (iffairs bespeaks a continuance 
qf charge, yet the same good hand qf Providence, which hath 
blessed your affairs hitherto, %s worthy to be followed to the 
uttermost. And who knows, or rather who hath not cause to 
hope, that He may, in His goodness, put a short period to your 
whole charge f Than which no worldly thing is more desired 
and endeavoured by your most humble servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL* 
* Newspapers (in CrprnwcUioMa, pp. 73, 74). 
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Ormond witnessed this defeat at Passage, from some 
steeple, or < place of prospect ^ in Waterford ; and found the 
* Mayor,^ whom he sent for, a most unreasonable man.^ 

* The renegado Wogan ^ : Captain Wogan, once in the Par- 
liament service, joined himself to Hamilton and the Scots 
in 1648; < bringing a gallant troop edong with him.^ His 
maraudings, pickeerings, onslaughts, and daring chivalries 
became very celebrated after that He was not slain or 
hanged here at Passage ; ^ there remained for him yet, some 
four years hence, his grand feat which has rendered all the rest 
memorable: <that of riding right through England, having 
rendezvoused at Bamet, with a Party of Two-hm^red horse,^ 
to join Middleton^s new Scotch Insurrection in the Highland 
Hills; where he, soon after, died of consumption and some 
slight hurt* — ^What ^ kurisees '* are, I do not know ; may be 
cmrcurierSf in popular locution : some nickname for Ormondes 
men, — ^whom few loved ; whom the Mayor of Waterford, this 
very day, would not admit into his Town even for the saving 
of Passage Fort^ With certain of these ^j/our justice^ need 
not be troubled. 

This Letter, with two others, one from Ireton and one 
from Broghil, all dated Cork, 19th December, were not 
received in the Commons House till Tuesday 8th January; 
such were then the delays of the winter post On which 
same day it is resolved. That the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
be desired to come over, and give his attendance here in 
Parliament.^ Speaker is ordered to write him a Letter to 
that effect 

* The ground of this resolution,^ says Whitlocke, * was That 
the news of the Eing^s coming to Scotland became more pro- 
bable than formerly.^ Laird Winram^s dealings with him, 

' Carte, il 103 ; whose account is otherwise very deficient 

■ Appendix, No. 16. 

* Clarendon, liL 679: Vniitlockef Heath's CirmuU, etc 

^ Carte, iL 103. * Cpmmptu/oumals, tL 343-4. 
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and Cromwell^s successes, and the call of Necessity, are proving 
effectual ! * And,' continues Whitlocke, * the proceedings of the 
Scots in raising of new forces gave an alarm to the Parlia- 
ment : and some of their Members who had discoursed with 
the Lord Greneral Fairfax upon those matters, and argued how 
necessary it would be to send an Army into Scotland to divert 
the war from England, — ^had found the Greneral whoUy 
averse to any such thing ; and, by means of his Lady, who 
was a strict Presbjrterian, to be more a friend to the Scots 
than they,' those Members, * wished. Therefore they thought 
this a fit time to send for the Lieutenant of Ireland, the 
rather as his Army was now drawn into winter-quarters.' ^ 

The Lord Lieutenant thought, or was supposed to think, 
of complying straightway, as tiie old Newspapers instruct us ; 
but on better counsel, the Scotch peril not being very imminent 
as yet, decided 'to settle Ireland in a safe posture' first. 
Indeed, the Letter itself is long in reaching him; and the 
rumour of it, which arrives much sooner, has already set the 
Enemy on false schemes, whereof advantage might be taken.* 

Meanwhile, in Munster, in Ireland generally, there is much 
to be done, on the great scale and on the small. Some days 
before the last Letter gets into the Speaker's hands, here 
is another, a private one, traveUing towards Philip Lord 
Wharton, whom we transiently saluted last year at Enares- 
borough.* 

LETTER CXVIII 

Lord Whaeton, when we last saw him, was of the Derby- 
House Committee, a busy man and manager ; but he is not 
now of the Council of State; having withdrawn from all 
management, into a painful inquiring condition. One of our 
zealous Puritans and Patriots, but much troubled with 
cautious dubitations; involved in < reasonings,' in painful 

^ Whidockey p. 423. * Newspapers (in CromwelHana^ p. 77). 

' Appendix^ No. 17 : Letter« of 31st December, recommeiidiiig a Chief-Josdoe 
Ibc Monster. 
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labyrinths of constitutional and other logic, for the present 
Of which sort there are now many. Who indignantiy drew 
the sword, and long zealously fought and smote with it, 
nothing doubting ; and are now somewhat astonished at the 
issue that has come of it! Somewhat uncertain whether 
these late high actings, executing judgment on your King, 
abolition of your House of Lords, and so forth, are owned by 
the Eternal Powers or not owned. Of Temporal Powers there 
is clearly none that will own them ; and unless the other do 
— ? The Lord Lieutenant intimates, in his friendliest way, 
that surely it is indispensable to have ' satisfaction ^ on that 
score ; also that it is perilous not to get it ; and furthermore 
that labyrinths of constitutional and other logic are by no 
means the course towards that 

FOB THE BIGHT HONOUBABLB THE LOBD WHABTOK : THESE 

Cork, Ist Jan. 1649. 

My dear Friend^ my Lord^ — If I Tenow my hearty I lave you 
in truth: and there/bre if^Jrom the Jealousy qfun^iffned hoe^ 
I play the Jbol a little^ and say a word or two at guees^ I 
know you witt pardon it. 

It were a vain things by Letter^ to dispuie-over your doubtSy 
or undertake to answer your objections. I have heard them 
aU; and I have rest from the trouble of them^ and " qf^ whai 
has risen in my own heart ; for which I desire to be humbly 
thankful. I do not condemn your reasonings ; I doubt them. 
It > easy to object to the glorious Actings qf God, if we look 
too much upon Instruments! I have heard computations made 
qf the Members in Parliament . < 7%^ good kept out, the worst 
left in^ ^ etc , — it has been so these nine years : yet what hath 
God wrought! the greatest works last; and stitt is at work! 
Therf/bre take heed qfthis scandal 

Be not offended at the manner ^^ qf God's working'^ ; perhaps 

1 Original hat * mott bad remaining ' t * these nine yean 'means, ever since the 
Fsriiament fint meU 
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no other way was left. What if God accepted their xeal, 
^even^ as He did thai qf Phinehas^ whom reason rmghi have 
called before a jury! Whai if the Lord have witnessed His 
approbation and acceptance to Ms ^^zeal"^ alsoy — not only bjf 
signal outward actSy but to Uie heart ^qf good men'" toot 
What if I JeoTy my Friend should withdraw his shoulder Jirom 
the Lord's worky—Ohy ifs grievous to do so! — through 
scandals^ through Jalse mistaken reasonings — t 

< There'^s difficulty^ there'^s trouble; here^ in the other way^ 
there '*s safity^ ease^ wisdom : in ihe one no clearness^ — this is 
an objection indeed^ — ^ in the other satif/actionJ* ^ Satis- 
faction': it's well if we thought qf that Jirsty and ^ as"" severed 
Jrom the other considerations^ which do often biaSy if not bribe 
the mind. Whereby mists are qften raised in the way wfe 
should walk wiy and we call it darkness or ^ dissatisfaction'^ : 
Ohy our deceitful hearts! Oh^ this flattering world! How 

great is U to be the Lor^s servant in any drudgery • (/ 

thought not to have written near ^ so Jar as "^ the other side : 
hoe will not let me alone ; I have been often provoked ^to it 

by you^) in all hazards His worst is Jar above the 

world^s best! He makes us able^ in truths to say so; we 
cannot of ourselves. How hard a thing is it to reason our- 
selves up to the Lord's service^ though it be so honourable; how 
easy to put ourselves out thersj where the flesh has so many 
advantages! — 

You were desired to go along with us : I wish it stilL^ Yet 

^ 'And behold, one of the Children of Israel came, and brought unto his 
brethren a Midianitish woman ; in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the 
Congregation of the Children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the 
Tabernacle of the Congregation,' — by reason of those very sins. ' And when 
Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the Priest, saw it, he rose up from 
among the Congregation, and took a javelin in his hand ; and he went after the 
man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel 
and the woman, through the belly. So the plague was stayed from the Children 
of Israel' (Numiers, xxw. M.) 

* of 'safety,' profit, etc. ' Turns the leaf, we percdTe. 

^ Shadow of condescension, implied in thiSy strikes his Excellency : whidi he 
battens to retract 
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we are not triumphing; — we mag/, Jbr augkt Jlesh hnowethy 
suffer <ifUr aU this : the Lord prepare us Jbr His good 
pleasure! You were with us in the Power of things: why not 
in the Form f I am persuaded your heart hankers (ifier the 
hearts of your poor Friends ; and wiU^ trntU you can find 
others to close with : which I trusty though we in ourselves be 
contemptible f God will not let you do ! 

My service to the dear little Lady : I wish you make her not 
a greaier temptation ^^to you, in this matter,'^ than she is! 
Take heed qfaU relations. Mercies should not be temptations : 
yet we too oft make ihem so. The Lord direct your thoughts 
into the obedience of His wiUy and give you rest and peace in 
the Truth. Pray Jbr your most true and affectionate servant 
in the Lordy 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 

^ P.S.'^ I received a Letter from Robert Hammond, whom 
truly I love in the Lord with most entire affection: it much 
grieved me, not because I judged^ but fiared the whole spirit 
qf it was from temptation ; — indeed, I thought I perceived a 
proceeding in that ; which the Lord xviUj I trust, cause him to 
unlearn. I would fcAn have written to him, but arti straitened 
in time. Would he would be with us a little! Perhaps it 
would be no hurt to him.^ 

Of Wharton and his dubitations, which many share in, we 
shall again hear. Of Wharton, young Colonel Hammond, 
young Colonel Montague, Tom Westrow, Henry Lawrence, 

* GtfUUmatis Jfagmtim (London, 1814), IzzziT. p. 4x8. Ghren there with- 

oat editing ; no notice whence : clearly genuine. N^ to Third Edition. 

Original, in autograph, endorsed by Wharton, ' rec : 30th January 1649, from my 
Lord Leefetennant of Ireland, from Ireland,' is now (1848) in the Fitcwilliam 
Museum, Cambridge; Postscript here is added from the OriginaL This Letter, 
and two others to be given by and by (CXLVI. and CLXXXX.), came to the 
Fitcwilliam Museum, some thirty years ago ; discovered ' among the Court-roUs 
of the Manor of Wymondham Cromwell, NorfoUr ' 
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idle Didc, men known to us, and men unknown ; — of them 
and their abstruse 'reasonings,^ and communings with the 
Lord Lieutenant in St. Jameses Park, we shall have a hint 
by and by. Some of whom received full ' satisfaction,^ and 
others never could. 

Here is a kind of Epistle General, in a quite other tone, 
intended to give ' satisfaction ^ to a quite other class, if they 
are capable of it. 



DECLARATION OF THE LORD LIEUTENANT 
OF IRELAND 

FOR THE UNDECEIVING OP DELUDED PEOPLE 

The < Supreme Council of ISlkenny,^ still more the Occult 
< Irish Hierarchy^ which was a main element thereof, remains, 
and is like to remain, a very dark entity in History ; little 
other, after all one^s reading, than a featureless gaunt shadow ; 
extinct, and the emblem to us of huge noises that are also 
extinct History can know that it tuid features once: — of 
fierce dark-visaged Irish Noblemen and Gentlemen ; dark- 
visaged Abbases OTeague, and an Occult Papist Hierarchy ; 
earnestly planning, perorating, excommunicating, in a high 
Irish tone of voice; alas, with general result which Nature 
found untrue. Let there be noble pity for them in the hearts 
of the noble. Alas, there was withal some glow of real Irish 
Patriotism, some light of real human valour, in those old 
hearts: but it had parted company with Fact; came forth 
enveloped in such huge embodiment of headlong ferocity, of 
violence, hatred, noise, and general unveracity and incoheren<7, 
as— -as brought a Cromwell upon it at last 1 These reflec- 
tions might lead us £eu:. — 

What we have to say here is, that in the present expiring 
condition of the Irish Rebellion, nearly trodden to destruction 
now, it has been judged very fitting. That there be an end of 
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excommmiication for the present, and a real attempt at union 
instead. For which object there has, with much industry, 
been brought-about a < Conventicle,^ or general Meeting of 
the Occult Hierarchy, at a place called Clonmacnoise, in the 
month of December last Clonmacnoise, * Seven Churches of 
Clonmacnoise^ ; some kind of Abbey then ; now a melancholy 
tract of ruins, < on some bare gravelly hiUs,^ among the dreary 
swamps of the Shannon ; nothing there but wrecks and death, 
— ^for the bones of the Irish Kings lie there, and burial there 
was considered to have unspeakable advantages once: — a 
Ruin now, and dreary Gk)lgotha among the bogs of the 
Shannon ; but an Abbey then, and fit for a Conventicle of 
the Occult Hierarchy, ^ which met on the 4th of December 
1649,^ for the purpose above-said There, of a certainty, in 
the cold days c^ December 1649, did the Occult Hiersux^y 
meet, — ^warmed, we hope, by good log-fires and abundant 
turf, — and ^ for somewhat less than three weeks ^ hold consul- 
tation. The real issue of which has now, after Two-hundred 
years, come to be very difiSsrent firom the then apparent one ! 
The then apparent issue was a * Union ^ ; worttiless < super- 
ficial Union,^ as Carte ^ calls it ; skin-deep which was broken 
again within the month, and is of no interest to us here. 
But it chanced also that, to usher-in this worthless * Union,^ 
the Occult Hierarchy published in print a Manifesto, or 
general Injunction and Proclamation to the Irish People; 
which Manifesto coming under the eye of the Lord Lieutenant, 
provoked an Answer from him. And this Answer, now resus- 
citated, and still fit to be read by certain earnest men, Irish 
and other : this we may define as iJie real issue for us, such as 
it is. One of the remarkablest State-Papers ever issued by 
any Lord lieutenant ; which, if we could all completely read 
it, as an earnest Editor has had to try if he could do, till it 
became completely luminous again, and glowed with its old 
veracity and sacred seal and fire again, might do us all some 
good perhaps I — 

^ I4f4 (f/Ormcmit iL Io5-lia 
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The Clonmacnoise Manifesto exists also, as a small brown 
Pamphlet of six leaves, * printed at Kilkenny and reprinted at 
London in January 1649 ' ; ^ but is by no means worth insert- 
ing here. It is written in a very smooth, indeed vague and 
faint style, the deeply discrepant humours at Clonmacnoise not 
admitting of any other for their ^superfidcd Union ^; and 
remains, in the perusal, mostly insignificant, and as if obliter- 
ated into dim-gray, — ^till once, in the Lord lieutenant^s fiery 
illumination, some traits of it do come forth again. Here is 
our short abstract of it, more than sufficient for present 
purposes. 

^ The Kilkenny Pamphlet starts by a preamble, in the form 
of Public Declaration ; setting forth witii some brevity, That 
whereas various differences had existed in the Catholic Party, 
said differences do now and shall, blessed be Heaven, idl 
reconcile themselves into a real ^ Union ^ ; real Union now, by 
these presents, established, decreed, and bound to exist and 
continue : — signed duly by all the Occult Hierarchy, twenty 
Bishops more or less, Antomus Clanmacnosensis among the 
rest. This is the JirH part of the Clonmacnoise Manifesto : 
this is to be read in eveiy Church for certain Sundays ; and 
do what good it can. — ^Follows neat, similarly signed, a short 
set of '^ Acts,^ special Orders to Priests and People at large, 
as to what they are to do by way of furthering said Union, 
and bringing good success to the Cause. Among which 
Orders we recognise one for m&sses, universal prayers (not 
wholly by machinery, we hope) ; and, with still more satisfac- 
tion, another for decisively putting down, or at least in every 
way discountenancing, those bands called ^ Idle-Boys^ (ancestors 
of Captain Rock, one perceives), who much infest the country 
at present. 

<Our Manifesto then, thirdly y winds-up with an earnest 
admonition, or Exhortation Greneral, to the People of Ireland 
high and low. Not to be deceived with any show of clemency, 

^ King's Pamphlets, large 4tOy no. 43» | 5 ; the London Reprint, or the day of 
purchasing it bj the old Collector, is dated with the pen ' 31st January' i649-5a 
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or * moderate visage,^ exercued upon them hitherto ; masmuch 
as it is the known intention of the English Parliament to 
exterminate the whole of them ; partly by slaughter^ partly 
by banishment ^ to the Tobacco Islands ^ and hot West-India 
localities, whither many have already been sent. Known in- 
tention ; as can be deduced by the discerning mind from dear 
symptoms, chiefly from these two : First, that they, the English 
Parliament, have passed an ^Act of Subscription,^ already 
disposing of Irishmen's estates to English Money-lenders : and 
then second. That they have decided to extirpate the Catholic 
Religion, — which latter fieurt, not to speak of their old Scotch 
Covenant and the rest, may be seen with eyes, even fixim this 
Lord Lieutenant's own expressions in his Letter to the 
Gk)vemor of Ross;^ which are quoted* To extirpate the 
Catholic Religion : how can they effect this but by extirpating 
the professors thereof? Let all Irishmen high and low, there- 
fore, beware ; and stand upon their guard, and adhere to the 
superficial Union; slaughter, or else banishment to the 

Tobacco Islands, being what they have to expect.' It is 

by this OArd or concluding portion of the Clonmacnoise Mani- 
festo that the Lord Lieutenant's wrath has been chiefly kindled : 
but indeed he blazes athwart the whole Document, athwart 
it and along it, as we shall see, like a destroying sword, and 
slashes in pieces it and its inferences, and noxious delusions 
and deludings, in a very characteristic style. 

What perhaps will most strike the careless modem reader 
in the Clonmacnoise Manifesto, with its ^ inferences' of general 
extermination, is that ^ show of moderate usage at present ' ; 
and the total absence of those ^ many Inhabitants' butchered 
at Drogheda lately : total absence of those : and also of the 
* Two-hundred Women in the Marketplace of Wexford,' who 
in modem times have even grown ^Two-hundred beautiful 
Women' (all young, and in their Sunday clothes for the 
occasion), and figure still, in the Irish Imagination, in a very 
horrid manner. They are known to Abb^ Macgeohegan, these 

* Antea, p. 83. 
vou n. H 
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interesting Martyrs, more or less ; to Philopater Irenaeus, to 
my Lord Clarendon, Jacobite Carte, and other parties divided 
by wide spaces and long centiuies from them ; but not to this 
Occult Hierarchy sitting deliberative close at hand, and doing 
their best in the massacre way, who are rather concerned to 
guard us against shows of clemency exercised hitherto ! This 
circumstance, and still more what Cromwell himself says on the 
subject of ^ massacring,^ wiU strike the modem reader ; and the 
* Two-hundred Women,' and some other things, I persuade 
myself, will profitably vanish from the Marketplace henceforth ! 
So soon as convenient, that wretched chimera will do well 
to vanish ; — and also, I think, a certain terrible fact, which 
the Irish Imagination pretends to treat sometimes as a chimera, 
might profitably return, and reassert itself there. The Massacre 
of 1641 was not, we will believe, premeditated by the Leaders 
of the Rebellion ; but it is an awfiil truth, written in sun-clear 
evidence, that it did happen ; — and the noble-minded among 
the men of Ireland are oJled to admit it, and to mourn for it, 
and to learn from it ! To the ear of History those ^ghosts' 
still shriek from the Bridge of Portnadown,^ if not now for just 
vengeance on their murderers, yet for pity on them, for honor 
at tiiem : and no just man, whatever his new feelings may be, 
but will share more or less the Lord Lieutenant Cromwell^s old 
feelings on that matter. It must not be denied, it requires to 
be admitted ! As an act of blind hysterical fury, very blind 
and very weak and mad, and at once quite miserable and quite 
detestable, it remains on the face of Irish History ; and will 
have to remain till Ireland cease, much more generally than it 
has yet done, to mistake loud bluster for inspired wisdom, and 
spasmodic fi^enzy for strength ; — ^till, let us say, Ireland do am 
equal act of magnanimous forbearance, of vcdour in the siloit 
kind ! Of which also we have by no means lost hope. No : — 
and if among the true hearts of Ireland there chanced to be 

^ Affidavits, taken in 1641-44: in Sir John Temple's History of th$ Irish 
Massacre and Rebellion (Maseres's edition, London, 1812), pp. 85-123 : Ma/s 
History of the Long Parliament ; and the contemporary Books /oxxim. 
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found one who, across the opaque angry whirlwind in which 
all Cromwell matters are envdoped for him, could recognise, in 
this thunderclad iSgure of a Lord Lieutenant now about to 
speak to him, the veritable Heaven^s Messenger dad in thunder; 
and accept the stem true message he brings — ! — ^Who knows? 
That too, we believe, is coming ; and with it many hopeful 
things. But to our Declaration, however that may be. 

* A DECLARATIOK OF THE LOSD LIEUTENANT OF IBELAND, FOl 
^ THE UNDECEIVING OF DELUDED AND SEDUCED PEOPLE 

* WHICH MAY BE SAHSFACTOBY TO ALL THAT DO NOT WIL- 
^ FULLY SHUT THEIB EYES AGAINST THE UGHT. IN ANSWEB 
^ TO CEBTAIN LATE DECLABATIONS AND ACTS, FBAMED BY 

* THE HUSH POPISH PBELATBS AND CLEBGY, IN A CON- 

* VENTICLE AT CLONMACNOISE. 

< Having lately perused a Book printed at Kilkenny in 
' the year 1649, containing divers Declarations and AcU of 

< the Popish Prelates and Clergy, framed in a late Conventide 
^ at Clonmacnoise, the 4th day of December in the year afore- 

< said, — ^I thought fit to give a brief Answer unto the same. 

^ And first to the first ; — which is a Declaration, wherein 
^ (having premised the reconciliation of some differences among 

< themsdves, '^ and the hearty ' Union '* they have now attained 

* to'') they come to state " the reasons of their War, " ground- 
^ ing it "^ upon ^ the interest of their Church, of his Majesty 

* and the Nation,' and their resolution to prosecute the same 

* with unity. All which will deserve a particular survey. 

' The Meeting of the Archbishops, Bishops and other Pre- 
^ lates at Clonmacnoise is by them said to be prpprio motu. 

* By which term they would have the world believe that the 

* Secular Power haili nothing to do to appoint, or super- 
^ intend, their Spiritual Conventions, as they call them ; — 

* although in the said meetings they take upon them to inter- 

* meddle in all Secular Affairs ; as by the sequd appears. — 
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^ But fiist for their < Union '* thej so much boast of. If any 

< wise man shall seriously consider what they pretend the 
^ grounds of their < differences ^ to have been, and the way 

< and course they have taken to reconcile the same ; and their 

< expressions thereabout, and the ends for which, and their 
' resolutions how to carry on their great Design declared for ; 

* he must needs think slightly of their said < union.^ ^ And 

< also for this, That they resolve all other men^s consent ^ and 

* reconciliation ^ into their own ; without consulting them at 
«aU. 

^ The subject of this reconciliation was, as they say, < the 

* Clergy and Laity.^ The discontent and division itself was 

* grounded on the late difference of opinion happening amongst 

* the < Prelates and Laity/ — ^I wonder not at differences in 
' opinion, at discontents and divisions, where so Antichristian 

< and dividing a term as < Clergy and Laity^ is given and 

* received* A term unknown to any save the Antichristian 
' Church, and such as derive themsdves from her : ab initio 

* nonjisit sic. The most pure and primitive Times, as they 
^ best knew what true union was, so in all addresses to the 

* several Churches they wrote unto, not one word of this. 

* The members of the Churches are styled ' Brethren, and 

* Saints of the same household of Faith ^ ; ^ and ^ cdthough 
^ they had orders and distinctions amongst them for administra- 
' tion of ordinances, — of a far different use and character firom 

* yoiu^ — yet it nowhere occasioned them to say, contemptim, 

* and by way of lessening in contradistinguishing, ^ Laity and 

* Clergy.^ It was your pride that b^at this expression. And 

* it is for filthy lucre^s sake that you keep it up : that by 

* making the People believe that they are not so holy as your- 

* selves, they might for their penny purchase some sanctity 

* fix>m you ; and that you might bridle, saddle and ride them 

* at your pleasure ; and do (as is most true of you) as the 

* Scribes and Pharisees of old did by their * Laity,^ — ^keep 

< the knowledge of the Law firom them, and then be able in 

' Mt'inorig. 
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* their pride to say, * This people, that know not the Law, 

* are cursed.^ 

' And no wonder, — to speak more nearly to your ' differ- 

* enoes ' and * union,^ — ^if it lie in the Relate* power to 

< make the Clergy and the Laity go together by the ears when 
^ they please, but that they may as easily make a simple and 
' senseless reconciliation ! Which will last, until the next 

* Nuncio comes firom Rome with supermandatory advices ; and 

* then this Gk)rdian knot must be cut, and the poor * Laity* 

* forced to dance to a new tune. 

^ I say not this as being troubled at your * union.* By 
^ the grace of Grod, we fear not, we care not for it Your 

< Covenant, ^ if you understood it,*^ is with Death and Hell ! 

< Your union is like that of Simeon and Levi : < Associate 

* yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces ; take counsel 

* together, and it shall come to naught I * — ^For though it 

* becomes us to be humble in respect of ourselves, yet we can 

* say to you : Grod is not with you. You say. Your union 
^ is < against a common enemy * : and to this, if you will be 

* talking of * union,* I will give you some wormwood to bite 

* on ; by which it will appear Grod is not with you. 

* Who is it that created this < common enemy* (I suppose 

* you mean Englishmen) ? The English ? Remember, ye 

* hypocrites, Ireland was once united to England. ^ That 

* was the original < union.* ** Englishmen had good inherit- 

* ances which many of them purchased with their money ; 

* they and their ancestors, firom you and your ancestors. They 

* had good Leases firom Irishmen, for long times to come ; 

* great stocks thereupon ; houses and plantations erected at 

< their own cost and charge. They lived peaceably and 

< honestly amongst you. You had generaUy equal benefit of 

* the protection of England with them ; and equal justice 
^ firom the Laws, — saving what was necessary for the State, 

* out of reasons of State, to put upon some few people, apt to 

* rebel upon the instigation of such as you. You broke ihia 

< < muoQ * I You, unprovoked, put the English to the most 
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' unheard-of and most barbarom Massacre (without respect of 
^ sex or age) that ever the Sun beheld. And at a time when 
^ Ireland was in perfect Peace. And when, through the 

< example of Engli^ Industry, through commerce and traffic, 

< that which was in the Natives^ hands was better to them 

< than if all Ireland had been in their possession, and not an 

* Englishman in it And jet then, I say, was this unheard-of 

* yillany perpetrated, — by your instigation, who boast of 
^'peace-making^ and 'union against this common enemy.^ 
' What think you : by this time, is not my assertion true ? 

* Is Grod, will Grod be, with you ? 

' I am confident He will not ! And though you would 
' comprehend Old English, New English, Scotch, or whom 

< else you will, in the bosom of your catholic charily, yet shall 
« not thiB save you firom breaking. I tell you and them, You 
' will fare the xoorse for their sakes. Because I cannot but 
' believe some of them go against, some stifle, their consciences. 
' And it is not the fig-leaf of pretence ' that they fight for 
' their Eing,^ will serve their turn ; when really they fight in 
' protection of men of so much prodigious ^ guiltiness of ^ 
' blood ; and with men who have declared the ground of their 
' ' union ^ and fighting, as you have stated it in this your 
' Declaration, to be BeUum PrcsloHcvm et ReUgiosum^ in the 
' first and primary intention of it. Especially when they shall 
' consider your principles: '' and ^ that except what fear makes 
' you comply with, — ^viz. that alone without their concurrence 

* you are not able to carry on your work of War, — ^you are ready, 
' whenever you shall get the power into your hands, to kick them 
' off too, as some late experiences have sufficiently manifested ! 
' — ^And thus we come to the Design, you being thus whole- 

* somely * united,* which is intended to be prosecuted by you. 

*Your words are these: *That all and every of us the 

< above Archbishops, Bishops and Prelates, are now, by the 

* blessing of God, as one body united. And that we wiU, 

* as becometh charity and .our pastoral chaige, stand all of 
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us as one entire body, for the interests and immunities of 
the Church, and of every the Bishops and Prelates thereof; 
and for the honour, dignity, estate, right and possessions 
of all and every of the said Archbishops, Bishops and other 
Prelates. And we will, as one entire and united bo^y, 
forward by our counsels, actions and devices, the advance- 
ment of his Majesty^s Rights, and the good of this Nation, 
in general and in particular occasions, to our power. And 
that none of us, in any occasion whatsoever concerning the 
Catholic religion, or the good of this Kingdom of Ireland, 
will in any respect single himself; or be or seem opposite to 
the rest of us ; but will hold firm and entire in one sense, as 
aforesaid, etc.^ 

^ And now, if there were no other quarrel against you bat 
this, which you make to be the principal and first ground 
of your Quarrel : — ^to wit, As so standing for the rights of 
your * Church^ falsely so called, and for the rights of your 
* Archbishops, Bishops and Prelates,^ as to engage People 
and Nations into blood therefor : — ^this alone would be your 
confusion. I ask you. Is it for the * Lay-fee ^ as you call 
it, or for the Revenue belonging to your Church, tiiat you 
will after this manner contend ? Or is it your Jurisdiction, 
or the exercise of your Ecclesiastical Authority ? Or is it 
for the Faith of your Church ? Let me tell you. Not for all 
or any of these is it lawful for the Ministers of Christ, as 
you would be thought to be, thus to contend. And there- 
fore we will consider them apart 

* For the first, if it were * St Peter's Patrimony,* as you 
term it, — ^that would be somewhat that you lawfully came 
by ! But I must tell you. Your predecessors cheated poor 
seduced men in their weakness on tiieir deathbeds ; or otiier- 
wise tmlawfiilly came by most of this you pretend to. ^ Not 
St Peter's Patrimony, therefore, whosesoever it may be ! ^ 
And Peter, though he was somewhat too forward to draw 
the sword in a better cause, — ^yet if that weapon, not being 
proper to the business in hand, was to be put up in thai case. 
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< he must not, nor would he, have drawn it in ihif. And 
« that blessed Apostle Paul, who said, ^the labourer was 

* worthy of his hire,^ chose rather to make tents than be 

< burdensome to the Churches. I would you had either of 

* those Grood Men^s spirits ; on condition your Revenues were 

* doubled to what the best times ever made them to your 

* predecessors 1 — The same answer may be given to that of 
^ your ^ Power and Jurisdiction '* ; and to that preeminence of 

* Prelacy you so dearly love. Only consider what the Master 

* of these same Apostles said to them : ^ So it shall not be 

* amongst ^ou. Whoever will be dbief shall be servant of all I^ 

< For He himself came not to be ministered unto, but to 

* minister. And by this he that runs may read of what tribe 

* you are. 

< And ^ now ^ surely if these, that are outward things, may 
^ not thus be contended for ; how much less may the Doctrines 
^ of Faith, which are the works of Grace and the Spirit, be 

* endeavoured by so unsuitable means 1 He that bids us 

* ^ contend for the Faith once delivered to the Saints,^ tells 
us that we should do it by < avoiding the spirit of Cain, 

' Corah, and Balaam ^ ; and by ^ building up oursetoes in the 

< most holy Faith,^ not pinning it upon other men^s sleeves. 

< Prajdng ' in the Holy Ghost ^ ; not mumbling over Matins. 

< Keeping ^ ourselves in the love of God ^ ; not destroying men 
' because they will not be of our Faith. * Waiting for the 
^ mercy of Jesus Christ ^ ; not cruel, but merciful ! — ^But, alas, 

* why is this said ? Why are these pearls cast before you ? 
^ You are resolved not to be charmed firom ^ using the instru- 

< ment of a foolish shepherdM You are a part of Antichrist, 

< whose Kingdom the Scripture so expressly speaks should be 

< < laid in blood ^ ; yea * in the blood of the Saints.^ You have 

* shed great store of that already : — and ere it be long, you 

< must all of you have ^ blood to drink ^ ; * even the dr^ of 

< the cup of the fiuy and the wrath of Grod, which will be 

* poured out unto you ! ' — * 

* Read in yoor Bibles, and consider that 1 
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* In the next place, you state the ' interest of his Majesty,^ 

* as you say, ** for a ground of this war." And this you hope 

* will draw some English and Scotch to your party. But what 

* * Majesty ' is it you mean ? Is it France, or Spain, or Scot- 
land ? Speak plainly ! You have, some of you lately, been 

* harping, — or else we are misinformed, — ^upon his Majesty 

* of Spain to be your Protector. Was it because his Majesty 

* of Scotland was too little a Majesty for your purpose ? We 

* know you love great Majesties ! Or is it because he is not 

* fully come over to you in point of religion ? If he be short 

* in that, you will quickly find out, upon that score, another 

* * Majesty.' His Father, who complied with you too much, 

* you rejected ; and now would make the world believe you 

* would make the Son's interest a great part of the state of 

* your Quarrel. — How can we but think there is some reserve 

* in this ? And that the Son has agreed to do somewhat more 

* for you than ever his Father did ? Or else tell us. Whence 

* this new zeal is ? That the Father did too much for you, 

* in all Protestant judgments, — ^instead of many instances let 

< this be considered : what one of your own Doctors, Dr. Enos 

* of Dublin " says " ; who, writing against the Agreement made 
^ between the Lord of Ormond and the Irish Catholics, finds 

* fault with it, and says it was < nothing so good as that 

< ^ which ^ the Earl of Glamorgan had warrant from the King 

* to make ; but exceeding far short of what the Lord George 

* Digby had warrant to agree " to," with the Pope himself 

* at Home, in favour of the Irish Catholics.'^ ^I intend 

* not this to you ; but to such Protestants as may incline to 
' you, and join with you upon this single account, which is 

* the only appearing inducement to them. ^ To them I intend 

* it,'* seeing there is so much probabiliiy of ill in this abstracted; 

* — and so much certainty of ill in fighting for the Romish 

* Religion against the Protestant ; and fighting ^ along'* with 

* men under the guilt of so horrid a Massacre. From par- 

* tidpating in which guilt, whilst they take part with them, 

^ Antea, voL L p. 250. 
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« they will never be able to assoil themselves, either before 
^ Grod or good men. 

* In the last place, you are pleased, — ^having, after your 
^ usual manner, remembered yourselves ^r^, and ^ his Majesty,^ 
' as you call him, next ; like a man of your tribe, with his 

* Ego et Rex mew, — ^you are pleased to take the People into 

* consideration. Lest they should seem to be forgotten ; or 
^ rather you would make me believe they are much in your 

< thoughts. Indeed I think they are ! Alas, poor * Laity ^ ! 
^ That you and your Kng might ride them, and jade them, 

* as your Church hath done, and as your King hath done by 
^ your means, almost in all ages ! — ^But it would not be hard 

* to prophesy. That the beasts being stung and kicking, this 

* world will not last always. Arbitrary power "is a thing ^ 

< men begin to be weary of, in Kings and Churchmen ; their 

< juggle between them mutually to uphold Civil and Ecdesi- 

< astical Tyranny begins to be transparent Some have cast 

< off both ; and hope by the grace of God to keep so. Others 

< are at it ! Many thoughts are laid up about it, which will 

* have their issue and vent^ This principle. That People 

< are for Kings and Churches, and Saints are for the Pope or 

* CSiurchmen, as you call them, begins to be exploded ; — and 

< therefore I wonder not to see the Fraternity so much enraged. 

* I wish * the People ' wiser than to be troubled at you ; or 

* solidtouB for what you say or do. 

* But it seems, notwithstanding all this, you would fain 

* have them believe it is their good you seek. And to cozen 

* them, in deed and in truth, is the scope of your whole 

* Declaration, and of your Acts and Decrees in your foresaid 

* Printed Book. Therefore to discover and unveil those 

* falsities, and to let them, " the People,'' know what they are 

* to trust to from me, is the principal end of this my Declara- 
tion. That if I be not able to do good upon them, which I 

* most desire, — and yet in that I shall not seek to gain them 
^ by flattery ; but tell them the worst, in plainness, and that 

> Paris City A.D. 1789^5 1 
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< which I am sure will not be acceptable to you ; and if I 

* caf¥not gain them, " I say,'' — I shall have comfort in this, 

* That I have freed my own soul from the guilt of the evil 

* that shall ensue. And on this subject I hope to leave 

* nothing unanswered in all your said Declarations and Decrees 

* at Clonmacnoise. 



c 



And because you carry on your matter somewhat con- 

* ftisedly, I shall tiierefore bring all that you have said into 

* some order ; that so we may the better discern what every- 
^ thing signifies, and give answer thereunto. 

*' You forewarn the People of their danger; which you make 

< to consist: First, ^in the extirpation of the Catholic Religion'; 

* Secondly, ^ in the destruction of their Lives ' ; Tliirdly, ^ in 

* the ruin of their Fortunes.' — ^To avoid all which evils you 
^ forewarn them : Fvrstj That they be not deceived by the 

* Commander-in-Chief of the Parliament Forces : And in the 

* next place, — Shaving stated "the ground of your War, as 

* aforesaid, — ^you give them your positive advice and counsel 

* To engage in blood : And "then" Icuftly " you " bestow upon 

* them a small collation in Four Ecclesiastical Decrees or 

* Orders, — which will signify as little, being performed by 

* your spirit, as if you had said nothing. And the obligation 

* " that lay on you " to all this you make to be your Pastoral 

* relation to them, • over your Flocks.* 

* To which last a word or two.* I wonder how this relation 

* was brought about ! If they be * Flocks,' and you ambitious 

* of the relative term ? " Yes," you are Pcuiors : but it is by 

* an antiphrasis, — a minme pascendo ! You either teach the 

* People not at all ; or else you do it, as some of you came 

< to this Conventicle who were sent by others, iofnquam Pro^ 

* curaioreSj — " teach them," as your manner is, by sending a 

* company of silly ignorant Priests, who can but say the Mbiss, 

* and scarcely that intelligibly ; or with such stuff as these 

* your senseless Declarations and Edicts ! — ^But how dare you 

> The Lord Lieutenant is very impatient with * this last ' ; flies at it Jirsi, 
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* assume to call these men your * Flocks,'' whom you have 
^ plunged into so horrid a Rebellion, by which you have made 
^ them and the Country almost a ruinous heap ? And whom 
^ you have fleeced and polled and peeled hitherto, and make it 

< your business to do so still. You cannot feed them ! You 
^ poison them with your false, abominable and antichristian 
^ doctrine and practices. You keep the Word of God firom 

< them ; and instead thereof give them your senseless Orders 
' and Traditions. You teach them ^implicit belief ^ — ^he that 

< goes amongst them may find many that do not understand 
^ an]rthing in the matters of your Religion. I have had few 
^ better answers from any since I came into Ireland that are 

< of your Flocks than this, ^ That indeed they did not trouble 

< themselves about matters of Religion, but left that to the 

< Church.^ Thus are your ^ Flocks ^ fed ; and such credit have 

* you of them. But they must take heed of ' losing their 
' Religion.^ Alas, poor creatures, what have they to * lose^ ? 

' Concerning this, ^ of losing their Religion,^ is your grand 

* caveat, ^^ however.^ And to back this, you tell them of 

< ^Resolutions and Covenants to extirpate the Catholic Religion 
^ out of all his Majesty^s Dominions.^ And you instance in 
' < Crom weirs Letter of the 19th October 1649, to the then 

* Governor of Ross,^ ^ repeating his words, which are as follows, 

* viz. : ^ For that whidi you mention concerning liberty of 

< conscience, I meddle not with any man^s conscience. But if 

< by liberty of conscience, you mean a liberty to ezerdse the 
^ Mass, I judge it best to use plain dealing, and to let you know, 
' Where the Parliament of England have power, that will not 

< be allowed of .^ And this you call a ^ tyrannical Resolution ^ ; 

< which you say hath been put in execution in Wexford, Ross 
^andTredah. 

< Now let UB consider. First, you say, The design is, te 

* extirpate the Catholic Religion. Let us see your honesty 

< herein. Your word ^ extirpate^ is as ill collected firom these 

< grounds, and as senseless as the word ^ Catholic,^ ordinarily 

> Aiiteft»p.83. 
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* used by yon when you mention Catholic Roman Church. 
^ The word 'extirpate'^ means '* ruin of ^ a thing akeady rooted 

and established : which word ^ is *" made good by the proof 
' of * Covenants,^ by that Letter expressing the non-toleration 

< of the Mass (wherein, it seems, you plgce all the ^ Catholic 
' Religion,^ and there you show some' genuityX^ and 'by* 
« your instance of what was practised in the three Towns 
' aforementioned : do these prove, either considered apart or 

* all together, the * extirpation * of the Catholic Religion ? 

' By what Law was the Mass ^ ever rooted, or ^ exercised in 

* these places, or in any the Dominions of England or Ireland, 

< or Kingdom of Scotland ? You were mtniders herein ; you 

* were open violaters of the known Laws ! And yet you call 

< the < Covenant,* and that ^refusal *" in the Letter, and these 

* practices ^ at Wexford, Ross and Tredah,*" * extirpation * of 

< the Catholic Religion, — ^* which had ^ thus again << been** set 

* on foot by you, by the advantage of your Rebellion, and 

< shaking off the just Authority of the State of England over 

< you ! Whereas, I dare be confident to say. You durst not 

* own the saying of one Mass, ^ for ** above these eighty 

< years in Ireland. And ** only ** through the troubles you 

* made, and through the miseries you brought on this Nation, 

* and the poor People thereof, — ^your numbers, which is very 

* ominous, increasing with the ^^ numbers of the ** wolves, 

< through the desolations you made in the Country ; — ^ only 

* by all this ** did you recover again the public exercise of your 
^ Mass ! And for the maintenance of this, thus gained, you 

< would make the poor People believe that it is ghostly counsel, 
^ and given in love to them as your ^Flocks,* That they should 

* run into Wars, and venture lives, and all upon such a ground 

* as this! But if Grod be pleased to unveil you of your sheeps- 

* clothing, that they, ** the People,** may see how they have 

* been deluded, and by whom, I shaU exceedingly rejoice ; and 

* indeed for their sakes only have I given you these competent 
' characters, — ^for their good, if Grod shall so bless it. 

^ Means ' ingenuousness/ as osuaL 
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* And now for them, << the People of Ireland,^ I do particu- 
larly dedaie what they may expect at my hands in this 
point. Wherein you will ^Lsily perceive that, as I neither 
have '^ flattered ^ nor shall flatter you, so neither shall I go 
about to delude them with spedous pretences, as you have 
ever done. 

* Urst, therefore : I shall not, where I have power, and 
the Lord is pleased to bless me, sufier the exercise of the 
Mass, where I can take notice of it. *'No,^ nor ^in any way^ 
suffer you that are Papists, where I can find you sedudng 
the People, or by any overt act violating the Laws estab- 
lished ; but if you come into my hands, I shall cause to be 
inflicted the punishments appointed by the Laws, — ^to use 
your own term, secmidvm gravitaiem deUcA^ — ^upon you; 
and ^^shall try^ to reduce things to their former state on this 
behalf.^ As for the People, what thoughts they have in 
matters of Religion in their own breasts I cannot reach; but 
shall think it my duty, if they walk honestly and peaceably. 
Not to cause them in the least to suffer for the same. And 
shall endeavour to walk patiently and in love towards them, 
to see if at any time it shall please Grod to give them 
another or a better mind. And all men under the power of 
England, within this Dominion, are hereby required and 
enjoined strictly and religiously to do the same. 

* To the second " danger tlueatened ** ; which is * the de- 
struction of the Lives of the Inhabitants of this Nation^ : — 
to make it good that this is designed, they ' give not one 
reason. Which is either because they have none to give ; 
or else for that they believe the People will receive every- 
thing for truth they say, — which they have too well taught 
them, and Grod knows the People are too apt, to do. But I 
will a little help them. They speak indeed of ^rooting out 
the Common-People ^ ; and also, by way of consequent, that 

> A phrase in their Pamphlet * No cozening here t 

* Is now addressing the People ; has unconsdovsly tamed away from the 
Priests, and put them into the third person. 
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* the extirpating the Catholic Religion is not to be efiected 

* without the ^ massacring, destroying or banishing the 

* Catholic Inhabitants.^ YVbich how analogical an aigument 

* this is, I shall easily make appear by and by. 

• Alas, the generality of * the Inhabitants^ are poor *Laity' 
' as you call them, and ignorant of the grounds of the 

* * Catholic religion.^ * Are they, then, so interwoven with your 

* Church Interest as that the absence of them makes your 

* * Catholic Religion ' fall to the ground ? We know you 
' think not sa You reckon yourselves, and yourselves only, 
^ the pillars and supporters thereof; and the Common-People 

* " useful ^ as far as they have the exercise of club-law, and, 
' like the ass you ride on, obey your commands. But con- 
^ ceming these relations of your Religion, ^ and your right to 

* practise it,^ enough has been spoken in another place ; — 

* only you love to mix things for your advantage. 

• But ** now '" to your logic Here is your argument : Tlie 

* design is to extirpate the Catholic ReUgion; but this is not 
^ to be done but by the massacring, banishing or otherwise 

* destroying the Catholic Inhabitants : ergo it is designed to 

* massacre, banish and destroy the Catholic Inhabitants. — ^To 

* try this no-concluding argument, — " nothing-concluding,'* but 

* yet well enough agreeing with your learning, — ^I give you 

* this dilemma ; by which it will appear That, whether your 
' Religion be true or false, this will not follow : 

• If your Rdigion be the true Religion, yet if a Nation 

* may degenerate from the true Religion, and apostatise, as 

* too many have " evidentiy^ dcme, — (through the seducements 

* of your Roman Church, " say we'^), — then it will not follow 
< that men must be * massacred, banished or otherwise 

* destroyed,' necessarily ; no, not •o to the change of the true 

* Religion in a Nation or Country ! * Only, this argument 

^ Unimportant they, to the vigour or decline of it. 

' A subtle ' dilemma/ and very Oliverian ; teems to Mf itself like a Serpent- 
of-etemity, and be very circular reasoning ; yet grounds itself, if examined, upon 
sharp just insight, and has real logical validity. ' Call your Religion true, men 
imfi changed from it without being massacred : admit it to be false,' will yon say 
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doth wonderfully well agree with your principles and 
practice ; you having chiefly made use of fire and sword, in all 
the changes in Religion that you have made in the world. 
<<But I say,^ if it be change of your Catholic Religion 
so-called, it will not follow : because there may be found out 
another means than * massacring, destruction and banish- 
ment^; to wit, the Word of Grod ; which is able to convert 
A means which you as little know as practise; which 
indeed you deprive the People of! ''That means may be 
found^ ; together with humanity, good life, equal and honest 
dealing with men of a different opinion ; — ^which we desire 
to exercise towards this poor People, if you, by your wicked 
counsel, make them not incapable to receive it, by putting 
them into blood ! 

' And therefore, by this also '' which you talk of massa- 
cring,^ your false and twisted dealing may be a little dis- 
covered. Well; your words are, 'massacre, destroy and 
banish.^ — Good now: give tis an instance of one man since wy 
ccmng into Ireland^ not in armSy massacred^ destroyed or 
banished; concerning the massacre or the destruction qftvhom 
justice hath not been done, or endeavoured to be done} As for 
the other of banishment, I must now speak unto the People, 
whom you would delude, and whom this most concerns ; that 
they may know in this also what to expect at my hands. 

' The question is of the destruction of life ; or of that 
which is but little inferior to it, to wit, of banishment. "Now 
nrsf^ : I shall not willingly take or suffer to be taken away 
the life of any man not in arms, but by the trial to which 
the People of this Nation are subject by Law, for offences 
against the same. And " Secondly^ as for the banishment, 
it hath not hitherto been inflicted on any but such who, 

they Deed massacring? Whatever Religion you may have, I think yon have not 
much Logic to spare t— 

^ ' Concerning the two first of which,' in orig. The italics, in this passage, 
are mine ; and can be removed so soon as Macgeoh^;an, Carte, Clarendon and 
Company, have got to be well understood. 
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^ being in arms, might justly, upon the terms they were taken 

* ** under," have been put to death : — as " might " those who 
^ are instanced in your Declaration to be 'sent to the Tobacco 

* Islands.^ And therefore I do declare, That if the People be 

* ready to run to arms by the instigation of their Clergy or 

* otherwise, such as God by His providence shall give into 

* my hands may expect that or worse measure from me ; but 

* not otherwise. 

' 7%ir(%, as to that of < the ruin of their Fortune.* You 
^ instance the Act of Subscription,^ * whereby the estates of 

* the Inhabitants of this Nation are sold, so as there 
^ remaineth now no more but to put the Purchasers in 

* possession * ; and that for this cause are the Forces drawn 

* out of England. And that you might carry the Interest 

* fsTf ^ so as " to engage the Common sort of People with 

* you, you fieurther say to them. That ' the moderate usage 
^ ^ hitherto " exercised to them is to no other end but to 

* our private advantage, and for the better support of our 

* Army ' ; " we '^ intending at the close of our * conquest,* as 

* you term it, * to root out the Common-People also, and to 

* plant the land with Colonies to be brought hither out of 

* England.* This, consisting of divers parts, will ask dis- 
' tinct answers. 

* And first, to the Act oi Subscription. It *s true there is 

* such an Act ; — and it was a just one. For when, by your 

^ At the first breaking-ont of the Irish Rebellion into an Irish Massacre, the 
King's Exchequer being void, and the case like a case of conflagration, an Act 
was passed, engaging the Public Faith, That whoever would ' subscribe ' monqr 
towards suppressing the said Rebellion in Ireland, and detestable and horrible 
Massacre d Protestants there, should, with liberal interest, be repaid from the 
forfeited Estates of the Rebels,— so soon as thej were got This is the * Act of 
Subscription ' spoken of here. His Majesty said : ' How will that answer? It 
is like selling the bear's skin before you have caught your bear.' A bargain, 
nevertheless, which hundreds and thousands entered Into, with free purse and 
overflowing heart | * above a Quarter of a Million' raised by it; generous 
emotioii, and tragic terror and pity, lending sanction to doubtfril profit-and-losa» 
A very wise and just Act of Parliament, the Lord lieutenant thinks ; which did 
also falfil its engagements by and by. 

VOL. IL t 
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execrable Massacre and Rebellion, you had not only raised 
a bloody War to justify the same ; and thereby occasioned 
the exhausting the Treasure of England in the prosecutiim 
of so just a War against you, — ^was it not a wise and just 
act in the State to raise money by escheating the Lands of 
those who had a hand in the Rebellion ? Was it not fit 
to make their Estates to defray the charge, who had caused 
the trouble ? The best therefore that lies in this argument 
is this, — and that only reaching to them who have been in 
arms, for farther it goes not: ^You have forfeited your 
Estates, and it is likely they will be escheated to make 
satisfaction ; and therefore you had better fight it out than 
repent or give-ofi* now ; — or ** else *" see what merqr you may 
find from the State of England. And seeing holy Church 
is engaged in it, we wiU, by one means or another, hook-in 
the Commons, and make them sensible that they are as 
much concerned as you, though they were never in arms, 
or cetme quickly off!^ — ^And for this cause doubtless are 
these two coupled together; by which your honest dealing 
is manifest enough. 

* But what ? Was the English Army brought over for 
ihis purpose, as you all^e ? Do you think that the State 
of EIngland will be at Five or Six Millions charge merely 
to procure Purchasers to be invested in that for which they 
did disburse little above a Quarter of a Million ? Although 
there be a Justice in that also, which ought, and I trust 
will be seasonably performed toward them. — ^No, I can give 
you a better reason for the Army coming over than this. 
England hath had experience of the blessing of Grod in pro- 
secuting just and righteous Causes, whatever the cost and 
hazard be ! ^ And if ever men were engaged in a righteous 
Cause in the world, this will scarce be a second to it. We 
are come to ask an account of the innocent blood that hath 
been shed ; and to endeavour to bring to an account, — by 
the blessing and presence of the Almighty, in whom alone 
^ Hear this Lord lieutenaat \ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i6so] DECLARATION 181 

* is our hope and strength, — all who, by appearing in arms, 
^ seek to justify the same. We come to bre^ the power of 
^ a company of lawless Rebels, who having cast off the 
^ Authority of England, live as enemies to Human Society ; 
^ whose principles, the world hath experience, are. To destroy 

* and subjugate all men not compl3dng with them. We come, 

* by the assistance of God, to hold forth and maintain the 

< lustre and glory of English Liberty ^ in a Nation where we 

* have an undoubted right to do it ; — ^wherein the People of 

* Ireland (if they listen not to such seducers as you are) may 
' equally participate in all benefits ; to use ^tiieir^ liberty 

* and fortune equally with Englishmen, if they keep out 
^ of arms. 

* And now, having said this to you, I have a word to them ; 
^ that in this point, which concerns them in their ertates and 
' fortunes, they may know what to trust to. Such as have 
' been formerly in arms, may, submitting themselves, have 
^ their cases presented to the State of England ; — where no 

* doubt the State will be ready to take into consideration the 

* nature and quality of their actings, and deal merdfiiUy with 

< them. As for those now in arms, who shall come in, and 
^ submit, and give Engagements for their future quiet and 
^ honest carriage, and submission to the State of England, I 
^ doubt not but they will find like merdfiil consideration ; — 

* except only the Leading Persons and principal Contrivers 

< of this Rebellion, whom I am confident they will reserve to 
^ make examples of Justice, whatsoever ha^uxls they incur 

* thereby. — ^And as for such Private Soldiers as lay-down 
^ their arms, and shall live peaceably and honestly at their 

^ * Liberty/ here, which mvch astoniahei our Irish friends, is very &r firom 
mraning what in most modem dialects it now does. ' liberty,' with this Lord 
Lieutenant, means ' rigofons settled Obedience to Laws that are just' Which it 
is very noble indeed to settle, ' and hold forth and maintain ' against all men. 
Laws grounded on the eternal Fact of Things, — which is a much preferable 

* ground' to the temporary Fiction of Things, as set forth at any Qonmacnoise, 
Kilkenny, or other Supreme Centre-of-Jargon, there or elsewhere, that has been 
or that can bel 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



18« PART V. CAMPAIGN IN IRELAND Qan. 

' several homes, they shall be permitted so to do. — ^And, ^ in 

* general,^ for the first two sorts, " for such as have been or 
^ as now are in arms and shaU submit,^ I shall humbly and 

* effectually represent their cases to the Parliament, as far as 
^ becomes the duty and place I bear. But as for those 
^ who, notwithstanding all this, persist and continue in arms, 

* they must expect what the Providence of God, in that 

< which is falsely called the Chance of War, will cast upon 

< them. 

* For such of the Nobility, Grentry and Commons of 
' Ireland as have not been actors in this Rebellion, they dball 
' and may expect the protection in their Goods, Liberties and 

* lives which the Law gives them ; and in their husbandry, 

* merchandising, manufactures and other trading whatsoever, 

< the same. They behaving themselves as becomes honest 

< and peaceable men ; testifying their good affections, upon 

< all occasions, to the service of the State of England, equal 

< justice shall be done them with the English. They shaU 

* bear proportionably with them in taxes. And if the Soldiery 
^ be insolent upon them, upon complaint and proof, it shall 

* be punished with utmost severity, and they protected equally 
^ with Englishmen. 

* And having said this, and purposing honestly to perform 

* it, — ^if this People shall headily run on after the counsels of 

* their Prelates and Clergy and other Leaders, I hope to be 

* free from the misery and desolation, blood and ruin, that 

* shall befall them ; and shall rejoice to exercise utmost 

* severity against them.* ** Ouveb Cromwell.^ * 

" Given at Youg^hal, — January 1649.'* 

* DsdaroHoHf etc as above given. Lusmtd by tki Sterttary €f iks Army. 
Printed at Cork : and reprinUd at London^ by S, Griffin^ and areUbi sold in tMo 
Old Bail^ ; March 2isf, 1649. King's Fftmphlets, small 4to, no. 46a, § 6. In 
Ayscotigh Mss. no. 4769 (a Fragment of an anonymous Contemporary Narrative^ 
which will by and by be more specially referred to), are some two pages d this 
Declaration^ transcribed from the Cork Edition: the concluding words are not 

* exercise utmost severity against them,' but * act severity against them,' which 
probably b the true reading. 
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Tlds Declaration, as appears here, does not date or even 
expressly sign itself : but by search, chiefly in a certain Manu- 
script Fragment, which will by and by concern us farther,* we 
find that it was drawn up at Youghal after the 15th, and came 
forth printed at Cork before the S9th of January ; on which 
latter day the Army took the field again. And so we leave 
this X)eclaration ; — one of the remarkablest State-Papers erer 
published in Ireland since Strongbow^ or even since St. 
Patrick, first appeared there. 

LETTERS CXIX— CXXI 

The Speaker^s Letter of Recall has never yet readied 
Ireland ; and the rumour of it already has ; which, as we 
intimated, sets the Enemy on fresh schemes, whereof advantage 
might be taken. The unwearied Lord lieutenant, besides his 
labours known to us, has been rehabilitating Courts of Justice 
in Dublin, settling contributions, and doing much other work ; 
and now, the February or even January weather being 
unusually good, he takes the field again, in hopes of perhaps 
soon finishing. The unhappy Irish are again about excom- 
municating one another ; the Supreme Council of Kilkenny is 
again one wide howl ; and Ormond is writing to the King to 
recall him. Now is the Lieutenant^s time; the February 
weather being good t 

LETTER CXIX 

Here is another small excerpt from Bulstrode, which we 
may take along with us ; a small speck of dark Ireland and its 
affairs rendered luminous for an instant. To which there is 
reference in this Letter. We saw Enniscorthy taken on the 
last day of September, the < Castle and Village of Enniscorthy,^ 
< which belongs to Mr. Robert Wallop ^ ; a Grarrison was settled 

^ AjKoa^ Mss. na 4769 (Fragment of a Narrative, refiemd to in the prerious 
Note), pp. 100 et teqq. 
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there ; and this m some three-months^ tune is what becomes 
of it. 

9th January 1649, Letters reach Bulstrode, perhaps a fort- 
night after date, ^That the Enemy surprised Enniscorthy 
Castle in this manner : Some Irish Gentlemen feasted the 
Garrison Soldiers ; and sent in women to sell them strong- 
water, of which they drank too much ; and then the Irish fell 
upon them, took tiie Grarrison, and put all the OfScers and 
Soldiers to the sword/ Sharp practice on the part of the 
Irish Gentlemen ; and not well advised ! Which constrained 
the Lord Lieutenant, when he heard of it, to order ^ that the 
Irish,"* Papist or suspected Irish, * should be piU out of such 
Garrisons as were in the power of Parliament,^ ^ — sent to seek 
quarters elsewhere. 

FOK THK HONOURABLE WILUAM LEMTHALL, ESaUIBE, SPEAKER OF 
THE PARUAMEMT OF ENOLAND : THESE 

Castletown^ 15th Feb. 1649. 

Mr. Speaker^ — Having r^eshed our men for some short 
time in our Wmter-quariere^ and health being pretty well 
recovered^ we thovghtJU to take thejield; and to attempt such 
ihkigs as God by His providence should lead us to upon the 
Enemy. 

Our resolution was to JaU into the Enetny'^s quarters two 
ways. The one party, being about ^fifteen or sixteen troops of 
horse and dragoons and about two-thousand Jbot, were ordered 
to go up by the way of Car rick into the County of Kilkenny 
under the command of Colonel Reynolds ; whom Major-General 
Ireton was toJbUow with a reserve. I myself was to go by the 
way qf MaUow^ over the Blackwater, towards the County of 
Limerick and the County qf Tipper ary, with about twelve troops 
qf horse, and three troops qf dragoons, and between two and 
three hundred Jbot. 

I began my march upon Tuesday the Nine-and-twentieth qf 

^ Whitlocke, p. 421. * Yotigfaal had beea the head-quarter. 

• 'MayaUo ' he writes, and < MayaUo.' 
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Jaawaryjjrom Youghci: and upon Tkwriday the One-and- 
thirHeitiy I possessed a Ccutk called KiOcermy^ upon the edge of 
the County qfUmerich ; where I Itft thirty JboU From thence 
I marched to a Strong-house belonging to Sir Richard Everard 
(called Clogheen)^ who is one of the Supreme Council; while I 
Jf/i a troop of horse and some dragoons. From thence I marched 
to RoghiU Castle, which was possessed by some Ulster Jbot, and 
a party qf the Enemy* s horse ; which upon summons (/ having 
tcJcen the Captain qf horse prisoner before) was rendered to me. 
TTiese places being thus possessed gave us much command (to^ 
gether with some other holds we have) qf the White-Knights'* 
and Rochets Couniry ; and qf aU the land from Mallow to the 
Suir-side ; — espedaJJy by ^ help qf^ another Castle^ called Old 
Castletowny '^ which^ since my march, ^was^ taken by my Lord 
ofBroghU. Which I had sent to his Lordship to endeavour; 
as also a Castle qfSir Edward FUzharris, over the Mountains 
m the County qf Limerick ; — 1 having 2g/? his Lordship at 
MaUow^ with about six or seven hundred horse and Jour or Jive 
hundredjooty to protect those parts, and your interest in Munster; 
lest whUe we were abroad, Inchiquin, whose Jbrces lay about 
limerick and the County qf Kerry, should frU in behind us* 
His Lordship drew two cannon to the aforesaid Castle ; which 
having summoned, they reused. His Lordship, having bestowed 
about ten shot upon it, which made their stomachs come down,-'-^ 
he gave aU the soldiers quarter Jbr life; and shot aU the Officers, 
bang six in number, to deaih. Since the taking qf these Garri* 
sons, the Jrish have sent their commissioners to compound Jbr 
their contribution as Jar as the walls qf Limerick. 

I marched from RoghiU Castle over the Suir, mth very much 
difficulty ; andjrom thence to Fethard, almost in the heart qf 
the County qf Tipperary ; where was a Garrison qfthe Enemy. 
The Town is most pleasanth/ seated ; having a very good Watt 
with round and square bulwarks, after the old monner qfjbrti-' 
Jkations. We came thither in the night, and indeed were very 

^ * Qoghern' in the old Newspaper ; but it seems to be misprintedi as almost 
all these names are. * Roghill ' I find nowhere now extant 
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much distressed by sore and tempestuous wind and rain. J^fUf 
a long marchy we knew not well how to dispose qf ourselves; 
hd finding an old Abbey in the suburbs, and some cabins and 
poor housesy — we got into them, and had opportunity to send 
**the Garrison^ a summons. They shot ait my trumpet; cmd 
would not listen to him^Jbr an hour'*s space : but having some 
Officers in our party whom they knew, I sent them. To let ihem 
know I was there wUh a good part qf the Army. We shot 
not a shot at them ; but they were very angry j and fired very 
earnestly upon us ; telling us^ It xoas not a time qf night to 
send a summons. But yet in the end^ the Governor xoas willing 
to send out two commissioners^ — / think rather to see whether 
there was a Jbrce sufficient tofinrce himj than to any other end. 
After almost a whole mght spent in treaty^ the Town was 
delivered to me the next mornings upon terms which we usuaOy 
call honourable ; which I was the wilUnger to give, because I 
had little above Tkpo-hundred Jboty and neither ladders nor 
gunsy nor any thing else to fijrce them. Thai nighty there 
being about Seventeen companies qf the Ulster Jbot in Cashelf 
above five miles fi-om thence^ they quU it in some disorder ; and 
the Sovereign and the Aldermen sent tome a petition, desiring 
that I would protect them. Which I have also made a quarter. 
From thence I marched towards CaUan; hearing that 
Colonel Reynolds xvas there, with the Party before mentioned. 
When I came thither, I Jbund he had Jbllen upon the Enemy's 
horse, and routed them {being about a hundred), with his 
forlorn ; ^^he^ took my Lord qf Osson/^s Captatn-Lieutenant, 
and another Lieutenant qf horse, prisoners ; — -and one qf those 
who betrayed our Garrison qf Enniscorthy ; whom we hanged. 
The Enemy had possessed three Castles in the Town ; one qf 
them belonging to one BuUer, very considerable ; the other two 
had about a hundred or hundred'and-twenty men in them, — 
which ^latter^ he attempted; and they, refuting conditions 
seasonably offered, were put all to the sword. Indeed some qf 
your soldiers did attempt very notably in this service : — I do * 
not hear there were six men qf ours lost. BuHer'^s Castle was 
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delivered upon condUions^Jbr all to march away^ leaving their 
arms behind them. Wherein I have placed a company of Jbot 
and a troop qf horsey under the command qf my Lord ColvU; 
^ place being six miles from Kilkenny. From hence Colonel 
Reynolds was sent with his regiment to remaoe a Garrison qf 
tf^ Enemifsfixjm Knocktqfer (being the way qf our oomnmmA' 
cation to Ross) ; which accordingly he did. 

We marched back with the rest qf the body to Fethard^ and 
Cashd : where we are now quartered^ — having good plenty 
both qf horse meat and mcais meat Jbr a time ; and being 
indeedy we may say^ even almost in the heart and bowels qf the 
Enemy; ready to attempt what God shall next direct. And 
blessed be His name only Jbr this good success ; and frr this 
^ aiso^ Thai we do not find our men are at dU considerably 
sick tipon this expeditiony though indeed it hath been very 
blustering weather. — 

/ had almost Jbrgot one business : The Major-General was 
very desirous to gain a Pass over the Star ; where indeed we 
had none but by boat, or when the weather served. Wher^fbrCy 
on Saturday in the evenings he marched with a party qf horse 
and Jbot to Ardfbman ; where was a BridgCy and at the Jbot 
of it a strong Castle. Which he, abotU Jbur o^dock the next 
momingy attempted; — killed about thirteen qf the Enenu/*s out- 
guard; lost but two meny and eight or ten wounded: the 
Enemy yielded the place to himy and toe are possessed qfUy — 
bAng a very considerable PasSy and the nearest to our Pass at 
Cappoquin over the Blackwatery whither we can bring gunSy 
ammunition^ or other things Jirom Youghal by vHxtery and **then'^ 
over this Pass to the Army. The County qf Tipperary have 
submitted to 1,500/. Ormonth contribution, although they have 
six or seven qfthe Enemy'^s Garrisons yet upon them. 

Sir, I desire the charge qf England as to this War may be 
abated as much as men/ be, and as toe know you do desirCy out 

^ Letter, *Fethaid, 9th February,' to Colonel Phayr, Governor of Cork, for 
remforcements : Appendix, No. 18. 
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of yowr canre to the CommomweaUh. Bui if you exped your 
work to be done, if the inarching Army be not constanih/ paid, 
and the course taken thai hath been humbly represented, — indeed 
it wiU not be for the thrift of England, as far as England is 
concerned in the speedy reduction of Ireland. The money xoe 
raise upon the Counties maintains the Garrison forces ; and 
hardly thai. If the active force be not maintained, and aU 
contingencies defrayed, how can you expect but to have a 
lingering business of Uf Surely we desire not to spend a 
shilling of your treasury, wherein our consciences do not prompt 
us. We serve you; toe are willing to be out qf^ our trade 
of war ; and shaU hasten, by God's assistance and grace, to the 
end qf our work, as the labourer doth to be ai his rest. This 
makes us bold to be earnest with you for necessary supplies : — 
that qf money is one. And there be some other things, — which 
indeed I do not think for your service to speak qf publicly, 
which I shaU humbly represent to the Council qf State, — 
wherewiih I desire we may be accommodated. 

Sir, the Lord, who doth all these things, gives hopes qf 
a speech/ issue to this business; and, I am persuaded, wUl 
graciously appear in it. And truly there is no fear qf (he 
strength and combination qf enemies round about, nor qf 
slanderous tongues at home. God hath hitherto fenced you 
against aU those, to wonder and amazement ; tha/ are tokens 
of your prosperity and success :-^-onh/ it wiU be good for you, 
and us that serve you, to fear the Lord; to fear unhdief, self 
seeking, confidence in an arm of Jksh, and opinion qf any 
instruments that they are other than as dry bones. That God 
be merdfd in these things, and bless you, is the humble prayer 
qf Sir, your most humble servant, olifeR CROMWELL.^ 

Commons Journals, 25th February 16*9-60: «A Letter 
from the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, from Castletown, 16^ 

^ to have done with. 

• Newspapers (in CromwtlUana, p. 77); see also Commons Joumais^ 35th 
February 1649-50. 
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Februofrn 1649, was this day read ; and ordered to be forth- 
with printed and published. Ordered^ That a Letter of 
Thanks be sent to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; and that 
Mr. Scott do prepare the Letter ; and that Mr. Speaker do 
sign the same. Resolved^ lliat the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland have the use of the Lodgings called the Cockpit, of 
the Spring Garden and St. Jameses House, and the command 
of St James's Park.' 

This Letter of Thanks, and very handsome Resolution did, 
as we shall find, come duly to hand. The Cockpit was then 
and long afterwards a sumptuous Royal ^ Lodging ' in White- 
hall ; Henry the Eighth's place of Cock-fighting : — stood till 
not very long ago, say the Topographers, where the present 
Privy-Coundl Office is. The Cromwell Family hereupon pre- 
pared to remove thither; not without reluctance on Mrs. 
&omwell's part, as Ludlow intimates, 

LETTER CXX 

Deep sunk among the Paper>Masses of the British Museum 
is an anonymous Fragment of a Narrative qf Oliver's Cam- 
paign in Ireland \ Fragment copied, as would seem, several 
generations ago, from an earlier Original, the b^inning and 
end of which were aheady lost, — ^tom off by careless hands, 
and consumed as waste-paper. The Copyist, with due hope- 
fid punctuality, has left blank leaves at the b^inning and 
end : but to no purpose ; they are and continue blank leaves. 
In this mutilated obscure state, it lies among the Manuscripts 
of the British Museum; — ^will perhaps be printed by some 
Dryasdust Society, in time.^ It is by no means a Narrative 

^ It is already printed, and has been for a hundred yean, — though the sleepy 
Catalogues give no sign ! As Appendix to the Reprint of Ptobux's] History tf 
iks Irish Rtbillion (Dublin, 1743), the Piece is given entire, with ' Mr. Oifife, 
Ireton's Secretary ,' specified as Aothor. The Museum Copy * wants only some 
three lines at one enid and fifteen at the other' ; and has ' insignificant verbal 
variations' firom the Printed Copy, where they have been collated. Our sole 
antbority here is still the Manuscript {NoU U Third Editi^t^,) 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



140 PART V. CAMPAIGN IN IRELAND [S MAR. 

of much merit: entirely anonymous, as we say, without 
specific date or outward indication of any kind ; but written 
as if by a contemporary or even a fellow-actor, in a flat, 
diffuse, but authentic and exact manner. In obscure cases, 
as we have already found, it is worth consulting here and 
there ; — contains, in particular, the following and some other 
unimportant Cromwell Letters, not found elsewhere, which we 
make a duty of preserving. 

FOK THE GOVEBNOS OF CAHIB CASTLE : THESE 

''Before Cahir," 24th Feb. 1649. 

«Sir, — Having brought the Army and my cannon near ihis 
place f — according to my usual manner in eummcning places^ I 
thought JU to offer you Terms^ honour Me for soldiers : ThaJt 
you may march away^ with your baggage^ arms and colours ; 
free from ifiyury or violence. But if I be necessitated to bend 
my cannon upon you^ you must eapect the eostremity usual in 
such cartes. 

To amid bloody this is offered to you by^ your servant^ 

OLIVER OBOMWBLL.* 

What became of Cahir Castle, of it and of others, will 
appear in the next Letter. 

LETTER CXXI 

^ FOE THE HONOURABLE JOHN BBADSHAW, ESaUIBE, FBESIDENT OF 
THE COUNCIL OF STATE : THESE ^ 

Cashel, 5th March 1649. 

tt^ir,** — * * ^ It pleaseth God still to enlarge your 

interest here. The Castle of Cahtr^ very considerable^ built 

upon a rock, and seated in an island in the midst of the Suir, 

was lately rendered to me. It cost the Earl qf Essex, as I am 

* Nanative Fragment (in Ays^pugh Msa. na 4769, cited above). 
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informed^ about eigJU-weeJcs siege with hie army and artiBery} 
It ii flow youn without the loss of one man. So also ii the 
Castle qf KUtinan ; a very large mid strong Castle qf the 
Lord of Ihmboyne^s ; this loiter I tooJe-in with my cannon, 
without the loss of a man. 

We have taken the Castle of Golden Bridge, another pass 
upon the Suir ; as also the Castle qf Dundrum, at which we 
lost about six men, — Colonel Zanchy, who commanded the 
party, being shot through the hand. We have placed another 
strong Garrison at BaUynaJciU, upon the edge qf Kin^s and 
QueerCs Counties. We have divers Garrisons in the County qf 
Limerick ; and by these we take away the Enemy'' s subsistence, 
and diminish their contributions. By which in time I hope 
they wia sink. ♦ * * * * 

OLIVEB CROMWELL.* 



LETTERS CXXII— CXXXII 

HsmiT Cromwell, < Colonel Heniy,^ and the Lord Broghil 
are busy with Inchiqum in limerick County, to good purpose; 
as other Colonels are with other rebels elsewhere, eveiywhere ; 
and ^our Enemies will not stand, but have marched to 
dkenny.^ Kilkenny once taken, Mt is not thought they 
will be able to recruit their Army, or take the field again 
this summer.^ On Friday S2d March, the Lord Lieutenant 
comes in view of Kilkenny : here, out of dim old pamphlets 
and repositories, readjusted into some d^ree of clearness, is 
sufficient record of what befell there. The first Summons 
goes on Friday evening : 

^ In 1599 (Camden ; in Kennet, fl. 614) ; bot the 'eight weeks' are by no 
meant mentioned in Camden 1 The Castle, a rather eztensive building, overlook- 
ing from its rock 'the left bank of the main stream of the RlTer,' is nowa barradc 
lor soldieii. Anciently, and still, a chief place of iheButUr Family. 

* Newspapers (in Cromwil/uma, p. 77) ; see also Cpmmons JodoiMis (tL 381) 
lath March i649-5a 
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LETTER CXXII 

TO THE GOVEKNOB, AND ICATOK AND ALDERMEN^ OF THE CITY OF 
KILKENNY : THESE 

'^ Before Kilkenny," 22d March 16481 

Gentlemeny — My coming hiiher ii to endeavour y if God so 
please io bless me, the reduction of the City qf Kilkenny fo 
their obedience to the State qf England ;--^m whichy by an 
unheard-^ Massacre qf the innocent EngUshy you have en- 
deavoured to rend yourselves. And as God hath begun to 
judge you with His sore plagues, so wiU He JoOow you until 
He hath destroyed youy if you repent not Your Cause hath 
been judged already in England upon them who did abet your 
evils :^ what may the Principals then eocpect t — 

By thisjree deaUngy you see I entice you not to a compliance. 
You may have Terms ^such as^ may save you in your liveSy 
liberties and estateSy according to what may be fitting Jbr me to 
grami and you to receive. If you choose Jbr the worst, blame 
yourselves. In confidence qf the gracious blessing and presence 
qfGod with His own Cause, which by many testimonies this is^ 
— I shaU hope Jbr a good issue upon my endeavours. Eapect- 
ing a return J^rom youy I rest, your servanty 

OLIVER CROMWELL.^ 

In Kilkenny axe two military Governors, one of the City, 
one of the Castle; a Mayor with his Citizens and civic 
Functionaries ; not to speak of Priests, miscellaneous clerical 
or other wreck of the once Supreme Council of Kilkenny, now 

> Connor Lord Macgnire (Statg 7>ialt, iy. 654-754, 7th Feb. 1644-5), ^ ^^ 
others haTe had public trial, doom and death, long since^ for that : by the Law of 
England, well ascertained, known, and acted on, this long while* it is death to 
have been concerned in that 

* NarnitiTe FVagment (in Ajscongh if ss. na 4769) : found likewise, with date 
23d March, in Kiog's Pamphlets, sm. 410, no. 464, art a; where the rest of these 
Kilkenny Letters are. 
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hastily exploded : all of whom this Letter of Friday evening 
throws into the natural agitation, — into the necessity of some 
swift resolution conjunct or several. On the morrow morning, 
Butler, ^ Sir Walter Butler/ Governor of the City, answers with 
lion hearty or at least with lion voice and £gu^ laconically in 
the name of all : 

^ FOE GEMESAL CEOHWSLL^ 

' Kilkenny, 23 MartH 1649. 

^ Snt, — ^Your Letter I have received; and in answer thereof: 
— ^I am commanded to maintain this City for his Majesty ; 
which, by the power of God, I am resolved to do. — Sir, — 
your servant, Waltee Butlee.* 

So that we have nothing for it but to ^ take the best view we 
can where to plant our batteries ^ ; — send, in the mean while, 
another Letter with more precise explanation of our terms, — 
Letter now lost, — ^which probably occupies the Governor and 
Civic Authorities during Saturday and Sunday; and on Monday 
morning, by which time our batteries too are about ready, 
produces from the Governor new emphatic refusal : 

* FOE OSMEEAL CEOMWELL 

' Kilkenny, 25 Martii 1649 [9h(mld h$ 1660]. 

*Sir, — ^Your last Letter I received, and in answer: — ^I 
have such confidence in God to maintain this place as I will 
not lose it upon such terms as you offer, but will sooner lose 
my life and the lives of all that are here rather than submit 
to such dishonourable conditions. So I rest, — Sir, — your 
servant, Waltee Butlee.^ 

Whereupon, < on Monday the S5th, our batteries,^ unhappily 
only consisting of three guns, will have to open ; and for the 
lion-voiced Governor there goes off this Answer : 
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LETTER CXXIII 

rOE THE 60VEEN0E OF EXLEENNT 

'' Before Kilkenny/' 25th March 160a 
Sir, — If you had been as clear as I was in my last^ I ndghi 
perhaps have understood you so as to give you some Jarther 
answer: bid, you expressing nothing partkuiarJy what you 
have to except-against in mine, I have nothing more to return 
save this. Thai Jbr some reasons I cannot let your Trumpeter 
suddenly come back, but have sent you this by a Drummer of 
my own. I rest, your servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

Your Trumpeter cannot suddenly come back, <for some 
reasons,^ chiefly for this, — ^that our poor batteries are about to 
begin to play, and that, in fact, we have a thought of storming 
you. — Governor Butler, hearing the batteries b^in to play, 
makes haste to specify his conditions ; which still seem rather 
high: 

* FOE 6ENEEAL CEOlfWELL 

' Kilkenny, 25 Martii 165a 
'Snt, — ^Yours of this instant I received; the particulars 
which you would have me express are these : 

< That the Mayor and Citizens and all the other inhabitants 
and others now resident in the City and liberties thereof, with 
their servants, shall be secured with their lives, liberties, estates 
and goods, and live in their own habitations with all fiieedom : 
And that our Gergymen and all others here residing, of what 
degree, condition or quality soever, that shall be minded to 
depart, shall be permitted to depart safely hence with their 
goods and whatsoever they have, to what place soever they 
please within this realm, and in their departure shall be safely 
convoyed : And that the said Inhabitants shflJl have free trade 
^ Second Letter, now lost * King's Pamphlets, na 464, art s, p. 13. 
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and traffic with all places under the Parliament of EngUukTs 
command and elsewhere : And that the foresaid Inhabitants 
shall have their arms, ammunition and artillery for their own 
defence, the Town and liberties thereof paying such reasonable 
contribution as shall be agreed upon, and not to be otherwise 
charged : And that the Governors, Commanders, Officers and 
Soldiers, both horse and foot, now garrisoned as well in the 
Castle as in the City, without exception of any of them, shall 
safely march hence,^ whither they Ust, *with their arms, 
ammunition, artillery, bag and baggage, and whatsoever else 
belongs to them; with their drums beating, colours flying, 
matches burning, and bullet in bouch ^ (musketeer^s ^ bouch,'* 
louche or cheekf in which at this epoch he keeps his bullets for 
immediate use); <and that they have a competent time^for 
their departiue and carrying away their goods, with a sufficient 
and safe convoy. Anct that Major Nicholas Wall, and all 
others Commanders, Officers and Soldiers who came out of the 
English Quarters, now residing here, shall have the benefit of 
this Agreement. Without which, I am resolved to maintain 
this place, with God^s help. 

^ Thus expecting your answer, and that during this treaty 
there shall be a cessation of arms, I rest, — Sir, — ^your servant, 

* Walter Bdtlbe,^ 

Tliese terms are still somewhat lion- voiced; but our batteries, 
such as they are, continue playing ; the tone, before next 
morning, abates a little, and this other Note has gone; — 
accompanied by one from the Mi^yor, which is now lost, bat 
of which we can still guess the purport : 

^ FOE GENERAL CBOBCWELL 

' Kilkenny, 26 Martii 160a 

^Sir, — ^Although I may not doubt, with God^s help, to 

maintain this place, as I have formerly written, — yet I do 

send the Bearer to let you know. That I am content to treat 

with you of the Proposals to be made on either side, so that 

VOL. n. K 
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there be a cessation of arms and all acts of hostility during 
that treaty. So^ expecting jour answer, I rest, — ^your servant, 

<WaLTBE BOTLEl.^ 

f 

Meanwhile, having spoit * about a hundred shot^ upon it, 
a breach discloses itself, which we hope is stonnable. Storm- 
ing party, on Tuesday the S6th, is accordingly drawn out, 
waiting the signal ; and on another side of the City, < Colond 
Ewer with 1000 men ^ is to assault the quarter called the Irish 
Town. These Answers go^ to their respective destinations : 



LETTER CXXIV 

FOB THE GOVEHKOE OF KILKEKNT 

'' Before Kilkenny/' 26th March 165a 
«SSr, — Except the conditions were much bettered^ and we m a 
worse posture and capacify to reduce you than b^bre the last 
Letters I sent you^ — I cannot imagine whence those high 
Demands qf yours arise. I hope in Gody before it be long you 
may have occaAm to think other thoughts ; to which I leave 
you. 

I shaU not so much as treat with you on those Propositions. 
You desire some articles Jbr honour'' s sake ; which out qf 
honesty J I do deny : — viz. thai qf marching in the equipage 
you mention^ << muskets loadedj matches burning, etc.^ I tell 
you, my business is to reduce you from arms, and the country 
to quietness and due subjection ; to put an end to the War, and 
not to lengthen it f — wishing, if it may stand with the xviU q/r 
God, this People may live as happily as they did before the 
bloody Massacre, and better too. If you and the company 
with you be qf those who resolve to continue to hinder this, we 
know Who is able to reach you, and, I beUeve, wiU. 

For the Inhabitants qfthe Town, qf whom you seem to have 
a care, you know your retreat '^ to be better than theirs ; and 
^ means of tiiretj and withdrawaL 



/ 
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iherefbre it V not impoliticly done to speak Jbr them, and to 
engage them to keep us as longjrom you as they can. If they 
be wilSng to expose themselves to rtan Jbr you, you are much 
beholding unto them. 

As Jbr yom ^ Clergymen^ as you call them, in case you 
agree Jbr a surrender, they shall march away sq/ely, with their 
goods and what belongs to them: but if they Jail otherwise into 
my hands, I believe they know what to expect Jrom me. — If 
upon what I proposed Jbrmerh/, with this addition concerning 
ihem, you expect things to be cleared, I am content to have 
Commissioners Jbr that purpose. I rest. Sir, your servant^ 

OLIVER OBOMWBLLJ^ 
LETTER CXXV 

TO THK 1CAT0& OF KILKENNT 

''Before Kilkenny/' 26th March 1660. 
Sir, — Though I could have wished you and the CUixens 
had been indeed more sensible qf your own interests and con- 
cernments, — yet since you are minded to involve it so much 
with that qf soldiers, I am ghid to understand you, which xvill 
be some direction to me what to think and what to do. I rest, 
your Friend^ OLIVER OROMWELL.f 

On signal given, the storming party of the breach, and 
Colonel Ewer at the Irish Town fall on : Colonel Ewer with 
good success ; the storming party with indifferent or bad, — 
finding, after the breach is got, interior retrenchments, counter- 
works, palisadoes, hot fire ; and drawing back, with the loss 
of ' Captain Frewen, and SO or 80 men.** Ewer, however, is 
master of the Irish Town ; the breach is still there, — more 
stormable than Tredah was, it may be hoped ! Here in the 
interim is new anxious response from the Mayor : 

* King's Pamphlets, no. 464, art 2, pp. 17, 18. 
f JHd. p. 14. 
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* FOR THE EIGHT HONOUBABLE GENERAL CROMWELL 

'Kilkezm7/26Ui March 1650. 
* Right Honourable, — ^I received your Honour^s Letter in 
answer to mine, which I wrote unto your Honour in pursuance 
of the Propositions sent by our Governor unto your Honour, 
for obtaining of the said conditions, — which seemed unto us 
almost befitting to be granted; the military part having 
exposed themselves for our defence ; which obligeth us not to 
accept of any conditions but such as may be befitting them. 
I desire your Honour to grant a Cessation of arms, and that 
Hostages on both sides be sent, and Commissioners appointed 
to treat of the conditions. I rest, — ^your Honour^s servant, 
< James Archdaok, Mayor of Ellkenny.^ 

To which we answer * 

LETTER CXXVI 

FOR the mayor of KILKENNY 

''Before Kilkemiy/' 26th March 1650. 

Sh-y — TTiose whom God hath brought to a sense of His hand 
upon themj and to amende svbmitiAng themselves thereto and to 
the Power to which He hath subjected them, I cannot bui pity 
and tender : and so Jar cu thai effect appears in you and your 
JeUow-citizenSy I shall be ready , without capUidationy to do more 
and better Jbr you and them upon that ground^ than upon the 
high Demands qfyour Governor^ or his capitukUionsJbr you. 

I suppose he hath acquainted you with what I briefy offered 
yesterday y in relation to yowrself and the Inhabitants ; — other- 
wise he hath the more to answer Jbr to God and man. And 
notwithstanding the advantages (as to the commanding and 
entering the Town) which God hath given us since that offer^ 
more than we were possessed of before^ — yet I am still willing^ 
upon your surrender , to make good the same to the City, and 
that with advantage. 
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Now m regard of thai temper which appears amongtt you 
by yofUT Letters^ — though I shaM not engage for more upon the 
Gaoemor*8 demands Jbr you, whose power I conceive is now 
greater to prejudice and endanger the City than to protect it ; 
^^ nevertheless^ to save iijrom pltmder and piUage, I " have " 
promised the Soldiery thai, if we should tcJce it by stormy the 
Inhabitants shall give them a reasonable Gratuity in money, in 
lieu of the pillages ; and so made it deaihjbr any man to 
phmder. Which I shaU still keep them to, by God's help, 
aithough we should be put to make an entry byjbrce, — uadess 
I shaXL find the Inhabitants engaging still with the Gooemcr 
and **his^ Soldiery to make resistance. You may see also the 
way I chose Jbr reducing the place was such as tended most to 
save the Inhabitants fivm pillage, and fi'om perishing pro- 
miscuously the innocent with the guilty : — to wit, by attempting 
places which being possessed might bring ii to a surrender, 
rather than to enter the City iisdf by force. 

If whaJt is here expressed may beget resolution in you which 
would occasion your safety and be consistent with the end of 
my coming hither, I shall be glad; and rest, yourjriend, 

OLIVER OBOMWELL.* 

Urged by the Mayor, by Colonel Ewer, and the course of 
destiny, the Governor's lion- voice has abated ; he writes : 



^ FOE 6ENEBAL CBOMWSLL 

'Kilkenny, 26 Martii 165Q. 

*Sir — ^In answer of your Letter: — ^If you be pleased to 
appoint Officers for a Treaty for the surrender of the Castle 
and City upon soldierlike conditions, I will also appoint 
Officers of such quality as are in the Garrison; — ^provided 
that Hostages of equality be sent on both sides, and a 

* King's Pamphlets, no. 464, art a, pp. 15, id. 
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Cessation of arms be also granted during the Treaty. 
Assuring a performance, on my side, of all that will be agreed 
upon, I rest, — Sir, — ^your servant, Waltee Butler. 

*P.S. I desire to know what^s become of my Trumpeter 
I employed two days ago/ 

LETTER CXXVII 

TO THE GOVERNOR OF KILKENNY 

'' Before Kilkenny," 2eUi March 1650. 

iS!r, — Tliai no extremity may happen Jbr want of a right 
understandififf, I am content that Commissioners on each side 
do meet, m the Leaguer ai the SotUh side of the City ; author- 
ised to treat and conclude. For which purpose, if you shall 
speedily send me the names and qualities qf the Commissioners 
you zviU send out, I shall appoint the like number on my part, 
authorised as qfiyresaid, to meet with them ; and shall send-in 
a S(xfe-conduct Jbr the coming out and return qf yours. As 
Jbr Hostages, I conceive it needless and dilatory. I expect thai 
the TVeaty begin by 8 qf the clock this evening, and end by 
IS ; during which time only xoill I grant a Cessation. Ex- 
pecting your speedy answer, I rest, your servant, 

OUFEB CROMWELL.* 

Governor answers, at a late hour: Time is too short; 
impossible to end so soon ; * your Trumpeter did not arrive 
till nine ^ : — Commissioners are * Major John Crawford, Captain 
David Tumbull, James Cowley Esq. Recorder of this City, 
and Edward Rothe Merchant ^ ; these will meet yours, where 
specified, at six tomorrow morning, — * so as Hostages be sent 
for their safe return; for without Hostages the Grentlemen 
will not go/ 

* King's Pamphlet^ no. 464, azt a, pp. 15, id. 
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LETTER CXXVIII 

TO THK GOYEBNOA OF KELEENNT 

'' Before Kilkenny/' 27th March 166a 
Sir^ — Hie reason of the so late coming qf my answer was 
because my Trumpeter was refused to he received cU the North 
end qf the Town ; and where he was admitted^ was kept long 
upon the Guard. 

I have sent you a Sqfe-condtict for the Four Commissioners 
named by you ; and if they be such as are unwilling to take my 
word^ I shall noty to humour them, agree to Hostages. I am 
wilUng to a Treaty for Jbur hours, provided U be begun by IS 
of the clock this morning: but fir a Cessation, the time last 
appointed fir it being past, I shall not agree unto ^it^ to 
hinder my own proceedings. Your servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

After which straightway, with official Warrant, signed both 
by the City Governor and by the Castle one (* Ja. Welsh 'X 
come the Four Commissioners ; and then speedily the Treaty 
perfects itself: City and Garrison surrender wholly; City to 
pay ransom of S,000/. at specified short dates, Recorder 
Cowley and Merchant Rothe remaining ^hostages till it be 
paid '* : Soldiers to march out, * bullet in bouch,^ with all the 
honours of war ; but at the end of two miles to put bullet 
out of bouch, arms and war-honours wholly down, and, 
< except 100 muskets and 100 pikes allowed them for defence 
against the Tories,^ go off in an entirely pacific form. Thus 
go they ; — and the Siege of Kilkenny, happily for all parties, 
for us here among others, terminates. 

LETTER CXXIX 

A ftonoH brief Note, on accidental business, < concerning 
Cork House ^ ; more interesting to the Boyle Genealogists and 
Dublin Antiquaries than to us. 

* King's Pamphlet^ na 464, art 9. pp. 15, 16. 
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The ^Commissioners at Dublin^ are Parliamentary Com- 
missioners, of whom there have been various successive sets, 
the last set just appointed,^ for various administrative objects, 
— diiefly, just now, for ^Advancement of the Grospel * by *Sale 
of Dean-and-Chapter Lands,^ to pay fit Preachers with, and 
provide right Churches for them. <Cork House ^ is not 
Usmore, but the Family Mansion in Dublin; it stood on 
Cork Hill then, and has quite vanished now: the <Dean 
at Dublin^ has or had some interest in it, which might 
advance the Grospel if bestowed welL 

^TO THE C0MMISSI0NEB8 AT DUBLIN: THESS^ 

'* Caniek-4m-Suir/ Ist April 1060. 

Gentlemeny — Bring desired hy the ComUess qf Cork that 
fiothing may be done by way of disposal qf such part qf Cork 
House as is holden qf the Dean in Dublin (in case my Lord qf 
CorVs interest be determined therein); and that my Lord qf 
Cork may have the rrfusal thereqf btfore any other ^ in regard 
his Father has been at great charge in huildvng thereqf and 
some part qfthe same House is^ my Lord^s inheritance^ and in 
thai respect the other part would not be so convenient Jbr any 
oiher: 

Which motion I conceive to be very reasonable. And therC" 
Jbre I desire you not to dispose qf any part qf the said House 
to any person whatsoever^ untU you hear farther from me; my 
Lady having undertaken^ in a short timcy as soon as she can 
come at the sight qfher writings ** so as^ to be satisfied wJuti 
interest my Lord qf Cork hath yet to come therein, my Lord 
will renew his term in the said House, or give fuU resolution 
therein. I rest, your loving fiend, qii^br OBOMWELL.* 

' 8th March 1649*50 (Commons Journals, tL 379): 'Colonel John Hewion 
Governor of Dnblin, Sir Robert King, William Hawkins, Danid Hatchinson, 
William Lawrence, Esqrs., or any three of them, with the consent of the Lord 
Lieutenant' * *being'inong. 

* Old Copy, * The Coppie of my Lord Lieutenant's Letter to the Commis. 
doners at Dublin conceminge Corke House ' ; now in the possession of Sir W. 
Betham, Ulster King of Arms. 
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<My Lady of Cork,' the second Earl's Wife, Lord BroghO's 
rister-in-law, has good access to the Lord Lieutenant at pre- 
sent : — ^will find her business drag, nevertheless.^ 

LETTER CXXX 

Official Despatch, briefly recapitulating that affair of 
Kilkenny and some others; — ^points also towards return to 
England. 

FOE THE HONOUEABLB WILUAIC UCKTHALL, ESftUISE, 8FSAXEE OF 
THE PAELIAMEMT OF ENGLAND : THESE 

Carrick, 2d April 1650. 

Mr. Speaker y — / ihmk the last Letter I troubled you mihy 
was about the taking of Cahir^ since which time there were 
taJceUy hy beating-^ tlieir quarters, two Colonehy a Lieutenant^ 
Colonel, Major, arid divers Captains, aU qf horse: Colonel 
Johnson,^ LieuUnant-Colonel Laughem, and Major Simes, were 
shot to deaih, as having served under the Parliament, but now 
taken up arms with the Enemy. 

Hearing that Castlehaven and lAeut-Generai Ferrai were 
about Kilkenny, with their Army lying there quartered, and 
about Carlow and LeigMin Bridge; and hearing also that 
Colonel Hewson, with a good Party from, Dublin, was come as 
Jar as BaHysonan^ and had taken it, — we thought Jit to send 
an express to him. To march up towards us Jbr a conjunction. 
And because we doubted the stridency qf his Party to march 
with that security that were to be wished, Colonel Shilboum was 
ordered to go with some troops qf horse out qf the County qf 
Weajbrd, which was his station, to meet him. And because the 
Enemy was possessed of the JMest places upon the Barrow Jbr 

' Commons Jmmals^ tL 434 ; Lodge's Purag$ (Archdall's), L 170; etc. 

* The other Colonel, Randall Qaydon, was tried and condenmed with the 
others ; but pardoned. See Letter in Appendix, No. so ; and Whitlocke. (NoU 

€/'i8S7.) 

* See Whitlocke, p. 430 ; Ovte, ii 113. 
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OfUT coiytmciiony xve sent a Party of seven or eight hundred 
horse and dragoons and about Jive-hundred Jboty to attempt 
f£pon Castlehaven in the rear^ if he should have endeavoured to 
dffend the places against Colonel Hewson. 

Our Partly being a light nimble Party , toas at the Barrow- 
side before Colonel Hexvson could be heard of; and possessed a 
House, by the Graigue ; they marched towards LeighSnj and 
faced Castlehaven at a pretty distance; but he showed no 
Jbrwardness to engage. Our Party not being abie to hear qf 
Colonel Hewsouj came back as Jar as Thomastowny a small 
walled Town, and a pass upon the Nore, between Kilkenny and 
Ross, Which our men attempting to take, the Enemy made no 
great resistance ; but, by the advantage qf the bridge j quitted 
the Towny and fled to a Castle about hcif a mile distant off^ 
which they had formerly possessed. That night the President 
qfMunster^ and myself came up to the Party. We summoned 
the Castle; and, after two days^ it was surrendered to us; the 
Enemy leaving their armsj drumSj colours and ammunition 
behind them^ and engaging never to bear arms more against 
the Parliament qf England. 

We lay still after this about two or three days. TTie 
President went back to Fethardy to bring up some great guns^ 
with a purpose to attempt upon the Granny ^^ and some Castles 
thereabouts^ Jbr the better blocking-up qf Waier/brd; and to 
cause to advance up to us some more qf our foot. In the end 
we had advertisement that Colonel Hewson was come to Leighlin; 
where xoas a x)ery strong Castle and pass over the Barrow. I 
sent him word that he should attempt it ; which he did ; and; 
after some dispute^ reduced U. By which means we have a 
good pass over the Barrow^ and intercourse betxeeen Munster 
and Leinster. I sent Colonel Hewson word thai he should 
march up to me; and wcy advancing likewise with our Party^ 
nut ^ him^ — near by Gowran ; a populous Town^ where the 
Enemy had a very strong Castle^ under the Command qf 

' IretoQ (C^mmmu JoumaiSt 4th December 1649). 
* Now a rain near Waterford ; ht spells it ' GrannOi* 
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Colonel Hammond^ a Kentishmany who was a principal actor 
in the Kentish Insurrection^ and did numage the Lord CapeTs 
business at his Trial. I sent him a civU invitation to deliver 
up the CasOe unto me ; to which he returned me a very resolute 
answer J and JuU (^f height. We planted our arttUert/ ; and 
before we had made a breach considerable^ the Enemy beai a 
parley Jbr a treaty ; which /, having offered so fairly to Aim, 
refused; but sent him in positive conditionSy Thai the soldiers 
should home their liveSy and the Commission Officers to be 
disposed of as should be thought Jit ; which in the end was 
submitted to. The next dayy the Colondy the MyoTj and the 
rest qf the Commission Officers were shot to death ; all but onCy 
whoy being a very earnest instrument to have the Castle 
deKveredy was pardoned.^ In the same Castle also we took a 
Popish Priesty who was Chaplain to the CathoUcs in this 
regiment ; who was caused to be hanged. I trouble you with 
this the raihery because this regiment was the Lord qfOrmond's 
own regtmenL In this Castle was good store qf provisions Jbr 
the Army. 

After the taking qfthis CastlCy it was agreed amongst us to 
march to the City qf Kilkenny. Which we did upon Friday 
the %%d qf Mardh : and coming with our body within a mile 
qfthe Towuy tee advanced with some horse very near unto it ; 
and that evening I sent Sir WaUer Butler and the Corporation 
a Letter. We took the best view we could where to plant our 
batteries ; and upon Monday the %5thy our baiteriesy consisting 
qf three gunSy began to play. After near a hundred shoty we 
made a breachy as we h^ped stormable. Our men were drawn 
out ready Jbr the attempt ; and Colonel Ewer ^was^ orderedy 
with about one-thousand Jboty to endeavour to possess the Irish 
Tawny much about the time qf our storming; — which he 
accordingly didy with the loss of not above three or Jour men. 
Our men upon the signal JeU on upon the breach . which indeed 

' In 1648. None of oar Hammonds. 

* Infrm» vol. tf.y Appendix, No. 90» is some fiurther notice of this one. 
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was not performed wUh usual courage nor success ; Jot ihey 
were beaten off^ with the loss of one Captamy and about twenty 
or thirty men killed and wounded. The Enemy had made 
two retrenchments or counierworksj which they had strongly 
paUsadoed: and both of them did so command our breach^ 
that indeed it xvas a mercy to us we did not farther contend 
Jbr an entrance there ; it being probable thatj if we had, it 
would have cost us very dear. 

Having possessed the Irish Town ; and there being another 
Walled Town on the other side qf the River ^ eight companies 
qf foot were sent over the River to possess that. Which 
accorcBnghf was effected^ and not above the Kke number lost 
that were in possessing the Irish Town. The Officer that comr 
manded this party in chitf attempted to pass aoer the Bridge 
into the City^ and tofre the Gate ; wJuch indeed was done with 
good resolutions ; — bul, lying too open to the Enemy^s shoty he 
had forty or jifty men killed and wounded; which was a sore 
blow to us. We made our preparations for a second battery ; 
which was well near perfected : ^^bul^ the Enemy^ seeing him- 
self thus begirtj sent for a Treaty ; and had it ; and, in some 
hours J agreed to deliver up the Castle upon the Articles enclosed. 
Whkhy ^^ accordingly^ we rec^ved upon Thursday the %%th qf 
March. — We find the Castle exceeding weUfbr^fied by tJie in- 
dustry qfthe Enemy ; being also very capacious : so that if we 
had taken the Town, we must have had a new work for the CasHe, 
which might have cost much blood and time. So that, we hope, 
the Lord hath prodded better Jbr us ; and roe look at it as a 
gracious mercy that toe have the place fir you upon these terms. 

Whilst these affairs were iransactingy a Ueutenant-Colond^ 
three Majors^ eight Captains^ being English^ Welsh and Scotch^ 
with others J possessed qfCantweU Castle^ — a very strong CasUe^ 
situated in a bogy wettf/ndshed with provisions qf corny — were 

^ * Gmtwell,' sdll known among the peasantry by that name, is now caUed 
Sandford's Coart ; close upon Kilkenny : * Donkill ' teems to be Donhill, a rained 
Strength not fiur from Waterford. Of Pnlkerry and Ballopoin, in tUi paragraphf 
I can hear no tidings. 
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ordered by Sir Walter Butler to come to strengthen the Garrison 
qf Kilkenny. But they sent two Officers to me^ to offer me the 
place, and their service, — that they might have passes to go 
beyond sea to serve Jbreign states, with some money to bear 
their charges: the last whereof *^ likewise'^ I consented to; they 
promising to do nothing to the prejudice qf the Parliament of 
England, Colonel Abbot also attempted Ennisnag : where were 
gotten a company qf rogues which ** Iiad ^ revolted Jrom Colonel 
Jones} Tlie Soldiers capitulated Jbr life, and their two Officers 
were Jusngedjbr revolting. Jdjutant-GeneraJ Sadler was com- 
manded with two guns to attempt some Castles in the County qf 
Tipperary and Kilkenny ; which being reduced ^^ would ^ ex- 
ceedingly tend to the blocking-up qf two considerable Towns. 
He summoned PuJkerry, a Garrison under Clonmel; bartered 
it ; ihey refusing to come out, stormed it ; put thirty or forty 
qf them to the sword, and the rest remaining obstinate were 
fired in the Castle. He took BaUopoin ; the Enemy marching 
away, leaving their arms behind them. He took also the Granny 
and DonkiU, two very considerable places to Waierfbrd, upon 
the same terms. — We have advanced our quarters towards the 
Enemy, a considerable way above Kilkenny ; where we hope, by 
the gaining qf ground, to get subsistence ; and still to grow 
upon the Enemy, as the Lord shaU bless us. 

Sir, I may not be wanting to teU you, and renew it again, 
Thai our hardships are not a Jew ; thai I think in my conscience, 
if moneys be not supplied, we shall not be able to carry on your 
work : — I would not say this to you, if I did not reckon it my 
duty so to do. But if it be supplied, and that speedily, I hope, 
through the good hand qf the Lord, it xcUl not be long before 
England will be at an end qf this charge ;—Jbr the saving qf 
which, I beseech you help as soon as you can ! Sir, our horse 
have not had one maniKs pay qffive. We strain what we can 
that the Jbot may be paid, or else they would starve. Those 
Towns that are to be reduced, especially one or two qf them, if 
we should proceed by the rules qf other states, would cost you 
^ The late Michael Jo 
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more numey ikon this Army hath had since we came over. I 
hopCy through the blessing' of Gody they will come cheaper to 
you : bui how we should be able to proceed in our attempts wiih' 
oui reasonable supply ^ is humbly submitted and represented to 
you. I think I need not say^ thai a speedy period put to this 
work rmU break the eapedation of aU your enemies. And seeing 
the Lord is not wanting to youy I most humbly beg it, that you 
would not be wanting to yourselves. 

In the last place, it cannot be thought but the taking of these 
places, and keeping but what is necessary of them, must needs 
swaUonhup our Foot : and I may humbly repeat it again. That 
I do not know qf much above Two-thousand qf your Fvoe- 
thousand recruits come to us. — Having given you this account 
concerning your affairs, I am now obliged to give you an 
account concerning myself, which I shaU do with oM deamess 
and honesty. 

I have received divers private intimations qf your pleasure 
to have me come in person to wait upon you in England ; as 
also copies qf Votes qf the Parliament to that purpose. But 
considering the way they cams to me was but *^by^ private 
intimations, and the Votes did refer to a Letter to be signed by 
the Speaker, — I thought it xoovld have been too much Jbrward' 
ness in me to have Itft my charge here, until the said Letter 
came ; it being not fit Jbr me to prophesy whether the Letter 
would be an absohde command, or hiving limitations with a 
liberty left by the Parliament to me, to consider in what way to 
yield my obedience. Your Letter came to my hands upon 
Friday the 9,%d qf March, the same day that I came b^fbre the 
City qf Kilkenny, and when I was near the same. And I 
understood by Dr. Cariwright, who delivered it to me, that 
reason qf cross winds, and the want qf shipping in the West 
qf England where he was, hindered him from coming with it 
sooner ; it bearing date the Oh qf January, and not coming to 
my hands until the i9d qf March. 

The Letter supposed your Army in Winter-quarters, and the 
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time qfthe year not smtablejbr present action ; making this as 
the reason of your command. And your Forces have been in 
action ever since the i9th qf January ; and your Letter^ which 
was to be the rule qf my obedience, coming' to my hands qfter 
our having been so long in action, — with respect had to the 
reasons you were pleased to use (herein, ^ I knew not what to 
do.'^ And Jurving received a Letter signed by yourself, qf the 
itGih qf February,^ which mentions not a word qf the continue 
once qfyour pleasure concerning my coming aver, I did humbly 
conceive it much consisting with my duty, humbly to beg a 
positive sigmfication whai your will is ; prqfessing {as before 
the Lord) thai I am mat ready to obey your commands herein 
wUh all alacrity ; rgoicing only to be about thai work which I 
«m called to by those whom God haih set over me, which I 
acknowledge you to be; amd fearing onty in obeying you, to 
disobey you. 

I most humbfy and earnest^ beseech you to judge Jbr me. 
Whether your Letter doth not naturally allow me the liberty qf 
begging a more dear eapression qfyour command and pleasure. 
Which, when vouchsafed unio me, wHl find most ready and 
cheerful obedience from. Sir, your most humble servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL* 

LETTER CXXXI 

Here, of the same date, is a Letter to Mayor ; and then a 
Letter to Richard ; which concludes what we have in Ireland. 

FOR HY VERY LOVING BROTHER RICHARD MAYOR, ESQUlRS, AT 
HURSLEY IN HAMPSHIRE : THESE 

Carrick^ 2d April 1650. 
Dear Brother, — For me to write unto you the stale qf our 

^ Antea, p. 139. 

* King's Pamphlets, no. 464, art a ; Newspapers (in CromwiUiatw^ pp. 78- 
81). Printed, this Letter with the others on Kilkenny, by order of Parliament ; 
messenger, ' Richard Lehnnt ' (Colonel Lehnnt, I beliere, antea, yoL L p. 329)9 
gets 50/1 {Commons j0umalst vi 397, X3th April 1650.) 
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(iffairs here xoere more indeed than I have leisure weU io do; 
and iherefbre I hope you do not expect it Jrom me; seeing 
when I write to the Parliament I umaUy amy aa becomes me^ 
very particular zvith them ; and usually Jrom thence the 
knowledge thereof is spread. 

Only this let me say^ which is the best intelligence to Friends 
thai are truly Christian : The Lord is pleased stiU to vouchse^ 
us His presence, and to prosper His own work in our hands , 
— which to us is the more eminent because trrdy we are a 
company of poor xoeak worthless creabures. Truly our work 
is neitJier Jrom our own brains nor Jrom our courage and 
strength : but weJbUow the Lord who goeth before, and gather 
what he scattereth, that so aU mcy appear to be Jrom Him, 

The taking qf the City of Kilkenny hath been one of our 
last works ; which indeed I believe hath been a great discom^ 
posing the Enemy, — it V so much in their bowels. We have 
taken many considerable places lately, without much loss. What 
am we say to these things! If God be Jbr us, who can be 
against us f Who can Jight against the Lord and prosper f 
Who can resist His wtUf TJie Lord keep us in His love. 

I desire your prayers ; your Family is qften in mine. I 
rejoice to hear how it hath pleased the Lord to deal wiih my 
Daughter} The Lord bless her, and sanctify aU His dispen- 
sations to them and us. I have committed my Son to you ; I 
pray counsel him. Some Letters I have lately had Jrom him 
have a good savour : the Lord treasure up grace there, thai 
out qfthat treasury he may bring Jbrth good things. 

Sir, I desire my very entire affection may be presented to my 
dear Sister, my Cousin Ann and the rest qf my Cousins, — and 
to idle Dick Norton when you see him. Sir, I rest, your most 
lacing brother, 

OLIVER OROMWELL* 

^ In a hopeful way, I conclude 1 Richard's first child, according to Noble's 
registers, was not bom till 3d Norember 1653 (Noble, i 189) ; a boy, who 
died within three weeks, Noble's registers, as we shall soon see, are very 
defective. 

* Harris, p. 51a. 
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LETTER CXXXII 

FOR IfY BELOVED SON EICHA&D CROMWELL, ESQUIRE, AT HURSLEY 
IN HAMPSHIRE : THESE 

Carrick, 2d April 1660. 

Dick Cromwell^ — I take j/aur Letters kindly : I like expres- 
none when they come jlainhf Jrom the hearty and are not 
strained nor affected. 

I am persuaded U^s the Lords mercy to place you where you 
are: I wish you may own it and be thank/idjjulfilling ail 
relations to the glory qf God. Seek the Lord and His face 
contifnuaUy : — let this be the business of your life and strength^ 
and let all things be subservient and in order to this / You 
cam/not find nor behold the face ofGod bui in Christ ; therefore 
labour to know God in Christ; which the Scripture makes 
to be the sum qf aUj even Life EtemaL Because the true 
knowledge is not literal or speculative; *^no^ bui inward; 
frofn^fbrnwng the mind to U. It V uniting to, and participating 
of, the Divine Nature (Second Peter, L 4) : ^ That by these 
ye might be partakers qf the Divine Nature^ having escaped 
the corruption thai is in the world through lustJ^ It V such a 
knowledge as Paul speaks qf (Philippians, iii. 8-10): << Yea 
doubtless y and I count aU things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge qf Christ Jesus my Lord. For whom I hax)e 
suffered the loss qf all things; and do count them but dung 
that I may win Christy and be fnsnd in Him^ — not having 
mine own righteousness which is qf the Law, bui thai which 
is through the Faith qf Christy the righteousness which is qf 
God by Faith ; — tJuU I may know JTim, and the power qf His 
BesurrectioTiy and the fellowship qf His sufferings ; being made 
covifbrmable unto His Deaih.^^ How Utile qfthis knowledge is 
among us! My weak prayers shall be for you. 

^ These sen t ence!,— well known to Oliver ; fioniluur to him in their phnae- 
ology, and in their sense too ; and never to ht JimUfy forgotten by the earnest* 
hearted of the Stmt of Men,— «r€ not quoted in the Original, bat merely 
indicated. 

▼OL. n. L 
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Taike heed ofna unacHve vainspiarU! Recreate yourse^ wUh 
Sir Walter Raleigh's History: it's a Body qf History; and 
trill add much more to your understanding thanjragmenis qf 
Story. — Intend^ to understand the Estate I have settled: it's 
your concernment to know it aUj and how it stands. I have 
heretofore suffered much by too much trusting others. I know 
my brother Mayor wHl be heljgful to you in aU this. 

You wHl thinkf perhaps, I need not advise you To love your 
Wife! The Lord teach you how to do ii ; — or else it wiU be 
done m^avouredfy. Though Marriage be no instituted Sacra- 
mentj yet where the undefiled bed is, and love, this union apUy 
resembles ^ihat qf^ Christ and His Church. If you can 
truly love your W^fe^ what ^looe'* doth Christ bear to His 
Church and every poor soul therein, — who ^gaoe Hrme^f^ 

fir it and to iti Commend me to your Wife; teiU her I 

entirely love her, and rejoice in the goodness qfihe Lord to her. 
I wish her everyway Jruiffid. I thank her Jbr her loving 
Letter. 

I hax)e presented my love to my Sister and Cousin Ann etc 
in my Letter to my Brother Mayor. I would not have him 
alter his affairs because qfiny debt. My purse is as Im: my 
present thoughts are but To lodge such a sum Jbr my two Uttle 
Girls ; — it ''s in his hand as well as anywhere. I shall not be 
wanting to accommodcUe hkn to his mind; I would not have 
him solicitous. — Dick^ the Lord bless you every way. I rest, 
your loving Father, OUVEB OBOMWELL.* 

In the end of this month, *the President Frigate,' President 
Bradshaw Frigate, sails £rom Milf ord Haven < to attend his 

* Old word for * endeavour.' 

* Memoirs of the ProUetor Olivet Cromwell^ by Oliver Cromwell, Eeqnire, a 
Descendant of the Family (London, l8aa), i 369. An incorrect, dull, insig- 
nificant Book ; contains this Letter, and one or two others, ' in possession of the 
Cromwell Family/— Another Descendant, Thomas Cromwell Esquire's OHver 
CromwU and his Times (London, i8ai), is of a vaporous, gesticulative, duU- 
mirialf still more insignificant character; and contains nothing that is not 
common elsewhere. 
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ExoeUency^s pleasure,^ and bring him home if he see good to 
come. He has still one storm to do there first; that of 
Gonmel, where < Two-thousand foot, all Ulster men/ are 
gathered for a last struggle ; — ^the death-agony of this War, 
after which it will fairly die, and be buried. A very fierce 
storm, and fire- whirlwind of last agony; whereof taJce this 
solid account by an eye-witness and hand-actor ; and so leave 
this part of our subject The date is 10th May 1650 ; <a 
Lett^ from donmel in Ireland : ^ 

* Worthy Sir, — ^Yesterday,' Thursday 9th May, * we stormed 
Gonmel : in which work both officers and soldiers did as 
much and more than could be expected. We had, with our 
guns, made a breach in their works; — ^where, after an hot 
fight, we gave back a while ; but presently charged up to the 
same ground again. But the enemy had made themselves 
exceeding strong, by double-works and traverse, which were 
worse to enter than the breach ; when we came up to it, they 
had cross-works, and were strongly flanked from the houses 
within their works. The Enemy defended themselves against 
us that day, until towards the evening, our men all the while 
keeping up dose to their breach; and many on both sides 
were slain.^ The fierce death-wrestle, in the breaches here, 
lasted four hours : so many hours of hot storm and continuous 
tug of war, ^ and many on both sides were slain. At night 
the Enemy drew out on the other side, and marched away 
undiscovered to us ; and the inhabitants of donmel sent out 
for a parley. Upon which. Articles were agreed on, before 
we knew the Enemy was gone. After signing of the Con- 
ditions, we discovered the Enemy to be gone ; and, very early 
this morning, pursued them; and fell upon their rear of 
stragglers, and killed above 200, — besides those we slew in 
the storm. We entered donmel this morning; and have 
kept our Conditions with them. The place is considerable ; 
and very advantageous to the reducing of these parts wholly 
to the Parliament of England.^ ^ Whitlocke has heard by 
^ Newspapen (in Cromwe/iianOf p. Si). 
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other Jitters, ^Tliat they found m donmel the stoutest 
Enemy this Army had ever met m Ireland ; and that there 
was never seen so hot a storm, of so long continuance, and so 
gallantly defended, either in England or Ireland.^ ^ 

The Irish Commander here was Hugh O^eil, a kinsman 
of Owen Roe^s : vain he too, this new brave O^eil ! It is a 
lost Cause. It is a Cause he has not yet seen into the secret 
of, and cannot prosper in. Fiery fitting cannot prosper in 
it ; no, there needs something other first, which has never yet 
been done ! Let the O^Neil go elsewhither, with his fighting 
talent ; here it avails nothing, and less. To the surrendered 
Irish Officers the Lord Lieutenant granted numerous permis- 
sions to embody regiments, and go abroad with them into 
any country not at war with England. Some * Five-and-forty 
Thousand ^ KuriseeSy or whatever name they had, went in this 
way to France, to Spain, and fought there far off; and their 
own land had peace. 

The Lord Lieutenant would fain have seen Waterford 
surrender before he went : but new Letters arrive from the 
Parliament ; affairs in Scotland threaten to become pressing. 
He appoints Ireton his Deputy, to finish the business here; 
rapidly makes what survey of Munster, what adjustment of 
Ireland, military and civil, is possible ; — steps on board the 
President Frigate, in the last days of May, and spreads sail for 
England. He has been some nine months in Ireland ; leaves 
a very handsome spell of work done there. 

At Bristol, after a rough passage, the Lord Lieutenant is 
received with all the honours and acclamations, *the great 
guns firing thrice ^ ; hastens up to London, where, on Friday 
81st May, all the world is out to welcome him. Fairfiao^ 
and chief officers, and Members of Parliament, with solemn 
salutation, on Hounslow Heath : from Hounslow Heath to 
Hyde Park, where are Trainbands and Lord Mayors ; on to 
Whitehall and the Cockpit, where are better than these, — it 
> Whitlocke, p. 441. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i6so] RETURN TO ENGLAND 166 

is one wide tumult of salutation, congratulation, artillery- 
▼olleying, human shouting ; — Hero-worship after a sort, not 
the best sort It was on this occasion that Oliver said, or is 
reported to have said, when some sycophantic person observed, 

* What a crowd come out to see your Lordship^s triumph !^ — 

* Yes, but if it were to see me hanged, how many more would 
there bel'*— 

Such is what the Irish conmion people still call the * Curse 
of Cromwell^ ; this is the summary of his work in that country. 
The remains of the War were finished out by Ireton, by 
Ludlow : Ireton died of fever, at limerick, in the end of the 
second year ; ^ and solid Ludlow, who had been with him for 
some t^ months, succeeded. The ulterior arrangements for 
Ireland were those of the Conunonwealth Parliament and the 
proper Official Persons; not specially Oliver^s arrangements, 
though of course he remained a chief authority in that matter, 
and nothing could well be done which he with any emphasis 
deliberately condemned 

There goes a wild story, which owes its first place in 
History to Garendon, I think, who is the author of many 
such : How the Parliament at one time had decided to 

* exterminate ^ all the Irish population ; and then, finding this 
would not quite answer, had contented itself with packing 
them all, off into the Province of Connaught, there to live 
upcm the moorlands ; and so had pacified the Sister Island.' 
Strange rumours no doubt were afloat in the Council of 
Kilkenny, in the Conventicle of Clonmacnoise, and other such 
quarters, and were kept up for very obvious purposes in those 
days ; and my Lord of Clarendon at an after-date, seeing 
Puritanism hung on the gallows and tumbled in heaps in St. 
Margaret^ thought it safe to write with considerable latitude 
respecting its procedure. My Lord had, in fact, the story all 

^ Newspapers (in Kimber, p^ 148) ; Whitlocke^ p. 441. 
' 26th November 1651 (Wood in voce) : Ludlow had arriTed in January of the 
same year {Memcin, L 323, 332, etc). 
* ComtiHuatim •fClartnUon's JJf$ ((Dzfocd, 1761)9 p. I19, etc 
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his own way for about a hundred-and-fifty years ; and, during 
that time, has set afloat through vague heads a great many 
things. His authority is rapidly sinking; and will now 
probably sink deeper than even it deserves. 

The real procedure of the Puritan Commonwealth towards 
Ireland is not a matter of conjecture, or of report by Lord 
Clarendon; the documentary basis and scheme of it still stands 
in black-on-white, and can be read by all persons.^ In this 
Document the reader will find, set forth in authentic business- 
form, a Scheme of Settlement somewhat different from that of 
^ extermination ^ ; which, if he be curious in that matter, he 
ought to consult. First, it appears by this Document, ^ all 
husbandmen, ploughmen, labourers, artificers and others of the 
meaner sort^ of the Irish nation are to be, — ^not exterminated; 
no, but rendered exempt from punishment and question, as to 
these Eight Years of blood and misery now ended ; which is 
a very considerable exception from the Clarendon Scheme f 
Next, as to the Ringlesiders, the rebellious Landlords, and 
Papist Aristocracy; as to these also, there is a carefully- 
graduated scale of punishments established, that punishment 
and guilt may in some measure correspond. All that can be 
proved to have been concerned in the Massacre of Forty-one ; 
for these, and for certain other persons of the turncoat species, 
whose names are given, there shall be no pardon : — ^ exter- 
mination,^ actual death on the gallows, or perpetual banish- 
ment and confiscation for these; but not without legal inquiry 
and due trial first had, for these, or for any one. Then certain 
others, who have been in arms at certain dates against the 
Parliament, but not concerned in the Massacre : these are 
declared to have forfeited their estates; but lands to the value 
of one-third of the same, as a modicum to live upon, shall be 
assigned them, where the Parliament thinks safest, — ^in the 
moorlands of Connaught, as it turned out. Then another 
class, who are open Papists and have not manifested their good 
affection to the Parliament : these are to forfeit one-third of 
* Scobell, Ftut iL p. 197 (12th August 1652); see alio p. 3x7 (37th June 1656). 
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their estates ; and continue quiet at their peril. Such is the 
Document ; which was regularly acted on ; fulfilled with as 
mudi exactness as the case, now in the hands of very exact 
men, admitted of. The Catholic Aristocracy of Ireland have 
to undergo this fate, for their share in the late miseries ; this 
and no other : and as for all * ploughmen, husbandmen, arti- 
ficers and people of the meaner sort,^ they are to live quiet 
where they are, and have no questions asked. 

In this way, not in the way of * extermination,^ was Ireland 
settied by tiie Puritans. Five-and-forty thousand armed 
< kurisees ^ are fighting, not without utility we hope, far off in 
foreign parts. Incurably turbulent ringleaders of revolt are 
sent to the moorlands of Connaught. Men of the Massacre, 
where they can be convicted, of which some instances occur, are 
hanged. The mass of the Irish Nation lives quiet under a 
new Land Aristocracy ; new, and in several particulars very 
much improved indeed : under these lives now the mass of the 
Irish Nation ; plou^iing, delving, hammering ; with their 
wages punctually paid them ; with the truth spoken to than, 
and the truth done to them, so as they had never before seen 
it since they were a Nation 1 Clarendon himself admits that 
Ireland flourished, to an unexampled extent, under this arrange* 
ment. One can very well believe it. What is to hinder poor 
Ireland from flourishing, if you wiU do the truth to it and 
speak the truth, instead of doing the falsity and speaking the 
falsity? 

Ireland, under this arrangement, would have grown-up 
gradually into a sober diligent drabcoloured population ; 
developing itself, most probably, in some form of Calvinistic 
Protestantism. For there was hereby a Protestant Church of 
Ireland, of the most irrefragable nature, preaching daily in all 
its actions and procedure a real Gospel of veracity, of piety, of 
fair dealing and good order, to all men ; and certain other 
^ Protestant Churches of Ireland,^ and unMessed real-imaginary 
Entities, of which the human soul is getting weary, would of a 
surety never have found footing there ! But the Ever-blessed 
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Restoraidoii came upon us. All that arrangement was tora-up 
by the roots ; and Ireland was appointed to develop itself as 
we have seen. Not in the drabcoloured Puritan way; — in 
what other way is still a terrible dubiety, to itself and to us L 
It will be by some Gospel of Veracity, I think, when the 
Heavens are pleased to send such. TUs < Curse of Cromwell,^ 
so-called, is tiie only Gospel of that kind I can yet discover to 
have ever been fiedrly afoot there. 
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WAR WITH SCOTLAND 

Thb Scotch People, the fiist banners of this grand Puritan 
Revolt, which we may define as an attempt to bring the Divine 
Law of the Bible into actual practice in men^s affairs on the 
Earth, are still one and all resolute for that object ; but they 
are getting into sad difficulties as to realising it. Not easy to 
realise such a thing : besides true will, there need heroic gifts, 
the highest that Heaven gives, for realising it ! Gifts which 
have not been vouchsafed the Scotch People at present. The 
letter of their Covenant presses heavy on these men ; tradi- 
tions, formulas, dead letters of many things press heavy on 
thenL On the whole, they too are but what we call Pedants 
in conduct, not Poets : the sheepskin record failing them, and 
old use-and-wont ending, they cannot farther ; they look into 
a sea of troubles, shoreless, starless, on which there seems no 
navigation possible. 

The faults or misfortunes of the Scotch People, in their 
Puritan business, are many : but properly their grand fault is 
this. That they have produced for it no sufficiently heroic man 
among them. No man that ^as an eye to see beyond the 
letter and the rubric; tc aiscem, across many consecrated 
rubrics of the Past, the inarticulate divineness too of the Pre- 
sent and the Future, and dare all perils in the faith of that 1 
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With Oliver Cromwell bom a Scotchman ; with a Hero King 
and a unanimous Hero Nation at his back, it might have been 
far otherwise. With Oliver bom Scotch, one sees not but the 
whole world might have become Puritan ; might have struggled, 
yet a long while, to fashion itself according to that divine 
Hebrew Gospel, — ^to the exclusion of other Gospels not 
Hebrew, which also are divine, and will have their share of 
fulfOment here! — ^But of such issue there is no danger. 
Instead of inspired Olivers, glowing with direct insight and 
noble daring, we have Argyles, Loudons, and narrow, more or 
less opaque persons of the Pedant species. Committees of 
Estates, Committees of Eirks, much tied-up in formulas, both 
of them : a bigoted Theocracy withoui the Inspiration ; which 
is a very hopeless phenomenon indeed ! The Scotch People 
are all willing, eager of heart ; asking. Whitherward ? But 
the Leaders stand aghast at the new forms of danger ; and 
in a vehement discrepant manner some calling, Halt ! others 
calling. Backward ! others. Forward t — ^huge confusion ensues. 
Confusion which will need an Oliver to repress it ; to bind it 
up in tight manacles, if not otherwise ; and say, * There, sit 
there and consider thjrself a little ! ^ — 

The meaning of the Scotch Covenant was, that God^s 
divine Law of the Bible should be put in practice in these 
Nations ; verily t^, and not the Four Surplices at Allhallow- 
tide, or any Formula of doth or sheepskin here or elsewhere 
which merely pretended to be it. But then the Covenant 
says expressly, there is to be a Stuart King in the business : 
we cannot do without our Stuart King ! Given a divine Law 
of the Bible on one hand, and a Stuart King, Charles First or 
Charles Second, on the other : alas, did History ever present a 
more irreducible case of equations in this world ? I pity the 
poor Scotch Pedant Governors ; still more the poor Scotch 
People, who had no other to follow ! Nay, as for that, the 
People did get through, in the end ; such was their indomitable 
pious constancy, and other worth and fortune : and Presbytery 
became a Fact among them, to the whole length possible for 
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it : not without endless results. But for the poor GU>vemoi8 
this irreducible case proved, as it were, fatal 1 They have 
never since, if we will look narrowly at it, governed Scotland, 
or even well known that they were there to attempt governing 
it. Once they lay on Dunse Hill, * each Earl with his regi- 
ment of Tenants round him,^ ' For Chrisfs Crown and Cove* 
nanf^; and never since had they any noble National act 
which it was given them to do. Growing desperate of Qirist^s 
Crown and Covenant, they, in the next generation when our 
Annua Mirabilis arrived, hurried up to Court, looking out for 
other Crowns and Covenants ; deserted Scotland and her 
Cause, somewhat basely ; took to hooing and boomg for Causes 
of their own, unhappy mortals ; — and Scotland and all Causes 
that were Scotland's have had to go on very much without 
ihem ever since ! Which is a very fatal issue indeed, as I 
reckon ; — and the time for settlement of accounts about it, 
which could not fail always, and seems now fast drawing nigh, 
looks very ominous to me. For in fact there is no creatiure 
more fatal than your Pedant ; safe as he esteems himself, the 
terriblest issues spring from him. Human crimes are many : 
but the crime of being deaf to the God's Voice, of being 
blind to all but parchments and antiquarian rubrics when the 
Divine Handwriting is abroad on the sky, — certainly there is 
no crime which the Supreme Powers do more terribly avenge ! 
But leaving all that, — ^the poor Scotch Governors, we 
remark, in that old crisis of theirs, have come upon the 
desperate expedient of getting Charles Second to adopt the 
Covenant the best he can. Whereby our parchment formula 
is indeed saved ; but the divine fact has gone terribly to the 
wall ! The Scotch Governors hope otherwise. By treaties at 
Jersey, treaties at Breda, they and the hard Law of Want 
togetiiier have constrained this poor young Stuart to their 
detested Covenant ; as the Frenchman said, they have ^ com- 
peUed him to adopt it voluntarily.' A fearful crime, thinks 
Oliver, and think we. How dare you enact such mummery 
under High Heaven ! exclaims he. You will prosecute Malig« 
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nants ; and, with the aid of some poor varnish, transparent 
even to yourselves, you adopt into your bosom the C!hief 
Malignant? My soul, come not into your secret ; minehonooTy 
be not united unto you ! — 

In fietct, his new Sacred Majesty is actually under way for 
the Scotch court ; will become a Covenanted Elng there. Of 
himself a likely enough young man; — ^very unfortunate he 
too. Satisfactorily descended from the Steward of Scotland 
and Elizabeth Muir of Caldwell (whom some have called an 
improper female ^) ; satisfactory in this respect, but in others 
most unsatisfactory. A somewhat loose young man ; has 
Buckingham, Wilmot and Company, at one hand of him, and 
painful Mr. Livingston and Presbyterian ruling-elders at the 
other ; is hastening now, as a Covenanted King, towards sudi 
a Theocracy as we described. Perhaps the most anomcdous 
phenomenon ever produced by Nature and Art working 
together in this World ! — ^He had sent Montrose before him, 
poor young man, to try if war and force could effect nothing ; 
whom instantly the Scotch Nation took, and tragically hanged.' 
They now, winking hard at that transaction, proffer the poor 
young man their Covenant ; compel him to sign it voluntarily, 
and be Covenanted King over them. 

The result of all which for the English Commonwealth 
cannot be doubtful. What Declarations, Papers, Protocols, 
passed on the occasion, — ^numerous, flying thick between 
Edinburgh and London in late months, — diall remain unknown 
to us. The Commonwealth has brought Cromwell home from 
Ireland ; and got forces ready for him : that is the practical 
outcome of it. The Scotch also have got forces ready ; will 
either invade us, or (which we decide to be preferable) be 
invaded by us.' Cromwell must now take up the Scotch coil 
of troubles, as he did the Irish, and deal with that too. Fair- 

* HoneloAds of Jacobite, Anti-Jaoobite Pamphlets ; Goodall, Father Innes, 
eta etc. How it was settled, I do not recollect. 

' Details of the business, In Balfour iy. 9-22. 

* C^mmcns J^ummlSf a6th June 165a 
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fax, as we heard, was unwilling to go ; Cromwell, uiging the 
Council of State to second him, would (aia persuade Fairfax ; 
gets him still nominated Commander-in-Chief; but cannot 
persuade him ;«-will himself have to be Commander-in-Chief, 
and go. 

In Whitlocke and Ludlow' there is record of earnest 
faitercessions, solemn conference held with Fairfax in White- 
haU, duly prefaced by prayer to Heaven ; intended on Crom- 
well^s part to persuade Fairfax that it is his duty again to 
accept the chief command, and lead us into Scotland. Fairfiix, 
urged by his Wife, a Vere of the fighting Veres, and given to 
Presbyt^anism, dare not and will not go ; — sends < Mr. Rush- 
worth, his Secretary,^ on the morrow, to give up his Commis- 
sion,' that Cromwell himself may be named Gkneral-in-Chief. 
In this preliminary business, says Ludlow, < Cromwell acted 
his part so to the life that I really thought he wished Fairfax 
to go.^ Wooden-headed that I was, I had reason to alter 
that notion by and by ! 

Wooden lAidlow gives note of another very singular inter- 
view he himself had with Cromwell, * a little after,^ in those 
same days or hours. Cromwell whispered him in the House ; 
they agreed * to meet that afternoon in the Council of State ^ 
in Whitehall, and there withdraw into a private room to have 
a little talk t(^ether. Oliver had cast his eye on Ludldw as 
a fit man for Ireland, to go and second Ireton there ; he took 
him, as by appointment, into a private room, ^the Queens's 
Guard-chamber ^ to wit ; and there very largely expressed 
himself. He testified the great value he had for me, Ludlow ; 
combated my objections to Ireland ; spake somewhat against 
Lawyers, what a tortuous ungodly jungle English Law was ; 
spake of the good that might be done by a good and brave 
man ; — spake of the great Providence of God now abroad cm 
the Earth ; in particular < talked for almost an hour upcm the 

* Whitlocke, pp. 444-6 (25th Jtine 1650) | Ludlow, L 317. 
' C^wimons JoumaU^ nU sopnu 
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Hundred-and-tenth Psalm ^ ; which to me, m my solid wooden 
head, seemed extremely singular ! ^ 

Modem readers, not in the case of Ludlow, will find this 
fact illustrative of Oliver. Before setting out on the Scotch 
Expedition, and just on the eve of doing it, we too will read 
that Psalm of Hebrew David\ which had become English 
Oliver^s : we will fancy in our minds, not without reflections 
and emotions, the largest soul in England looking at this 
Grod'^s World with prophet^s earnestness through that Hebrew 
Word, — ^two Divine Phenomena accurately correspondent for 
Oliver ; the one accurately the prophetic symbol and articulate 
interpretation of the other. As if the SUetices had at length 
found utterance^ and this was their Voice fix>m out of old 
Eternity: 

^The Lord said unto my Lord : Sit thou at my right hand 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall 
send the rod of thy strength out of Zion : rule thou in the 
midst of thine enemies. Thy people shall be willing in the 
day of thy power ; in the beauties of holiness, from the womb 
of the morning : thou hast the dew of thy youth. The Lord 
hath sworn, and will not repent. Thou art a priest forever, 
after the order of Melchizedek. The Lord, at thy right hand, 
shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. He shall 
judge among the heathen ; he shall fill the places with the 
dead bodies ; he shall wound the heads over many countries. 
He shall drink of the brook in the way : therefore shall he 
lift up the head.^ 

In such spirit goes Oliver Cromwell to the Wars. ^ A god- 
intoxicated man,^ as Novalis elsewhere phrases it. I have 
asked myself. If anjnvhere in Modem European History, or 
even in ancient Asiatic, there was found a man practising this 
mean World^s afiairs with a heart more filled by the Idea 
of the Highest ? Bathed in the Eternal Splendours, — ^it is 
so he walks our dim Earth : this man is one of few. He 
is projected with a terrible force out of the Eternities, and in 
^ Ladlow, L 319. 
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the lllmes and their arenas there is nothing that can with- 
stand him. It is great ; — ^to us it is tragic ; a thing that 
should strike us dumb ! My brave one, thj old noble Pro- 
phecy is divine ; older than Hebrew David ; old as the Origin 
of Man ; — and shall, though in wider ways than thou sup- 
posest, be fulfilled !-^ 



LETTERS CXXXIII— CXXXVIII 

HooEB and his small business, in rapid public times, will 
not detain us. Humphrey Hooke, Alderman of Bristol, was 
elected to the Long Parliament for that City in 1640 ; but 
being found to have had concern in * Monopolies,^ was, like a 
number of others, expelled, and sent home again under a 
doud. The ^ service ^ he did at Bristol Storm, though some- 
what needing ^ concealment,^ ought to rehabilitate him a little 
in the charity, at least in the pity, of the Well-affected mind. 
At all events, the conditions made with him must be kept ; — 
and we doubt not were. 

LETTER CXXXIII 

« TO THB HONOURABLE WILLIAM LENTHALL, ESQUiaE, SFBAKEE OF 
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS : THESE ^ 

London, 20th Jane 1650. 
Mr. SpeaJceTj — When we lay before Bristol in the Year 
1645, we considered the season qf the yeary the strength qfthi 
place, and qf what importance the redttcement thereqf would be 
io the good qf the Commonwealth^ and accordingly applied 
ourselves to aU possible means Jbr the accomplishment qf the 
same ; which received its answerable effect. At which HmCyJor 
something considerable done in order to thai end, by Humphrey 
Hooke, Alderman qf thai place, — which, Jbr many reasons, is 
desired to be concealed, — his Excellency the Lord General 
Fcirfax and myself gave ^^ ^^ Engagemeni under our hands 
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and sealSf That he should be secured and protected^ by the 
authority of the Parliament^ in the enjoyment of his lifsy liberty 
and estate J as freely as in Jbnner timesy and as any other 
person under the obedience of the Parliament ; notunthstanding 
any past ads qf hostility^ or other thing done by Asm, in 
opposition to the Parliament or assistance of the Enemy. 
Which Engagement, with a Certificate qf divers godly persons 
qfthat City concerning the performance qf his part thereqf is 
ready to be produced. 

I understand, that lately an Order is issued out to sequester 
him, whereby he is called to Composition, I thought it meet 
iherefbre to give the honourable Parliament this account, that 
he may be preserved from anything of that nature. For the 
performance qf which, in order to the good qf the Common^ 
wealth, we stand engaged in our faith and honour. I leave it 
to you ; and remain. Sir, your most humble servant, 

OLIVER CmOMWBLL.^ 

On Wednesday 26^ June 1650, the Act appointing < That 
Oliver Cromwell, Esquire, be constituted Captain-Gkneral and 
Commander-in-Chief of all the Forces raised or to be raised 
by authority of Parliament within the Commonwealth of 
England,^ ^ was passed. * Whereupon,^ says Whitlocke, ' great 
ceremonies and congratulations of the new Greneral were made 
to him from all sorts of people ; and he went on roundly with 
his business.^ Roundly, rapidly ; for in three days more, on 
Saturday the S9th, * the Lord Greneral Cromwell went out of 
London towards the North : and the news of him marching 
northward much startled the Scots.^ * 

He has Lambert for Major-General, Cousin Whalley for 
Commissary-Gkneral ; and among his Colonels are Overton^ 
whom we knew at Hull ; Pride, whom we have seen in West- 
minster Hall ; and a tadtum man, mudi given to chewing 
tobacco, whom we have transiently seen in various plaoesi 

* Tanner MSS. (in Gary, iL 222). 

^ Commons Jmmais^ in die. * Whitlocke, pp. 446-7. 
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Colonel George Monk by name.^ An excellent officer ; listens 
to wluit you say, answers often by a splash of brown juioe 
merely, but punctually does what is doable of it. Pudding- 
headed Hodgson the Yorkshire Captain is also there; fix>m 
whom perhaps we may glean a rough lucent-point or two. 
The Army, as my Lord Gkneral attracts it gradually from the 
right and left on his march northward, amounts at Tweedside 
to some Sixteen-thousand horse and foot.' Rushworth goes 
with him as Secretary ; historical John; having now done with 
Fairfax : — but, alas, his Papers for this Period are all lost to 
us : it was not safe to print them with the others ; and they 
are lost ! The Historical Collections^ with their infinite rubbish 
and their modicum of jewels, cease at the Trial of the King ; 
leaving us, fallen into far worse hands, to repent of our 
impatience, and regret the useful John ! 

The following Letters, without commentary, which stingy 
space will not permit, must note the Lord Gr^eral^s progress 
for us as they can ; and illuminate with here and there a rude 
gleam of direct light at first-hand, an old scene veiy obsolete^ 
confused, unexplored and dim for us. 

LETTER CXXXIV 

DoEOTHT Cromwell, we are happy to find, has a * little 
brat ^ ; — ^but the poor little thing must have died soon : in 
Noble^s inexact lists there is no trace of its ever having lived. 
The Lord General has got into Northumberland. He has a 
good excuse for being * silent this way,^ — ^the way of Letters. 

FOR MT VERY LOVING BROTHER RICHARD MAYOR, ESaUIREy AT 
HIS HOUSE AT HURSLEY : THESE 

Alnwick, 17tli July 1660. 
Dear Brother, — Tlie exceeding' crowd of business I had at 

* Lift tf Monk^ by Gumble, his Chaplain. 

* Train, 690; horsei 5,415; foot* 10,249; in Mo^ 16,354 {promwtUiana^ 
p. 85). 

VOL. n. 11 
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London is the best excuse I can make Jbr my silence ihie way. 
Indeed, Sir, my heart beareth me wUnese I want no qffec^on to 
you or yours ; you are aU qflen in my poor prayers. 

I should be glad to hear how the little Brat doth. I couJd 
chide both Father and Mother Jbr their neglects qf me: I 
know my Son is idle, but I had better thoughts (^ DoU. I 
doubt now her husband hath spoiled her; pray teU her sojirom 
me. If I had as good leisure as they, I should write some- 
times. If my Daughter be breeding, I will excuse her ; but 
not Jbr her nursery ! The Lord bless {hem. I hope you gioe 
my Son good counsel; I believe he needs it. He is in the 
dangerous time qf his age; and itU a very vain world. O, 
how good it is to dose with Christ betimes ; — there is nothing 
else worth the looking after. I beseech you call upon him, — 
/ hope you will discharge my duty and your own love : you 
see how I am employed. I need pity. I know what I fed. 
Great place and business in the world is not worth the looking 
after ; I should have no comfort in mine but that my hope is 
in the LonTs presence. I hme not sought these things ; truly 
I have been called unto (hem by the Lord ; and therefore am 
not without some assurance that He will enable His poor worm 
and weak servant to do His wiU, and to Julfil my generation. 
In this I desire your prayers. Desiring to be lovingly re- 
membered to my dear Sister, to owr Son and Daughter, to my 
Cousin Ann and the good Family, I rest, your very qff'eC' 

^'^^ ^""^^^ OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

On Monday 22J Jufyt the Army, after due rendezvoosiiig 
and reviewing, passed through Bmnck; and encamped at 
Mordington across the Border, where a fresh stay of two days 
is still necessary. Scotland is bare of resources for us. That 
night ^ the Scotch beacons were all set on fire ; the men fled, 
and drove away their cattle.^ Mr. Bret, his Excellency's 
Trumpeter, returns from Edinburgh without symptom of 
pacification. <The deigy represent us to the people as 
* Harris, p. 513 : one of the Posey stock. 
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if we were monsters of the world.'* ^Ariny of Sectaries 
and Blasphemers,^ is the received term for us among the 
Scots.^ 

Already on the march hitherward, and now by Mr. Bret 
in an official way, have due Manifestos been promulgated: 
Declaration To all thai are SakUs and Partakers qf the FaUh 
ofGo^s Elect m Scotland^ and Proclamation To the People qf 
Scotland in generaL Asking of the mistaken People^ in mild 
terms. Did you not see us, and try us, what kind of men we 
were, when we came among you two years ago ? Did you find 
us plunderers, murderers, monsters of the world ? * Whose ox 
have we stolen ^ To the mistaken Saints qfGod in Scotland^ 
again, the Declaration testifies and argues, in a grand earnest 
way, Tliat in Charles Stuart and his party there can be no 
salvation; that toe seek the real substance of the Covenant, 
which it is perilous to desert for the mere outer form thereof; 
— on the whole, that we are not sectaries and blasphemers ; 
and that it goes against our heart to hurt a hair of any sincere 
servant of Grod. — ^Very earnest Documents, signed by John 
Rushworth in the name of Greneral and Officers ; often printed 
and reprinted.^ They bear Oliver^s sense in every feature of 
them ; but are not distinctly of his composition : wherefore, at 
space grows more and more precious, and Oliver^s sense will 
elsewhere sufficiently appear, we omit them. 

^ The Scots,^ says Whitlocke,! * are all gone with their goods 
towards Edinburgh, by command of the Estates of Scotland, 
upon penalty if they did not remove ; so that mostly all the 
men are gone. But the wives stay behind ; and some of them 
do bake and brew, to provide bread and drink for the English 
Army.^ The public functionaries <have told the people, 
^ That the English Army intends to put all the men to the 
sword, and to thrust hot irons through the women^s breasts ^ ; 
— whidi mudi terrified them, till once the General^s Prodama- 

' Balfour, iy. 97, lOO, etc: * Cromwell the Blasphemer' {i^, 88). 

* Newspapers (in Pari, Mist, six. 298, 310) : Cpm,/mr, 19th July 165a 

•p. 45a 
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tions were published.^ And now the wives do stay behind, 
and brew and bake, — ^poor wives ! 

That Monday night while we lay at Mordington, with hard 
accommodation out of doors and in, — ^my puddingheaded friend 
informs me of a thing. The Greneral has made a large Discourse 
to the Officers and Army, now that we are across ; speaks to 
them * as a Christian and a Soldier, To be doubly and trebly 
diligent, to be wary and worthy, for sure enough we have work 
before us ! But have we not had God^s blessing hitherto ? Let 
us go on faithfully, and hope for the like still ! '* ^ The Army 
answered < with acclamations,^ still audible to me. — ^Yorkshire 
Hodgson continues : 

* Well ; that night we pitched at Mordington, about the 
House. Our Officers,^ Greneral and Staff Officers, ^ hearing a 
great shout among the soldiers, looked out of window. They 
spied a soldier with a Scotch kirn'* (chum) *on his head. 
Some of them had been purveying abroad, and had found a 
vessel filled with Scotch cream : bringing the reversion of it 
to their tents, some got dishfuls, and some hatfuls ; and the 
cream being now low in the vessel, one fellow would have a 
modest drink, and so lifts the kirn to his mouth : but another 
canting it up, it faUs over his head ; and the man is lost in it, 
all the cream trickles down his apparel, and his head fast in 
the tub ! This was a merriment to the Officers ; as Oliver 
loved an innocent jest.' 

A week after, we find the General very serious; writing 
thus to the Lord President Bradshaw. 

LETTER CXXXV 

* CopPERSPATH,' of which the General here speaks, is the 
country pronunciation of Cockbumspath ; name of a wild 
Tock-and-river chasm, through which the great road goes, some 
miles to the eastward of Dunbar. Of which we shall hear 
again. A very wild road at that time, as may still be seen. 

^ Hodgson, p. 130 ; Whidocke, p. 45a 
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The ravine is now spanned bj a beautiful Bridge, called 
Pmse Bridge^ or Pathos Bridge, which pleasure-parties go to 
visit. — ^The date of this Letter, in all the old Newspapers, is 
< 80th Julj,^ and doubtless in the Original too ; ^ but the real 
day, as appears by the context, is Wednesday 81st. 

TO THB BIGHT HONOVBABLB THB LORD FBESIDEMT OF THE 
COUNCIL OF STATE * THESE 

MoBselbargli, dOth July 165a 

My Lordy — We marched Jrom Berwick upon Monday^ being 
the iid qf Jviy ; and lay at my Lord Mordingion^e houee^ 
Monday nig/hi^ Tkiesday, and Wednesday. On Tkursday we 
marched to Copper spath ; on Friday to Dunbar j where we got 
some smaU pittance from our ships ; from whence we marched 
to Haddington. 

On the Lord's-day, hearing thai the Scottish Army meant to 
meet us at GladsmooTy we laboured to possess the Moor before 
them; and beat our drums very early m the morning. But 
when we came there, no considerable body qfthe Army appeared. 
Whereupon Fourteen-hundred horse, under the command qf 
Major-General Lambert and Colonel WhaUey, were sent as a 
vanguard to MusseOmrghj to see Ukewise if they cotddjind out 
and attempt any thing upon the Enemy ; I marching in the 
heel qf them with the residue qf the Army. Our party en- 
countered with some qf their horse ; but they could not abide us. 
We lay at Mu^seTburgh, encamped close, thai night ; the Enemy's 
Army lying between Edinburgh and Leith, about four miles 
from us, entrenched by a Line Jlanhered from Edinburgh to 
Leith ; the guns also from Leith scouring most part qf the 
lAne, so that they lay very strong. 

Upon Monday i9th instant^ we were resolved to draw up to 
them, to see ^ they would fght with us. And when we came 
upon the place^ we resolved to get our cannons as near them as 
we could; hoping thereby to annoy them. We UJcexvise perceived 

^ * Letter from the General, dated 30* Jalli ' (Commons Joumals^ vL 451). 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



18« PART VL WAR WITH SCOTLAND [30JULY 

thai they had iome force upon a JSiU that overhoJcs Edinburgh^ 
from whence tee might be ofrmoyed ; ^ and'" did resolve to send 
up a party to possess the said JSiU; — which prevailed: but^ 
upon the whole, we did find that their Army were not easily to 
be attempted. Whereupon zee lay still all the said day ; which 
proved to be so sore a day and night of rain as I have seldom 
seen, and greatly to our disadvantage; the Enemy having 
enough to cover them, and we nothing at aU considerable} Our 
soldiers did abide this difficulty with great courage and resotu- 
tionf hoping they should speedily come to fight. In the morning, 
the ground being very wet, <^ amd^ our provisions scarce, we 
resolved to draw back to our quarters at Musselburgh, there to 
refresh and revichtaJ. 

The Enemy, when we drew off,foU upon our rear; and put 
them into some little disorder : but our bodies of horse being in 
some readiness, came to a grabble with them; where indeed 
there was a gallant and hot dispute; the Major-General^ and 
Colonel WhaUey being in the rear ; and the Enemy drawing 
out great bodies to second their first qff^ront. Our men charged 
them up to the very trenches, and beat them in. The Major- 
GenerdTs horse was shot in the neck and head; himself run 
through the arm with a lance, and run into another place qf 
his body, — was taken prisoner by the Enemy, but rescued 
immediately by Lieutenant Empson qf my regiment. Colonel 
WhaUey, who was then nearest to the Major-Generod, did 
charge very resolutely ; and repulsed the Enemy, and killed 
divers qfthem upon the place, and took some prisoners, without 
any considerable loss. Which indeed did so amaze and quiet 
tJiem, that we marched off to Musselburgh, but they dared not 
send out a man to trouble us. We hear their young King 
looked on upon all this, but was very ill satisfied to see their 
men do no better. 

* 'Near a little village named, I thinlc, Lichnagarie,*— rnean^ Lang Niddeij 
(Hodgson, p. 132) ; the Niddery near Dnddingston, still deservedly called LoMg 
by the people, though map-makers append the epithet elsewhere. 

* Lambert. 
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We came to MueseUmrgh that night ; so tired and wearied 
for want qf sleep^ and so dirty by reason of the wetness qf the 
weather^ that we expected the Enemy would make an infatt 
vpon us. Which accordifigly they did^ between three and Jour 
qf the clock this morning; with fifteen qf their most select 
troopSf under the command qf Major-General Montgomery and 
Strahaoj two champions qf the Church : — tspon which business 
there was great hope and eapectaiion laid. The Enemy came, 
on with a great deal qf resolution ; beat4n our guards^ and 
put a regiment of horse in some disorder: but our men^ speedily 
taking the alamij charged the Enemy ; routed them^ took many 
prisoners^ killed a great many qf them; did execution ^ to'^ 
within a quarter qfa mile qf Edinburgh ; andy I am in/brmed^ 
Strahan^ was killed thercy besides divers other Officers Oj- 
quality. We took the Mcgor to StrahafiCs regiment^ My or 
Hamilton ; a lieutenant-CoJonelj and divers other Officers^ and 
persons qf quality y whom yet we know not. Indeed this is a 
sweet beginning qf your business^ or rather the Lord's ; and I 
believe is not very satiffactory to the Enemy y especially to the 
Kirk party. We did not lose any in this businessy so Jar as I 
heoTy but a Comet; I do not hear qfjbuf men more. The 
Mcgor-Generai willy I beUevCy unthin Jew days be weU to take 
the Jield. And I trust this worky which is the Lord*Sy wiU 
prosper in the hands of His servants. 

I did not think advisable to attempt upon the Enemy y Tying 
as he doth : but surdy this would stfficienily provoke him to 
Jight if he had a mind to. I do not think he is less than Six 
or Seven thousand horssy and Fourteen or Fifteen thousand 
Jbot. The reasony I heary that they give out to their people 
why they do not Jight uSy iSy Because they expect many bodies 
qf men mam out qf the North qf Scotland ; which when they 
comey they give out they will then engage. But I believe they 
would rather tempt us to attempt them in their JastnesSy wiOiin 

* We shall hear of Strahan again, not * killed/ This Montgomery it the Eail 
of Eglington's son Robert, of whom we heard before (Letter LXXYIII. toL i. 
p. 387) : neither is he ' slam/ as wHl be seen by and by. 
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which they are entrenched; or else hoping we shaUJhmish for 
want qf provisions ; — which is very likely to be, if we be not 
timely and JtiOy supplied. I renudnj my Lord^ your most 
humble servant, OLIVER OBOMWELL. 

^P.S.^ I undersUmdy since writing qf this Letter, that 
Major-General Montgomery is slain,^ 

Cautious David Lesley lies thus within his Line ' flankered * 
firom Leith shore to the Calton Hill, with guns to ^ scour ^ it ; 
with outposts or flying parties, as we see, stationed on the back 
slope of Salisbury Crags or Arthur^s Seat ; with all Edinburgh 
safe behind him, and indeed all Scotland safe behind him, for 
supplies : and nothing can tempt him to come out. The fac- 
tions and distractions of Scotland, and its Eirk Committees 
and State Committees, and poor Covenanted King and Courtiers, 
are many : but Lesley, standing steadily to his guns, persists 
here. His Army, it appears, is no great things of an Army * 
* altogether governed by the Committee of Estates and Eirk,^ 
snarls an angry Uncovenanted Courtier, whom the said Com- 
mittee has just ordered to take himself away again ; ^ altogether 
governed by the Committee of Estates and Elrk,^ snarls he, 
and they took especial care in their levies not to admit any 
^Malignants or Engagers'* (who had been in Hamilton's Engage- 
ment) ; ^ placing in command, for most part, Ministers' Sons, 
, Clerks and other sanctified creatures, who hardly ever saw or 
heard of any sword but that of the spirit!'^ The more 
reason for Lesley to lie steadily within his line here. Lodged 
in ^ Bruchton Village,' which means Broughton, now a part of 
Edinburgh New Town ; there in a cautious solid manner lies 
Lesley; and lets Cromwell attempt upon him. It is his history, 
the military history of these two, for a month to come. 

Meanwldle the General Assembly have not been backward 
with their Answer to the Cromwell Manifesto, or * Declaration 

* Newspapers (in Cromweliuma, pp. 85-6). 

* Sir Edward Walker, Historical Discourses (London, 1705), p. 163. 
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of the English Army to all the Saints in Scotland,^ spoken of 
above. Nay, already while he lay at Berwick, they had drawn- 
up an eloquent Counter-Declaration, and sent it to him ; which 
he, again, has got *some godly Ministers^ of his to declare 
against and reply to : the whole of which Declarations, Replies 
and Re-replies shall, like the primary Document itself, remam 
suppressed on the present occasion.^ But along with this 
* Reply by some godly Ministers,^ the Lord General sends a 
Eietter of his own, which is here : 



LETTER CXXXVI 

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE KIBK OF SCOTLAKD ; OR, IN 
CASE OF THEIR NOT SITTING, TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
KIRK OF SCOTLAND : THESE 

Musselburgh, Sd August 1660. 

Sirs J — Tour Answer to the Declaration of the Army tve 
have seen. Some godly Ministers with us did, (U BerwicJc, 
compose this Reply ,- ' which I thought JU to send you. 

Thai you or we, in these great Transactions, answer the 
will and mind of God, it is only from His grace and mercy 
to us. And therefore, having said as in our Papers, we 
commit the issue thereof to Him who disposeth aU things, 
ensuring you that we have light and com/brt increasing upon 
us, day by day ; and are persuaded that, before it be long, the 
Lord wiU manifest His good pleasure, so thai all shall see 
Him ; and His People shaU say. This is the Lord'^s work, and 
it is marvellous in otu: eyes ; this is the day that the Lord 
hath made ; we will be glad and rejoice therein. — Onh/ give 
me leave to say, in a word, *^ thus much ^ : 

You take upon you to judge us in the things qf our God, 

^ Titles of them, copies of several of them, in Parliamentary History ^ xiz. 

* The Scotch ' Answer ' which ' we have seen,' dated Edinburgh, 22d July 1650^ 
* Answer unto the Declaration of the Army ' ; and then this English ' Reply ' to 
it BOW sent, entitled ^Vindication of the Declaration of the Army': in King's 
Fiunphlets, small 4to, no. 475, 1 15 (Printed, London, i6th Aug. i65o). 
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though you know us not, — though in the things we have said 
unto youj in that which is entitled the Armjfs Declarationy we 
have spoken our hearts cu in the sight of the Lord who hath 
tried us. And by your hard and subtle words you have be- 
gotten prejudice in those who do too much^ in matters of con- 
science^ — wherein every soul is to answer Jbr itself to God^ — 
depend upon you. So that some have already JbUowed you, to 
the breathing^mt of their souls :^ *^and^ others continue still 
in the way wherein they are led by youy — wefeoTy to their own 
ruin. 

And no marvel if you deal thus with us, when indeed you 
can find in your hearts to conceal Jrom your own people the 
Papers we have sent you; who might thereby see and under- 
stand the bowels of our ejections to them^ especially to such 
among them as fear the Lord. Send as many of your Papers 
as you please amongst ours ;^ they have a free passage. I 
Jear them not. What is qf God in them^ would it might be 
embraced and received ! — One of them lately senty directed To 
the Under-Officors and Soldiers in the English Army, hath 
begotten from them this enclosed Answer ;• which they desired 
me to send to you : not a crcfty politic one^ but a plcan simple 
spiritual one ; — what kind of one it is, God knoweth, and God 
also wiU in due time make manifest. 

And do we multiply these things,^ as men ; or do we them 

^ In the Musselburgh Skinnish, etc * Our people. 

» The Scotch Paper • To the Under-0fl5cers,* etc, received on the last day of 
July; and dose following on it, this 'Answer' which it 'hath begotten from 
them,' addressed To tlu PeopU of Scotla$ui (ispecially ihos$ among thtm thai 
know and f Mr the Lord) from whom ytsUrday wo received a Pa^ directed To 
the Undir- Officers etc ; of date 'Musselburgh, ist August 1650': in King's 
Pamphlets, small 4to, no. 475, § 10 (Printed, London, 12th August 1650).— This 
Answer ' by the Under-Officers,' a very pious and zealous Piece, seems to have 
found {£Eivour among the pious Scots, and to have circulated among them in 
Manuscript Copies. A most mutilated unintelligible Fragment, printed in 
AnaUeta Scotica (Edinburgh, 1834), iL 371, as 'a Proclamation by Oliver 
Cromwell,' turns out to be in reality a fraction of this ' Answer by the Under- 
Officers' : — sprinted there from a ' Copy evidently made at the time,' evidently a 
most ruinous Copy, ' and now in the possession of James Macknight, Esq.' 

* Papers and Declarations. 
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Jbr the Lord Christ and His People* s sake t Indeed we are 
not J through the grace of Gody afraid qf your number Sy nor 
confident in ourselves. We could j — I pray God you do not 
think we boast, — meet your Armyy or what you have to bring 
against us. We have given, — humbly we speak it before our 
Godj in whom aU our hope is, — same proof that thoughts qf 
thai kind prevail not upon tu. The Lord hath not Jnd His 
Jhcejrom us since our approach so near unto you. 

Your own guilt is too much Jbr you to bear: bring not 
therf/bre upon yourselves the blood qf innocent men, — deceived 
with pretences qf King and Covenant ; from whose eyes you 
hide a better knowledge! I am persuaded that divers qf you, 
who lead the People, have laboured to build yourselves in these 
things ; wherein you have censured others, and established your* 
selves 'upon the Word qf God: Is U therefore infallibly 
agreeable to the Word qf God, aU thai you say t I beseech 
you, in the bowels qf Christ, think it possible you may be mis- 
taken. Precept may be upon precept, line may be upon line, 
and yet the Word qf the Lord may be to some a Word g^ 
Judgment ; thai they may JbU backward, and be broken and 
be snared and be taken!^ There may be a spiritual Jidness, 
which the World may caU^ drunkenness ;^ as in the second 
Chapter qf the Acts. TTiere may be, as weO, a carnal con- 
Jidence upon misunderstood and misapplied precepts, wJiich may 
be called spiritual drunkenness. There may be a Covenant 
made with Death and HeU!^ I wiU not say yours xeas so. 
But Judge If such things have a politic aim : To avoid the 
overjlowing scourge;^ or. To accomplish worldly interests t 
And if therein we ' have confederated with wicked and carnal 
men, and have respect Jbr them, or otherwise ^have^ drawn 
them in to associate with us. Whether this be a Covenant 
qf God, and spiritual f Bethink yourselves ; we hope 
we do. 

I pray you read the Twenty-eighth qf Isaiah, from thejiflh 

^ Bible phrases. 

* As 700 now do of OS ; while it is rather you that are ' drunk.' > u$. yoa 
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to iheJlfieefUh verse. And do not scorn to know that it is the 
Spirit thai quickens and gvoeth life. 

The Lord give you and us understanding to do that which 
is weU-pleasing in His sight. Committing you to the grace of 
Gody I rest, your humble servant^ 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

Here is the passage from Isaiah : I know not whether the 
General Assembly read it and laid it well to heart, or not, but 
it was worth their while, — and is worth our while too : 

* In that day shall the Lord of Hosts be for a crown of 
glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of His 
people. And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in 
judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to 
the gate. 

< But they also have erred through wine, and through strong 
drink are out of the way ! The Priest and the Prophet have 
erred through strong drink ; they are swallowed up of wine ; 
they are out of the way through strong drink. They err in 
vision, they stumble in judgment. For all tables are full of 
vomit and filthiness ; so that there is no place clean. 

< Whom shall He teach knowledge ? Whom shall He make 
to understand doctrine? Them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn horn the breasts. For precept must be upon 
precept, precept upon precept ; line upon line, line upon line ; 
here a little and there a little. For with stammering lips and 
another tongue will He speak to this people. To whom He 
said. This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to 
rest, and this is the refreshment ; — yet they would not hear.** 
No. * The Word of the Lord was unto them precept upon 
precept, line upon line, here a little and there a little, lliat 
they might go, and fall backward, and be broken and snared 
and taken ! — ^Wherefore hear ye the Word of the Lord, ye 
scornful men that rule this people which is in Jerusalem ! ^ 

Yes, hear it, and not with the outward ear only, ye Kirk 
* Newspapers (in ParUamitUary Histoty^ six. 320-523)^ 
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Committees, and Prophesying and Groveming Persons every- 
where : it may be important to you ! If God have said it, if 
the Eternal Truth of things have said it, will it not need to 
be done, think you? Or will the doing some distracted 
shadow of it, some Covenanted Charles Stuart of it, suffice ? — 
The Kirk Committee seems in a bad way. 

David Lesley, however, what as yet is in their favour, 
continues within his Line ; stands steadily to his guns ;— «nd 
the weather is wet ; Oliver's provision is failing. This Letter 
to the Kirk was written on Saturday : on the Monday follow- 
ing,^ * about the 6th of August,' as Major Hodgson dates it, 
the tempestuous state of the weather not permitting ship- 
stores to be landed at Musselburgh, Cromwell has to march 
his Army back to Dunbar, and there provision it. Great joy 
in the Elrk-and-Estates Committee thereupon : Lesley steadily 
continues in his place. — 

The famine among the Scots themselves, at Dunbar, is 
great ; picking our horses' beans, eating our soldiers' leavings : 
*they are much enslaved to their Lords,' poor creatures; 
almost destitute of private capital, — and ignorant of soap to 
a terrible extent ! ' Cromwell distributes among them * pease 
and wheat to the value of 240/.' On the 12th he returns to 
Musselburgh; finds, as heavy Bulstrode spells it in good 
Scotch, with a fiiskiness we hardly looked for in him. That 
Lesley has commanded <The gude women should awe come 
away with their gear, and not stay to brew or bake, any of 
them, for the English ' ; — ^which makes it a place more forlorn 
than before.' Oliver decides to encamp on the Pentland 
Hills, which lie on the other side of Edinburgh, overlook- 
ing the Fife and Stirling roads ; and to try whether he can- 
not force Lesley to fight, by cutting-off his supplies. Here, 
in the mean time, is a Letter from. Lesley himself; written 
in ^Broughton Village,' precisely while Oliver is on march 
towards the Pentlands : 

> Balfour, iv. 89. * i;Vhitlo^e» p. 459. ^/Hd. p. 453. 
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* FOB HIS SXCELLENCY THE LORD GENERAL CROMWELL 

'Brachton^ IdUi August 165a 
* Mt Lord, — ^I am commanded by the Committee of Estates 
of this Slngdom, and desired by the Commissioners of the 
Greneral Assembly, to send unto your Excellency this enclosed 
Dedarcttiariy as that which containeth the State of the Quarrel; 
wherein we are resolved, by the Lord's assistance, to fight your 
Army, when the Lord shall be pleased to call us thereunto. 
And as you have professed you will not conceal any of our 
Papers, I do desire that this Declaration may be made known 
to all the Officers of yoiu: Army. And so I rest, — your 
Excellency's most humble servant, David Lesley.'^ 

This Declaration, done by the Ejrk, and endorsed by the 
Estates, we shall not on the present occasion make known, 
even though it is brief. The reader shall fanc^ it a brief 
emphatic disclaimer, on the part of Eirk and State, of their 
having anything to do with Malignants ; — disclaimer in 
emphatic words, while the emphatic facts continue as they 
were. Distinct hope, however, is held out that the Covenanted 
King will testify openly his sorrow for his Father's Malig- 
nancies, and his own resolution for a quite other course. To 
which Oliver, from the slope of the Pentlands,' returns this 
answer: 

LETTER CXXXVII 

FOR THE RIGHT HONOURABLE DAVID LESLEY, LIEUTENANT- 
GENERAL OF THE SCOTS ARMY : THESE 

From the Camp at Pentland Hills , 
14th August 1650. 

<S!r, — / received yours of the \iih instant ; wiih the Paper 
you mentioned ther ewij enclosed^ — which I caused to be read in 
the presence of so mam/ Officers as could weU be gotten together; 

^ Newspapers (in Parliamentary History ^ six. 330). 
* * About Colintoo ' (Balibnr, iv. 90). 
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to which your Trumpet can witness. We return you this 
answer. By which I hope, in the Lcrdj it will appear that 
we continue the same we have professed ourselves to the Honest 
People in Scotland ; wishing to them as to our own souls ; it 
being no part qf our business to hinder any qf them from 
worshipping God in thai way they are satisfied in their con- 
sciences by the Word of God they ought, though different from 
usy — hut shall therein be ready to perform what obligation lies 
upon us by the Covenant} 

Bui thai under the pretence qf (he Covenant y mistaken^ and 
wrested Jrom the most native intent and equity thereof a King 
should be taken m by you, to be imposed upon us ; and this 
*'be^ called Uhe Cause qf God and the Kingdom''; and this 
done upon < the satisfaction qf God's People in both Nations, 
as is aOegedj — together with a disowning qf Malignants; 
although he^ who is the head qf them, in whom all their hope 
and comfort lies, be received ; who, ai this very instant, haih a 
Popish Army fighting for and under him in Ireland; haih 
Prince Rupert, a man who hath had his hand deep in the blood 
qf many innocent men qf England, now in the head qf our 
Ships, stolen from us upon a Malignant account ; haih the 
French and Irish ships daHy making depredations on our 
coasts ; and strong combinations by the Malignanis in 
England, to raise Armies in our bowels, by virtue qfhis com" 
missions, who haih qflate issued out very many to thai purpose: 
— How the ** Godbf '^ Interest you pretend you have received 
him upon, and the Malignant Interests in their ends and 
consequences **all^ centering in this man, can be secured, we 
cannot discern ! And how we should beUeve, that whilst known 
and notorious Malignanis care fighting and plotting against us 
on the one hand, and you declaring for him on the other, it 
should not be an * espousing qf a Malignant Party'' s Quarrel 
or Interest '* ; but be a mere ^fighting upon fbrmjer grounds 
and principles, and in defence qf the Cause qf God and the 
Kingdoms, as haih been these twelve years last past,^ as you 
> UngnnnanartCTil, bit intdligible and dianictcrigtic. * Chailct Stuart 
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day : haw this should be ^Jbr the security ami sati^action of 
GocTs People in both Nations'^ ; or **how^ the opposing qfthis 
should render us enemies to the Godly zvith youy we cannot nfeU 
understand. Especialb/ considerinff that aU these Malignants 
take their confidence and encova-agement Jrom the late trans- 
actions qf your KirJe and State with your Kmg. For as we 
Juive already saidy so we tell you again, it is but *^some^ 
satisfying security to those who employ uSy and ^who^ are 
concemedy that we seek. Which we conceive will not be by a 
fiwjbrmal and Jiigned StJmissionSyJrom a Person tJiat could 
not teU otherwise hew to accomplish his MaUgnant ends, and 
^is^ therefore counselled to this compliance j by them who 
assisted his Father , and have hitherto actuated himself in his 
most evU and desperate designs ; designs which are now again 
by them set on foot. Against which. How you will be able, in 
the way you are in, to secure us or yourselves f — ^^ this it now ** 
is {Jbrasmuch as concerns ourselves) our duty to look cfier. 

If the state qf your Quarrel be thus, upon whichy as you 
say^ you resolve to fght our Army^ you xriU have opportunity 
to do thai ; else what means our abode here f And if our hope 
be not vn the Lord^ it will be ill with us. We commit both you 
and ourselves to Him who knows the heart and tries the reins ; 
with whom are aU our ways ; who is able to do for us and you 
above what we know : Which we desire may be in much mercy 
to His poor People, and to the glory qfHis greed Name. 

And Jumng performed your desire, in making your Papers 
so public as is brfore expressed, I desire you to do the like, by 
letting the State, Kirk and Army have the knowledge hereqf. 
To which end I have sent you enclosed two Copies ^ qf this 
Letter^ ; and rest, your humble servant, 

OLIVj&R CBOMWELL.* 

The encampment on Pentland Hills, ^some of our tents 
within sight of Edinburgh Castle and City,^ threatens to cut- 
off Lesley^s supplies ; but will not induce him to fight. * The 

* Newspapers (in ParliamnUafy History ^ xiz. 331-333). 
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gude wives fly with their bairns and gear^ in great terror of us, 
poor gude wives; and ^when we set fire to furze-bushes, report 
that we are burning their houses.^ * Great terror of us ; but 
no other result. Lesley brings over his guns to the western 
side of Edinburgh, and awaits, steady within his fastnesses 
there. 

Hopes have arisen that the Godly Party in Scotland, seeing 
now by these Letters and Papers what our real meaning is, 
may perhaps quit a Malignant Eing^s Interest, and make blood- 
less peace with us, ^ which were the best of all/ The Ejng 
boggles about signing that open Testimony, that Declaration 
against his Father'^s sins, which was expected of him. * A 
great Commander of the Enemy^ Colonel Gibby Carre ^ 
(Colonel Gilbert Eer, of whom we shall hear fieurther), solicits 
an interview with some of ours, and has it ; and other inter* 
views and free communings take place, upon the Burrow-Moor 
and open fields that lie between us. Gibby Eer, and also 
Colonel Strahan who was thought to be slain : ' these and 
some minority of others are dear against Malignancy in every 
form ; and if the Covenanted Stuart Eing will not sign this 
Declaration — ! — Whereupon the Covenanted Stuart Eing 
does sign it ; signs this too,' — ^what will he not sign ? — and 
these hopes of accommodation vanish. 

Neither still will they risk a Battle ; though in their inter- 
views upon the Bmrow-Moor, they said they longed to do it. 
Vain that we draw out in battalia ; they lie within their fast^ 
nesses. We march, with defiant circumstance of war, round 
all accessible sides of Edinburgh ; encamp on the Pentlands, 

^ Narrativ€ of Farther ProctedingSt dated ' From the Camp in Musselburgh 
fields, i6th August 1650 ' ; read in the Parliament aad August {Comment 
Journals); reprinted in Parliamentary History (xix. 327) as a 'Narrative by 
General Cromwell'; though it is clearly enough not General Cromwell's, but 
John Rushworth's. 

» Letter cxxxv., antea, p. 183. 

* At our Court at Dumfermline this i6th day of August 1650 (Sir Edward 
Walker, pp. 170-6; by whom the melancholy Document is, with due loyal 
Indignation, given at larg« there). 

VOL. U. N 
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return to Musselburgh for provisions; go to the PentlancU 
again, — enjoy one of the beautifulest prospects, over deep- 
blue seas, over yellow corn-fields, dusky Highland mountains, 
from Ben Lomond round to the Bass again ; but can get no 
Battle. And the weather is broken, and the season is ad- 
vancing^ — equinox within ten days, by the modem Almanac 
Our men fall sick ; the service is harassing ; — and it depends 
on wind and tide whether even biscuit can be landed for us 
nearer than Dunbar. Here is the Lord Greneral^s own Letter 
* to a Member of the Council of State,^ — ^we might guess this 
or the other, but cannot with the least certainty know which. 

LETTER CXXXVIII 

<< TO COUNCIL OP STATE IN WHITEHALL : THESE * 

Musselburgh, 9(Hh August 1660. 

Sity — Since my last^ we eeeing the Enemy not wUlmg to 
engage^ — and yet very apt to take excepUona against epeechee 
qf that kind spoken in our Army ; which occasioned some qf 
them to come to parley with our Officers, To let them know thai 
they would ^fighi us, — they lying stiU in or near their Jastnesses, 
on the west side ofEdinburghj we resolved, the Lord assisting, 
to draw near to them once more, to try if we could Jight them. 
And indeed one hour's advantage gained might probably, we 
think, have given us an opportmity} 

To which purpose, upon Tuesday the 9!lth instant we marched 
westward of Edinburgh towards Stirling; which the Enemy 
percwoing, marched with as great eapedition as was possible to 
prevent us; and the vanguards of both the Armies came to 
skirmish, — upon a place where bogs and passes made the access 
of each Army to the other difficult. We, being ignoramt qf 
the place, drew-up, hoping to have engaged ; but found no way 
Jeasible, by reason qfthe bogs and other difficulties. 

We drew-up our cannon, and did that day discharge two or 
^ Had we come one boor looner :— ^t we did not 
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three hundred great shot upon ihem; a considerable number 
they Ukewiee returned to us: and this was aU that passed 
Jrom each to other. Wherein we had near twenty killed and 
wowndedy but not one Commission Officer. The Enemy ^ as we 
are informed^ had dboui eighty killed^ and some considerable 
Officers. Seeing they would keep their groundyjrom which we 
could not remove theniy and our bread being spent, — we were 
necessitated to go Jbr a new supply : and so marched off about 
ten or eleven o'clock on Wednesday morning.^ The Enemy 
perceiving it, — and, as we conceive, Jearing we might interpose 
between them and Edinburgh, though it was not our intention^ 
albeit it seemed so by our march, — retreated back again, with 
dU Juute ; having a bog and passes between them and us : and 
there Jbllowed no considerable action, saving the skirmishing of 
the van of our horse with theirs, near to Eldinburgh, without 
any considerable loss to either party, saving thai we got two or 
three of their horses. 

That ^ Wednesday^ night we quartered within a mile qf 
Edinburgh and qf the Enemy. It was a most tempestuous 
night and wet morning. The Enemy marched in the night 
between Leith and Edinburgh, to interpose between us and our 
victual, they knowing thai it wcu spent; — but the Lord in 
mercy prevented it ; and we, perceiving in the mcming, got, 
time enough, through the goodness qf the Lord, to the seof* 
side, to re-victual; the Enemy being drawn-up upon the Hill 
near Arthur'^s Seat, looking upon us, but not attempting any 
thing. 

And thus you have an account qf the present occurrences. 
Your most humble servant, OLIVER OBOMWELL.* 

The scene of this Tuesday'^s skirmish, and cannonade across 

^ We drew towards oar old Camp, one of oar old Camps, that Wednesday ; 
and ofif to Mosselbargh ' for a new sapply ' next morning. Old Camp, or 
Bivouack, ' on Pentland Hills,' says vague Hodgson (p. 142) ; ' within a mile of 
Edinbargh,' says Cromwell in his Letter, who of coarse knows welL 

• Newspapers (in ParHamentary History ^ six. 339). 
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bogs, has not been investigated ; though an antiquarian Topo- 
grapher might find worse work for himself. Rough Hodgson, 
very uncertain in his spellings, calls it Grawger Field, which 
will evidently take us to Gogar on the western road there. 
The Scotch Editor of Hodgson says farther, * The Water of 
Leith lay between the two Armies ; ' which can be believed or 
not ; — ^which indeed turns out to be unbelievable. Yorkshire 
Hodgson^s troop received an ugly cannon-shot while they stood 
at prayers ; just with the word Amen, came the ugly cannon- 
shot singing, but it hurt neither horse nor man. We also 
^ gave them an English shout ^ at one time, along the whole 
line,^ making their Castle-rocks and Pentlands ring again ; but 
could get no Battle out of them, for the bogs. 

Here, in reference to those matters, is an Excerpt whidi, 
in spite of imperfections, may be worth transcribing. ^The 
English Army lay^ at first <near Musselburgh, about Stony 
Hill. But shortly after, they marched up to Braid House,^ 
to Braid Hills, to Pentland Hills, Colinton and various 
other Hills and Houses in succession ; ^ and the Scots Army, 
being put in some readiness, marched up to Corstorphine 
Hill. But because the English feared it was too near the 
Castle of Edinburgh, they would not hazard battle there. 
Wherefore both Armies marched to Grogar, Tuesday August 
27th ; and played each upon other with their great guns : 
but because of Grogar Bum (Brook) and other ditches 
betwixt the Armies, they could not join battle. Next day, 
about midday,^ more precisely Wednesday about ten or eleven 
o^dock, * the English began to retire ; and went first to their 
Leaguer at Braid EUUs,^ within a mile of Edinburgh as their 
Greneral says. ^The English removing, the Scots followed 
by Corstorphine the long gate ^ (roundabout road)^ — ^which is 
hard ground, and out of shot-range. * The English,^ some of 
them, * marched near to Musselburgh ; and, in the mid night, 
planted some guns in Niddry: the Scots having marched 
about the Hill of Arthur^s Seat, towards Craigmillar, there 
^ Hodgson, (k 141. 
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planted some guns against those in Niddry ; ^ ^ — and in fact, 
as we have seen, were drawn up on Arthur^s Seat on the 
morrow morning, looking on amid the rain, and not attempt- 
ing anything. 

The Lord Greneral writes this Letter at Musselburgh on 
Friday the 80th, the morrow after his return : and directly 
on the heel of it there is a Council of War held, and an 
important resolution taken. With sickness, and the wild 
weather coming on us, rendering even victual uncertain, and 
no Battle to be had, we clearly cannot continue here. 
Dunbar, which has a harbotu:, we might fortify for a kind of 
citadel and winter-quarter ; let us retire at least to Dunbar, 
to be near our sole friends in this country, oiu: Ships. On 
the morrow evening, Saturday the 81st, the Lord Greneral 
fired his huts, and marched towards Dunbar. At sight 
whereof Lesley rushes out upon him; has his vanguard in 
Frestonpans before our rear got away. Saturday night 
through Haddington, and all Sunday to Dunbar, Lesley 
hangs, close and heavy, on CromwelPs rear ; on Sunday night 
bends southward to tiie hills that overlook Dunbar, and hems 
him in there. As will be more specially related in the next 
fascicle of Letters. 



LETTERS CXXXIX— CXLVI 

BATTLE OF DUNBAR 

The small Town of Dunbar stands, high and windy, look- 
ing down over its herring-boats, over its grim old Castle now 
much honeycombed, — on one of those projecting rock-pro- 
montories with which that shore of the Firth of Forth is 
niched and vandyked, as far as the eye can reach. A beautiful 

^ Collections by a Private Hand, at Edinburgh, from 1650 to 1661 (Woodrow 
Wis.), printed in ffisfoHcai Fragments on Scotch Affairs from 1635 to 1664 
(EdiiOmrgh, 1832), Part L pp. 27-8. 
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sea; good land too, now that the plougher understands his 
trade ; a grim niched barrier of whinstone sheltering it from 
the chafings and tumblings (^ the big blue German Ocean. 
Seaward St. Abb^s Head, of whinstone, bounds your horizon 
to the east, not very far off; west, close by, is the deep bay, 
and fishy little village of Belhaven: the gloomy Bass and 
other rock-islets, and farther the Hills of Fife, and fore- 
shadows of the Highlands, are visible as you look seaward. 
From the bottom of Belhaven bay to that of the next sea^ 
bight St. AbbVward, the Town and its environs form a 
peninsula. Along the base of which peninsula, * not much 
above a mile and a half from sea to sea,^ Oliver Cromwell^s 
Army, on Monday Sd of September 1650, stands ranked, 
with its tents and Town behind it, — ^in very forlorn circum- 
stances. This now is all the ground that Oliver is lord of 
in Scotland. His Ships lie in the offing, with biscuit and 
transport for him ; but visible elsewhere in the Earth no help. 
Landward as you look from the Town of Dunbar there 
rises, some short mile off, a dusky continent of barren heath 
Hills ; the Lammermoor, where only mountain-sheep can be 
at home. The crossing of wMchy by any of its boggy passes, 
and brawling stream-courses, no Army, hardly a solitary 
Scotch Packman could attempt, in such weather. To the 
edge of these Lammermoor Heights, David Lesley has betaken 
himself; lies now along the outmost spur of them, — a long 
Hill of considerable height, which the Dunbar people call the 
Dun, Doon, or sometimes for fashion's sake the Down, adding 
to it the Teutonic HiU likewise, though Dim itself in old 
Celtic signifies Hill. On this Doon Hill lies David Lesley 
with the victorious Scotch Army, upwards of Twenty-thousand 
strong ; with the Committees of Kirk and Estates, the chief 
Dignitaries of the Country, and in fact the flower of what the 
pure Covenant in this the Twelfth year of its existence can 
still bring forth. There lies he since Sunday night, on the 
top and slope of this Doon Hill, with the impassable heath- 
continents behind him ; embraces, as within outspread tiger- 
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claws, the base-line of Oliver^s Dunbar peninsula; waiting 
what Oliver will do. Cockbumspath with its ravines has been 
seized on Oliver^s left, and made impassable ; behind Oliver is 
the sea ; in front of him Lesley, Doon Hill, and the heath- 
continent of Lammermoor. Lwley's force is of Three-and« 
twenty-thousand,^ in spirits as of men chasing, Oliver'^s about 
half as many, in spirits as of men chased. What is to become 
of Oliver? 

LETTER CXXXIX 

Haseleio, as we know, is Governor of Newcastle. Oliver 
on Monday writes this Note ; means to send it off, I suppose, 
by sea. Making no complaint for himself, the remarkable 
Oliver ; doing, with grave brevity, in the hour the business of 
the hour. ^ He was a strong man,^ so intimates Charles 
Harvey, who knew him : * in the dark perils of war, in the 
high places of the field, hope shone in him like a pillar of 
fire, when it had gone out in all the others.^' A genuine 
King among men, Mr. Harvey. The divinest sight this world 
sees, — ^when it is privileged to see such, and not be sickened 
with the unholy apery of such ! He is just now upon an 
* engagement,^ or complicated concern, * very difficult.' 

TO THE HONOURABLE SIB AETHUE HASELEIG, AT NEWCASTLE OE 
ELSEWHERE : THESE. HASTE, HASTE 

" Dunbar," 2d September 1660. 
Dear SSr, — We are upon an Engagemeni very difficult 
The Enemy haih blocked-vp ovr way ai the Pass ai Coppers- 
path, through which we carmot get without almost a vArade. 
He Ueth so upon the Hills that we know not how to come thai 
way without great difficulty ; and our lying here daily con* 
sumeth our men, whoJaU sick beyond imagination. 

^ 27,000 say the English Pamphlets ; i6,ooo foot and 7,ooo hone, says Sir 
Edward Walker (p. 182), who has access to know. 
' Passages in his Highmsis last Sickness^ already referred to. 
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/ perceive, your forces cure not in a capacity Jbr present 
release. Wherefore, whatever becomes of as, it wiU be tceUJbr 
you to get whatjbrces you can together ; and the South to help 
what they can. The business nearly concemeth aM Good People. 
Ifyourjbrces had been in a readiness to have JaUen upon the 
back qf Copperspath, it might have occasioned supplies to Jiave 
come to us. But the only wise God knows what is best. All 
shaU work Jbr Good. Our spirits ^ are coTnfbrtabUy praised be 
the Lord, — though our present condition be as it is. And 
indeed we have much hope in the Lord; qf whose mercy we 
have had large eaperience. 

Indeed, do you get together whaJt forces you can against 
them. Send to Jriends in the South to help with more. Let 
H. Vane know what I write. I would not make it public, lest 
danger should accrue thereby. You know what use to make 
hereof. Let me hear from you. I rest, your servant, 

OLIVER CBOMWELL. 

** P.S.^ It V difficult for me to send to you. Let me hear 
foom ^^you'^ qfier ^^you receive tliis.'^* 

The base of Oliver'^s * Dunbar Peninsula,* as we have called 
it (or Dunbar Pinfold where he is now hemmed in, upon ^ an 
entanglement very difficult *), extends from Belhaven Bay on 
his right, to Brocksmouth House on his left ; ^ about a mile 
and a half firom sea to sea.* Brocksmouth House, the Earl 
(now Duke) of Roxbuigh^s mansion, which still stands there, 
his soldiers now occupy as their extreme post on the lefL As 

' minds. 

• Communicated by John Hare, Esquire, Rosemont Cottage, Cliflon. The 
MS. at Clifton, is a Copy, without date : but has this title in an old hand : ' Copy 
of an original Letter of Oliver Cromwell, written with his own hand, the day 

before the Battle of Dunbarr, to Sir A. Haselridge.' ^ot€ to Second Edition, 

Found since (1846), with the Postscript, printed from the Original, in Brand's 

History of NewcastU (London, 1789), ii 479. Noii to Third Edition. 

Autograph Original found now (May 1847) ; in the possession of R. OrmstoOy 
Esq., Newcastle-on-Tyne. See postea, p. 219, and Appendix, No. 19. 
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its name indicates, it is the motUh or issue of a pmall Rivulet, 
or Buruy called Brock, Brocksbum ; which, springing from 
the Lammennoor, and skirting David Lesley's Doon Hill, finds 
its egress here into the sea. The reader who would form an 
image to himself of the great Tuesday 8d of September 1650, 
at Dunbar, must note well this little Bum. It runs in a deep 
grassy glen, which the South-country Officers in those old 
Pamphlets describe as a ^ deep ditchj forty feet in depth, and 
about as many in width,"* — ditch dug-out by the little Brook 
itself, and carpeted with greensward, in the course of long 
thousands of years. It runs pretty close by the foot of Doon 
Hill ; forms, from this point to the sea, the boundary of 
Oliver'^s position, his force is arranged in battle-order, along 
the left bank of this Brocksbum, and its grassy glen ; he is 
busied all Monday, he and his Officers, in ranking them there. 
^ Before sunrise on Monday ' Lesley sent down his horse frx)m 
the Hill-top, to occupy the other side of this Brook ; ^ about 
four in the afternoon '* his train came down, his whole Army 
gradually came down; and they now are ranking themselves on 
the opposite side of Brocksbum, — on rather narrow ground ; 
cornfields, but swiftly sloping upwards to the steep of Doon 
HilL This goes on, in th^ wild showers and winds of 
Monday Sd September 1650, on both sides of the Rivulet of 
Brock. Whoever will begin the attack, must get across this 
Brook and its glen first ; a thing of much disadvantage. 

Behind Oliver's ranks, between him and Dunbar, stand his 
tents ; sprinkled up and down, by battalions, over the face of 
this < Peninsula ' ; which is a low though very uneven tract of 
ground ; now in our time all yellow with wheat and barley in 
the autumn season, but at that date only partially tilled, — 
describable by Yorkshire Hodgson as a place of plashes and 
rough bent-grass ; terribly beaten by showery winds that day, 
so iiiat your tent will hardly stand. There was then but one 
Farm-house on this tract, where now are not a few : thither 
were Oliver's Cannon sent this morning; they had at first 
been lodged ^ in the Church,' an edifice standing then as now 
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somewhat apart, *at the south end of Dunbar.' We have 
notice of only one other < small house/ belike some poor 
shepherd'^s homestead, in Oliver's tract of ground : it stands 
dose by the Brock Rivulet itself, and in the bottom of the 
little glen ; at a place where the banks of it flatten themselves 
out into a slope passable for carts : this of course, as the one 
* pass' in that quarter, it is highly important to seize. Pride 
and Lambert lodged ^ six horse and fifteen foot' in this poor 
hut early in the morning : Lesley's horse came across, and 
drove them out ; killing some and ^taking three prisoners ' ; — 
and so got possession of this pass and hut ; but did not keep 
it. Among the three prisoners was one musketeer, ^ a very 
stout man, though he has but a wooden arm,' and some iron 
hook at the end of it, poor fellow. He ^ fired thrice,' not 
without effect, with his wooden arm; and was not taken 
without difficulty: a handfast stubborn man; they carried 
him across to General Lesley to give some account of himself. 
In several of the old Pamphlets, which agree in all the details 
of it, this is what we read : 

^Greneral David Lesley, (old Leven,' the other Lesley, 
^ being in the Castle of Edinburgh, as they relate^), asked 
this man, If the Enemy did intend to fight? He replied, 
"What do you think we come here for? We come for 
nothing else ! " — ** Soldier," says Lesley, " how wiU you fight, 
when you have shipped half of your men, and all your great 
guns?" The Soldier replied, "Sir, if you please to draw 
down your men, you shall find both men and great guns too ! " ' 
— A most dogged handfast man, this with the wooden arm, 
and iron hook on it ! ^ One of the Officers asked. How he 
durst answer the General so saucily? He said, "I only 
answer the question put to me ! " ' Lesley sent him across, 
free again, by a trumpet : he made his way to Cromwell ; 
reported what had passed, and added doggedly. He for one 

^ Old Leven is kere^ if the Pamphlet knew ; but only as a Tolunteer and with 
out command, though nominally still General-in-chief. 
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had lost twenty shillings by the business, — ^plundered from him 
in this action. ^ The Lord General gave him thereupon two 
pieces,^ which I think are forty shillings ; and sent him away 
rejoicing.^ — ^This is the adventure at the ^pass^ by the 
shepherd^s hut in the bottom of the glen, dose by the 
Brocksbum itself. 

And now ferther, on the great scale, we are to remark very 
specially that there is just one other * pass ^ across the Brocks- 
bum ; and this is predsely where the London road now crosses 
it ; about a mile east frt>m the former pass, and perhaps two 
gunshots west from Brocksmouth House. There the great 
road then as now crosses the Bum of Brock ; the steep grassy 
glen, or ^ broad ditch forty feet deep,^ flattening itself out 
here once more into a passable slope : passable, but still steep 
on the southem or Lesley side, still mounting up there, with 
considerable acclivity, into a high table-ground, out of which 
the Doon Hill, as outskirt of the Lammermoor, a short mile 
to your right, gradually gathers itself. There, at this ^pass,*" 
on and about the present London road, as you discover after 
long dreary dim examining, took place the brunt or essential 
agony of the Battle of Dunbar long ago. Read in the extinct 
old Pamphlets, and ever again obstinately read, till some light 
rise in them, look even with unmilitary eyes at the ground as 
it now is, you do at last obtain small glimmerings of distinct 
features here and there, — which graduaUy coalesce into a kind 
of image for you ; and some spectrum of the Fact becomes 
visible ; rises veritable, face to fetoe, on you, grim and sad in 
the depths of the old dead Time. Yes, my travelling friends, 
vehiculating in gigs or otherwise over that piece of London 
road, you may say to yourselves. Here without monument is the 
grave of a vidiant thing which was done under the Sun ; the 
footprint of a Hero, not yet quite undistinguishable, is here! — 

' Cadwell the Army-Messenger's Narrative to the Parliament (in Carte's 
Ormmtd Papers^ L 382). Given also, with other details, in King's Pamphlets, 
smaU 4to, no. 478, §§ 9, 7, 10, no. 479, § i ; etc etc. 
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^The Lord Greneral about four o'clock,^ say the old 
Pamphlets, < went into the Town to take some refreshment,^ 
a hasty late dinner, or early supper, whichever we may call it ; 
^and very soon returned back,^ — Shaving written Sir Arthur^s 
Letter, I think, in the interim. Coursing about the field, 
with enough of things to order ; walking at last with Lambert 
in the Park or Garden of Brocksmouth House, he discerns 
that Lesley is astir on the Hill-side; altering his position 
somewhat. That Lesley, in fact, is coming wholly down to 
the basis of the hill, where his horse had been since sunrise : 
coming wholly down to the edge of the Brook and glen, among 
the sloping harvest-fields there ; and also is bringing up his 
left wing of horse, most part of it, towards his right ; edging 
himself, < shogging,^ as Oliver calls it, his whole line more and 
more to the right ! His meaning is, to get hold of Brocks- 
mouth House and the pass of the Brook there ; ^ after which 
it will be free to him to attack us when he will ! — ^Lesley, in 
fact, considers, or at least the Committee of Estates and Eirk 
consider, that Oliver is lost ; that, on the whole, he must not 
be left to retreat, but must be attacked and annihilated here. 
A vague story, due to Bishop Burnet, the watery source of 
many such, still circulates about the world. That it was the 
Kirk Committee who forced Lesley down against his will ; that 
Oliver, at sight of it, exclaimed, • The Lord hath delivered ' 
etc : which nobody is in the least bound to believe. It 
appears, fix>m other quarters, that Lesley was advised or 
sanctioned in this attempt by the Committee of Estates and 
Eirk, but also that he was by no means hard to advise ; that, 
in fact, lying on the top of Doon Hill, shelterless in such 
weather, was no operation to spin-out beyond necessity ; — and 
that if anybody pressed too much upon him with advice to 
come down and fight, it was likeliest to be Royalist Civil 
Dignitaries, who had plagued him with their cavillings at his 
cunctations, at his ^ secret fellow-feeling for the Sectarians and 
Regicides,^ ever since this War began. The poor Scotch Clergy 
^ BaiUie't LeiUn^ Hi. III. 
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have enough of their own to answer for ui this business ; 
let every back bear the burden that belongs to it. In a word, 
Lesley descends, has T)een descending all day, and ^shogs^ 
himself to the right, — surged, I believe, by manifold counsel, 
and by the nature of the case ; and, what is equally important 
for us, Oliver sees him, and sees through him, in this move- 
ment of his. 

At sight of this movement, OUver suggests to Lambert 
standing by him. Does it not give as an advantage, if we, 
instead of him, like to b^in the attack? Here is the 
Enemy^s right wing coming out to the open space, free to be 
attacked on any side ; and the main-battle hampered in 
narrow sloping ground between Doon Hill and the Brook, 
has no room to manoeuvre or assist : ^ beat this right wing 
where it now stands ; take it in flank and fix)nt with an 
overpowering force, — ^it is driven upon its own main-battle, 
the whole Army is beaten ? Lambert eagerly assents, < had 
meant to say the same thing.^ Monk, who comes up at the 
moment, likewise assents ; as the other Officers do, when the 
case is set before them. It is the plan resolved upon for 
battle. The attack shall begin tomorrow before dawn. 

And so the soldiers stand to their arms, or lie within 
instant reach of their arms, aU night ; being upon an engage- 
ment very difficult indeed. The night is wild and wet ; — 
2d of September means 12th by our calendar : the Harvest 
Moon wades deep among clouds of sleet and hail. Whoever 
has a heart for prayer, let him pray now, for the wrestle of 
death is at hand. Pray, — and withal keep his powder dry ! 
And be ready for extremities, and quit himself like a man ! — 
Thus they pass the night; making that Dunbar Peninsula 
and Brock Rivulet long memorable to me. We English have 
some tents; the Scots have none. The hoarse sea moans bode- 
ful, swinging low and heavy against these whinstone bays ; the 
sea and the tempests are abroad, all else asleep but we, — and 
there is One that rides on the wings of the wind. 

^ HodjjrsoD. 
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Towards three in the morning the Scotch foot, by order of 
a Major-Greneral say some,^ extinguish their matches, all but 
two in a company ; cower under the corn-shocks, seeking 
some imperfect shelter and sleep. Be wakeful, ye English ; 
watch, and pray, and keep your powder diy. About four 
oVlock comes order to my puddingheaded Yorkshire friend, 
that his regiment must mount and march straightway ; his and 
various other r^ments march, pouring swiftly to the left to 
Brocksmouth House, to the Pass over the Brock. With 
overpowering force let us storm the Scots right wing there ; 
beat that, and all is beaten. Major Hodgson riding along, 
heard, he says, ^ a Comet praying in the night^ ; a company 
of poor men, I think, making worship there, under the void 
Heaven, before battle joined : Major Hodgson, giving his charge 
to a brother Officer, turned aside to listen for a minute, and 
worship and pray along with them ; haply his last prayer on 
this Earth, as it might prove to be. But no : tlds Comet 
prayed with such effusion as was wonderful ; and imparted 
strength to my Yorkshire friend, who strengthened his men by 
telling them of it. And the Heavens, in their mercy, I think, 
have opened us a way of deliverance ! — ^The Moon gleams out, 
hard and blue, riding among hail-clouds ; and over St. Abba's 
Head a streak of dawn is rising. 

And now is the hour when the attack should be, and no 
Lambert is yet here, he is ordering the line &Lr to the right 
yet ; and Oliver occasionaUy, in Hodgson^s hearing, is impa- 
tient for him. The Scots too, on this wing, are awake; 
thinking to surprise us ; there is their trumpet sounding, we 
heard it once ; and Lambert, who was to lead the attack, is 
not here. The Lord Greneral is impatient ; — behold Lambert 
at last ! The tmmpets peal, shattering with fierce clangour 
Night^s silence ; the cannons awaken along aU the line : 
< The Lord of Hosts 1 The Lord of Hosts !' On, my brave 
ones, on 1 — 

^ * Major-General Holbom' (he that escorted Cromwell into Edinburgh hi 
1648), says Walker, p. i8a 
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The dispute ^ on this right wing was hot and stiff, for 
three quarters of an hour/ Plenty of fire, from fieldpieoes, 
snaphances, matchlocks, entertains the Scotch main-battle 
across the Brock ; — ^poor stiffened men, roused from the corn- 
shocks with their matches aU out ! But here on the right, 
their horse, ^ with lancers in the fit>nt rank,^ charge desper- 
ately ; drive us back across the hollow of the Rivulet ; — 
back a little ; but the Lord gives us courage, and we 
storm home again, horse and foot, upon them, with a 
shock like tornado tempests ; break them, beat them, drive 
them all adrift ^ Some fled towards Copperspath, but most 
across their own foot^ Their own poor foot, whose matches 
were hardly well alight yet ! Poor men, it was a terrible 
awakening for them : fieldpieces and charge of foot across the 
Brocksbum ; and now here is their own horse in mad panic 
trampling them to death. Above Three-thousand killed upon 
the place : ^ I never saw such a charge of foot and horse,^ says 
one ; ^ nor did L Oliver was still near to Yorkshire Hodgson 
when the shock succeeded ; Hodgson heard him say, ^ They 
run ! I profess they run ! ' And over St. Abb'*s Head and 
the German Ocean, just then, bursts the first gleam of the 
level Sim upon us, ^ and I heard Nol say, in the words of the 
Psalmist, ^ Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered,^ ^ — or 
in Rous'^s metre. 

Let Grod arise, and scattered 

Let all his enemies be ; 
And let all those that do him hate 

Before his presence flee ! 

Even so. The Scotch Army is shivered to utter ruin; 
rushes in tumultuous wreck, hither, thither ; to Belhaven, or, 
in their distraction, even to Dunbar ; the chase goes as far as 
Haddington ; led by Hacker. * The Lord General made a 
halt,^ says Hodgson, ^ and sang the Hundred-and-seventeenth 
Psalm,^ till our horse could gather for the chase. Hundred- 
and-seventeenth Psalm, at the foot of the Doon Hill ; there 
^ Rushworth's Letter to the Speaker (in ParUatmniary History ^ ziz. 341). 
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we uplift it, to the tune of Bangor, or some still higher score, 
and roll it strong and great against the sky : 

O give ye praise unto tlie Lord, 

All nati-ons that be ; 
Likewise ye people all, accord 

His name to magnify ! 

For great to us-ward ever are 

His lovingkindnesses ; 
His truth endures for evermore : 

The Lord O do ye bless ! 

And now, to the chase again. 

The Prisoners are Ten-thousand, — all the foot in a mass. 
Many Dignitaries are taken ; not a few are slain ; of whom 
see Printed lists, — full of blunders. Provost Jafiray of 
Aberdeen, Member of the Scots Parliament, one of the Com- 
mittee of Estates, was very nearly slain : a trooper^s sword was 
in the air to sever him, but one cried. He is a man of conse- 
quence ; he can ransom himself ! — and the trooper kept him 
prisoner.^ The first of the Scots Quakers, by and by ; and 
an official person much reconciled to Oliver. Ministers also 
of the Eirk Committee were slain ; two Ministers I find taken, 
poor Carstairs of Glasgow, poor Waugh of some other place, 
— of whom we shall transiently hear again. 

General David Lesley, vigorous for flight as for other 
things, got to Edinburgh by nine o^clock ; poor old Leven. 
not so light of movement, did not get till two. Tragical 
enough. What a change since January 1644, when we 
marched out of this same Dunbar up to the knees in snow ! 
It was to help and save these very men that we then marched ; 
with the Covenant in all our hearts. We have stood by the 
letter of the Covenant ; fought for our Covenanted Stuart 
King as we could ; — ^they again, they stand by the substance 
of it, and have trampled us and the letter of it into this ruin- 
ous state ! — ^Yes, my poor friends ; — and now be wise, be 

^ Diary of Alexander Jaffray (Londoni 1834 ;— unhappily relating almost all 
to the inner man of Jaffiray). 
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taught ! The letter of your Covenant, in fact, will never 
rally again in this world. The spirit and substance of it, 
please God, will never die in this or in any world. 

Such is Dunbar Battle ; which might also be called Dunbar 
Drove, for it was a frightful rout. Brought on by miscalcu- 
lation ; misunderstanding of the difference between substances 
and semblances ; — by mismanagement, and the chance of war. 
My Lord Greneral^s next Seven Letters, aU written on the 
morrow, will now be intelligible to the reader. First, however, 
take the following 

PROCLAMATION 

^ FoAASMUCH as I understand there are several Soldiers of 
^ the Enemy^s Army yet abiding in the Field, who by reason 

* of their woimds could not march from thence : 

^ These are therefore to give notice to the Inhabitants of 
^ this Nation That they may and hereby have ^ free liberty to 
^ repair to the Field aforesaid, and, witii their carts or ^ in ^ 

* any other peaceable way, to cany away the said Soldiers to 
^ such places as they shall think fit : — ^provided they meddle 
^ not with, or take away, any the Arms there. And all 
^ Officers and Soldiers are to take notice that the same it 
^ permitted. 

^ Given imder my hand, at Dunbar, 4ith September 1660. 

< OuvEB Croicwsll. 

• To be proclaimed by beat of drum.'* 
LETTER CXL 

FOB THB HONOURABLE WILLIAM LEMTHALL, ESaUIBE, SPEAKER OF 
THE PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND : THESE 

Dunbar, 4tib September I66(K 
Sh-y — I hope it > not iU tdkeny thai I make no morejrequenit 

^ sic. 

* Old Newspaper, Siveral Proeadings in Parliament , no. 50 (5th- 12th Sept 
1650) : in Bumey Newspapers (British Museum), 70L xxxiv. 

VOL. II. O 
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addresses to the Parliament. Things thai are in troubkf in 
point of provision for your Army^ and <if ordinary directiouy I 
havej as I coiddj often presented to the Council of State^ 
together with such occurrences as have happened ; — who, I am 
sure J as they have not been wanting in their extraordinary care 
and provision for usj so neither in what they judge Jit and 
necessary to represent the same to you. And this I thought to 
be a sufficient discharge of my duty on Huxt behcdf. 

It hath now pleased God to bestow a mercy uponyou, worthy 
of your knowledge^ and of the utmost praise and thanks ofdU 
thatfoar and love His name ; yea, the mercy is for above aU 
praise. Which thai you may the better perceive, I shall take 
the boldness to tender unto you some circumstances accompany- 
ing this great business, which wHl maniftst the greatness and 
seasondbleness qfthis mercy. 

We having tried what we could to engage the Enemy, three 
or four miles West of Edinburgh ; that proving ineffectual, 
and our victual foiling, — we marcJied towards our ships for a 
recruit qfour want. The Enemy did not at aU trouble us in 
our rear ; but marched the direct way towards Edinburgh, and 
parity in the night and morning slips-through his whole Army; 
and quarters himsey^ in a posture easy to interpose between us 
and our victual. But the Lord made him to lose the oppor^ 
tunity. And the morning proving exceeding wet and dark, 
we recovered, by that time it was light, a ground where they 
could not hinder us foom our victual: which was an high act 
of the Lord^s Providence to us. We being come into the said 
ground, the Enemy marched into the ground we were last 
upon ; having no mind either to strive to interpose between us 
and our victuals, or to Jlght ; being indeed upon this ^ aim qf 
reducing us to a'^ lock, — hoping thai the sickness of your 
Army would render their work more easy by the gaining qf 
time. Whereupon we marched to Musselburgh, to victual, and 
to ship away our sick men; where we sent aboard nearfooe" 
hundred sick and wounded soldiers. 

And upon serious consideration, folding our weakness so to 
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mcreoMy and the Enemy lying upon Ms advantage^ — ai a 
general council U was thought JU to march to Dunbar ^ and 
there to Jbrtify the Town. Which (we thought)^ if anything^ 
would provoke them to engage. As also^ That the having of 
a Garrison there would jwrmsh us with accommodation Jot our 
sick meny ^^and^ would be a good MagasAney — which we 
exceedimgly warded ; being put to depend upon the uncertainty 
of weather Jot landing provisions^ which many times cannot be 
done though the being of the whole Army lay upon it, all the 
coasts Jf-om Berwick to Leith having not one good harbour. 
As aUoy To lie more conveniently to receive our recruits qf 
horse andjbotjrom Berwick. 

Having these considercUumSy — upon Saturday the ^Oth^ qf 

August we marched from Musselburgh to Haddington. WherCy 

by thai time we had got the van-brigade qf our horsCy and our 

foot and trainy into their quarterSy the Enemy had marcJied 

with that exceeding eapedition that they fell upon the rear' 

forlorn qfour horsCy and put it in some disorder ; and indeed 

had like to have engaged our rear-brigade qf horse with their 

whole Armyy — had not the Lord by His Providence put a cloud 

over the Moony thereby giving us opportunity to draw-off those 

horse to the resit of our Army. Which accordingly was done 

without any lossy save qf three or four qf our qforemerUioned 

forlorn ; wherein the Enemy y as xve beUevCy received more loss. 

The Army being put into a reasonable secure posturey — 
towards midnight the Enemy attempted our quarterSy on the 
west end qf Haddington : but through the goodness qf God we 
repulsed them. The next morning we drew into an open fieldy 
on the south side qf Haddington ; we not judging it scfe for 
us to draw to the Enemy upon his onm groundy he being pre- 
possessed thereqf; — but rather drew backy to give him way to 
corns to uSy if he had so thought Jit. And having waited about 
the space qffbur or Jtoe hourSy to see if he would come to uS; 
and not finding any inclination in the Enemy so to dOy — roe 
resolved to gOy according to our first intendmenty to Dunbar. 
^ sic: but Sfttaxday is 3xst. 
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By that time xve had marched three or Jour mileSy we &aw 
some bodies of the Enemy's horse draw out of their quarters ; 
arid by thai time our carriages were gotten near Dunbar^ iheir 
whole Army was upon their march after us. And indeed^ our 
drawing back in this manner ^ with the addition of three new 
regiments added to themy did much heighten their cortfidencCy if 
not presumption and arrogancy. — The Enemy, thai night, we 
perceivedj gathered towards the HiUs; labouring to make a 
perfect interposition between us and Berwick. And having in 
this posture a great advantage^ — throvgh his better knowledge 
qfthe country, he effected it : by sending a considerable parly 
to the strait Pass at Ccpperspath; where ten men to hinder 
are better than forty to make thar way. And truly this was 
an exigent to us^ wherewUh the Enemy reproached us; — ^as^ 
with that condition the Parliaments Army was m when it made 
its hard conditions with the King in Cornwall.^ By some 
reports thai have come to us, they had disposed of us, and qf 
their business^ in sufficient revenge and wrath towards our 
persons ; and had swallowed^ the poor Interest qf England; 
believing that their Army and their King would have marched 
to London without any interruption; — it being told us (we 
know not how truly) by a prisoner xve took the night before (he 
Jight, That their King was very suddenly to come amongst 
themy with those English they allowed to be about him. But m 
what they were thus lifted up, the Lord was above them. 

The Enemy lying m the posture before mentionedj having 
those advantages ; we lay very near him^ being sensible qf our 
disadvantages^ having some weakness qfjleshj but yet conscla^ 
tion and support Jirom the Lord himse^to our poor weakfoiihj 
wherein I believe not a fow amongst us stand : That because 
qf their numbers^ because qf their advantages, because qf their 

^ A disgraceful summons of caption to us: * exigent' is a law-writ issued 
against a fugitive,— such as we knew long since, in our young dajs, about 
Lincoln's Inn t 

' Essex's Army six years ago, in Autumn 1644, when the King had impounded 
it among the Hills there (see voL i. p. 194). 
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confidence f because of our wedknesSy because of our strait, we 
were in the Mount, and in the Mount the Lord would be seen ; 
and thai He would Jind out a way of delvoerance and salvaiticn 
Jbr us : — and indeed we had our consolations and our hopes. 

Upon Monday evening, — the Eneimfs whole numbers were 
very great ; about Six-thousand horse, as we heard, and Six- 
teenrthcusandjbot at least ; ours drawn down, as to sound men, 
to about Seoen-thousand Jtoe-humdredjbot, and Three-thousand 
five-hundred horse, — ^^upon Monday evening^ the Enemy 
drew down to the right wing about two-thirds qf their Itft 
wing of horse. To the right wing ; slugging also their Jbot 
and train much to the right ; causing their right wing of horse 
to edge down towards the sea. We could not well imagine but 
that the Enemy intended to attempt upon us, or to place them- 
selves in a more exact condition of interposition. The Major- 
General and mysey^ coming to the Earl RoxburgtCs House, and 
observing this posture, I told him I thought it did give us an 
opportunity and advantage to attempt upon the Enemy. To 
which he immediately replied. That he had thought to have said 
the same thing to me. So that it pleased the Lord to set this 
apprehension upon both of our hearts, at the same instant. We 
eddied Jbr Colonel Monk, and showed him the thing: and coming 
to our quarters at night, and demonstrating our apprehensions 
to some qfthe Colonels, they also cheerJuUy concurred. 

We resolved therefore to put our business into this posture: 
TTuxt six regiments of horse, and three regiments and a half 
qfjbot should march in the van ; and that the Major-General, 
the lAeutenant-General qf the horse, and the Commissary* 
General^ and Colonel Monk to command the brigade qfjbot^ 
should lead on the business; and that Colonel Pride's brigade. 
Colonel OverUnis brigade, and the remaining two regiments qf 
horse should bring up the cannon and rear. The time qfJaU- 
ing-^m to be by break qf day : — but through some delays it 
profoed not to be so; ^ not ^ till six o^chcTc in the morning. 

The Enemfs word was. The Covenant ; which it had been 
^ Lambert, Fleetwood, Whall^. 
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fir divers days. Ours, The Lord of Hosts. TTie Major- 
General, Lieutenant-General Fleetwood, and Commissary-General 
WhaUey, and Colonel Twistleton, gave the onset ; the Enetmf 
being in a very good posture to receive them, having the ad- 
vamtage of their cannon and foot against our horse. Before 
our foot could come up, the Enemy made a gallant resistance, 
and there was a very hot dispute ai sword's point between our 
horse and theirs. Our first foot, after they had discharged 
their duty (being overpowered with the Enemy), received some 
repulse, which they soon recovered. For my atxm regiment, 
under the command qf lAeutenant-Colonel Goffe and my Major, 
White, did come seasonably in ; and, at the push qf pike, did 
repel the stoutest regiment the Enemy had there, merely wUh 
the courage the Lord was pleased to give. Which proved a 
greai amazement to the residue if their foot ; this being the 
first action between the foot. The horse in the mean time did, 
with a great deal qf courage and spirit, beat back aU opposi- 
tions ; charging through the bodies qf the Enemy'' s horse and 
qf their foot; who were, cfter the first repulse given, made by 
the Lord qf Hosts as stuhble to their swords. — Indeed, I believe 
I may speak it without partiality : both your chief Commanders 
and others in their several places, and soldiers also, were acted^ 
with as much courage as ever hath been seen in any action since 
this War. I know they look not to be named ; and therefore I 
forbear particulars. 

ITie best of the Enemy's horse being broken through and 
through in less than an hour^s dispute, their whole Army being 
put into confusion, it became a total rout ; our men having the 
cheese and execution qf them near eight miles. We believe thai 
upon the place and near about it were about Three-thousand 
slain. Prisoners taken . qf their officers you have this enclosed 
I^ i 9f private soldiers near Ten-thousand. The whole 
baggage and train taken, wherein was good store qf match, 
powder and bullet ; aU their artillery, great and small, — thirty 
guns. We are confident ihey have Ifft behind them not less 
^ 'actuated^' as we now WAte it 
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than Ftfteen-thousand arms. I have already brovght in to me 
near Txxxhhundred colours^ which I herewith send you} WTuU 
officers qf theirs of quality are killedj we yet cannot kam ; hut 
yet surely divers are : and many men qf quaiity are mortally 
woundedy as Colonel Lumsden^ the Lord lAbberton and others. 
Jndj that which is no small addition^ I do not believe we have 
lost twenty men. Not one Commission Officer slain as I hear 
qfy save one Comet ; and Major Rooksby^ since dead qf his 
wounds ; and not many mortal^ wounded .^-^Colonel WhaHey 
only cut in the handwristy and his horse (twice shot) JciHed under 
him ; but he well recovered another horsey and went onin ihe 
chase. 

Thus you have the prospect qfone qfthe most signal mernes 
God hath done Jbr England and His people, this War : — and 
now may it please you to give me the leave qf a Jew words. 
It is easy to say. The Lord haih done this. It would do you 
good to see and hear our poor Jbot to go up and down making 
iheir boast qf God. Bitty Sir, Ws in your handsy and by 
these eminent mercies God puts it more into your hands y To 
give gilory to Him ; to improve your power y and His blessingSy 
to His praise. We thai serve you beg qf you not to own uSy 
— but God alone. We pray you own His people more and 
more ; Jbr they are ihe chariots and horsemen qf Israel. Dis* 
own yourselves ; — but own your Authority ; and improve it to 
curb the proud and the insolenty such as would disturb the 
tranquillity qf England, though under what specious pretences 
soever. Relieve the oppressedy hear the groans qf poor prisoners 
in England. Be pleased to reform the abuses qf aU prqfessions: 
— and if there be any one that makes many poor to make a Jew 

^ They hung long in Westminster Hall ; beside the Preston ones, and still 
others that came. Colonel Pride has been heard to wish, and almost to hope^ 
That the Lawyers* gowns might all be hung up beside the Scots colours yet,— 
and the Lawyers' selves, except some very small and most select needful remnant, 
be ordered peremptorily to disappear £rom those localities, and seek an honest 
trade elsewhere ! (Walker's ffist^ry tf IneUpindiiuy.) 
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rich^ thai suUs not a CommonxceaUh. If He that strengthens 
your servants to fight ^ please to give you hearts to set upon 
these things^ in order to His gUyry^ and the glory of your 
CommantoeaUhj — ^ then'^ besides the benefit England shaB fid 
therdnfy you shaU shine Jbrth to other NaiionSf who shall emulate 
the glory of such a pattern^ and through the poxoer qf God 
turn-in to the like! 

These are our desires. And that you may have liberty and 
opportunity to do these things^ and not be hindered^ we Jusve 
been and shall be (by God's assistance) willing to venture our 
Uves; — and ^^wiW^ not desire you should be precipiUUed by 
trnportunstieSyfi-om your care qf safety and preservation ; but 
ihat the doing qf these good things may have their place 
amongst those which concern weUbekig^^ and so be xer ought in 
iheir time and order. 

Since we came in Scotland, it hath been our deAre and long' 
ing to have avoided blood in this business ; by reason thai God 
Justh a people herefiaring His name, though deceived. And 
to that end have we offered much love unto such, in the bowels 
qf Christ; and concerning the truth qfour hearts therein^ have 
we appealed unto the Lord. The Ministers qf Scotland have 
hindered the passage qf these things to the hearts qf those to 
whom we intended them. And now we hear^ that not only the 
deceived people^ but some qfthe Ministers are alsofitUen in this 
Battle. TTiis is the great hand qf the Lord^ and worthy y 
the consideration qf all those who take into their hands the 
instruments qfafidish shepherd^ — to wity meddling with worldly 
poUcieSy and mixtures qf earthly power y to set up that which 
they call the Kingdom qf Christy which is neither ity nory if it 
were ity would such means be fiund effectual to that endy — -and 
neglecty or trust not to, the Word qf Gody the sword qf the 
Spirit ; which is alone powerful and able for the setting-up qf 
that Kingdom ; andy when trusted tOy will be found fffectuaUy 

^ * Many of them had a Peek at Lawyers generally ' (says learned Bnlstrode in 
these months,— appealing to posterity, almost with tears in his big doll eyes 1). 
* We as yet struggle for being ; which is preliminary, and still more essentiaL 
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able to thai endy amd mU also do U! This is humbly offered 
fir their sokes who have lately too much turned aside: that 
they might return again to preach Jesus Christy according to 
the simplicity of the Gospel; — and then no doubt they will 
discern and find your protection and encouragement. 

Beseeching you to pardon this lengthy I humbly taJce leaoe , 
and resty Sir^ your most obedient servant^ 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

Industrious dull Bulstrode, coining home from the Council 
of State towards Chelsea on Saturday afternoon, is accosted 
on the streets, < near Charing Cross/ by a dusty individual, 
who declares himself bearer of this Letter fit)m my Lord 
Greneral ; and imparts a rapid outline of the probable contents 
to Bulstrode^s mind, which naturally kindles with a certain 
slow solid satisfaction on receipt thereof.^ 

LETTER CXLI 

liETTEB cxxxix., for Sir Arthur, did not go on Monday 
night; and finds now an unexpected conveycmcel — Brand, 
Historian of Newcastle, got sight of that Letter, and of this 
new one enclosing it, in the hands of an old Steward of the 
Haselrigs, grandfather of the present possessor of those 
Documents, some half-century ago ; and happily took copies. 
Letter cxxxix. was autograph, < folded up hastily b^ore 
the ink was quite dry ; — sealed with red wax ^ : of this there 
is nothing autograph but the signature ; and the sealing-wax 
is black. 

FOB THE HONOURABLE SIB ABTHUB HASELBI6, AT NEWCASTLE OB 
ELSEWHEBE : THESE* HASTE, HASTE 

Dunbar^ 4th September lG6a 
iSSr, — You will see by my Enclosed, qf the M of this months 

* Newspapers (in Cromwe/iiana, pp. S7-91). 
^ Whitlocke (2d edition), p. 470 (7th Sept). 
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which was the evening hefbre the Fight, the condition we were 
in cat thoit time. Which I thought fit on purpose to send you, 
that you might see how great and how seasonable our deliver- 
ance and mercy is, by such aggravation. 

Having said my thoughts thereupon to the Parliament I 
shall only give you the narrative of this exceeding mercy ; ^ 
believing the Lord toiU enlarge your heart to a thank/id con- 
sideration thereupon. The least qf this mercy lies not in the 
advantageous consequences which I hope it may produce; of 
glory to God and good to His People^ in the prosecution of 
thai which remains ; unto which this great xoork hath opened 
so fair a way. We have no cause to doubt but, if it shall 
please the Lord to prosper our endeavours, we may find oppor- 
tumties both upon Edinburgh and Leith, — Stirling-Bridge, 
and other such places as the Lord shall lead unto. Even fiur 
above our thoughts ; as this laie and other experiences gives 
good encouragement. 

Wherefore, thai we may not be wanting, I detire you, with 
suchjbrces as you have, Immediately to march to me to Dunbar; 
leaving behind you such of your new Levies cu wiU prevent 
lesser incursions : — ^fbr surely their rout and ruin is so total 
that they wiU not be provided far any thing that is very con- 

siderable. Or rather, which I more incline unto. Thai you 

' would send ThomliTison with the Forces you have ready, and 
this with da possible eojpedition ; and thai you wHl go on xriih 
the remcmder qf the Reserve, — which, upon better thoughts, I 
do not think can weU be done without you. 

Sir, let no time nor opportunity be hst. Surely ifs probable 
the Kirk has done their do.^ I believe their King wiU set-up 
upon his own score now ; wherein he wiU find many friends. 
Taking opportunity offered, — it > our great advantage, through 
God. I need say no more to you on this behalf; but rest, your 
humble servant, OLIVER CROMWELL. 

^ Means the bare staiemmt. In the next sentence, < The least lies not/ is for 
The not least lies. 
* 'doo'inorig. 
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My service to your good Lady. — / think it mil be very Jit 
tJiat you bake Hard-bread agcAn^ considerinff you increase our 
numbers. I pray you do so. — Sir^ I desire you to procure 
about Tliree or Four score Masons^ and ship them to us toith 
aJl speed : for we eocpect that God will suddenly put some places 
into our handSj which we shall have occasion to fortify.* 

LETTER CXLII 

TO THE LOBD PRESIDElTr OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE *. THESE 

Dunbar^ 4th September 1650. 

My Lordi — I have sent the Major-General^ with six regi- 
ments of horse and one qffoot^ towards Edinburgh ; purposing 
{God willing) to follow (ifter^ tomorrow^ with what convenience 
I may. 

We are put to exceeding trouble^ though it be an effect of 
abundant mercy, with the numerousness of our Prisoners ; having 
sofow hands, so many of our men sick ; — so Uttle conveniency 
of deposing of them ; ^ and not, by attendance thereupon, to omit 
the seasonableness of the prosecution of this mercy as Proxndence 
shall direct. We have been constrained, even out of Christi- 
anity, humanity, and the forementioned necessity, to dismiss 
between four and Jive thousand Prisoners, almost starved, sick 
and xoounded ; the remainder, which are the like, or a greater 
number, I amfim to send by a convoy qffofur troops of Colonel 
Hacker's, to Berwick, and so on to Nezocastle, southwards.^ 

* Brand's History of Newcastle^ ii. 489. In Brand's Book there follow Excerpts 
from two other Letters to Sir Arthur ; of which, on inquiry, the present Baronet 
of Nosely Hall unluckily knows nothing farther. The Excerpts, with their 
dates, shall be given presently. 

^ The Prisoners : — sentence ungrammatical, but intelligible. 

* Here are Brand's Excerpts from the two other Letters to Sir Arthur, spoken 
of in the former Note : ' Dunhar^ $tA Sept. 1650 After much delibera- 
tion, we can find no way how to dispose of these Prisoners that will be consisting 
with these two ends : to ¥rit, the not losing them and the not starving them, 
neither of which would we willingly incur, — but by sending them into England.' 

(Brand, it 481.) Edinlmrgh ^th Sept. 165a I hope your Northern 

Guests are come to you by this time. I pray you let humanity be exercised 
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/ thmk JU to acquaini your Lordship with two or three 06- 
servations. Some of the honestest in the Army amoTigst the 
Scots did profess hejbre the Jight^ That they did not believe 
their King in his Declaration ; ^ and it ''s most evident he did 
sign it with as much reluctancy and so much against his heart 
as could be: and yet they venture their lives Jbr him upon this 
account; and publish this ^Declaration^ to the worlds to be 
believed as the act of a person converted^ when in their hearts 
they know he abhorred the doing qfUj atid meant it not. 

I heoTy when the Enemy marched last up to uSythe Ministers 
pressed their Army to interpose between us and home ; the chief 
Officers desiring rcUher that we might have way made, though 
it were by a golden bridge. But the Clergy'' s counsel prevailed^ 
— to their no great comfort^ through the goodness of God. 

The Enemy took a gentleman qf Myor BrowrCs troop 
prisoner i thai night we came to Haddington; and he had 
quarter through Lieutenant-Generai David Lesley^s means ^ 
whoy finding him a man qf courage and parts, laboured with 
him to take up arms. But the man eapressing constancy and 
resolution to this side, the Lieutenant-General caused him to be 
mounted, and with two troopers to ride about to view their 
gallant Army ; using that as an argument to persuade him to 
their side ; and, when this teas done, dismissed tUm to us in a 
bravery. And indeed the day before we Jbught, they did 
express so much insolency and contempt qf us, to some soldiers 
they took, as was beyond apprehension. Your Lordship's most 
hmble servant, OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

towards them : I am penaaded it will be comely. Let the officers be kept at 

Newcastle, some sent to Lymi, some to Chester.' (Ibid. p. 48a) (N9U to 

7%ird Edition.) Letters complete, in Appendix, na 19. 

A frightful accomit of what became of these poor ' Northern Guests' as they 
proceeded ' southwards ' ; how, for sheer hunger, they ate raw-cabbages in the 
* walled garden at Morpeth,' and lay in unspeakable imprisonment in Durham 
Cathedral, and died as of swift pestilence there : In Sir Arthur Haselrif^s Ldttr 
to tho Council of StaU (reprinted, from the old Pamphlets, in ParUmmetUary 
History ^ six. 417). 

^ Open Testimony against the sins of his Father^ see antea, p. 193. 

* Newspapers (in CromwoUianat p. 91). 
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Which high officialities being ended, here are certain glad 
domestic Letters of the same date. 

LETTER CXLIII 

FOB MT BELOVED WIFE ELIZABETH CROMWELL, AT THE COCKPIT : 

THESE 

Donlmrj 4tli September 1650. 

My Dearesiy — I have not leisure to wrUe much. But I could 
chide thee that m numy of thy Letters thou writeet to me^ TTuU 
I should not be urmmdfid of thee and thy little ones. Truly y 
if Ilaoe you not too weUy I think I err not on the other hand 
much. Thou art dearer to me than any creature; let thai 
suffice. 

The Lord fiath showed us an exceeding mercy : — who can 
teU how great it is! My weak Jaith hath been upheld. I 
have been in my inward man marvellously supported ; — though 
I assure theCy I grow an old man^ and Jeel infirmities of age 
marvellously stealing upon me. Would my corruptions did as 
fast decrease! Pray on my behalf in the latter respect. 7^ 
particulars of our late success Harry Vane or Gilbert Pickering 
wiU impart to thee. My lave to aU dear friends. I rest 

^•^» OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

LETTER CXLIV 

FOB MY LOTIKO BBOIHEB BICHARD BiAYOB, ESQUIBE AT HUBSLEY : 

THESE 

Dunbar^ 4th September 1650. 

Dear Brother^ — Having so good an occasion as the impart- 
ing so great a mercy as the Lord has vouchsafed us in Scotland^ 
I would not omit the imparting thereqfto youj tJioygh I bejutt 
<lf business. 

* Copied from the Original by John Hare» Esq., Rosemont Cottage, Clifton. 
Collated with the old Copy in British Museum, Cole Mss. no. 5834, p. 38. * The 
Original was purchased at Strawbeny-HiU Sale ' (Horace Walpole's), ' 30th April 
1842, for Twenty-one guineas.' 
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Upon Wednesday^ we foaghi the Scottish AmAes. They 
were tn number^ according to aU computation^ above Twenty- 
thousand; we hardly Eleoen-thousandy having greai sickness 
upon our Army, J^fter much appealing to God^ the Fight 
lasted above an hour. We TdUed (as most think) Three- 
thousand; took near Ten-thousand prisoner Sy aU their traki^ 
about thirty guns great and smaUy besides buUety maich and 
powdery very considerable OffijcerSy about two-hundred coloursy 
above ten-thousand arms ; — lost not thirty men. This is the 
Lord*s doingy and it is marvellous in our eyes. Good jSir, 
give God all the glory ; stir up all yoursy and all about youy 
to do so. Prayjbr your tiffectionate brothery 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 

I desire my love may be presented to my dear Sister y and 
to all your Family. I pray tell Doll I do not forget her nor 
her little Brai. She writes very cmwAngty and compUmentaUy 
to me; I expect a Letter of plain dealing from her. She is 
too modest to teU me whether she breeds or not. I wish a 
blessing upon her and her Husband. The Lord make them 
fruitful in all tfuWs good. They are at leisure to write 
qften ; — btU indeed they are both idle, and worthy of blame.* 



LETTER CXLV 

A PIOUS Word, shot off to Ireland, for Son Ireton and the 
< dear Friends ^ fighting for the same Cause there. That they 
may rejoice with us, as we have done with them : none knows 
but they may have ^ need ^ again ^ of mutual experiences for 
refreshment.' 



* ' Wedensd.' in the OriginaL A carious proof of the baste and confusion 
Cromwell was in. The Battle was on TWi^/,— yesterday, 3rd September 1650 ; 
indisputably Tuesday ; and he is now writing on Wednesday 1 — 

* Harris, p. 513 ; one of the Posey stock, the last now but three. 
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** TO LIEUTENAKr-GEKERAL IRETON, DEPUTY-UEUTENANT OF 
IRELAND: THESE ^ 

Dunbar^ 4th September 1650. 
«Sir, — Though I hear net often from youy yet I know you 

forget me not. Think so qf me ^^ too^ ; for I often remember 

you cU the Throne qf Grace. — / heard of the Lord's good hand 
vriih you in reducing Waierfbrdy Dwncamnon^ and Caiherlogh:^ 
His Name be praised. 

We have been engaged upon a Service the foUest qf trial 
ever poor creatures were upon. We made great professions 
of looe ; knowvng we xvere to deal with many who were Godly ^ 
and *^ who"" pretended to be stumbled at our Invasion : — indeed^ 
our bowels were pierced again and again ; the Lord helped us 
to sweet xvordSf and in sincerity to mean them. We were 
rejected again ofnd again; yet stiU we begged to be believed 
thai we loved them as our own souls ; they often returned evU 

for good. We prayed for security ;* they would not hear or 
answer a word to that. We made qften appeals to God; they 
appealed also. We xoere near engagements three or four tkneSy 
but they lay upon advantages. A heavy flux foil upon our 
Army ; brought it very low^—fo-om Fourteen to Eleven thour- 
sand: Thru-thousand flve-hvAfidred horse^ afnd Seven-thousand 

five-hundred foot. The Enemy Siaieen-thousand foot, and 
Six-thousand horse. 

The Enemy prosecuted the advantage. We were neces^ 
sitated; and upon September* the 8(2, by six in the mmmng, 
we attempted their Army : — after a hot dispute for about an 
hour J we routed their whole Army; killed near TTiree-tfiousand; 
and tooky as the Marshal informs me. Ten-thousand prisoners ; 
their whole Train, being about thirty pieces, great and smaU ; 
good store of powder, match and bullet ; near TuKhhundred 

^ ' Catherlogh ' is Carlow : Narrative of these captures (loth August zojo) in 
a Letter from Ireton to the Speaker (ParliamMtary History, six. 334-7). 
' Begged of them some security against Charles Stuart's designs upon England, 
> <7ber' he writes. 
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Colours. I am perstuxded near FifUenrthousand Arms l^ 
upon the ground. And I believe^ though many of ours be 
wounded, we lost not above Thirty men. Before the Fight our 
condition was made very sad, the Enemy greatly insulted and 
menaced ^^us^; but the Lord upheld us xmih comfort in Himself^ 
beyond ordinary experience. 

I knowing the acquainting you with this greai handiwork 
qfthe Lord would stir-up your minds to praise and rejoicing; 
and not knowing but your condition may require mutual experi- 
ences Jbr refreshment ; and knowing also that the news we had 
qfyour successes was matter qfhelp to ourJaUh in our distress, 
and matter qf praise also, — I thought JU {though in the midst 
qf much business) to give you this account of the unspeakable 
goodness of the Lord, who hath thus appeared, to the glory 
of His great Name, and the refreshment of His Saints. 

The Lord bless you, and us, to return praises ; to live ihem 
all our days. Salute all our dear Friends with you, as if I 
named them. I fiave no more ; — Imt rest, your loving JiUher 
and truejriend, 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

We observe there are no regards to Bridget Ireton, no news 
or notice of her, in this Letter. Bridget Ireton is at London, 
safe from these wild scenes ; far from her husband, far from 
her Father : — ^will never see her brave Husband more. 



LETTER CXLVI 

DuBirATiKo Wharton must not let < success ^ too much sway 
him ; yet it were fit he took notice of these things : he, and 
idle Norton whom we know, and Montague of Hinchinbrook, 
and others. The Lord Greneral, for his own share, has a 
better ground than < success ^ ; has the direct insight of his 

* Russell*f Life of Cromwell (Edinburgh, 1829; forming vols. 46, 47 of 
ConstabUs Miscellany)^ iL 317-19. Does not say whence ; — Letter undoubtedly 
genuine. 
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own soul, such as suffices him, — such as all souls to which 
* the inspiration of the Almighty giveth' understanding,^ are or 
may be capable of, one would think I 

FOB THE BIGHT HOKOUBABLE THB LOBD WHABTOX : THESE 

Dunlmr^ 4th September 1660. 

My dear Lord, — Ay^poor I laoe you I Love you the Lord: 
take heed qf disputing! — / woe untoward when I spake last 
with you in St. Jameses Park. I spake cross in staitmg << my ^ 
grounds : I spake to my judgings qf you ; which were : Thai 
youy — shaU I name others f — Henry Lawrence^ Robert Ham- 
mondj etc.y had ensnared yourselves with disputes. 

I believe you desired to be satisJUd; and had tried and 
doubted your ^^ovm^ sincerities. It was well. But upright- 
nessy if it be not purely qf God, may bCy nay commonly is^ 
deceived. The fjord persuade youy and all my dear Friends i 

The results of your thoughts concerning late TVansactions I. 
know to be mistakes qf yours, by a better argument than success. 
Let not your engaging too for upon your own judgments be 
your temptation or snare: much less ^let^ success, — lest you 
should be thought to return upon less noble arguments} It is 
in my heart to write the same things to Norton, Montague and 
others: I pray you read or communicaie these fooUsh Unes to 
them. I have known my JoOy do good, when ctffection has 
overcome * my reason. I pray you judge me sincere, — lest a 
prejudice should be put upon after advantages. 

How gracious has the Lord been in this great Business! 
Lord, hide not Thy mercies foom our eyes! — 

My service to Ae dear Lady. I rest, your humble servant, 

OLIVER OBJOMWELL.* 

^ Decide ts the essence of the matter is ; neither persist nor 'return ' upon 
f&UadouSy saperfidali or external considerations. 

' ontnm. 

* GtntUmsui^s Magaum (London, 1814), Ixzxiy. 419. Does not say whence 
or how. 

TOL, H. P 
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LETTERS CXLVII — CXLIX 

Of these Letters, the first Two, with their Replies and 
Adjuncts, Six Missives in aU, form a Pamphlet published at 
Edinburgh m 1660, with the Title: Several Letters and 
Pauages between his Excellency the Lord General Cromwell 
and the Gooemor qf Edinburgh Castle. They have been 
reprinted in various quarters : we copy the Cromwell part of 
them from Thurloe ; and fancy they will not much need any 
prefiace. Here are some words, written elsewhere on the 
occasion, some time ago. 

'These Letters of Cromwell to the Edinburgh Clergy, treat- 
ing of obsolete theologies and polities, are very dull to modem 
men : but they deserve a steady perusal by all such as will 
understand the strange meaning (for the present, alas, as good 
as obsolete in all forms of it) that possessed the mind of 
Cromwell in these hazardous operations of his. Dryasdust, 
carrying his learned eye over these and the like Letters, finds 
them, of course, full of ^ hypocrisy,^ etc etc — ^Unfortunate 
Dryasdust, they are coruscations, terrible as lightning, and 
beautiful as lightning, from the innermost temple of the 
Human Soul ; — ^mtimations, still credible, of what a Human 
Soul does mean when it believes in the Highest ; a thing poor 
Dryasdust never did nor will do. The hapless generation that 
now reads these words ought to hold its peace when it has 
read them, and sink into unutterable reflections, — not unmixed 
with tears, and some substitute for ^ sackcloth and ashes,^ if 
it liked. In its poor canting sniffing flimsy vocabulary there is 
no word that can make any response to thenu This man has 
a living god-inspired soul in him, not an enchanted artificial 
<^ substitute for salt,^ as our fashion is. They that have 
human eyes can look upon him ; they that have only owl-eyes 
need not^ 

Here also are some sentences on a favourite topic, lightning 
and light. < As lightning is to light, so is a Cromwell to a 
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Shakspeare. The light is beautifuler. Ah, yes ; but untQ, 
by lightning and other fierce labour, your foul Chaos has 
become a World, you cannot have any light, or the smallest 
chance for any ! Honour the Amphion whose music makes 
the stones, rocks, and big blocks dance into figures, into 
domed cities, with temples and habitations : — yet know him 
too ; how, as Volker^s in the old Nibelungeny oftentimes his 
" fiddlebow ^ has to be of ** sharp steel,** and to play a tune 
very rough to rebellious ears ! The melodious Speaker is 
great, but the melodious Worker is greater than he. <<Our 
time,** says a certain author, ^ cannot speak at all, but only 
cant and sneer, and argumentatively jargon, and recite the 
multiplication-table. Neither as yet can it work, except at 
mere railroads and cotton-spinning. It will, apparently, 
return to Chaos soon; and then more lightnings will be 
needed, lightning enough, to which Cromwell*s was but a mild 
matter ; — ^to be followed by light, we may hope ! ** * — 

The following Letter from Whalley, with the Answer to 
it, will introduce this series. The date is Monday ; the Lord 
Greneral observing yesterday that the poor Edinburgh people 
were sadly short of Sermon, has ordered the Commissaiy- 
Greneral to communicate as follows : 

< FOB THE HOKOUBABLE THB 60VEBK0B OF THE CASTUE OF 
EDINBUB6H 

'Edinburgh, 9Ui September 1050. 
^ Sir, — ^I received command from my Lord General to desire 
you to let the Ministers of Edinburgh, now in the Castle with 
you, know. That they have free liberty granted them, if they 
please to take the pains, to preach in their several Churches ; 
and that my Lord hath given special command both to officers 
and soldiers that they shall not in the least be molested 
Sir, I am, your most humble servant, 

* Edward Whallet.' 
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To which straightway there is this Answer from Grovemor 
Dundas: 

* " TO OOMiaSSA&Y-GENEBAL WHALLEY " 

' ^' Edinburgh Castle," 9Ui September 1650. 

^ Sir, — ^I have communicated the desire of your Letter to 
such of the Ministers of Edinburgh as are with me; who 
have desired me to return this for Answer : 

^ That though they are ready to be spent in their Master^s 
service, and to refuse no suffering so they may fulfil their 
ministry with joy ; yet perceiving the persecution to be 
personal, by the practice of your Party ^ upon the Ministers 
of Christ in England and Ireland, and in the Kingdom of 
Scotland since your unjust Invasion thereof; and finding 
nothing expressed in yours whereupon {o build any security 
for their persons while they are there, and for their return 
hither ; — ^they are resolved to reserve themselves for better 
times, and to wait upon Him who hath hidden His face for a 
while from the sons of Jacob. 

< This is all I have to say, but that I am. Sir, your most 
humble servant, W. Dundas.^ 

To which somewhat sulky response Oliver makes Answer in 
this notable manner : 



LETTER CXLVII 

FOB THE HONOUBABLE THE GOVEBNOB OF THE CASTLE OF 
SDIKBUB6H : THESE 

Edinburgh, 9Ui September 1650, 

iSSr, — The kindnesi qffered to the Ministers with you was 

done xffUh ingenuity;^ thinking it might have met wUh the like: 

butlim satisfied to tOl those with you. Thai if their Master's 

service (as they call U) were chiefly m thAr eye^ imagination qf 

^ Sectarian Party, of Independents. ' Means always in^iimtsmif. 
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9uffering'^ would not have caused such a return; much less 
** would ^ the practice of our Party ^ cu they are pkased to 
sayy upon ihe Ministers of Christ in England, have been an 
argument of personal persecution. 

The Ministers in England are supported, and have liberty 
to preach the Gospel; though not to rail, nor, under pretence 
thereof, ^ to overtop the Civil Power, or debase it as ihey please. 
No man halh been troubled in England or Ireland Jbr precuih- 
ing the Gospel; nor has any Minister been molested in Scotland 
since the coming of the Army hither. The speaking truth 
becomes the Ministers qf Christ. 

When Ministers pretend to a glorious Reformation; and lay 
the foundations thereof in getting to themselves worldly poxoer ; 
and can make worldly mixtures to accomplish the same, such as 
tJieir late Agreement with their King; and hope by him to 
carry-on their design, ^Hhey^ may know that the Sum promised 
will not be built with such untempered mortar. 

As Jbr the unfust Invasion they mention, time was * when 
an Army qf Scotland came into England, not called by the 
Supreme Authority. We have said, in our Papers, with what 
hearts, and upon what account, we came ; and ihe Lord hath 
heard us^ though you would not, upon as solemn an appeal as 
any experience can parallel. 

And although they seem to comfort themselves with being 
sons qf Jacob, Jrom whom {they say) God hath hid His face 
for a time ; yet if^s no wonder when the Lord haih Ufted up 
His hand so eminently against a Family as He hath done so 
often against this,^ and men wiU not see His hand, — ^^ifs no 
wonder'^ if the Lord hide His face from such ; putting them to 
shame both Jbr U and their haired qf His people, as it is this 
day. When they purely trust to the Sword qf the Spirit, 
which is the Word qf God, which is powerful to bring down 
strongholds and every imagination that exalts itself, — which 

^ Fear of personal damage. * Of preaching the GotpeL 

' 1648, Duke Hamilton's time ; to say nothing of 1640 and other times. 
^ At DmibtTy iiz days ago. ' Of the Stuarts. 
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cUcme u able to square andJU the stones Jbr the new Jerusalem ; 
— then and not before, and by thai means and no other j shall 
Jerusalem^ the City qf the Lord, which is to be the praise of 
the whole Earth, be buili ; the Sion qf the Holy One qf 
Israel. 

I have nothing to sea/ to you but thai I am. Sir, your 
humble seroani, ^^^^^ OBOMWELL.* 

The Scotch Clergy never got such a reprimand since they 
first took ordination! A very dangerous radiance blazes 
through these eyes of my Lord Greneral\ — destructive to the 
owl-dominion in Edinburgh Castle and elsewhere ! 

Let Dundas and Company reflect on it. Here is their 
ready Answer : still of the same day. 

< « TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD CROMWELLy COMMANDER- 
IN-CHIEF OF THE ENGLISH ARMY ^ 

' " Edinburgh Castle/ Mk September 1650. 

^ My Lord, — ^Yours I have communicated to those with me 
whom it concerned ; who desire me to return this Answer : 

^That their ingenuity in prosecuting the ends of the 
Covenant, according to their vocation and place, and in adher- 
ing to their first principles, is well known ; and one of their 
greatest regrets is that they have not been met with the like. 
That when Ministers of the Grospel have been imprisoned, 
deprived of their benefices, sequestrated, forced to flee &om 
their dwellings, and bitterly threatened, for their faithful 
declaring the will of Grod against the godless and wicked pro- 
ceedings of men, — ^it cannot be accoimted ^ an imaginaiy fear 
of suffering^ in such as are resolved to follow the like freedom 
and faithfulness in discharge of their Master^s message. That 
it savours not of " ingenuity " to promise liberty of preaching 
the Gospel, and to limit the Preachers thereof, that they must 
not speak against the sins and enormities of Civil Powers; 
* Thnrloe, L 159 ; Pamphlet at Edinburgh. 
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rinoe their commission carrieth them to speak the Word of 
the Lord mito, and to reprove the sins of, persons of all 
ranks, &om the highest to the lowest. That to impose the 
name of ^^ railing^ upon such faithful freedom was the old 
practice of Malignants, against the Ministers of the Gospel, 
who laid open to people the wickedness of their ways, lest 
men should be ensnared thereby. 

^That their consciences bear them record, and all their 
hearers do know, that they meddle not with Civil Affairs, 
farther than to hold forth the rule of the Word, by which 
the straightness and crookedness of men^s actions are made 
evident. But they are sorry they have such cause to r^ret 
that men of mere Civil place and employment should usurp 
the calling and employment of the Ministry : ^ to the scandal 
of the Reformed Eirks ; and, particularly in Scotland, contrary 
to the government and discipline therein established, — ^to the 
maintenance whereof you are bound, by the Solemn League 
and Covenant. 

* Thus far they have thought fit to vindicate their return 
to the offer in Colonel WhiJley's Letter. The other part of 
yours, which concerns the Public as well as them, they con- 
ceive hath all been answered sufficiently in the public Papers 
of the State and Kirk. Only to that of the success upon your 
^ solemn appeal,^ they say again, what was said to it before. 
That they have not so learned Christ as to hang the equity 
of their Cause upon events ; but desire to have their hearts 
established in the love of the Truth, in all the tribulations 
that befall them. 

< I only do add that I am, my Lord, your most humble 
servant, W. Dukdas.^ 

On Thursday follows Oliver's answer, — ^^very inferior in 
composition,' says Dryasdust; — composition not being quite 
the trade of Oliver ! In other respects, sufficiently superior. 

^ Certain of our Soldiers and Officers preach ; very many of them can preach, 
^«nd greatly to the purpose too I 
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LETTER CXLVIII 

FOB. THE OOVE&NOE OF EDINBURGH CASTLE : THESE 

Edinburgli, 12th September 1060 
iSir, — Because I am ai some reasonable good leisure^ I 
cannot let such gross mistakes and inconsequential reawnmgs 
pass wUhout some notice taken qfthem. 

And Jbrst^ their ingenmty in relation to the Covenant,Jbr 
which they commend themselves^ doth no more justify their want 
qf ingenuity in answer to Colonel WhalUjfs Christian offer ^ 
concerning which my Letter charged them with guiUiness 
^and^ deJuAency, than their bearing witness to themselves qf 
ihar adhering to their first principles^ and ingenuity in 
prosecuting the ends qf the Covenant^ justifies them so to have 
done merely because they say so. They must give more leave 
henc^brsoards ; Jbr Christ will have ii so, nill they, will they. 
And they must have patience to have the truth qf their doctrines 
and sayings tried by the sure touchstone qfthe Ward qfGod. 
And if there be a liberty and duty qf trial, there is a liberty qf 
judgment also Jor them that nuK/ and ought to try: which 
being^ so, they must give others leave to think and say that 
they can appeal to equal judges. Who have been the truest 
JidfiUers qfthe most real and equitable ends qfthe Covenant f 

But if these Gentlemen do ' assume to themselves to be the 
infaOStlle ewpositors qf the Covenant, as ihey do too much to 
their auditories ^ to be the infzUible expositors'^ qf the Scriptures 
^^also^ counting a different sense and judgment from theirs 
Breach qf Covenant and Heresy, — no marvel they judge qf 
others so authoritatively and severely. But we have not so 
learned Christ. We look at Ministers as helpers qf, not lords 
aoer, God's people. I appeal to their consciences, whether any 
^ person"^ trying their doctrines, and dissenting, shall not 
incur the censure qf Sectary f And what is this but to deny 
Christians their liberty, and assume the In/hUible Chair f What 
I «if"inorig. « "whichdo"morig.; dW^ " which." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1050] LETTER CXLVIIL EDINBURGH 888 

doth he wham we would noi be ykened tmto^ do more than 
ihief 

In the second place, U is affirmed thai the * Ministers qf the 
Gospel have been imprisoned, deprived qf their benefices, se- 
questered, Jbrced tojfyjrom their dweOings, and bUterlg/ threat- 
ened, Jbr their faith/U declaring qf the will qf God' ; thai 
they have been limited thai they might not ^ specie against the 
sins and enormities qf the CivU Powers'"; that to ^impose the 
name qf railing upon suchjmthfidjreedom was the old practice 
qf Malignants against the Preachers qf the Gospel^ etc. — 
^^ Now ^ if the CivU Authority, or thai part qf it which con- 
tinued^hfid to their trust,^ ^md"^ true to the ends qf the 
Covenant, did, in answer to their consciences, turn-out a Tyrant, 
in a way which the Christians in qfterOmes will mention wUh 
honour, and aU T\/rants in the world look at with Jiar ; and 
**if^ while matny thousands qf saints in England rejoice to 
think qf it, and have received Jrom the hand qf God a Uberty 
from the fear qf like usurpations, and have cast-off him * who 
trod in his Faiher'^s steps, doing imschitfasjar as he was able 
{whom you have received like fire into your bosom, — qf which 
God wiM, I trust, in time make you sensible): if,^I say^ 
Ministers railing at the CivU Power, and calling them mur^ 
derers and the Uke Jbr doing these things, have been dealt 
with as you mention, — wUl this be Jbund a * personal perse- 
cution'^t Or is sin so, because they say sot^ They that 
acted this great Business ^ have given a reason qf their Jaith 
in the action ; and some here ^ are ready farther to do it against 
aU gainsay ers. 

But it will be Jbund that these reprovers do not only make 
themselves the judges and determiners qf sin, that so they may 
reprove ; but they also took liberty ^ to stir-up the people to 
blood and arms ; and would hax)e brought a xvar upon England, 
as hath been upon Scotland, had not God prevented it. And if 

^ The Pope. * When Pride purged them. 

* Your Charles II.» as 70a call him. ^ Because you call it so. 

" Of judging Charles first * I for ooe. ' In 164S. 
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such severity as hath been expressed towards them be worth/ of 
the name qf ^personal persecution^'* let all uninterested men 
judge: *^and^ whether the caMng of the practice ^raXUng^ 
be to be paralleled with the Malignant^ imputation upon the 
Ministers /or speaking against the Popish Innovations in the 
Prelates* timss^ and the ^^ other^ tyramAcal and wicked practices 
then onjbotj let your own consciences mind you! The Roman 
Emperors, in ChrisCs and his Apostles* timeSf were usurpers 
and intruders upon the Jewish State : yet what Jbotstep ' have 
ye either qf our blessed Saviour'^s so much as willingness to the 
dividing qf an inheritance, or their • " ever " meddling in that 
kindt TTUs was not practised by the Church since our Saviour'*s 
time, tin Antichrist, assuming the Infallible Chair, and aU that 
he called Church to be under him, practised this authoritatively 
over Civil Governors. The way to Jidfil your Ministry Bwtik 
joy is to preach the Gospel ; which I widi some who take pleasure 
in reproofs at a venture, do not fir get too much to do! 

Hiirdly, you say. You have just cause to regret thai men 
qf Civil employments should usurp the calling and employment 
qf the Ministry ; to the scandal qf the Reformed Kirks. — Are 
you troubled thai Christ is preached f Is preaching so ex^ 
dusively your Junction f ^ Doth it scandalise the Reformed 
Kirks, and Scotland in particular f Is it against the Cove- 
nant f Away with the Covenant, if this be so! I thought, 
the Covenant and these ^^ professors qf if^ could have been 
willing that any should speak good qf the name qf Christ: if 
not, it is no Covenant qf God's approving ; nor are these Kirks 
you mention insomuch ^ the Spouse qf Christ. Where do you 
find in the Scripture a ground to warrant such an assertion, 
TTiat PreacJnng is exclusively your Junction 1 ITiough an 
Approbation from men hath order in it, and may do well ; yet 

^ O Olhrer, my Lord General, the Lindley-Morray composition here is 
dreadful; the meaning struggling, like a strong swimmer, in an element Tery 
viscous 1 

• Vesdge. » The AposUes'. 

' ' so inclusive in your function/ means that 

' So &r as their notion of the Covenant goes. 
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he that haih no better wammt them thai^ hath none at aJL I 
hope He that ascended up on Ugh may give His gifts to 
whom He pleases : and if those gifts be the seal of Mission^ be 
not ^jfou'^ envious though Eldad and Medad prophesy. You 
know who bids us covet earnestly the best gifts, but chiefly 
that we may prophesy ; wJAch the Apostle explains there to be 
a speaking to instruction and edification and comfort^ — which 
speakings the instructedj the edified and comforted can best tell 
the energy and effect of ** and say whether it is genuine.^ If 
such evidence be, I say again. Take heed you envy not Jbr 
your own sokes ; lest you be guilty of a greater JuuU than 
Moses reproved in Joshua Jbr envying Jbr his sake. 

Indeed, you err through mistaking of the Scriptures. 
Approbation ^ is an act qf conveniency in respect qf order ; not 
of necessity, to give JacuUy to preach the Gospel. Your 
pretended Jear lest Error should step in, is like the man who 
would keep all the wine out the couifdry lest men should be 
drunk. It wiU be Jbund an unjust and unwise jealousy, to 
deprive a man qfhis natural liberty upon a supposition he may 
abuse it. When he doth abuse it, judge. If a man speck 
JooUshJy, ye suffer him gladly^ because ye are wise; if 
erroneously, the truth more appears by your conviction ^^qf 
him.^ Stop such a moffCs mouth by sound words which carmot 
be gainsaid. If he speak blasphenumsly, or to the disturbance 
qf the pubUc peace, let the CivU Magistrate punish him : if 
truly, rejoice in the truth. And if you wUl call our spedkings 
together since we came into Scotland, — to provoke one another 
to lave and good works, to Jbith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
repentance from dead works ; ^and^ to charity and love 
towards you, to pray and mowm Jbr you, and Jbr your bitter 
returns to ^ our love qf you^ and your incredulity qf our 
prqfesAons qf love to you, qf the truth qf which toe have made 
our solemn and humble appeals to the Lord our God, which He 
haih heard and borne witness to : if you will caU ^^ these^ things 

^ Or say * OrdinatioDy' Solemn Approbation and Appointment by men. 
' Wiih a patient ▼ictorious feeling* 
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sccmdalous to the Kirlcj and against the CovenafU, because done 
by men qf Civil cdllingey — roe rgoice in them, notwOhetandmg 
what you say. 

For a condusion : In answer to the witness qfGod upon our 
solemn Appeal^ you say you have not so learned Christ ^^as^ 
to hang the equity of your Cause vpon events. We^ ^Jbr our 
part^ could wish blindness have not been upon your eyes to all 
those marvellous dispensations which God hath lately wrought 
in England. Bui did not you solemn^ appeal and prayf 
Did not we do so toot And ought not you and we to think^ 
withjear and tremblingj of the hand of the Great God in this 
mighty and strange appearance qf His; instead of sUghHy 
calling it an ^ event ^ / ' Were not both your and our etcpecta- 
tions renewed Jrom time to timCy whilst we waited upon God, to 
see which way He would mantfest Him^lf upon our appeals f 
And shall we, qfler aU these our prayers^ JastingSj tearSj ex- 
pectations and solemn appeals, call these bare ^events'*? The 
Lord pity you. 

Surely we, ^Jbr our part^ fear ; because it hath been a 
merci/id and gracious deliverance to us. I beseech you, in the 
bowels qf Christ, search after ihe mind qfihe Lord in it towards 
you; and we shall help you by our prayers; that- you may 
find it out : for yet {if we know our hearts at aU) our bowels 
do, in Christ Jesus, yearn cfter the Godly in Scotland. We 
know there are stumblmg-hlocks which hinder you : the personal 
prejudices you have taken up against us^ and our ways, 
wherein we cannot but think some occasion has been given,* 
and for which we mourn: the apprehension you have that we 
have hindered (he glorious Reformation you think you were 
upon : — I am persuaded these and such-Uke bind you upfoom 
an understanding, and yielding to, the mind qf God, in this 

^ At Dunbar. * < bat can slightly call it an event' in orig. 

* Me, Oliyer Cromwell. 

' I have often, in Parliament and elsewhere, been crabbed towards your hide- 
bound Presbyterian Formula ; and given it many a fillq), not thinking sufficiently 
what good withal was in it. 
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great day of His power and visitation. And^ if I he rigkthf 
infbrmedj ihe late Blow you received i$ attributed to prqfane 
counsels and conduct, and mixtvres ^ in your Army^ and such- 
like. The natural man zcill not find out the cause. Look up 
to the Lord, that He may teU it you. Which that He would 
do, shaU be the Jervent prayer of, your loving fiiend and 

^^^^^> OUVBR OBOMWELL. 

^P.S.'^ These ^JbUowing'^ Queries are sent not to reproach 
you, hU in the love qf Christ laying them before you; we 
being persuaded in the Lord that there is a truth in them. 
Which we earnestly desire may not be laid aside unsought after, 
from any prgvdice either against the things themeelves, or ihe 
unworthiness or weakness qf the person thai offers them. If 
you turn at the Lord's reproqfs. He wiU pour-out His Spirit 
upon you ; and you shaU understand His words ; and they wiU 
guide you to a blessed Rtformation indeed^ — even to one 
according to the Word, and such as the people qf God waitjbr : 
wherein you tmU find us and aU saints ready to rejoice, and 
serve you to the utmost in our places and ccdUngs.* 

Enclosed is the Paper of Queries; to which this Editor, 
anxious to bring-out my Lord-General^s sense, will take the 
great liberty to intercalate a word or two of Commentaiy as 
we read* 

QUERIES 

1. Whether the Lord's controversy be not both against the 
Jdinisters in Scotlcmd and in England, fi/r their wresting and 
straining ^qf the Covenant,^ and employing^ the Covenant 
agakist the Godly and Saints in England (qf the same fidth 
with them in every Jundamental) even to a hitter persecution ; 

> Admission of ^igagen and ungodly people. 

' 'glorious Reformation,' 'blessed Refbnnation,' etc are phrases load and 
enrrent everywhere, especially among the Scotch, for ten years {Mst. 
* Thnrloe, i. 158-1^ * ' imprmng' in 01^. 
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and 90 making thai which, in the main intention, was SpirOtial, 
to serve Politics and Carnal ends, — even in thai part especially 
which was Sptritiud, and did look to the gion/ qf God, and the 
comfort qfHis People t 

The meaning of your Covenant was, that God^s glory 
should be promoted: and yet how many zealous Preachers, 
unpresbyterian but real Promoters of Grod'^s glory, have you, 
by wresting and strainmg of the verbal phrases of the 0:>ve- 
nant, found means to menace, eject, afflict and in eveiy way 
discourage! — 

2. Whether the Lord's contraoersy be not for your and ihe 
Ministers in England's suUenness at <^ Gods great providences,"^ 
and ^yotir^ darkening and not beholding the glory qfGods 
wonderfid dispensations in this series qf His providences in 
England, Scotland and Ireland, both now and formerly, — 
through envy ai instruments, and because ihe things did not 
work forth your Platform, and ihe Great God did not come 
down to your minds and thoughts f 

This is well worth yoiur attention. Periiaps the Great Grod 
means something other and farther than you yet imagine. 
Peiliaps in His infinite Thought, and Scheme that reaches 
through Eternities, there may be elements which the West- 
minster Assembly has not jotted down? Perhaps these 
reverend learned persons, debating at Four shillings and 
sixpence a day, did not get to the bottom of the Bottomless, 
after all? Perhaps this Universe was not entirely built 
according to the Westminster Shorter Catechism, but by other 
ground-plans withal, not yet entirely brought to paper any- 
where, in Westminster or out of it, that I hear of? O my 
reverend Scotch friends ! — 

8. Whether your carrying-on a Reformation, so much by 
you spoken qf, have not probably been subject to some mistakes 
in your own judgments about some parts qfihe same, — laying 
so much stress thereupon as hath been a temptation to you even 
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to break the Law of Lovey ^^ the greatest qf aU laws^ towards 
your brethren^ and those ** wfiom^ Christ hcdh regenerated ; even 
to the reviling and persecuting qf them, and to stirring-up qf 
wicked men to do, the sameyfar Forvis sake, or but ^^Jbr^ some 
parts qfiif 

A helpless lumbering sentence, but with a noble meaning 
in it 

4. Whether if your Refbrmation be so perfect and so 
sptritiudj be indeed the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus^ it wUl need 
such carnal policies ^ such fleshly mixtures^ siich unsincere actings 
as ** some qf these are^f To pretend to cry-down aU MaKg" 
nants ; and yet to receive and set-up the Head qf them ^* aU^ 
and to act Jbr the Kingdom qf Christ in his name^ and upon 
advantage thereqff And to publish so false a Paper^ so fill 
qf special pretences to piety ^ as the frvkt and effect qf his 
^repentamccj — to deceive the minds qf aU the Godly m 
England^ Ireland and Scotland; youy in your own consciences, 
knowing with whal regret he did it, and with what impor- 
tvmties and threctts he was brought to do it, and how much to 
this very day he is against Uf And whether this be not a 
high provocation qf the Lord, in so grossly dissemblmg with 
Him and His people f* 

Yes, you can consider that, my Friends ; and think, on the 
whole, what kind of course you are probably getting into ; 
steering towards a Kingdom of Jesus Christ with Charles 
Stuart and Mrs. Barlow at the helm ! 

The Scotch Clergy reply, through Grovemor Dundas, still 
in a sulky unrepentant manner, that they stick by their old 
opinions; that the Lord General^s arguments, whidi would 

^ Charles Stuart's : a very questionable ' name ' for any Kingdom of Christ to 
act upon 1 
' The DeclaraiUHt or testimony against his Father's sins. 
* Thurloe, i. i58-i6a. 
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not be hard to answer a second time, have already been 
answered amply, by anticipation, in the public Manifestos of 
the Scottish Nation and Eii^; — ^that, in short, he hath a 
longer sword than they for the present, and the Scripture 
says ^ There is one event to the righteous and the wicked,^ 
whidi may probably accoimt for Dunbar, and some other 
phenomena. Here the correspondence closes ; his Excellency 
on the morrow morning (Friday 18th September 1650) 
finding no ^ reasonable good leisure ** to unfold himself farther, 
in the way of paper and ink, to these men. There remain 
other ways ; the way of cannon-batteries and Derbyshire 
miners. It is likely his Excellency will subdue the bodies of 
these men ; and the imconquerable mind will then follow if 
it can. 

PROCLAMATION 

* Whereas it hath pleased God, by His gracious providence 

< and goodness, to put the City of Edinburgh and the Town 

< of Leith imder my power : And although I have put forth 

< several Proclamations, since my coming into this Coimtry, to 

* the like effect with this present : Yet for farther satisfaction 

< to all those whom it may concern, I do hereby again publish 

< and declare, 

< That all the Inhabitants of the country, not now being or 
^ continuing in arms, shall have free leave and liberty to come 
^ to the Army, and to the City and Town aforesaid, with their 
^ cattle, com, horse, or other commodities or goods whatsoever ; 
^ and shall there have free and open markets for the same ; 
^ and shall be protected in their persons and goods, in coming 
^and returning as aforesaid, from any injury or violence of 
^ the Soldiery imder my command ; and shall also be protected 
^ in their req)ective houses. And the Citizens and Inhabitants 

* of the said City and Town shall and hereby likewise have ^ 
' free leave to vend and sell their wares and commodities ; and 

> Grammar irremediable I 
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< shall be protected from the plunder and violence of the 

* Soldiers. 

^ And I do hereby require all Officers and Soldiers of the 

* Army imder my command, To take due notice hereof, and 

< to yield obedience hereto. As they will answer the contrary 
^ at their utmost peril. 

^ Given under my hand at Edinburgh, the 14th of 

< September 1650. Ouvek Cromwell. 

* To be proclaimed in Leith and Edinburgh, by soimd of 

* trumpet and beat of drum.^ ^ 

listen, and be reassured, ye ancient Populations, though 
your Clergy sit obstinate on their Castle-rock, and your Stuart 
King has vanished 1 — ^While this comfortable oyez-oyez goes 
soimding through the ancient streets, my Lord Greneral is 
himself just getting on march again ; as the next Letter will 
testify. 

LETTER CXLIX 

The Lord Greneral, leaving the Clergy to meditate his 
Queries in the seclusion of their Castle-rock, sets off west- 
ward, on the second day after, to see whether he cannot at 
once dislodge the Governing Committee-men and Covenanted 
King ; and get possession of Stirling, where they are busily 
endeavouring to rally. This, he finds, will not answer, for 
the moment. 

^ TO THE BIGHT HONOUEABLE THE LOBD FRESIIOMT OF THE 
COUNCIL OF STATE : THESE ^ 

EdinbuTgh, 2^>th September 16M>. 
^ * * On Saturday the 14^ mstanif we marched 
six miles towards Stirlmg; and, by reason of the badness qfike 

* King's Fkmphlets, small 4to, no. 479, art 16 (*The Lord General Cromwell 
kis March to Stirling : being a Diary of' etc ' Published by Authority % 

VOL. IT. <^ 
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waySf were Jbrced to send back two pieces of our greaiest or- 
tiUert/. The day JbUowing^ we marched to LirdUhgow^ not 
being Me to go Jmiher by reason of much ram ihatJeU that 
day. On the 16thj we marched to FdOArk; and the next 
day JbUowing, within cannon-^hot of Stirling; — where, upon 
Wednesday the 18/A, ovr Army was drawn Jbrih, and all 
things in readiness to storm the Town. 

But Jbiding the work very d^fficuU; they having in ihe 
Town Two-thousand horse and more foot ; and the place 
standing upon a river not navigable for shipping to relieve 
ihe samCf ^^so thai^ we could not, wUh safety y make it a 
Garrison^ if God shotdd have given it into our hands : — upon 
thiSf and other considerations^ it was not thought a fit time to 
storm. But such was the unanimous resolution and courage 
both of our Officers and Soldiers, that greaJUr could not be (as 
to outzoard appearance) in men. 

On Thursday the 19^ voe returned Jirom thence to Lin^ 
lithgow; and at night toe were informed that, at Stirling, 
they shot-ojf their great guns Jbr joy their King was come 
thither. On Friday the ftOth, three Irish soldiers came from 
them to us; to whom we gave entertainment in the Army ; they 
say. Great fears possessed the soldiers when they expected us to 
storm. That they know not whether old Leven be their General 
or not, the report being various ; but thai Sir John Browne, a 
Colonel of their Army, was laid aside. Thai they are endeavour- 
ing to raise aJl the Forces they can, in the North ; thai many 
of the soldiers, since our victory, are offended at their Ministers; 
thai Colonel Gilbert Ker and Colonel Strahan are gone witi^ 
shattered forces to Glasgow, to levy soldiers there. As yet we 
hear not of any of the old Cavaliers being entertained as Officers 
among them ; ** the expectation qf^ which occasions differences 
betwixt their Ministers and the Officers of the Army. 

The seme day, we came to Eidinburgh ^ agcAnJ* Where we 
abide without disturbance ; saving thai about ten at night, and 
before day in the morning, they sometimes fire three or four 
greai guns at us ; and if any qf our men come within musket- 
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Mhciy ihey fire at them from the Castle. But, blessed be God, 
they have done us no hamiy except one soldier shot (but not to 
the danger of his Ufe)y {hat I can be informed of There are 
some Jew of the inhabitants of Edinburgh returned home; who, 
perceiving our civility, and ^ our ^ paying fir whai we receive 
qf them, repent their departure ; open their shops, and bring 
provisions to the market. Ifs reported they have in the Castle 
praoisions fir fifteen months ; some say, fir a longer time. 
Generally the poor acknowledge {hat our carriage to {hem is 
better than {hat qf their own Army ; and ^ tJiaf^ had they who 
are gone away known so much, {key would have stayed at home. 
They say, one chirf reason wherefore so many are gone was. 
They fiared we would have imposed upon {hem some oath 
wherewHh {hey could not have dispensed. 

I am in great hopes, {hrough God*s mercy, we shaU be able 
this Winter to give the People such an understanding qf {he 
Justness qf our Cause, and our desires fir {he juet liberties 
qf{he PeopHe, {hat the better sort qf {hem will be satisfied there- 
unih ; alOumgh, I must confess, hitherto {hey continue obstinate. 
I thought I should have fivnd in Scotland a conscientious 
People, and a barren country : about Edinburgh, it is asfirtUe 
fir com as any pari qf England ; but the People generally 
^^ are so"^ given to {he most impudent lying, and fiequent 
swearing, as is incredible to be believed. I rest, *^your Lord- 
ship^s most humble servant,^ 

OLIVER OBOMWELL* 

What to do with Scotland, m these mixed drcumstances, is 
a question. We have firiends among them, a distinct coinci- 
dence with them in the great heart of their National Purpose, 
could they understand us aright ; and we have all degrees of 
enemies among them, up to the bitterest figure of Malignancy 
itself. What to do ? For one thing, Edinburgh Castle ought 
to be reduced. ^ We have put forces into Linlithgow, and 
* Newspapen Cin FarlicmstUary History^ xiz. 404). 
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our Train is lodged in Leith,^ Lesley's old citadel there ; ^ the 
wet being so great that we cannot march with our Tndn.^ 
Do we try Edinburgh Castle with a few responsive shots from 
the Calton Hill; or from what point? My Scotch Anti- 
quarian friends have not informed me. We decide on reduc- 
ing it by mines. 

^Sunday 9Qih September 1650. Resolution being taken for 
the springing of mines in order to the reducing of Edinburgh 
Castle ; and our men beginning their galleries last night, the 
Enemy fired five pieces of ordnance, with several voUeys of 
shot, from the Castle ; but did no execution. We hope this 
work will take effect ; notwithstanding the height, rockiness, 
and strength of the place. — His Excellency with his Officers 
met this day in the High Church of Edinburgh, forenoon and 
afternoon; where was a great concourse of people.' Mr. 
Stapylton, who did the Hursley Marriage-treaty, and is other- 
wise transiently known to mankind, — he, as was above inti- 
mated, occupies the pulpit there ; the Scots Clergy still sitting 
sulky in their Castle, with Derby miners now operating on 
them. ^ Many Scots expressed mudi affection at the doctrine 
preached by Mr. Stapylton, in their usual way of groans,' — 
Hum-m-mrrh ! — ^ and it 's hoped a good work is wrought in 
some of their hearts.' ^ I am sure I hope so. But to think 
of brother worshippers, partakers in a Grospel of this kind, 
cutting one another's throats for a Covenanted Charles Stuart, 
— ^Hum-m-mrrh ! 



LETTERS CL— CLXI 

Haste and other considerations forbid us to do more than 
glance, timidly from the brink, into that sea of confusions in 
which the poor Scotch people have involved themselves by 
soldering Christ's Crown to Qiarles Stuart's ! Poor men, they 
have got a Covenanted King; but he is, so to speak, a 
^ Newspapers (in CromwelUana, p. 9a). 
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Solecism Incarnate : good cannot come of him, or of those 
that follow him in this course ; only ineztricability, futility, 
disaster and discomfiture can come. There is nothhig sadder 
than to see such a Purpose of a Nation led on by such a set 
of persons; staggering into ever deeper confusion, down, 
down, till it fall prostrate into utter wreck* Were not 
Oliver here to gather up the fragments of it, the Cause of 
Scotland might now die ; Oliver, little as the Scots dream of 
it, is Scotland's Friend too, as he was Ireland^s : what would 
become of Scotch Puritanism, the one great feat hitherto 
achieved by Scotland, if Oliver were not now there ! Oliver^s 
Letters out of Scotland, what will elucidate Oliver^s footsteps 
and utterances there, shall alone concern us at present. For 
sufficing which object, the main features of these Scotch 
confusions may become conceivable without much detail of 
ours. 

The first Scotch Army, now annihilated at Dunbar, had 
been sedulously cleared of all Hamilton Engagers and other 
Malignant or Quasi-Malignant Persons, according to a scheme 
painfully laid down in what was called the Act qf CkuseSy — a 
Greneral- Assembly Act, defining and clcusifying such men as 
shall not be allowed to fight on this occasion, lest a curse 
overtake the Cause on their account. Something other than 
a blessing has overtaken the Cause : — and now, on rallying at 
Stirling with unbroken purpose of struggle, there arise in the 
Committee of Estates and Kirk, and over the Nation gene- 
rally, earnest considerations as to the methods of farther 
struggle; huge discrepancies as to the ground and figure it 
ought henceforth to take. As was natural to the case. Three 
Parties now develop themselves: a middle one, and two 
extremes. The Official Party, Argyle and the Official Persons, 
especially the secular portion of them, think that the old 
ground should as much as possible be adhered to: Let us 
fill-up our old ranks with new men, and fight and resist with 
the Covenanted Charles Stuart at the head of us, as we did 
before. This is the middle or Official opinion. 
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No, answers an extreme Party, Let us have no more to do 
with your covenantmg pedantries ; jet us sign your Cov^iant 
one good time for all, and have done with it ; but prosecute 
the Eing'^8 Interest, and call on all men to join us in that 
An almost openly declared Malignant Party this ; at the head 
of which Lieutenant-Greneral Middleton, the Marquis of Huntly 
and other Royalist Persons are raising forces, publishing mani- 
festos, in the Highlands near by. Against whom David 
Lesley himself at last has to march. This is the one extreme ; 
the Malignant or Royalist extreme. The amount of whose 
exploits was this: lliey invited the poor King to run off 
firom Perth and his Church-and-State Officials, and join them ; 
which he did, — rode out as if to hawk, one afternoon, softly 
across the South Inch of Perth, then galloped some forty 
miles; found the appointed place, — a villanous hut among 
the Grampian Hills, without soldiers, resources, or aocommo^ 
dations, * with nothing but a turf pillow to sleep on ^ : and 
was easily persuaded back, the day after ; ^ making his peace 
by a few more — ^what shall we call them ? — ^poetic figments ; 
which the Official Persons, with an effort, swallowed. Shortly 
after, by official persuasion and military coercion, this first 
extreme Party was suppressed, reunited to the main body; 
and need not concern us farther. 

But now, quite opposite to this, there is another extreme 
Party; which has its seat in *the Western Shires,^ from 
Renfrew down to Dumfries ; — ^which is, in fact, I think, the 
old Whiggamore Raid of 1648 under a new figure; these 
Western Shires being always given that way. They have now 
got a * Western Army,^ with Colonel Eer and Colonel Strahan 
to command it ; and most of the Earls, Lairds, and Ministers 
in those parts have joined. Very strong for the Covenant ; 
very strong against all shams of tiie Covenant. Colond Eer 
is the ^ famed Commander Gibby Carre,^ who came to commune 
with us in the Burrow-Moor, when we lay on Pentland Hills : 
Colonel Strahan is likewise a fruned Conunander^ who was 
^ 4th-6th October, Balfour, iv. X13-15. 
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thought to be slain at Musselburgh once, but is alive here 
still; an old acquaintance of my Lord Greneral CromwelPs, 
and always suspected of a leaning to Sectarian courses. These 
Colonels and Grentry having, by sanction of the Committee of 
Estates, raised a Western Army of some Five-thousand, and 
had much consideration with themselves ; and seen, especially 
by the flight into the Grampians, what way his Majesty's real 
inclinations are tending, — decide, or threaten to decide, that 
they will not serve under his Majesty or his Greneral Lesley 
witii their Army, till they see new light ; that in fact they 
dare not; being apprehensive he is no genuine Covenanted 
King, but only the sham of one, whom it is terribly dangerous 
to foUow ! On this Party Cromwell has his eye ; and they 
on hinu What becomes of them we shall, before long, learn. 
Meanwhile here is a Letter to the Official Authorities; 
which, however, produces small effect upon them. 

LETTER CL 

FOR THE KI6HT HONOURABLE THE COMMITTEE OF ESTATES OF 
SCOTLAND, AT STIBLIN6, OE ELSEWHERE : THESE 

Linlithgow, 9Ui October 1650. 
Right Honourdtiey — The grownds and ends cf the Armffe 
entering Scotland have been heretqfbrey often and clearly j made 
known unto you; and haw much we have desired the same 
might be accomplished without blood. But^ according to what 
returns we have receivedj it is evident your hearts had not that 
love to us as we can truly say we had towards you. And we 
are persuaded those difficulties in which you have involved your* 
selves^ — by espousing your King'*s interest^ and taking into 
your bosom that Person, in whom (notwithstanding what hath 
^ been^ or may be said to the contrary) that which is really 
Malignancy and aU Malignants do centre; against whose 
Family the Lord hath so eminently witnessedjbr bloodguiltiness, 
not to be done away by such hypocritical and Jbrmal shows of 
repentance as are expressed in his late Declaration ; and your 
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strange prejudices against us as men of heretical opinions 
(jMchy ihroug^ the greaJt goodness rf God to us^ have been 
unjustly charged upon us)^ — have occasioned your rgecting 
{hose Overtures which, with a Christian affection^ were offered 
to you h^bre amy blood was spUt, or your People had sniffer ed 
damage by us. 

TJie daily sense we have of the calamiiy qf War lying upon 
ihe poor People qf this Nation^ and the sad consequences qf 
blood and famine likely to come upon them ; the advardage 
given to the Maiignani, Profane, and Popish party by this 
War; and thai realiiy qf affection which we have so often 
prqfessed to you, — and concerning the truth qf which we have 
so solemnly appealed, — do again constrain us to send unto you, 
to let you know. Thai if the contending Jbr thai Person be not 
by you prtferred to the peace and welfare of your Country, the 
blood qf your Peoples, the love qf men qf the same Jaiih wi(k 
you, and {in this above aU) the honour qfthai God we serve, — 
TTien give the Staie qf England thai satisfaction and security 
Jbr their peaceable and quiet living beside you, which may in 
Justice be demanded from a NaOon giving so just ground to 
ask the same,-— from those who ha'oe, as you, taken their enemy 
into their bosom, whilst he was in hostility against them : *^ Do 
this^ ; and it wiU be made good to you, Thai you may have a 
lasting and durable Peace with them, and the wish qfa blessing 
upon you in all religious and dvU things. 

If this be refused by you, we are persuaded that God, who 
hath once borne His testimony, xviU do it again on the behdj/ 
qf us His poor servants, who do appeal to Him whether their 
desires flow from sincerity <f heart or not. I rest, your 
iMrdshipf humble servant, OUVER CROMWELL.* 

The Committee of Estates at Stirling or elsewhere debated 

about an Answer to this Letter ; but sent none, except of 

civility merely, and after considerable delays. A copy of the 

Letter was likewise forwarded to Colonels Eer and Strahan 

* Newspapers (in CivmwilUasta, p. 93). 
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and their Western Army, by whom it was taken into con- 
sideration ; and some Correspondence, Cromwell^s part of 
which is not yet altogether lost, foUowed upon it there ; and 
indeed Cromwell, as we dimly discover in the old Books, set 
forth towards Glasgow directly on the back of it, in hopes 
of a closer communication with these Western Colonels and 
their Party. 

While Ker and Strahan are busy * at Dumfries,^ says Baillie, 
^Cromwell with the whole body of his Army and cannon 
comes peaceably by way of Eolsyth to Glasgow/ It is Friday 
evening, 18th October 1660. * The Ministers and Magistrates 
flee all away. I got to the Isle of Cumbrae with my Lady 
Montgomery ; but left all my family and goods to Cromwell^s 
courtesy, — ^which indeed was great ; for he took such a course 
with bis soldiers that they did less displeasure at Glasgow 
than if they had been in London ; though Mr. 2#achary Boyd,^ 
a fantastic old gentleman still known in Glasgow and Scotland, 
^ railed on them all, to their very face, in the High Church ; ^^ 
calling them Sectaries and Blasphemers, the fantastic old 
gentleman ! * Glasgow, though not so big or rich as 
Edinburgh, is a much sweeter place ; the completest town we 
have yet seen here, and one of their choicest Universities.^ 
The people were much afraid of us till they saw how we 
treated them. * Captain Covel of the Lord General^s regiment 
of horse was cashiered here for holding some blasphemous 
opinions.**^ — ^This is Cromwell's first visit to Glasgow: he 
made two others, of which on occasion notice shall be taken. 
In PmkeriorCs Correspondence are certain < anecdotes of 
Cromwell at Glasgow ^ ; which, like many others on Cromwell^ 
need not be repeated anjnvhere except in the nursery. 

Cromwell entered Glasgow on Friday evening ; over Sunday, 
was patient with Zachary Boyd: but got no result out of 
Ker and Strahan. Ker and Strahan, at Dumfries on the 
Thursday, have perfected and signed their Remonstrance of 

> Baillie, iil 119; Whitlockci p. 459. 

* WhiUocke, p. 459 ; Crmnweiluma, pp. 92-3. 
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the Western Army ; ^ a Document of much fame in the old 
Scotch Books. < Expressing many sad truths,^ says the Kirk 
Committee. Expressing, in fact, the apprehension of Ker 
and Strahan that the Covenanted King may probably be a 
Solecism Incarnate, under whom it will not be good to fight 
longer for the Cause of Christ and Scotland; — expressing 
meanwhile considerable reluctancy as to the English Sectaries ; 
and deciding, on the whole, to fight them still, though on a 
footing of our own. Not a veary hopeful enterprise! Of 
which we shall see the issue by and by. Meanwhile news 
come that this Western Army is aiming towards Edinburgh, 
to get hold of the Castle there. Whereupon Cromwell, in all 
haste, on Monday, sets off thitherward ; ^ lodges the first night 
in a poor cottage fourteen miles from Glasgow ^ ; arrives safe, 
to prevent all alarms. His first visit to Glasgow was but of 
two days. 

LETTER CLI 

The Western Colonels have given-in their Remonstrance to 
the Committee of Estates ; and sat in deliberation on their 
copy of Cromwell^s Expostulatory Letter to that Body, the 
Letter we have just read, — ^in which these two words, 
* security^ and < satisfaction,^ are somewhat abstruse to the 
Western Colonels. They decide that it will not be convenient 
to return any public Answer; but they have forwarded a 
private Letta: of acknowledgment with * Six Queries ' : Letter 
lost to us; Six Queries still surviving. To which, directly 
after his return to Edinburgh, here is Cromwell's Answer. 
The Six Queries, being very brief, may be transcribed; the 
Letter of acknowledgment can be conceived without tran- 
scribing : 

^ Query 1. Why is ^satisfaction^ demanded? S. What is 

the satisfaction demanded? 8. For what is the ^ security^ 

demanded? 4. What is the security ye would have? 5. 

From whom is the security required? 6. To whom is the 

^ Dated lyth October ; given in Balfour, !▼• I4i-6a 
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security to be given ? ^ ^ Queries which, I think, do not much 
look like real despatch of business in the present intricate 
conjuncture ! 

This Letter, it appears, is, if not accompanied, directly 
followed by *Mr. Alexander Jaffray' Provost of Aberdeen, 
and a < Reverend Mr. Carstairs ^ of Glasgow, two Prisoners of 
Oliver's ever since Dunbar Drove, who are to 'agent* the 



same.' 



** TO COLOKXL SraAHAK, WITH THS WESTERN ARlfT I THESE 

Edinburgh, 25th October 1660. 

iSSr, — I have considered of the Letter and the Queries ; and, 
having advised with some Christian Jriends about the same, 
think Jit to return an Answer asJbUoweth : 

^That"^ we bear unto the Godly qf Scotland the same 
Christian affection we have all along prq/essed in our Papers ; 
being ready, through the grace qf God, upon all occasions, to 
give such proof and testimony thereof as the Divine Providence 
shall minister opportunity to us to do. TTuU nothing would be 
more acceptable to us to see than the Lord removing offences, 
and inclining the hearts qf His People in Scotland to meet us 
with the same affection. Thai we do verily apprehend, with 
much comfort, that there is some stirring qfyour bowels by the 
Lord; giving some hope qf His good pleasure tending here* 
unto ; which we are most willing to comply with, and not to be 
wanting in anything on our part which mayjitrther the same. 

And having seen the heads qf two Remonstrances, the one qf 
the Ministers qf Glasgow, and the other qf the Officers and 
Gentleman qf the West,^ we do Jrom thence hope that the Lord 
hath cleared unto you some things that were Jbrmerly hidden, 
and which we hope may lead to a better understanding. Never- 



> Balfour, !v. 135. * Baillie, iiL 12a 

* Remonstrance of the Western Army is this latter ; the other, very conce i vable 
as a kind of codicil to this, is not known to me except at secondhand, from 
BaiUie's eager, earnest, very headlong and perplexed acoonnt of that Business 
(if. lao, 122 et seqq.). 
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ihdus, we camiot bui take notice^ {hat Jrom eome expressiont in 
the same Paper 9^ we have too much cause to note thai there is 
still so ffreat a difference betwixt us as roe are looked upon and 
accounted as Enemies. 

And although we hope that the Six Queries^ sent by you to 
us to be answered^ were intended to clear doubts and remove the 
remaining obstructions ; which toe shall be most ready to do: 
yeiy considering the many misconstructions which may arise 
from the clearest pen {where men are not all qf one mind)y and 
the difficulties at this distance to resolve doubts and rectify 
mistakes^ rue conceive our Answer in Writing may not so 
effectually reach thai end as a friendly and Christian Confer- 
ence by equal persons ^^might^* 

And we doubt not we can, with ingenuity and clearness^ give 
a satiffactory account qf those general things heldfrrih in the 
Letter sent by us to the Committee qf Estates^ and in our 
firmer Declarations and Papers ; which toe sJudl be ready to 
do by a Friendly Debate, — when and where our answer to these 
particulars may probably tend to the better and more clear 
understanding betwixt the Godly Party qfboth Nations. 

To speak plainly in a frw words : If those who sincerebf 
love andfiar the Lord amongst you are sensible that matters 
have been and are carried by your State so as that therewith 
God is not well pleased, but the Interest qf His People ^is^ 
hcLzarded, in Scotland and England, to Malignants, to Papists, 
and to the Profane, — roe can, through Grace, be willing to lay 
our bones in the dust for your sokes ; and can, cls heretqfbre 
tee have ^^ said,^ still continue to say. Thai, not to impose upon 
you in Religious or CivU Interests, not dominion nor any 
worldly advantage, ^ not these,^ but the obtaining qf a Just 
security to ourselves,^ were the motives, and satisfactions to our 
consciences, in this Undertaking. "-4 just security"^; which 
we believe by this time you may think we had cause to be 
sensible was more than endangered by the carriage qf qffidrs 
' Letter CL. * < securing ounthrei* in orig. 
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with your King. And it is not success^ and more visible clear- 
ness to our consciences arising out of the discoveries God haih 
made tf the hypocrisies of men^ thai hath aiteredy ^*or can 
cdter^ our principles or demands. But we take Jrom thence 
humble encouragement toJbUow the Lord^s praoidence in serving 
His Cause and People ; not doubting but He wiU give such an 
issue to this Business as wiU be to His giory and your cornfbrt. 
I rest, your affectionate Jriend and servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

There followed no 'Friendly Debate^ npon this Letter; 
nothmg foUowed upon it except new noise in the Western 
Army, and a straitlaoed case of conscience more perplexing 
than ever. Jaffiray and Carstairs had to come back on parole 
again; Strahan at length withdrew firom the concern: the 
Western Army went its own separate middle road, — ^to what 
issue we shall see. 

Here is another trait of the old time; not without 
illumination for us. < One Watt, a tenant of the Earl of 
Tweedale^s being sore oppressed by the English, took to 
himself some of his own degree ; and by daily incursions and 
infalls on the English Garrisons and Parties in Lothian, killed 
and took of them above Four-hundred,^ or say the half or 
quarter of so many, 'and enriched himself by their spoils.^ 
The like ' did one Augustin, a High-Grerman,^ not a Dutch- 
man, ' being purged out of the Army before Dunbar Drove,^ 
—of whom we shall hear farther. In fact, the dass called 
Mosstroopers begins to abound ; the only dass that can 
flomrish in such a state of affairs. YIThereupon comes out 
this 

PROCLAMATION 

' I FINDING that divers of the Army under my command are 
* not only spoiled and robbed, but also sometimes barbarously 
* Chnndm StaU-Papirs (Oxford, 1773), iL 551-2. 
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^and inhumanly butchered and slain, by a sort of Oatlaws 
^and Robbers, not under the discipline of any Army; and 
^ finding that all our tenderness to the Country produceth no 

* other efiect than their compliance with, and protection of, 

< such persons ; and considering that it is in the power of the 

< Country to detect and discover them (many of them being 

< inhabitants of those places where commonly the outrage is 
^ committed) ; and perceiving that their motion is ordinarily 

< by the invitation, and according to intelligence given them by 

* Countiymen : 

*I do therefore declare, that wheresoever any under my 

< command shall be hereafter robbed or spoiled by such parties, 

< I will require life for life, and a plenary satisfaction for their 

* goods, of those Parishes and Places where the fact shall be 

* committed; unless they shall discover and produce the 

* ofiender. And this I wish all persons to take notice of, that 

< none may plead ignorance. 

^ Given imder my hand at Edinburgh, the 6th of November 

* 1 650. Olivbr Cromwell.' * 



LETTER CLII 

One nest of Mosstroopers, not far off, in the Dalkeith 
region, ought specially to be abated. 

TO THE GOVERNOR OF BORTHWICK CASTLE : THESE 

Edhiborgli^ 18th November 1650. 
Siry — I ihovghtJU to send this Trumpet to youj to let you 
knoWf Thait \f you please to walk away wUh your oompamy^ 
amd deliver the House to such as I shall send to receive it, you 
sJudl have liberty to carry-off^ your arms and goods, and such 
other necessaries as you have. 

You have harboured such parties in your House as have 
basdy and inhumanly murdered our men : if you necessiiate nu 
* Newspapers (in C rs u nM uma^ p. 94). 
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io bend my carmon agcAnst youy you may expect what I doubt 
you wUl not be pleased with. I expect your present Answer; 
and rest, your servant, ^^^^^ CROMWELL.* 

The Groveraor of Borthwick Castle, Lord Borthwick of that 
Ilk, did as he was bidden; < walked away,^ with movable 
goods, with wife and child, and had ^fifteen days^ allowed 
him to pack : whereby the Dalkeith region and Carlisle Road 
is a little quieter henceforth. 

LETTER CLIII 

CoLONELB Keb and Strahan with their Remonstrance have 
filled all Scotland with a fresh figure of dissension. The 
Kirk finds < many sad truths Mn it ; knows not what to do 
with it. In the Estates themselves there is division of 
opinion. Men of worship, the Minister in Kirkcaldy among 
others, are heard to say strange things : ^ That a Hypocrite," 
or Solecism Incarnate, ^ ought not to reign over us ; that we 
should treat with Cromwell, and give him assurance not to 
trouble England with a King; that whosoever mars such a 
Treaty, the blood of the slain shall be on his head ! ^ < Which 
are strange words,^ says Baillie, <if true.'' Scotland is in a 
hopeful way. The extreme party of Malignants in the North 
is not yet quite extinct ; and here is another extreme party of 
Remonstrants in the West, — ^to whom all the conscientious 
rash men of Scotland, in Kirkcaldy and elsewhere, seem as if 
they would join themselves ! Nothing but remonstrating, 
protesting, tieatying and mistreatying from sea to sea. 

To have taken up such a Remonstrance at first, and stood 
by it, before the War began, had been very wise : but to take 
it up now, and attempt not to make a Peace by it, but to 
continue the War with it, looks mad enough ! Sudi, neverthe- 
less, is Colonel Gibby Ker's project, — ^not Strahan\ it would 
seem : menu's projects strangely cross one another in this time 

* RttsceU's Lt/it of Crmawll^ ii. 95 (from StaHstkal AccouiU ofScotUmd). 
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of bewilderment ; and only perhaps in doing nothing could a 
man in such a scene act wisely. Lambert, however, is gone 
into the West with Three-thousand horse to deal with Ker 
and his projects ; the Lord Greneral has himself been in the 
West : the end of Ker^s projects is succinctly shadowed forth 
in the following Letter. From Baillie^ we learn that Eer» 
with his Western Army, was lying at a place called Carmun- 
nock, when he made this infall upon Lambert ; that the time 
of it was ^four in the morning of Sunday Ist December 
1650^; and the scene of it Hamilton Town, and the streets 
and ditches thereabouts : a dark sad business, of an ancient 
Winter morning ; — sufficiently luminous for our piupose with 
it here. 

The < treaties among the Enemy ^ means Eer and Strahan^s 
confused remonstratings and treatyings; the < result,^ or general 
upshot, of which is this scene in the ditches at four in the 
morning.^ 

TO THS HONOUBABLE WILLIAM LEMTHALL, BSamBE, SFEAEEB OF 
THS PAaUAMEMT OF ENGLAin) : THESE 

Edinburgh^ 4th December 1660. 
iS!r, — I have now seni you the residis of some TreaHes 
amongst the Enemy j which came to my hand this day. 

The Major 'General and ComnAssary -General WhoUey 
marched a few days ago towards Glasgow. 7%^ Enemy 
attempted his quarters in Hamilton ; were entered the Town . 
hui hy the blessing of Godj by a very gracious hand qf 
ProTfidence, without the loss qf six men as I hear qf, he beat 
them out ; killed about an Hundred; took also about the same 
number f amongst whom are some prisoners qf quality ; and 
near an Hundred horse, — as I am in/brmed. The Mtyor^ 
General is still in the chase qf them ; to whom also I have 
since sent the addition qfa fresh party. Colonel Ker (as my 
Messenger J this night, teUs me) is taken; his Lieutenant- 
Colonel; and one that was sometimes Mcgor to Colond 
^ iiL 125. ' See also Whitlocke, l6th December 165a 
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Sirahan; and Ker^s Captam-Ueuienani. The whok Party 
is ihaUered. And give me leave to say ii^ If God had not 
brought them upon uSj we might have marched Three-thousand 
horse to deathy and not have UghUd on them. And truly it 
was a strange Providence brought them upon Mm. For I 
marched Jrom Edinburgh on the north side qf Clyde; ^and 
had^ appointed the Mcgor-General to march Jirom Peebles to 
HamiUony on the south side qf Clyde. I came thither by the 
time eapected ; tarried the remainder qf (he day^ and until near 
teven o'clock the next mornings — apprehending ^ then that^ the 
Major-General would not come^ by reason qf ihe waters. I 
being retreated, the Enemy took encouragement; marched aU 
that night ; and came upon the Mafor-GeneraTs quarters aboui 
two hours before day ; where ii pleased ihe Lord to order as 
you have heard. 

The Major-General and Commissary-General {as he sent me 
word) were stiU gone on in ihe prosecution qf them ; and^he^ 
saiih thaty except an Hundred-and-Jlfly horse in one body, he 
hears they are JUdy by sixteen or eighteen in a company , all 
the country over. Bobin Montgomery was come out qfStirlingj 
withjbvr or five regiments qf horse and dragoons^ but wcu 
put to a stand when he heard qf ihe issue qf this business. 
Strahan and some other Officers had quitted some three weeks 
or a month before this business $ so that Ker commanded this 
whole party in chitf. 

It is given out thai the MaSgnants will be almost aU received^ 
and rise unanimously and expeditiously. I can assure youj 
that those that serve you here find more satif/action in having 
to deal with men qf this stamp than *^with^ others; and it is 
our comfort that the Lord hath hOherto made it the matter of 

> For the purpose of rallying to him these Western forces, or such of them as 
would follow the official Authorities and him ; and leading them to Stirling, to 
the main Army (Baillie, uH tupra\. Poor Kor thought it mig^t be useful to do 
a feat on his own footing first: and here is the oondnsion of him! Colonel 
< Robin Montgomery ' is the Earl of Eglinton's Son, whom we have repeatedly 
seen before. 

VOL. n* B 
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our prayers, and of our endeavours (if U mighi have been ihe 
will of God), To have had a Christian understanding between 
those that fear God in this land and ourselves. And yet we 
hope it JuUh not been carried on with a wiUinff Jailing of our 
duty to those thai trust us: — and I am persuaded the Lord 
hath looked Javour oily upon our sincerity herein ; and xmU still 
do so ; and upon you also, whilst you make the Interest qf 
God's People yours. 

Those religious People qf Scotland thatJaU in this Cause we 
cannot but pity and mourn for them ; and we pray thai dU 
good men may do so too. Indeed, (here is at this time a very 
great distraction, and mighty workings qf God upon the hearts 
qf divers, both Ministers and People ; much qfit tending to the 
justificaHon qf your Cause. And although some are as hitter 
and as bad as ever ; making it their business to shuffle hypocriii' 
caUy with their consciences and the Covenant, to make it ^ seem ^ 
lawfid to join with MaSgnants, which now they do, — m well 
they might long before, having taken-in the Head ^ MaUgnant ^ 
qf them: yet truly others are startled at it; and some have 
been constrained by the work qf God upon their consciences, to 
make sad and solemn accusations qf themselves, and lamentations 
in thefouse qf their Supreme Authority ; charging themsehes as 
guilty qf the blood shed in this War, by having a hand in the 
TVeaty at Breda, and by bringing the King in amongst them. 
This lately did a Lord qfthe Session ; and withdrew **Jrom the 
Committee qf Estates.'^ And lately Mr. James Livingston, a 
man as highfy esteemed as any for piety and learning, who was 
a Commissioner Jbr the Kirk at the said Treaty, — charged himr 
self with the guilt qfthe blood qf this War, b^e their Assembly; 
and withdrew Jrom them, and is retired to his own house. 

It zoitt be very necessary, to encourage victuallers to come 
to us, thai you take off Customs and Ejscise Jrom all things 
brought hither Jbr the use qfthe Army. 

I beg your prayers ; and rest, your humble servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL.'^ 
* Newspapers (in Cr$mwelliana, pp. 94-5). 
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This, then, is the end of KeA fighting project; a very 
mad one, at this state of the business. The Renumatrcmce 
continued long to be the symbol of the Extreme-Covenant or 
Whiggamore Party among the Scots ; but its practical opera- 
tion ceased here. Ker lies lamed, dangerously wounded ; and, 
I think, will fight no more.^ Strahan and some others, voted 
traitorous by the native Authorities, went openly over to 
Cromwell; — -Strahan soon after died« As for the Western 
Army, it straightway dispersed itself; part towards Stirling 
and the Authorities; the much greater part to their civil 
callings again, wishing they had never quitted them. ^ This 
miscarriage of affairs in the West by a few unhappy men,^ 
says Baillie, < put us all under the foot of the Enemy. They 
presently ran over all the country; destroying cattle and 
crops ; putting Glasgow and all oilier places under grievous 
contributions. This makes me,^ for my part, ^ stick at Perth ; 
not daring to go where the Enemy is master, as he now is of 
all Scotland south of the Forth.** 

It only remains to be added, that the two Extreme Parties 
being broken, the Middle or Ofiicial one rose suprenle, and 
widened its borders by the admission, as Oliver anticipated, 
* of the Malignants almost all * ; a set of < Public Resolutions * 
so-called being passed in the Scotch Parliament to that end, 
and ultimately got carried through the Kirk Assembly too. 
Official majority of * Resolutioners,^ with a zealous party of 
^ Remonstrants,^ who are also called ' Protesters ^ in Kirk and 
State, these long continue to afflict and worry one another, 
sad finit of a Covenanted Charles Stuart; but shall not 
&rther concern us here. It is a great comfort to the Lord 
Greneral that he has now mainly real Malignants for enemies 
in this country ; and so can smite without reluctance. Un- 
happy ^ Resolutioners,* if they could subdue Cromwell, what 
wotdd become of them at the hands of their own Malignants ! 
They have admitted the Chief Malignant, *in whom all 

^ Other notice of him» and of his nnsnbdnable stififheas of neck, in Thurloe 
hr. 480 (Dec 1655), etc ' tii. 125 (date, 2d January 1650-1). 
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Malignity doth centre,^ into their bosom ; and have an Incar- 
nate Solecism presiding over them. Satisfisurtorily descended 
from Elizabeth Muir of Caldwell, but in all other respects 
most unsatisfactoiy ! — 

The * Lord of the Session,^ who felt startled at this con- 
dition of things, and * withdrew ^ from it, I take to have been 
Sir James Hope of Crai^iall,^ of whcmi, and whose scni[des, 
and the censures they got, there is fi^uent moition m these 
months. But the Laird of Swintcm, another of the same, 
went still farther in the same course ; and indeed, socm after 
this defeat of Eer, went openly over to Cromwell. * There is 
veiy great distraction, there are mi^ty workings upon the 
hearts of divers.^ <Mr. James Livingston,^ the Mii^ster of 
Ancrum, has left a corioos L^ of himself : — he is still 
represented by a distinguished frtmily in America. 

LETTER CLIV 

Thx next affair is that of Edinburgh Castle. Our Derby- 
shire miners found the toA very hard, and made small way 
in it : but now the Lord General has got his batteries ready ; 
and, on Thursday 12th December, after three-months^ blodc- 
ade, salutes the place with his * guns and mortars,^ and the 
following set of Summonses ; whidi prove effectual. 

FOR THE 6OVBENOR OF BDIMBIJBGH CASTLB : THESB 

Edhilmii^, 12th Deoonber 16fi0. 

StTf — We being now reedhedy by God's aitiiiance, to make 
use qfeuch tneam a$ He haih put imio our hands towards the 
redacmg qf Edinburgh Casfky I thought JU to send you tins 
Summons. 

What the grounds qf our proceeSngs haoe been, and what 

our desires and aims in relation to the glory qf God and the 

common Interest qfHis Peopky we have qfien expressed in our 

Papers tendered to public view. To which though credit hUherto 

> Bslfovr, hr. 173, 235. 
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hoik noi been given by men, yei ike Lord hath been pleaeed to 
bear a gradout andjavourabk teetmiomf; and hath not anfy 
kept u$ conttant to our prqfeBswnj and in our qgictiom to euch 
as Jear the Lord ifn ihie Nation, but hath unmasked others 
from iheir pretences, — as appears by the present transactions 
at St. Johnston} Let the Lord dispose your resohdions as 
seemeih good to Him: my sense qf duty presseih me,Jbr the 
ends aforesaid, and to avoid the effusion qf mere Mood, To 
demand the rendering qf this place to me uponfi condUions. 
To which expecting your answer this day, I rest. Sir, your 

^^^"'^^'^ OLIVER CROMWELL. 

The Groveraor^s Answer to my Lord General^s Letter is this : 

^ FOE HIS XXCEUJENCT THB OSNEEAL OF THE ENGLISH FDECES 

' Edinlmii^, 12th Deoonber 1960. 
< Mt Loeb, — ^I am intrusted by the Estates of Scotland 
with this place; and being sworn not to deliver it to any 
without their warrant, I have no power to dispose thereof by 
myself. I do therefore desire the space of ten days, wherein 
I may conveniently acquaint the said Estates, and receive their 
answer. And for this effect, your safe-omduct for them 
employed in the message. Upon the receipt of their answer 
you shall have the resolution o^ — my Lord, your most 
humble servant, W. Dukdas.^ 

The Lord Generates reply to Grovemor Walter Dundas : 
LETTER CLV 

FOE THE GOVEENOE OF THE CASTLE OF EDIMBUE6H 

Edinburgh^ 12th December 1650. 
Sir, — It concerns not me to know your obligations to those 

' Readmnrion 'of the Malignants almost all'; Earl of Calendar, Duke of 
HamUtoiiy etc. (6alfbiir» hr. 179-203) ; by the Parliament at Perth,— «t * St 
Johntton,' as the old name is. 
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thiti trust you. I make no question the apprehensions you have 
qf your abilities to resist those impressions which shaB be made 
upon you^ are the natural and equitcMe rules qf all mais 
judgments and consciences in your condition ; — except you had 
taken an oath beyond a possibility. I leaioe ihat to your con- 
sideration; and shall not seek to contest with your thoughts, 
only I think it may become me to let you knowy You may have 
honourable terms Jbr yovrseif and those with you ; and both 
yourself and soldiers have satif/action to all your reasonable 
desires; and those that have other emphymentSy liberty and 
protection in the exercise qfthem. 

But to deal plainly with youy I wHl not give liberty to you 
to consult your Committee qf Estates ; because I hear, those thai 
are honest amongst them enfoy not satisfactiony and the rest are 
now discovered to seek another Interest than they have Jbrmerly 
pretended to. And if you desvre to be informed qf this, you 
mayy by them you dare trusty at a nearer distance than 
St. Johnston. 

Expecting your present answer y I resty iSSr, your servanty 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 

The Govemor^s Reply, No. S, arrives on the morrow, 
Friday : 

* FOB HIS EXCELLENCY THE LOBD GENERAL OF THE ENGLISH FORCES 

IN SCOTLAND 

' Edinburgh Castle, 13tli December 1650. 
* Mr Lord, — It much concemeth me (considering my 
obligations) to be found faithful in the trust committed to 
me. And therefore, in the fear of the living Grod, and of 
His great Name called upon in the accepting of my trust, I 
do again press the liberty of acquainting the Estates. The 
time is but short ; and I do expect it, as answerable to your 
profession of affection to those that fear the Lord. In the 
^ By my cannons and mortan. 
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mean time I am wiUing to hear infonxiation of late proceed- 
ings from such as he dare trust who is, — my Lord, your 
humble servant, W. Ih7in>AS.^ 

The Lord Greneral's Reply, No. 2 : 

LETTER CLVI 

FOB THE GOYEENOB OF EDINBUBGH CASTLE : THESE 

Edinburgh, Idth Deoember 165a 
iS!r, — Because qfyour strict and solemn adfuration qfme^ in 
ihefiar and Name qf the living Gody TTuU I give you time to 
send to the Committee qf EstateSy to whom you undertook the 
keeping qf this place wider the obligation qf an oaih^ as you 
affirm^ — I cannot but hope that U is your conscience^ and not 
policy J carrying you to that desire. The granting qf which, 
if it be prejudicial to our cffairs, — I am as much obliged in 
conscience not to do it, as you can pretend cause for your con- 
sdend sake to desire it. 

Now considering ^ that ^ our mercyid and wise God binds 
not His People to actions too cross one to anoiher ; bui that our 
bands may be^ as I am persuaded they are, through our mistakes 
and darknesSy — not only in the question about the surrendering 
this Castle, but also inaU the present differences : — I have much 
reason to believe that, by a Conference, you may be well satisfied, 
in point of fact, qf your Estates (to whom you say you are 
obliged) carrying on an Interest destmctive and contrary to 
what ihof professed when they committed that trust to you, — 
liaving made to depart from them many honest men through 
fear qf their own sq^ty,* and making wayjbr the reception qf 
prqfessed Malignants, both in thdr Parliament and Army ; — 
and also ^^ that you'^ may have laid before you such grounds of 
our ends and aims to the preservation qf the interest qf honest 
men in Scotland as well as England, as will (if God vouchsafe 
to appear in them) give your conscience satiffaction. Which if 
^ our perplexities are caused. * Swinton, Strahan, Hope of Craighall, eta 
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you r^u9ey I hope you wiU not have caute to 9ay that we are 
either unmindfid qf the great Name qf the Lord which you haoe 
mentioned^ nor that we cure wanting to angwer our frqfeeskm qf 
affection to thoee fhaijeofr the Lord. 

I am wUUng to cease hottilityjbr some hourSf or convenient 

time to so good an end as in/brmaiion qf judgment and satis- 

Jixction qf conscience f — aUhough I may not give liberty Jbr the 

time desiredj to send to the Commiitee qf Estates ; or at all stay 

the prosecution of my aUempt. 

Expecting your sudden answer ^ I rest^ your servantj 

OLIVER OBOMWELL* 
The Gk>venioFs Reply, Na 8, oomes out on Saturday : 

FOR ms BXCELLENCT THB LOBB GKMK&AL OF THE KMOLDH F0BCB8 
IN SCOTLAin): THESE 

' SdinVaigh Castle, 14 Deoonber 1650. 

* Mr LoED, — ^What I pressed, in my last, proceeded firom 
conscience and not from policy: and I conceived that the 
few days desired could not be of such prejudice to your affiurs 
as to bar the desired expressions of proferaed affection towards 
those that fear the Lord. And I expected that a small delay 
of our own ^ affiurs should not have prqx>nderated the satis- 
faction of a desire pressed in so serious and solemn a manner 
for satisfying conscience. 

< But if you will needs persist in denial, I shall desire to 
hear the information of late proceedings from such as I dare 
trust, and ^ as ^ have had occasion to know the certainty of 
things. Such I hope you will permit to come alongst at the 
first convenience ; and during that time all acts of hostility, 
and prosecution of attempts, be forborne on both sides. I 
am, my Lord, your humble servant, W. Dundas.^ 

The Lord General's Reply, No. 8 : 
* Newspapers (in CrprnwiUtanOf p. 97). ^ *ottr own,' om^s 0um, 
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LETTER CLVII 

rOE THE GOVXENOE OF EDIMBUE6H CASTLE : TOEBE 

Edinbuigli, 14Ui December l«ffO. 

Siry — You wUl gxoe me leaoe to be sensible qf delays out qf 
conscience qfduigf ^ too.^ 

ffyoupUctse to name any you would speak mih ^who aire^ 
now in Totrn^ they shall haioe Uberty to come and speak wUh 
you Jot one hour^ if ihey witt ; provided you send presently. 
I exped {here be no loss qf time. I restj your servant^ 

OLLVBB CBOMWBLL.^ 

Grovemor Dundas applies hereupon for Mr* Alexander 
Jafiray and the Reverend John Caratairs to be sent to him : 
two official persons, whom we saw made captive in Dmibar 
Drove, who have ever smce been Frisoners-on-parole with his 
Excellen<7 ; doing now and then an occasional message fqr \ 
him; mnch meditating on him and his wajs. Who v^fi^ 
naturally decline to be concerned with so delicate an operottion 
as this now on hand, — ^in the following characteristic (bte^ 
enclosed in Ins Excellencies Reply, No. 4 : 



LETTER CLVIII 

FOE THE 60VSEN0E OF SmMBUEOH CASTLE : THESE 

Sdinburgh, lith December 1650. 
iSSr, — Haidmg acquainted the Gentlemen wUh your desire to 
speak witii ihem, and they making some difficulty qf ii, ^ihey^ 
have desired me to send you this enclosed. I resty Sir^ your 

^^^"^^^^f OUVBB OBOMWBLL.i 

Here is < this enclosed * : 
* Newspapers (in CfvmanUiamaf p. 97). f JM, p. 98. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



je66 PART VI. WAR WITH SCOTLAND [14 DEC 

^ FOB THE RIGHT HOKOUKABLB THE 60yEBN0& OF EDINBURGH 
CASTLE : THESE 

' Edinburgli, 14th December 1650. 

^ Right Hokourablb, — ^We now hearing that you was 
desirous to speak with us for your information of the posture 
of affairs, we would be glad, and we think you make no 
doubt of it, to be refreshing or useful to you in anything ; 
but the matter is of so high oonoemment, especially since it 
may be you will lean somewhat upon our information in 
managing that important trust put upon you, that we dare 
not take upon us to meddle : ye may therefore do as ye find 
yourselves clear and in capacity ; and the Lord be with you. 
We are. Sir, your honour^s humble servants, well-wishers in 
the Lord, ^ Al. Jaffbat. 

* Jo. Cabstaibs.^ 

So that, for this Saturday, nothing can be done. On 
Sunday, we suppose, Mr. Stapylton, in black, teaches in St. 
Gileses; and other qualified persons, some of them in red 
with belts, teach in other Ejrks ; the Scots, much taken with 
the doctrine, * answering in their usual way of groans,^ 
Hum-m-mrrh ! — and on Monday, it is like, the cannons and 
mortar-pieces begin to teach again, or indicate that they can 
at once b^in. Wherefore, on Wednesday, here is a new Note 
from Grovemor Dundas ; which we shall call Reply No. 4, 
from that much-straitened Grentleman : 

' Edinburgh Castle, 18th December 1650. 
* My Lobd, — ^I expected that conscience, which you pre- 
tended to be your motive that did induce you to summon this 
house before you did attempt anything against it, should also 
have moved you to have expected my Answer to your Demand 
of the house ; which I could not, out of conscience, suddenly 
give without mature deliberation ; it being a business of such 
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high importanoe. You having refused that little time, which 
I did demand to the effect I might receive the commands of 
them that did intrust me with this place ; and ^ I * yet not 
daring to fulfil your desire, — ^I do demand such a competent 
time as may be condescended upon betwixt us, within which 
if no relief come, I shall surrender this place upon such 
honourable conditions as can be agreed upon by capitulation ; 
and during which time all acts of hostility and prosecution of 
attempts on both sides may be forborne. I am, my Lord, 
your humble servant, W. Dundas.^ 

The Lord Greneral^s Reply, No. 6 : 

LETTER CLIX 

FOB THE GOVEBNOa OF SDIMBUBGH CASTLE : THESE 

Sdinbuigh^ 18th December 1660. 

Sir, — JU that I have io eay ii shorily this: Thai if you 
will send out Commissioners by eleven o^clock this night, 
thoroughly instructed and authorised to treai and conclude, you 
may have terms, honourable and safe to you, and ^to^ those 
whose interests are concerned in the things thai are wiff^ you. 
I shaB give a safe-conduct to such whose names you shaB send 
xxnihin the time limited, and order to Jbrbear shooting alt their 
comingjbrth and going in. 

To this 1 expect your ansroer wUhin one hour, and rest, Sir^ 
your seroani, 

OUVBB CBOMWELL.^ 

The Gk>vemor^s Reply, No. 6 : 

' Edinburgh Castle, 18tb December 1660. 

^ Mt Lord, — ^I have thought upon these two Gentlemen 

whose names are here mentioned; to wit. Major Andrew 

Abemethy and Captain Robert Henderson ; whom I purpose 

to send out instructed, in order to the carrying-on the 

* Newspapers (in Crmmwiliiamh p* 98). 
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Capitulation. Therefore expecting a safe-ocHiduct for them 
with this bearer, — ^I rest, my Lord, your humble servant, 

* W. Duia>Ai.' 
The Lord General^s Reply, No. 6 : 

LETTER CLX 

FOR THE GOVERNOR OF SDINBnRGH CASTLB : THESE 

Edinbiugh, 18th December 1050. 
iSir, — I haxfey here encloaed^ seni you a sqfi^oinduct Jbr the 
coming Jbrlh and rdum qf the GenUemm you desire ; and 
have appointed and authorised CoUmd Monk and lievXmami- 
Colonel WhUe to meel witii your CommUeioners, ai the house 
in the eafk-condud meniioned: there to treai and condude qf 
the CapiuiUMon on my pari. I reety «9tr, your servanlj 

OUVBR OBOMWBLL.* 

Here is his Exoellency^s Pass or safe-conduct for them . 

•PASS 

* TO ALL OFFICERS AKD SOLDIERS UNDER MY COMMAND 

* You are on sight hereof to suffer Major Andrew Abemethy 

< and Captain Robert Henderson to come fortii of Edinburgh 

< Castie, to the house of Mr. Wallace in Edinburgh, and to 

< return back into the said Castie, without any trouble or 
* molestation. 

* Given under my hand, this 18th December 1660. 

< Oliver Cromwell.^! 

By tomoiTow morning, in Mr* WaUace^s House, Colond 
Monk and the other Tliree have agreed upon handsome terms; 
of which, except what indicates itself in the following Procla- 
mation, publidied by beat of drum the same day, we need say 
nothing. All was handsome, just and honourable, as the case 
pennitted ; my Lord General being extremely anxious to gain 

* New^wpos (In CrwrnwiUumSp P* 98). t /Mi^ P- 99* 
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this place, and conciliate the Godly People of the Nation. 
By one of the conditions, the Public BefpsteOj now deposited 
in the Castle, are to be accurately bundled up by authorised 
persons, and carried to Stirling, or whither the Authorities 
please; concerning which some question afterwards accidentally 
rises. 

^PROCLAMATION 

* TO BE FBOCLAIMED BT THE MABSHAL-GBNEBAL, BY BEAT OF DBUM, 

* IN SDIMBnBGH AMD LETTH 

< Whereas there is an agreement of articles by treaty 

* oonduded betwixt myself and Colonel Walter Dondas, 

< Grovemor of the Castle of Edinburgh, whidi doth give free 

< liberty to all Inhabitants adjacent, and all other persons 
^ who have any goods in the nid Castle, to fetch forth the 

* same from thence : 

< These are therefore to declare. That all such people 
^ before moitioned who have any goods in the Castle, as is 

* before expressed, shall have free liberty between this presoit 

< Thursday the 19th instant and Tuesday the 24th, To repair 

* to the Castle, and to fetch away theur goods, without let or 

* molestation. And I do hereby fSeurther declare and require 

< all Officers and Soldiers of this Army, That they take strict 
^ caie, that no violation be done to any ponon or persons 
^ fetdiing away their goods, and carrying th^ to such place 
^ or places as to them seemeth fit. And if it shall so fall out 
^ that any Soldier shall be found willingly or wilfully to do 

* anything contrary hereunto, he shall suffer death for the 

< same. And if it shall appear that any Officer shall, either 

< ihrou^ connivance or otherwise, do or suffisr ^ to be done,^ 

< anything contrary to and against the said Prodamaticm, 

* wherein it might lie in his power to prevent or hinder the 
^ same, he the said Officer shall likewise sufier death. 

^ Given under my hand the 19th of December 1660. 

^Oliver Cbomwell.'^ 

* Newspaper! (in CramweUiana^ p. 99). 
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It is now Thursday : we gain admittance to the Castle on 
the Tuesday following, and the Scotch forces march away, — 
in a somewhat confused manner, I conceive. For Governor 
Dundas and the other parties implicated are considered little 
better than traitors, at Stirling : in fact, they are, openly or 
secretly, of the Remonstrant or Protester species ; and may as 
well come over to Cromwell ; — whidi at once or gradually the 
most of them do. What became of the Clergy, let us not 
inquire : Remonstrants or Resolutioners, confused times await 
them ! Of whidi here and there a glimpse may turn up as 
we proceed. The Lord Greneral has now done with Scotch* 
Treaties ; the Malignants emd Quasi-Malignants are ranked in 
one definite body; and he may smite without reluctance. 
Here is his Letter to the Speaker on this business. After 
whidi, we may hope, the rest of his Scotch Letters may be 
given in a mass; sufficiently legible without commentary of 
ours. 

LETTER CLXI 

FOB THE HONOURABLE WILUAH LEMTHALL, ESQUIBE, SFEAKEB OF 
THE FABIIAMEMT OF ENGLAIH) : THESE 

Edinbmgh^ 24Ui Dec. 1050. 

Righi Honourable^ — li hath pUcued God to cause ths 
Castle of Edinburgh to be surrendered mto our hands^ this 
day about eleven o'clock. I thought Jit to give ffcu such 
account thereof as I couldj and **as'^ the shortness qf time 
would permit, 

I sent a Summons to the Castle upon the Hth instant; 
which occasioned several Exchanges and RqpJies^ which, Jbr 
their unusuahiessy I also thought Jit humbly to present to you} 
Indeed the mercy is very great, and seasonable. I think, 1 
need to say little of the strength of the place; wJAck, if it had 
not come in as it did, would have cost very much blood to have 
attained, if at all to be attained; and did Oe-ap your Army to 
that inconvenience. That little or nothing cofM have been 
^ We have already lead them. 
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attempted wMUt this was in design; or little Jruit had of 
anything brought into yowr power by your Army hitherto, 
trithotU it. I must needs say, not any skill or wisdom of ours, 
but the good hand of God hcdh given you this place. 

I beUeve all Scotland hath not in it so much brass ordnance 
as this place. I send you here enclosed a List thereof^ and of 
the arms and ammunition, so noeU as they cotdd be taken on a 
sudden. Not haoing more at present to double you with 1 
take leave, and rest. Sir, your most humble servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 



LETTERS CLXII— CLXXXI 

The Lord Greneral is now settled at Edinburgh till the 
season for campaigning return. Tradition still reports him 
as lodged, as in 1648, in that same spacious and sumptuous 
^ Earl of Murrie^s House in the Cannigate ^ ; credibly enough ; 
though Tradition does not in this instance produce any 
written voucher hitherto.' The Lord Gkneral, as we shall 
find by and by, falls dangerously sick here ; worn down by 
over-work and the rugged climate. 

The Scots lie entrenched at Stirling, diligently raising new 
levies ; parliamenting and committeeing diligently at Perth ; 
^-crown their IQng at Scone Kirk, on the First of January,* 
in token that they have now all * complied ^ with him. llie 
Lord General is virtually master of all Scotland south of the 
Forth; — ^fortifies, before long, a Garrison as far west as 

^ Drakes, nrinioin, miirderers» mookeys, of brass and Iron, — ^not interesting to 
ns, except it be ' the great iron murderer called Muckh-Meg^ already in existence, 
and still held in some confused remembrance in those Northern parts. 

* Newspapers (in CromwelUana^ p. 99). 

* Yes» in fine : M$mori$ of th$ SonundUts (Edinborgh, 1815), ii. 423, gives 
' my Lady Home's Lodgmg,' which Is known to signify that same House. {NU$ 

*/i857.) 
' Minute description of the ceremony in Stiurs Tracts^ vi. 117. 
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* Newark,^ ^ which we now call Port Glasgow^ on the Clyde. 
How his forces had to occupy themselves, reducing detadied 
Castles ; coercing Mosstroopers ; and, in detail, bringing the 
Country to obedience, the old Books at great length say, and 
the reader here shall fancy in his mind. Take the following 
two little traits from Whitlocke, and spread them out to the 
due eiqiansion and reduplication : 

*Februanf Sdj 1660. Letters that Colonel Fenwick sum- 
moned Hume Castle to be surrendered to General CromwelL 
The Grovemor answered, *< I know not Cromwell ; and as for 
my Castle, it is built on a rocL^ Whereupon Colonel 
Fenwick played upon him^ a little <with the great guns.^ 
But the Grovemor still would not yield ; nay sent a Letter 
couched in these singular terms : 

'I, Williun of the Wastle, 
Am now in my Castle ; 
And aw the dogs in the town 
Shamia gar * me gang down.' 

So that there remained nothing but opening the mortars upon 
this William of the Wastle ; which did gar him gang down, 
more fool than he went up. 

We also read how Colond Hacker and others rooted out 
bodies of Mosstroopers from Strength after Strength; and 

* took mudi oatmeal,^ which must have been very useful there. 
But this little Entry, a few days subsequent to that of Willie 
Wastle, affiscted us most : < Letters that the Scots in a Village 
called Geddard rose, and armed themselves; and set upon 
Captain Dawson as he returned from pursuing some Moss- 
troopers ; — killed his guide and trumpet ; and took Dawson 
and eight of his party, and after having given them quarter, 
killed them all in cold blood.^* In whidi < Village called 
Geddard,^ do not some readers recognise a known place, 
Jeddari or Jedburgh^ friendly enough to Mosstroopers ; and 

1 MUfim Stat§'Papfi^ p. 84. 

* < Shand garre' is Whitlocke's reading. 

' 14th Febmaiy 1650 (Whitlocke, p. 464). 
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in the transaction itself, a notable example of what is called 
^ Jeddart Justice,^ — killing a man whom you have a pique at ; 
killing him first, to make sure, and then judging him ! — 
However there come Letters too, ^ That the English soldiers 
married divers of the Scots Women ^ ; which was an excellent 
movement on their part ; — and may serve as the concluding 
feature here« 

LETTER CLXII 

The ^Empson^ of this Letter, who is now to have a 
Company in Hacker^s raiment, was transiently visible to us 
once already, as ^ Lieutenant Empson of my regiment,^ in the 
Skirmish at Musselburgh, four months ago.^ Hacker is the 
well-known Colonel Francis Hacker, who attended the King 
<m the scaffold ; having a signed Warrant, which we have 
read, addressed to him and two other Officers to that effect. 
The most conspicuous, but by no means the most approved, 
of his military services to this Country! For which one 
indeed, in over-balance to many others, he was rewarded with 
death after the Restoration. A Rutlandshire man ; a Captain 
from the beginning of the War ; and rather favourably visible, 
from time to time, all along. Of whom a kind of continuous 
Outline of a Biography, considerably different fit>m Caulfield^s 
and other inane Accounts of him,' might still be gathered, 
did it much concern us here. To all appearance, a somewhat 
taciturn, somewhat indignant, very swift, resolute and valiant 
man. He died for his share in the R^dde ; but did not 
profess to repent of it ; intimated, in his taciturn way, that 
he was willing to accept the results of it, and answer for it in 
a mudi higher Court than the Westminster one. We are 
indeed to understand generally, in spite of the light phrase 
whidi Cromwell reprimands in this Letter, that Hacker was a 
religious man ; and in his regicides and other operations did 

* Letter cxxxv., antea, p. 182. 

• Canlfield's High Court ofJustu$^ pp. 83-7 ; Trials oftki Rggicidu^ etc 
VOL. n. S 
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not act without scHne warrant that was very satisfactory to 
him. For the present he has much to do with Mosstroopers ; 
very active upon them; — ^for which * Peebles^ is a good 
locality. He continues visible as a Republican to the last ; 
ia appointed * to raise a regiment ^ for tiie expiring Cause in 
1659y — in which, what a little concerns us, this 
* Hubbert ^ here in question is to be his Major.^ 

TO THE HONOUBABLE COLONEL HACKEB, AT PEEBLES OB SLTO- 



"Edinlmii^/ SMh December 1660. 

SfTy — 1 have ^uted"^ ike best consideration I can^Jbr Ae 
present^ in this business; and aUkough I believe Captain 
Hubbert is a worthy man^ and hear so mudk^ yetj as ike case 
stands^ I cannot, with sati^action to wyst^ and some olherSj 
revoke ike Commission I kad given to Captain Empson, wUkout 
offence to ikem, and reflection upon my own judgment. 

I pray let Captain Hubbert know I AaU not be unmindful 

cf kkn, and ikat no disrespect is intended to kirn. But indeed 

I was not satisfied wUk your last speeck to me about Empson, 

Tkat he was a better preacker ikon Jl^Uer or soldier , — or 

words to ikat effict. TVvly I ikink ke ikat pray s and preaches 

best will fght best. I know notking << tkai"^ wiU give like 

courage and confidence as tke knowledge qfGod in Christ wiU ; 

and I bless God to see any in tkis Army able and wUling to 

impart ike knowledge (key kaoeyjbr ike good qf others. And 

I eocpect it be encouraged^ by all ike ClArf Officers in tkis Army 

especially ; and I kope you will do so. I pray receive Captain 

Empson lovingiy ; I dare assure you ke is a good man and a 

good officers I would we kad no worse. I rest^ your loving 

friendy 

OLIVER OBOMWELL* 

* Commom Joumais^ vii. 669, 675, 824. 

* Harris, p. 516 ; Laosdowne Mss., 1236, fol. 99* contains the address^ which 
Harris has omitted. 
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LETTER CLXIII 

Letieb Hundred-and-sixty-third relates to the exchange of 
three Prisoners whom we saw taken in Dunbar Drove, and 
have had an occasional glimpse of since. Before reading it, 
let us read another Letter, which is quite unconnected with 
this ; but which lies, as we may see, on the Lord GrenenJ^s 
table in Moray House in the Canongate, while he writes this ; 
— and indeed is a unique of its kind : A Letter from the 
Lord Generates Wife. 

< My Lord Chief Justice ^ is Oliver St. John, known to us 
this long while ; ^ President ^ is Bradshaw ; < Speaker ^ is 
Lenthall: high ofScial persons; to whom it were better if 
the Lord Greneral took his Wife^s advice, and wrote 
occasionally. 

*THE LADY ELIZABETH CBOHWELL TO HER *HUSBAND THE LOBD 
GENERAL AT EDINBURGH 

< '' Cockpit, London/ 27th December 1660. 
« My Dearest, — ^I wonder you should blame me for writing 
no oftener, when I have sent three for one : I cannot but 
think they are miscarried. Truly if I know my own heart, I 
should as soon n^lect myself as to <^omit ^ ^ the least thought 
towards you, who in doing it, I must do it to myself. But 
when I do write, my Dear, I seldom have any satisfactory 
answer; which makes me think my writing is slighted; as 
well it may: but I cannot but tUnk your love covers my 
weakness and infirmities. 

< I should rejoice to hear your desire in seemg me ; but I 
desire to submit to the Providence of (rod ; hoping the Lord, 
who hath separated us, and hath often brou^t us together 
again, will in His good time bring us again, to the praise of 
His name. Truly my life is but half a life in your absencep 

^ Word ton out* 
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did not the Lord make it up in Himself, which I must acknow- 
ledge to the piaise of His grace. 

* I would you would think to write sometimes to your dear 
friend my Lord Chief Justice, of whom I have often put you 
in mind. And truly, my Dear, if you would think of what I 
put you in mind of some, it might be to as much purpose as 
others;^ writing sometimes a Letter to the President, and 
sometimes to the Speaker. Indeed, my Dear, you cannot 
think the wrong you do to yourself in the want of a Letter, 
though it were but seldom. I pray think oa ; ' and so rest, 
— ^yours in all faithfulness, Elizabeth Cromwkll.^ ' 

This Letter, in the original, is frightfully spelt ; but other- 
wise exactly as here : the only Letter extant of this Heroine ; 
and not unworthy of a glance from us. It is given in Harris 
too, and in Noble very incorrectly. 

And now for the Letter concerning Provost Jaffiray and his 
two fellow-prisoners, from Dunbar Drove. 

FOE THE BIGHT HONOUBABLE LIEUTBNAKT-6EMEBAL DAVID 
LESLEY : THESE 

Edinburgh^ 17th January 1060. 
jSSr, — I perceive by your last Letter you had not met with 
Mr. Car stairs ^ and Mr. Wa^ighj who were to apply themselves 
to you about Provost Jaff ray's and their releasey ^^ in exchange'* 
for the Seamen and Officers. Bui I understood, by a Paper 
since shown me by them under your hand^ thai you were con^ 
tented to release the said Seamen and Officers for those three 
PersonSy — who have had their discharges accordingly. 

I am contented also to discharge the lAeutenant, ^Hn exchange"^ 
for the Four Troopers at Stirling^ who hath solicited me to 
thai purpose. 

I Hie gjnmmu bad; the noeaniiig erident or discoverable,— and the bad 
grammar a part of that 1 
> 'think ^' is the Lady's old phrase. 
* AftiUn Stati'Papers^ p. 4a * Costairet. 
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/ have^ here enclosed^ sent you a Letter^ which I desire you 
to cause to be conveyed to the CommUtee of EsUxtes ; cmd thai 
mch return shall be sent back to me as they shaU please to give. 
I remam^ Sir^ your humble servant^ 

OLIVER CROMWELL* 

Here is a notice fix>m Balfour : ' At Perth, ^S2d November 
1650 (Rege proesente^ the King being present, as usually after 
that Flight to the Grampian Hills he is allowed to be), ^ the 
Committee of Estates remits to the Committee of Quarterings 
the exchange of Prisoners anent Mr. Alexander Jafiray and 
Mr. John Carstairs, Minister, with some English Prisoners in 
the Castle of Dumbarton.'' Nevertheless, at this date, six or 
Feven weeks after, the business is not yet perfected. 

Alexander Jafiray, as we know ahready, is Provost of 
Aberdeen ; a leading man for the Covenant fix>m of old ; and 
generally the Member for his Biurgh in the Scotch Parliaments 
of these years. In particular, he sits as Commissioner for 
Aberdeen in the Parliament that met 4th January 1649 ;^ 
under which this disastrous Quarrel with the English b^an. 
He was famed afterwards (infamous it then meant) as among 
the first of the Scotch Quakers ; he, with Barclay of Urie, 
and other lesser Fallen-Stars. Personal intercourse with 
CromweU, the Secretary and Blasphemer, had much altered 
the notions of Mr. Alexander Jaffiray. Baillie informed us, 
three months ago, he and Carstairs, then Prisoners-on-parole, 
were sent Westward by Cromwell *to agent the Remonstrance,^ 
— ^to guide towards some good issue the Ker-and-Strahan 
Negotiation ; which, alas, could only be guided headlong into 
the ditches at Hamilton before daybreak, as we saw ! — Jafiray 
sat afterwards in the Little Parliament; was an official person 
in Scotland,^ and one of CromweU^s leading men there. 

^ The next Letter. * Thurloe, L 172. Ltigh Parliament House. 

* iv. 168. * Balfour, iiL 382. 

* Ousted our friend Scotstarvet, — ^most unjustly, thinks he of the Staggering 
Stati (p. 181). There wanted only that to make the Homily on Life's Nothing- 
ness complete 1 
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Carstairs, we have to say or repeat, is one of the AGnisten 
of Glasgow; deep m the confused Remonstrant-Resolutioner 
Controversies of that day; though on which side precisely 
one does not altogether know, periiaps he himself hardly 
altogether knew. From Baillie, who has frequent notices of 
him, it is dear he tends strongly towards the Cromwell view 
in many things; yet with repugnancies, anti-sectary and 
other, difficult for frail human nature. How he managed 
his life-pilotage in these circumstances shall concern himself 
mainly. His Son, I believe, is the ^ Principal Carstairs,^ ^ who 
became very celebrated among the Scotdi Whigs in Kng 
William^s time. He gets home to Glasgow now, where 
perhaps we shall see some glimpses of him again. 

John Waugh (whom they spell Vouch and Wauch^ and 
otherwise distort) was the painful Minister of Borrowstoun- 
ness, in the Shire of Linlithgow. A man of many troubles, 
now and afterwards. Captive in the Dunbar Drove; still 
deaf he to the temptings of Sectary Cromwell ; deafer than ever. 
In this month of January 1651, we perceive he gets his 
deliverance; returns with painfully increased experience, but 
little change of view derived from it, to his paii^ Ministry ; 
where new tribulations await him. From Baillie' I gather 
that the painful Waugh^s invincible tendency was to the 
Resolutioner or Quasi-Malignant side ; and too strong withal ; 
— ^no level sailing, or smooth pilotage, possible for poor 
Waugh! For as the Remonstrant, Protester, or Ker-and- 
Strahan Party, having joined itself to the CromweUean, came 
ultimately to be dominant in Scotland, there ensued for strait- 
laced clerical individuals who would cling too desperately to 
the opposite Resolutioner or Quasi-Malignant side, very bad 
times. There ensued in the first place, very naturally, this. 
That the straitlaced individual, who would not cease to pray 
publicly agcAnti the now Groveming Powers, was put out of 
his living : this ; and if he grew still more desperate, worse 
than this. 
> Bi$f^. BrUatm, in voce ; aomewhat indistinct * iiL 248. 
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Of both which destinies our poor stiaitlaced Waugh may 
serve to us as an emblem here. Some three years hence we 
find that the Cromwellean Groveniment has, in Waugh^s, as in 
various other cases, ejected the straitlaced Resolutioner, and 
inducted a looselaced Protester into his Kirk ; — Cleaving poor 
Waugh the straitlaced to preach * in a bam hard by.^ And 
though the looselaoed ^ have but fifteen,^ and the straitlaced 
< all the Parish,^ it matters not ; the stipend and the Kirk go 
with him whose lacing is loose: one has nothing but one^s 
bam left, and sad reflections. Nay in Waugh^s case, the very 
bfium, proving as is likely an arena of too vehement discourse, 
was taken away from 1dm; and he, Wau^, was lodged in 
Prison, in the Castie of Edinburgh.^ For Waugh < named 
the King in his praj^ers,^ he and ^Mr. Robert Enox^ even 
w^t that length! In Baillie, under date 11th November 
1668, is a most doleful inflexible Letter from Waugh^s own 
hand : ^ brought to the top of this rock,^ as his ultimate 
lodging-place ; ^ having my habitation among the owls of the 
desert, because of my very great uselessness and fruitiessness 
among the sons of men.^ Yet he is right well satisfied, 
conscience yielding him a good etc etc — ^Poor Waugh, I wish 
he would reconsider himself. Whether it be absolutely indis- 
pensable to Christ^s Kirk to have a Nell-6wynn Defender set 
over it, even though descended from Elizabeth Muir ; and if 
no other, not the bravest and devoutest of all British mai, 
will do for that P O Waugh, it is a strange camera-obscura, 
the head of man !— * 



LETTER CLXIV 

We have heard of many Mosstroopers : we heard once of a 
certain Watt, a Tenant of the Earl of Tweedale^ who being 
ruined-out by the War, distinguished himself in this new 
course; and contemporary with him, of *one Augustin a 

^ Baillie, iii. 248, 255, aaS. 
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High-Glerman.^ To which latter some more special momentary 
notice now falls due. 

Read Balfour's record, and then CromwelPs Letter. ^ One 
Augustin, a High-Grerman, being purged out of the Army 
before Dunbar Drove, but a stout and resolute young man, 
and lover of the Scots Nation, — ^imitating Watt, — ^in October 
or November this year, annoyed the Enemy very much ; killing 
many of his stragglers ; and made nightly infalls upon their 
quarters, taking and killing sometimes twenty, sometimes 
thirty, and more or less of them : whereby he both enriched 
himself and his followers, and greatly damnified the Enemy. 
His chief abode was about and in the Mountains of Pentland 
and Soutra.^ — ^And again, fix>m Perth, 19th December 1660 : 
* Memorandum^ That Augustin departed fix>m Fife with a 
party of Six-score horse ; crossed at Blackness on Friday 18th 
December; forced Cromwell^s guards; kiUed eighty men to 
the Enemy ; put-in thirty-six men to Edinburgh Castle, with 
all sorts of spices, and some other things; took thirty-five 
horses and five prisoners, which he sent to Perth the 14th of 
this instant.^ Which feat, with the spices and thirty-six men, 
could not indeed save Edinburgh Castle fix>m surrendering, as 
we saw, next week; but did procure Captain Augustin ^ thanks 
from the Lord Chancellor and Parliament in his Majesty^s 
name,^ and good outlooks from promotion in that quarter.^ 

FOB THE RIGHT HOKOUEABLB THE COMMTITEE OF ESTATES OF THE 
KINGDOM OF SCOTLAIH) : THESE 

Edinburgh, I7tli Jannary 1650. 
My Lords, — HanAng been informed qf divers barbarous 
murders and inhuman acts, perpetrated upon our men by one 
Augustin, a German in employ under you, and one Ross a 
Lieutenant, I did send to Lieutenant-Creneral David Lesley, de- 
siringjustice against the said persons. And to Ike end I might 
make good {he fact upon them, I was wHUng either by com- 
^ Balfour, iv. 166, aio, 214. 
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missioners on both partSy or in any other eqtuil woyy to hceoe the 
duxrge proved. 

The Lieutenant-General was pleased to allege a want of 
power Jrom Public Avihority to enable him herein : which acces- 
sions me to desire yofwr Lordships thai this business may be put 
into such a way cts may give satisfaction; — whereby I may 
understand whai rules your Lordships will hold during this sad 
Contest between the two Nations; ^'rules'" which may evidence 
the War to stand upon other pretences at least than the allowing 
qf such actions wUl suppose. 

Desiring your Lordships^ answer^ I restj my Lordsy your 
humble servant, OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

No effect whatever seems to have been produced by this 
Letter. The Scotch Quasi -Malignant Authorities have 
^ thanked^ Augustin, and are determined to have all the 
benefit they can of him, — ^which cannot be much, one would 
think I Li the following June accordingly we find him 
become < Colonel Augustin,^ probably Major or Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; quartered with Robin Montgomery * at Dumfries "" ; 
giving < an alarm to Carlisle,* but by no means taking it ; — 
< falling in,* on another occasion, < with Two-hundred picked 
men,* but very glad to fall out again, ' nearly all cut off.* In 
strong practical Remonstrance against which, the learned 
Bulstrode has Letters in November, vague but satis&ctoiy, 
* That the Scots themselves rose against Augustin, killed some 
of his men, and drove away the rest * ; entirely disapproving 
of such courses and personages. And then finally in January 
following, ' Letters that Augustin the great robber in Scotland, 
— upon disbanding of the Marquis of Huntly*8 forces,* the 
last remnant of Scotch Malignancy for the present, — * went 
into the Orcades, and there took ship for Norway.** Fair 
wind and full sea to him ! — 

* Thurloe, L 173. Laigh Parliament House. 

' Newspapers (in Cr^mwelUana, p. 104); Whitlocke, 23d Norember 165 1 ; 
a. I4tb January 1651-2. 
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meat of sach sum of mcmey as they shall think fit in respect 
thereof.^ 

An earlier oitry, whidi still in(H« concerns as here, is an 
Order, in favour of one whose name has not reached the Clerk, 
and is now indicated only by stars, That the Council of State 
shall pay him for * making the Statue of the General,^ — 
doubtless this Medal or Effigies of the General ; the name 
indicated by stars being again that of Symonds. The Order, 
we observe, has the same date as the present Letter.^ The 
Medal of Cromwell, executed on this occasion, still exists, 
and is said to be a good likeness.' The Committee-men 
had not taken my Lord Greneral^s advice about the Pailia- 
moit, about the Army with the Lord of Hosts, and the total 
omitting of his own Effigies. Vertue published Engravings 
of all these Medals of Simon (as he spells him) in the 
year 1758. 

The ^ Two Great Seals,* mentioned in the Excerpt above, 
are also worth a word fix>m us. There had a good few 
Great Seals to be made in the course of this War ; all by 
Symonds : of whom, with reference thereto, we find, in 
authentic quarters, various notices, of years long prior and 
posterior to this. The first of all the ^ new Great Seals * was 
the one made, after infinite debates and hesitations, in 1648, 
when Lord Keeper Lyttleton ran away with the original : 
Symonds was the maker of this, as other entries of the same 
Rhadamanthine Commons Journals instruct us : On the 11th 
July 1648, Heniy Marten is to bring ^the man^ that will 
make the new Great Seal, and let us see him ^ tomorrow^; whidi 
man, it turns out, at sight of him, not tomorrow,* but a week 
after, on the 19th July, is <Mr Simonds,** — ^who, we find 
farther, is to have 1002. for his work ; 40/. in hand, 802L so 
soon as his work is done, and the other 80Z. one knows not 
when. Symonds made the Seal duly ; but as for his payment, 
we fear it was not very duly made. Of course when the Com- 

^ Commons Journals t 4th Februazy, 1650- 1. ' Hmrris, p. 51S. 

* Commons Journals^ iii« 162, 174. 
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monwealth and Council of State began, a couple of new 
Great Seals were needed ; and these too, as we see above, 
Symonds made; and is to be paid for them, and for the 
General^s Statue ; — which we hope he was, but are not sure ! 

Other new Seals, Great and Not-so-great, in the subsequent 
mutations, were needed ; and assiduous Symonds made them 
all. Nevertheless, in 1669, when the Protectorate under 
Richard was staggering towards ruin, we find, ^ Mr Thomas 
Symonds Chief Graver of the Mint and Seals,^ repeatedly 
tuming-up with new Seals, new order for payment, and new 
indication that the order was but incompletely complied 
with.^ May 14th, 1669, he has made a new and newest 
Great Seal ; he is to be paid for that, and ^ for the former, 
for which he yet remains unsatisfied.^ Also on the 24th May 
1669,' the Council of State get a new Seal from hun. Then 
on the SSd August, on the Rump Parliament's re-assembling, 
he makes a * new Parliament Seal ' ; and presents a modest 
Petition to have his money paid him ; order is granted very 
promptly to that end ; ^ his debt to be paid for this Seal, and 
for all former work done by him'; — ^we hope^ with com- 
plete efiect* 

Hie Restoration soon followed, and Symonds continued 
still in the Mint under Charles n. ; when it is not very likely 
his claims were much better attended to ; the brave Hollar, 
and other brave Artists, having their own difficulties to get 
life kept-in, during those rare times, Mr. Rigmarole! — 
Sjrmonds, we see, did get the place of Nicholas Briot ; and 
found it, like other brave men's places, fiill of hard work and 
short rations. Enough now of Symonds and the Seab and 
Effigies. 

LETTER CLXVI 

Along with Sjnnonds, various English strangers, we per- 
ceive, are arriving or arrived, on misceUaneous business with 

> Commons /curtiois^ viL 654. * ^M. viL 663. * IMd. viL 654, 663» 765* 
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the Lord General in his Winter-quarters. Part of the Oxford 
Caput is here in Edinburgh, with ^ a very high testimony of 
respect ^ ; whom, in those same hours, the Lord Greneral 
dismisses honourably with their Answer. 

We are to premise that Oxford University, which at the 
end of the First Civil War had been found in a most broken. 
Malignant, altogether waste and ruinous condition, was after- 
wards, not without difficulty, and immense patioice on the 
part of the Parliament Commissioners, radically reformed. 
Philip Earl of Pembroke, he of the lond voice, who dined once 
with Bulstrode in the Guildhall ; ^ he, as Qiancellor of the 
University, had at last to go down in person, in the spring of 
1648 ; — ^put the intemperate Dr. Fell, incorrigible odierwise, 
under lock and key; left the incorrigible Mrs. Dr. Fell, 
< whom the soldiers had to carry out in her diair,^ ' sitting in 
the quadrangle ^ ; appointed a new Vioe-Chancellor, new Heads 
where needful, — and, on the whole, swept the University dean 
of much loud Nons^ise, and left some Piety and Sense, the 
best he could meet with, at work there in its stead.' At 
work, with earnest diligence and good success, as it has since 
continued actually to be, — ^for the contemporary clamours and 
QuereUu about Vandalism, Destructicm of Learning, and so 
forth, prove cm examination to be mere agonised shrieks, and 
unmelodious hysterical wind, forgettable by all creaturesL 
Not easily before or since could tiie Two Universities give 
such account of themselves to mankind, under all categories^ 
human and divine, as during those Puritan years. 

But now Philip of Pembroke, the loud-voiced Chancellor of 
Oxford, is dead ; and the reformed University, after due con- 

* Antea» p. 34. 

' Act and Visitors' names in Scobdl, L 116 (ist May 1647): tee Ccmmont 
faumals, ▼. 83-142 (loth February— 15th April 1647): 8th March 1647-8, 
Chancellor Pembroke is to go (Neal, iL 307 ; Walker, i. 133) ; makes report, 
and is thanked, 21st April 1648 {Cwnmom Journals. ▼. 538). Copkxis history 
of the proceedings, from the Pnxitan side, in Neal, iL 290-314 ; and from the 
Royalist side, in Walker's Sufferings rf tk$ CUrgy^ L 124-142, which latter, 
amid its tempestitoiis froth, has many entertaining traits. 
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saltation, has elected the Lord Gkneral in his stead ; to which 
* high testimony ^ here is his response. — ^ Dr. Greenwood,^ 
who, I think, has some cast about his eyes, is otherwise a 
most reoommendable man : ^ Bachelor, then Doctor of Divinity, 
sometimes Fellow of Brasenose College,^ says Royalist 
Anthony,^ ^and lately made Principal of the said Collie 
by the Committee and Parliamentary Visitors ; a severe and 
good Grovemor, as weU in his Vice-Chancellorship as Princi- 
pality ; continued till the Eing^s return, and then ^ — 

TO THE BEVEBXND DB. GKEEKWOOD, VICE-CHAUCSLLOK OF THS 
ITMIVEBSmr OF OXFOJU)^ AKD OTHER iTKifWKM OF THE 
CONVOCATION. 

BcUnlmrgh^ 4th Feb. 1060. 

Honoured Gentlemen^ — I hcwe received, by the hands qf 
those worthy Persons of your University sent by you into 
Scotland, a Testimony qf very high respect and honour, in 
^your'" choosing me to be your ChanceUor. Which deserves 
aJiiUer return, qf deep resentment, value and acknowledgment, 
than I am any ways able to moke. Only give me leave a little 
to expostulaie, on your and my awn behalf I cofnfrss it was 
in your Jreedom to elect, and it would be very unkngenious in 
me to reflect upon your action ; only (though somewhat late) 
let me advise you qf my unfitness to answer the ends qf so 
great a Service and Obligation, with some things very obvious. 

I suppose a principal aim in such elections hath not only 
respected abilities and interest to serve you, but Jreedom ^^ae^ 
to opportunities qf time and place. As the first may not be 
well supposed, so the want qf the latter may well become me to 
represent to you. You know where Prooidence hath placed me 
Jbr the present ; and to what I am related if ihis call were off^ 
— / being tied to attendance in another Land as much out qf 
the way qf serving you as this, Jbr some certain time yet to 

> Wood's FasH, iL 157 (in AtkiHa^ w.), of July 1649. 
* Lord lieatenaot of Ireland ' for three years to come' {Commtm Jmamah^ 
fi* 339), 22d June 1649. 
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come appoinUd hy the Parliament. The known esteem and 
honour of this place is suchy thai I should wrong it and your 
faioowr very muchy and your Jreedom in choosing me, if, either 
by pretend^ modesty or in any unbenign way^ I should (Sspute 
ihe acceptance of it. Only I hope it will not be imputed to me 
as a neglect towards youy that I cannot serve you in tiie 
measure I desire. 

I offer these exceptions with aU candour and clearness to 
youy as ^ leaving you^ most free to mend your choice in case 
you think them reasonable ; and shall not reckon myself the less 
obliged to do aU good offices Jbr the University. But if these 
prevail noty and Huxt I must continue this honour y — until I can 
personally serve youy you shall not xoant my prayers Thai that 
seed and stock qf Piety and Leamingy so marvellously springing 
up amongst yoUy may be useful to that great and glorious 
Kingdom qf our Lord Jesus Christ ; qf the approach qf which 
so plentifd an effusion qf the Spirit upon those hopefid plants 
is one qf the best presages. And in aU other things I shaUy 
by the Divine assistanccy improve my poor abilities and interests 
in manifesting myself to the University and yourselveSy your 
most cordial friend and servanty OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

On the same Tuesday, 4th Febniaiy 1650-1, while the 
Lord General is writing this and the former Letter, his Army, 
issuing from its Leith Citadel and other Winter-quarters, has 
marched westward towards Stirling ; he himself follows on the 
morrow. His Army on Tuesday got to Linlithgow; the 
Lord General overtook them at Falkirk on Wednesday. Two 
such days of wind, hail, snow and rain as made our soldiers 
very uncomfortable indeed. On Friday, the morning proving 
fair, we set out again ; got to Kilsyth ; — ^but the hail-reservoirs 
also opened on us again : we found it impossible to get along ; 
and so returned, by the road we came ; back to Edinburgh on 
Saturday,^ — coated with white sleet, but endeavouring not to 

* From the Archives of Oxford UniTcrsity; commanicated br Rev. Dr. Blist. 
1 Perfect Diurnal (in Cromwelliana, p. xoo). 
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be discouraged. We hope we much terrified the Scots at 
Stirling ; but the hail-reservoirs proved friendly to them. 

LETTER CLXVII 

The Oxford Convocation has received the foregoing Letter, 
* canting Letter sent thereunto,^ as crabbed Anthony designates 
it, ^ dated at Edinbuigh on the 4th of February,^ and now at 
length made public in print ; they have < read it in Convoca^ 
tion,* continues Anthony, 'whereat the Members made the 
House resound with their cheerful acclamations^;^ — and the 
Lord Greneral is and continues their Chancellor ; encouraging 
and helping forward them and their work, in many ways, amid 
his weighty affairs, in a really faithful manner. As begins to 
be credible without much proof of ours, and might still be 
abundantly proved if needful. 

Here however, in the first blush of the business, comes Mr. 
Waterhouse, with a small recommendation from the Lord 
Creneral ; ' John Waterhouse of Great Greenford in Middlesex, 
son of Francis Waterhouse by Bridget his wife,' if anybody 
want to know him better; ' — ' a student heretofore for eighteen 
years in Trinity Collie, Cambridge,' a meritorious Man and 
Healer since ; whom one may well decorate with a Degree, or 
decorate a Degree with, by the next opportunity. 

TO MT VERT WORTHY FRIEND DR. GREENWOOD, VICE-CHANCELLOR 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 

Edinburgh, 14th February 1650. 
«SSr, — TTiis Genileman^ Mr. Waierhouse^ went aoer into 
Ireland as Physician to the Army there ; qf whose diligence^ 
fidelity and abilities I had much experience. Whilst I was 
theref he constantly attended the Army: and havings to my 
own knowledge^ done very much good to the Officers atnd 

> PasH^ it 159. 

* Ibid, 163 : * created Doctor of Physic by Tirtue of the Letters of Oliver 
Cromwell, General ' (lath March 1650-1). 

VOL. n. T 
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Soldiers^ by his skiU and industry ; — and being upon urgent 
occasion lately come into Engiand^ ^he^ hath desired me to 
recommend himjbr the obtaimng qf the Degree of Doctor in 
that Science. Wherefore I earnestly desire you tJuUy when 
lie shaB repair to you^ you ^ wiU give him your best a^ssistance 
for the d>twnkng qf the said Degree; he being shortly to 
return back to his charge in Ireland. 

By doing whereof^ as you wiU encourage one who is willing 
and ready to serve the Public^ so you wiU also lay a very 
great obligation upon, Sir, your affectionate servant, 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 



LETTER CLXVIII 

Colonel Robert Lilbuen, a stout impetuous soldier, as both 
his Brothers were, and steady to his side as neither of them 
was, had the honour, at a critical time, in the Summer of 
1648, while Duke Hamilton and his Scots were about invad- 
ing us, to do the State good service, as we transiently saw, ' — 
to beat down, namely, and quite suppress, in Lancashire, a 
certain Sir Richard Tempest and his hot levyings of ^ 1000 
horse,^ and indeed thereby to suppress all such levyings on 
behalf of the said Duke, in those Northern parts. An im- 
portant, and at the time most welcome service. Letter of 
thanks, in consequence; reward of 10002. in consequence, — 
reward voted, never yet paid, nor, as would seem, likely soon 
to be. Colonel Robert will take Delinquents^ lands for his 
1000/. ; will buy Bear Park, with it and with other de- 
bentures or moneys : Bear Park, once Beaurepaiare, a pleasant 
manor near native Durham, belongs to the Cathedral land ; 
and might answer both parties, would the Committee of 
Obstructions move. 

^ ' that yon' in the hatty original. 

* From the ArchiTes of Oxford University ; oommnnicated by ReT. Dr. BUtt. 

• Antea, vol. L p. 327. 
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TO THE RIGHT HOKOURABLE WILLIAM LENTHALL, ESQUIRE, SPEAKER 
OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND : 
THESE 

Edinburgh, 8th March 1650. 

Sh-f — I am informed thai Colonel Robert lAUmm is like to 
be damnified very muchy in relation to his purchase (jf the 
Manwr of Bear Park in the County qf Durham^ by being 
employed in the service qfthe Commonwealth tn^ Scotland: — 
which business (as I understand)^ upon his Petition to the 
Parliament y was referred to the Committee qf Obstructions^ and 
a Report ihereqf haih lain ready in the hands qf Mr. John 
Corbet f a long time^ unreported. 

I do therefore humbly desire that the House may be mooed 
to take the said Report into speedy consideration^ that so 
Colonel LXBbfum may have redress tJierein^ iuxording as you 
think JU ; and thai his readiness and willingness to return to 
his charge here^ and leave his own affairs to serve the Public^ 
may not turn to his disadvantage. I doubt not but those 
services he hath done in England and here wHl be a sufficient 
motive to gratify him herein ; which shall be acknowledged by^ 
Sir^ your most humble servant^ 

OLIVER CROMWELL* 

Committee of Obstructions, *a Committee for removing 
Obstructions to the Sale of Dean-and-Chapter Lands,^ does 
accordingly bestir itself; and on Tuesday 18th March, the 
due order is given.' To which, we doubt not, as the matter 
then drops, effect was given, — ^till the Restoration came, and 
ousted Colonel Robert and some others. Whether the 
Colonel personally ever lived at Bear Park, or has left any 
trace of his presence there, the Coimty Histories and other 
accessible records do not say. 

^ * of ' in orig. * Baker Mss. (Cambridge)9 xzxv. 79. 

* C^mm§mJaHmalSt vL 492 (7th November 1650), his < Petition,' referred to 
in this Letter ; ib, 549 (i8th March 1650), dne * redress' to him. 
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LETTER CLXIX 

Here next, firom another quarter, is a new University 
matter, — Project of a College at Duiiiam; emerging inci- 
dentally like a green fruitful islet fix)m amid the dim storms 
of War ; agreeably arresting the eye for a moment. 

Concerning which read in the Commons Journals of May 
last : ^ A Letter from the Sheriff and Grentlemen of the County 
of Duresmey dated 24th April 1660; with a Paper ^ or 
Petition of the same date, < << delivered-in by the Grand Jury at 
the Sessions of the Peace holden at Duresme the S4th of April 
1660, To be presented to the Honourable Parliament of this 
Nation,^ — ^were this day read. Ordered^ That it be referred 
to the Committee of Obstructions for Sale of Dean-and-Chapter 
Lands, to consider these Desires of the Grentlemen and others 
of that County, toudung the converting some of the Buildings 
at Duresme called the " Collie,** which were the Houses of 
the late Dean and Chapter, into some College or Sdiool of 
Literature ; to state the business, to ^ ^ — ^in short, to get on 
with it if possible. 

This was some ten months ago, but stiU there is no visible 
way made ; and now in the wild Spring weather here has been, 
I suppose, some Deputation of the Northern Grentry riding 
through the wild mountains, with humane intent, to repre- 
sent the matter to the Lord Greneral at Edinburgh; from 
whom, if he pleased to help it forward, a word might be veiy 
furthersome. The Lord General is prompt with his word ; — 
writes this Letter as I find, this and the forgoing, in some 
interval of a painful fit of sickness he has been labouring 
under. 

> Commons JaurtMlSt vL 410 (8th Mftj 1650). 
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TO THS BIGHT HONOUEAfiLB WILUAM LEMTHALL, ESdUIKE, SPKAKKIt 
OF THE FAEIilAMKNT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF KNOLAIID *. 
THESE 

Edinburgh, 11th March 1660. 

iSSr, — Hcmng received information from the Mayor and 
Citixens of Durham^ and eome Gentlemen qf the Northern 
Counties J Thai upon their Petition to the Parliament ^ * that the 
Houses of the late Dean and Chapter in the City qf Durham 
might be converted into a College or School qf LUerature^ ihe 
Parliament was pleased in May last to r^/ir ihe same to the 
Committee Jor removing Obstructions to the sale qf Dean-^md- 
Chapter Lands j * to consider thereon, and to report their opinion 
therein to the House^:^ Which said Committee^ as I am also 
informed, heme so Jar approved thereof as that they are qf an 
opinion That the said Houses wiU be a Jit place to erect a 
College or School Jbr all the Sciences and Liter a:ture, and that 
it wiU be a pious and laudable work and qf great use to ihe 
Northern parts; and have ordered Sir Arthur Hcudrig to 
make report thereof to the House accordingly: And the said 
Citixens and Gentlemen having made some address to me to 
contribute my assistance to them therein: 

To which, in so good and pious a work, I could not hut 
unUingbf and heartily concur. And not knowing wherein I 
might better serve them, or answer their desires, than by recom- 
mending the same to the Parliament by. Sir, yourseff their 
Speaker, — I do therefore make it my humble and earnest request 
that the House may be moved, as speedily as conveniently may 
be. To hear ihe Report qf ihe said Committee concerning the 
said Business, Jrom Sir Arthur HaseMg; that so the House, 
taking the same into consideration, may do therein what shaU 
seem meet Jbr the good qf those poor Countries. 

TVuhf it seems to me a matter qf great concernment and 
importance ; as that which, by ihe blessing qf God, may much 
conduce to the promoting qf learning and piety in those poor 
^ CcmmamJoumaUf nbi tnpim. 
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rude and ignorard parts ; — ifiere being also many concurring 
advantages to this Place, as pleasantness and aptness qf situa- 
tiony healthful (Ar, and plenty qf praoisionSj which seem to 
Jixoour and plead Jbr {hew desires therein. And besides the 
good, so obvious tous,^ which ^ those Northern Counties may 
reap thereby, who knows but the setting on Jbot this work at 
this time may suit with God's present dispensations ; and may, 
— f^ due care and circumspection be used in the right constitut- 
ing and carrying-on the same, — tend to, and by the blessing qf 
God produce, such happy and glorious Jruits as are scarce 
thought on orjbreseen ! 

Sir, not doubting of your readiness and zeal to promote so 
good and public a work, I crave pardon Jbr this boldness ; and 
rest, your most humble servant, OLIVER CBOMWELLJ^ 

Whereupon the Committee for removing Obstructions does 
bestir itself; manages, in three months hence (for we do 
nothing rashly), to report ^ by < Sir Arthur Haselrig, touching 
Duresme Collie-Buildings to be converted to a College or 
School for all the Sciences of Literature : That ^ — that — ^And, 
in brief, History itself has to report that the pious Project, 
thanks mainly to furtherance by the Lord General, whose 
power to further it increased by and by, did actually, some 
seven years hence, take effect;' — actually b^an giving 
Lessons of human Grammar, human Geography, Geometry, 
and other divine Knowledge, to the vacant human mind, — in 
those once sleepy Edifices, dark heretofore, or illuminated 
mainly by Dr. Cosins^s Papistical waxlights or the like : and 
so continued, in spite of opposition, till the Blessed Restora- 
tion put a stop to it, and to some other things. In late 

* Baker mss. zxriii. 455 : printed also in Hutchinson's History of Durham ; 
and elsewhere. ^ Commons Journals (vi 589), i8th June 1651. 

* Protector's iMtors-Patent of 15th May 1657, following np his Ordmamain 
Council ct the previous Year : Hutchinson's History of th* County PaiaHno of 
Durham (Newcastle, 1785), L 5i4-3a See Cooper's Annals of Cambridge^ iiL 
473 (Cambridge Petition against it: i8th April 1659). ^Throye apace/ sayt 
Hotdunson, 'till' etc 
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years there is again some kind of Durham College giving 
Lessons, — ^I hope, with good success. 

LETTER CLXX 

Bt that tempestuous sleety expedition in the beginning of 
Februaiy my Lord General caught a dangerous illness, which 
hung about him, reappearing in three successive relapses, till 
June next ; and greatly alarmed the Commonwealth and the 
Authorities. As this to Bradshaw, and various other Letters 
still indicate. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD PRESmSMT OF THE COUNCIL 
OF STATE : THESE 

Edinburgh, 24th March ie5a 
My Lordj — I do wUh aU humble thankfulness acknowledge 
your highjavour^ and tender respect qf me^ expressed in your 
Letter^ and the Express sent therewith to inquire after one so 
unworthy as myself. 

Indeed f my Lord, your service needs not me: I am a poor 
creahire ; and have been a dry bone ; and am still an unprofit- 
able servant to my Master and you. I thought I should have 
died qf this JU of sickness ; but the Lord seemeth to dispose 
otherwise. But truly ^ my Lordy I desire not to live, unless I 
may obtain mercy from the Lord to appraoe my heart and life 
to Him in mere Jaithfulness and ihankfulness^ and ^to^ those 
I serve in more profitableness and diligence. And I pray God^ 
your Lordship^ and all in public trusty may improve all those 
unparalleled experiences qf the Lord's wonderful Workings in 
your sighty with singleness qf heart to His glory y and the re* 
Jreshment qf His People; who are to Him as the apple qf His 
eye ; and upon whom your enemiesy bothjbrmer and lattery who 
haveJaUen before youy did split themselves. 

This shall be the unfeigned prayer qf my Lordy your most 
humble servanty OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

* Newspapers (in Cramwillianat p. loi). 
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From Edinburgh, of date 18th March, by special ExpresB 
we have this comfortable intelligence : * The Lord Greneral is 
now well recovered : he was in his dining-room today with 
his Officers, and was very cheerful and pleasant.^ And the 
symptoms, we see, continue good and better on the 24th. 
< So that there is not any fear, by the blessing of Grod, but 
our Greneral will be enabled to take the field when the 
Provisions arrive.^ < Dr. Groddard ^ is attending him.^ Before 
the end of the month he is on foot again ; sieging Blackness, 
sieging the Island of Inchgarvie, or giving Colonel Monk 
directions to that end. 



LETTER CLXXI 

The following Letter brings its own commentary . 

POa MY BELOVED WISE ELIZABETH CEOHWELL, AT THE COCKPIT : 

THESE 

''Edinburgh/' 12tli April 166L 
My Dearesiy — I praise the Lord I am increased in strength 
in my outward man: But that wiU not satif/y me excefi I get 
a heart to love and serve my heavenly Faiher better ; and get 
mere of the light qf His countenance^ which is better than B/if 
and more power over my corruptions^ — in these hopes I waU^ 
and am not without eapectation qf a gracious return. Pray 
Jbr me ; truly I do daily Jbr thee and the dear FamUy ; and 
God Almighty bless you M with His spiritual blessings. 

Mind poor Betty qf the LorJts great mercy. Ohy I desire 
her not only to seek the Lord in her necessity ^ but in deed and 
in truth to turn to the Lord ; and to keep close to Him ; and 
to take heed qf a departing hearty and of being cozened with 
worldly vanities and worldly company^ which I doubt she is too 
subject to. I earnestly and Jrequenily pray Jbr her and Jbr 
him. Truly they are dear to me^ very dear ; and I am injear 
* Newspapen (in CromweUiana, pp. loo-i). 
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leH ScUan should deceive ihem^ — knowing how weak ovr hearts 
arey amd how mbile the Adoersary is^ and what xoay the deceit- 
fulneesofour hearts and the vain world makejbr his tempta- 
tions. The Lord give them truth (jf heart to Him. Let them 
seek Him in truthy and they shall Jkid Him. 

My laoe to the dear UtUe ones ; I prayjbr grace for them. 
I thank themjbr their Letters ; let me have them often. 

Beware qf my Lord Herberfs resort to your house. If he 
do sOy it may occasion scandaly as if I were bargaining with 
him. Indeedy be wiscy — you know my meaning. Mind Sir 
Henry Vane (ff the business qf my Estate. Mr. Floyd knows 
my whole mind in that matter. 

(fDick CromweU and his Wife be with youy my dear love to 
them. Iprayjbr them : they shatty God wilKngy hear from me. 
I love them very dearly. — Truly I am not able as yet to write 
much. I am xveary ; and rest, thine, 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

'Betty^ and ^he^are Elizabeth Claypole and her Husband ; 
of whom, for the curious, there is a longwinded intricate 
account by Noble,^ but very little discoverable in it. They 
lived at Norborough, which is near Market Deeping, but in 
Northamptonshire ; where, as already intimated, the Lady 
Protectress, Widow Elizabeth Cromwell, after the Restora- 
tion, found a retreat. ^They had at least three sons and 
daughters.^ Claypole became ^Master of the Horse ^ to 
Oliver; sat in Parliament; made an elegant appearance in 
the world : — ^but dwindled sadly after his widowership ; his 
second marriage ending in ^ separation,^ in a third quasi- 
marriagCy and other confusions, poor man ! But as yet the 
Lady Claypole lives; bright and brave. < Truly they are 
dear to me, very dear.^ 

< Dick Cromwell and his Wife ^ seem to be up in Town on 
a visit; — ^living much at their ease in the Cockpit, they. 
Brother Henry, in these same days, is out ^in the Eing^s 
* Cole Mss. xzziu. 37 : a Copy ; Copies are frequent ^ ii. 375, etc. 
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County^ in Ireland; doing hard duty at ^BeJlybawn^ and 
elsewhere,^ — ^the distinguished Colonel Cromwell. And Deputy 
Ireton, with his labours, is wearing himself to death. In the 
same house, one works, another goes idle. 

^ The Lord Herbert ^ is Henry Somerset, eldest son of the 
now Marquis of Worcester, — of the Lord Glamoigan whom 
we knew slightly at Ragland, in underhand ^ Irish Treaties * 
and suchlike ; whose Century qf Inventions is still slightly 
known to here and there a reader of Old Books. ^This Lord 
Herbert,^ it seems, ^became Duke of Beaufort after the 
Restoration.^ For obvious reasons, you are to ^beware of 
his resort to your house at present.^ A kind of professed 
Protestant he, but come of rank Papists and Malignants; 
which may ^ve rise to commentaries. One stupid Annotator 
on a certain Copy of this Letter says, * his Lordship had an 
intrigue with Mrs. Claypole ^ ; — which is evidently downright 
stupor and falsehood, like so much else. ' 



LETTER CLXXII 

Upon the Surrender of Edinburgh Castle, due provision had 
been made for conveyance of the Public Writs and Registers 
to what quarter the Scotch Authorities might direct; and 
< Passes,^ under the Lord General^s hand, duly granted for 
that end. Archibald Johnston, Lord Register, we conclude, 
had superintended the operation ; had, after much labour, 
bundled the Public Writs properly together into masses, 
packages ; and put them on shipboard, considering this the 
eligiblest mode of transport towards Stirling and the Scotch 
head-quarters at present. But now it has fallen out, in the 
middle of last month, that the said ship has been taken, as 
many ships and shallops on both sides now are; and the 
Public Writs are in jeopardy : whereupon ensues correspond 
ence ; and this fair Answer firom my Lord General : 

' Newspapers (in Crcmtueliiama, p. 102). 
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*^ TO THE HONOU&ABLB ARCHIBALD JOHNSTON, LORD REGISTER OF 
SCOTLAND: THESE ^ 

Edinboigh, 12tli April 1651. 

My Lordy — Upon the perusal of the Passes formerly given 
for the sfxfe passing of the Public Writs and Registers qf the 
Kingdom qf Scotland^ I do think they ^ ought to be restored : 
and they shall be so^ to such persons as you shall appoint to 
receive them ; with passes for persofis and vessels^ to carry them 
to such place as shall be appointed : — so that it be done within 
one month neai following. 

Therewith send you a Pass for your Servant to go into Fife^ 
and to return with the other Clerks ; and rest, your servant^ 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

Warriston^s answer, written on Monday, the 12th being 
Saturday, is given also in Thurloe. The Lord Greneral's phrase, 
< perusal of the Passes,^ we now find is prospective, and means 
^ reperusal,^ new sight of them by the Lord General ; which, 
Archibald earnestly urges, is impossible ; the original Passes 
being now far off in the hands of the Authorities, and the 
Writs in a state of imminent danger, lying in a ship at Leith, 
as Archibald obscurely intimates, which the English Governor 
has got his claws over, and keeps shut-up in dock ; with a 
considerable leak in her, too : very bad stowage for such 
goods.^ Which obscure intimation of Archibald's becomes 
lucid to us, as to the Lord Greneral it already was, when we 
read this sentence of Bulstrode\ under date 22d March 
1660-1 : * Letters that the Books and GtKxls belonging to 
the ^ Scotch ^ King and Register were taken by the Parlia- 
ment's ships ; and another ship, laden with oats, meal, and 
other provisions, going to Fife : twenty-two prisoners/ • For 

^ The Writs and Registers. 

* Thurloe, L 117. Records of the Laigh Parliament House. 

• Ibid. • Whitlockc, p. 49a 
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captures and small sea-surprisals abound in the Frith at 
present ; the Parliament-ships busy on one hand ; and the 
< Captain of the Bass,* the ^Shippers of Wemyss,* and the 
like active persons doing their duty on the other, — ^whereby 
infinite ^ biscuit,* and such small ware, is fix)m time to time 
realised.^ 

Without doubt the Public Writs were all redelivered, 
according to the justice of the case ; and the term of * one 
month,* which Archibald pleads hard to get lengthened, was 
made into two, or the necessary time. Archibald's tone 
towards the Lord Greneral is anxiously respectful, nay submis- 
sive and subject In fact, Archibald belongs, if not by 
profession, yet by invincible tendency, to the Remonstrant 
Eer-and-Strahan Party ; and looks dimly forward to a near 
time when there will be no refuge for him, and the like of 
him, but Cromwell. Strahan, in the month of January last, 
is already ^excommunicated, and solemnly delivered to the 
Devil, in the Church of Perth.* ^ This is what you have to 
look for, from a Quasi-Malignant set of men ! 

This Archibald, as is well known, sat afterwards in Crom- 
well's Parliaments ; became ^ one of Cromwell's Lords * ; and 
ultimately lost his life for these dangerous services. Archibald 
Johnston of Warriston ; loose-flowing Bishop Burnet's unde 
by the Mother's side : a Lord Register of whom all the world 
has heard. Redactor of the Covenanters' protests, in 1687, 
and onwards; redactor perhaps of the Covenant itself; canny 
lynx-eyed Lawyer, and austere Presbyterian Zealot; full of 
fire, of heavy energy and gloom : in fact, a very notable 
character ; — of whom our Scotch friends might do well to 
give us farther elucidations. Certain of his Letters edited by 
Lord Hailes,' a man of fine intelligence, though at that time 
ignorant of this subject, have proved well worth their paper 
and ink. Many more, it appears, still lie in the Edinburgh 
Archives. A good selection and edition of them were desir- 

^ Balfour, iv. 904, 241, 351, etc. * /iW. It. 24a 

* M$morials and lMt$rs in the R$ign <f CharUs I. (Glasgow, 1766). 
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able. But, alas, will any human soul ever again love pooi 
Waniston, and take pious pains with him, in this world? 
Properly it turns all upon that ; and the chance seems rather 
dubious ! — 

SECOND VISIT TO GLASGOW 

That Note to Warriston, and the Letter to Elizabeth 
Cromwell, as may have been observed, are written on the 
same day, Saturday 12th April 1661. Directly after which, 
on Wednesday the 16th, there is a grand Muster of the 
Army on Muiraelburgh links ; preparatory to new operations. 
Blackness Fort has surrendered ; Inchgarvie Island is beset by 
gunboats : Colonel Monk, we perceive, who has diarge of 
these services, is to be made Lieutenant-Greneral of the 
Ordnance : and now there is to be an attack on Burntisland 
with gunboats, which also, one hopes, may succeed. As for 
the Army, it is to go westward this same afternoon ; try 
whether cautious Lesley, straitened or assaulted from both 
west and east, will not come out of his Stirling fastness, so 
that some good may be done upon him. The Muster is held 
on Musselburgh Links ; whereat the Lord Greneral, making 
his appearance, is received * with shouts and acclamations,^ the 
sight of him infinitely comfortable to us.^ The Lord Greneral^s 
health is somewhat reestablished, though he has had relapses, 
and still tends a little towards ague. * About three in the 
afternoon ^ all is on march towards Hamilton ; quarters 
* mostly in the field there.^ Where the Lord Greneral himself 
arrives, on Friday night late ; and on the morrow afternoon 
we see Glasgow again. 

Concerning which here are two notices fix)m opposite 
points of the compass, curiously corroborative of one another ; 
whidi we must not withhold. Face-to-face glimpses into the 
old dead actualities ; worth rescuing with a Cromwell in the 
centre of them. 

* Newspapers (in Cramweliiana^ p. I02y. 
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The first is fix>m Baillie ; ^ shows us a glance of our old 
friend Carstairs withal. Read this fraction of a Letter : 
^ Reverend and dear Brother, — For preventing of mistakes,'' 
lest you should think us looselaced, Remonstrant, sectarian 
individuals, * we have thought meet to advertise you that 
Cromwell having come to Hamilton on Friday late, and to 
Glasgow on Saturday with a body of his Army, sooner than 
we could well with safety have retired ourselves,^ — ^there was 
nothing for it but to stay and abide him here ! ^ On Sunday 
forenoon he came unexpectedly to the High Inner Kirk ; 
where quietly he heard Mr. Robert Ramsay,^ unknown to 
common readers, * preach a very honest sermon, pertinent to 
his ^ Cromwell^s * case. In the afternoon he came, as unex- 
pectedly, to the < Hi^ Outer Kirk ; where he heard Mr. John 
Carstairs,^ our old friend, ^ lecture, and ^ a ^ Mr. James 
Durham preach, — graciously, and weel to the times as could 
have been desired.^ So that you see we are not of the loose- 
laced species, we ! < And generally all who preached that day 
in the Town gave a fiedr enough testimony against the Sect- 
aries." — ^Whereupon, next day, Cromwell sent for us to confer 
with him in a friendly manner. ^AU of us did meet to 
advise," for the case was grave : however, we have decided to 
go ; nay are just going ; — ^but, most unfortunately, do not 
write any record of our interview I Nothing, except some 
transient assertion elsewhere that ^ we had no disadvantage in 
the thing.'* — So that now, from the opposite point of the 
compass, the old London Newspaper must come in ; curiously 
confirmatory : 

*Sir, — ^We came hither* to Glasgow *on Saturday last, 
April 19th. The Ministers and Townsmen generally stayed 
at home, and did not quit their habitations as formerly. Tlie 
Ministers here have mostly deserted from the proceedings 
beyond the Water," at Perth, — and are in fact given to 
Remonstrant ways, though Mr. Baillie denies it : ^ yet they 
are equally dissatisfied with us. But though they preach 
> (Glasgow, 22nd April 1651), iiL 16$. ' Baillie, iii. 168. 
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against us in the pulpit to our faces, yet we permit them 
without disturbance, as willing to gain them by love. 

<My Lord General sent to them to give us a friendly 
Christian meeting, To discourse of those things which they 
rail against us for ; that so, if possible, all misunderstandings 
between us might be taken away. Which accordingly they 
gave us on Wednesday last There was no bitterness nor 
passion vented on either side ; all was with moderation and 
tenderness. My Lord Greneral and Major-Greneral Lambert, 
for the most part, maintained the discourse ; and, on their 
part, Mr. James Guthry and Mr. Patrick Gillespie.^ We 
know not what satisfaction they have received. Sure I am, 
there was no such weight in their arguments as might in 
the least discourage us fix>m what we have imdertaken ; the 
chief thin^ on which they insisted being our Invasion into 
Scotland.'* 

The Army quitted Glasgow after some ten days ; rather 
hastily, on Wednesday 80th April ; pressing news, some false 
alarm of movements about Stirling, having arrived by express 
from the East. They marched again for Edinburgh; — 
quenched some foolish Town Riot, which had broken out 
among the Glasgow Baillies themselves, on some quarrel of 
their own ; and was now tuning and wriggling, in a most 
unseemly manner, on the open streets, and likely to enlist the 
population generally, had not Cromwell^s soldiers charitably 
scattered it asunder before they went.' In three days they 
were in Edinburgh again. 

When a luminous body, such as Oliver Cromwell, happens 
to be crossing a dark Country, a dark Century, who knows 
what he will not disclose to us ! For example : On the 
Western edge of Lanarkshire, in the desolate uplands of 

^ ' Gelaspy ' the Sectarian spells ; in all particulars of £Eu:ts he coincides with 
Baillie. Guthry and Gillespie, noted men in that time, published a ' Sum ' of 
this Interview (Baillie, iii. i68), but nobody now knows it 

* Newspapers (in CromweliiaMa, p. 102). 

' Ane Information concerning the late Tumult in Glasgow, Wednesday, April 
30th,* at the very time of Cromweirs Removal (in Baillie, iii. 161). 
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the Kirk of Shotts, there dwelt at that time a worshipful 
Family of Scotch Lairds, of the name of Stewart, at a House 
called Allertoun, — a lean turreted angry-looking old Stone 
House, I take it ; standing in some green place, in the alluvial 
hollows of the Auchter Bum or its tributaries : most obscure ; 
standing lean and grim, like a thousand such ; entirely 
unnoticeable by History, — ^had not Oliver chanced to pass in 
that direction, and make a call there ! Here is an account of 
that event : unfortunately very vague, not written till the 
second generation after ; indeed, palpably incorrect in some of 
its details ; but indubitable as to the main fact ; and too 
curious to be omitted here. The date, not given or hinted at 
in the original, seems to fix itself as Thursday 1st May 1651. 
On that day Auchter Bum rushing idly on as usual, the grim 
old turreted Stone House, and rigorous Presbyterian inmates, 
and desolate uplands of the Kirk of Shotts in general, — saw 
Cromwell^s face, and have become memorable to us. Here is 
the record given as we find it.^ 

< There was a fifth Son' of Sir Walter Stewart, Laiid of 
AUertoun : * James ; who in his younger years was called 
^ the Captain of Allertoun,'' — ^fix)m this indd^it : Oliver 
Cromwell, Captain-Greneral of the English Sectarian Army, 
after taking Edinburgh Castle, was making a Progress through 
the West of Scotland ; and came down towards the River 
Gyde near Lanark, and was on his march back, against King 
Charles the Second^s Army, then with the King at Stirling. 
Being informed of a near way through Auchtermuir, he came 
with some Greneral Officers to reconnoitre ; and had a Guide 
along. Sir Walter, being a Royalist and Covenanter, had 
absconded. As he ' Cromwell ^ passed, he called in at AUer- 
toun for a farther Guide ; but no men were to be found, save 
one valetudinary Grentleman, Sir Walter's Son,' — ^properly a 
poor valetudinary Boy, as appears, who of course could do 
nothing for him. 

< He found the road not practicable for carriages ; and 
^ C^ltuess CoiUctiom^ published by the Maitland Club (Glasgow, 184a), p. 9. 
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upon his return he called in at Sir Walter'^s House. There 
was none to entertain him but the Lady and Sir Walter^s 
sickly Son. The good Woman was as much for the King and 
Royal Family as her Husband : but she ofPered the Greneral 
the civilities of her House ; and a glass of canary was 
presented. The General observed the forms of these times (I 
have it from good authority), and he asked a blessing in a long 
pathetic grace before the cup went round ; — ^he drank his good 
wishes ^ for the family, and asked for Sir Walter ; and was 
pleased to say. His Mother was a Stewart^s Daughter, and he 
had a relation to the name. All passed easy ; and our James, 
being a lad of ten years, came so near as to handle the hilt 
of one of the swords : upon which Oliver stroked his head, 
saying, ^< You are my little Captain ^ ; and this was all the 
Commission our Captain of Allertoun ever had. 

^ The General called for some of his own wines for himself 
and other Officers,' and would have the Lady try his wine ; 
and was so humane, When he saw the young Grentleman so 
maigre and indisposed, he said. Changing the climate might do 
good, and the South of France, Montpellier, was the place. 

< Amidst all this humanity and politeness he omitted not, 
in person, to return thanks to God in a pointed grace after 
his repast ; and after this hasted on his return to join the 
Army. The Lady had been a strenuous Royalist, and her 
Son a Captain in command at Dunbar ; yet upon this inter- 
view with the Greneral she abated much of her zeal. She said 
she was sure Cromwell was one who feared Grod, and had 
that fear in him, and the true interest of Religion at heart A 
story of this kind is no idle digression ; it has some small 
connexion with the Family concerns, and shows some little of 
the genius of these distracted times.'' — ^And so we leave it; 
vague, but indubitable ; standing on such basis as it has. 

^ Certainly incorrect ' Imaginaiy* 



VOL. II. 
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LETTER CLXXIII 

^ FOK MY BELOVED WIFE ELIZABETH CBOMWELL, AT THE COCKPIT: 

THESE ^ 

Edinburgh, dd May 1661. 

My Dearest y — I could not satisfy myself to omii this postj 
aUhotigh I have not much to write ; yet indeed I Uwe to write 
to my Dear J who is very much in my heart. It joys me to 
hear thy soul prospereth : the Lord increase His favours to thee 
more and more. The great good thy soul can wish is, TTuxt 
the Lord lift upon thee the light qf His countenancej which is 
better than life. The Lord Ness aU thy good counsel and 
example to all those about thee^ and hear all thy prayers, amd 
accept thee always. 

I am glad to hear thy Son and Daughter are wUh ihee. 1 
hope thou wiU have some good cpportmity qf good advice to 
him. Present my duty to my Mother, my love to all the 
Family. SHU pray Jbr thine, OLIVER OBOMWBLL.* 

Written the day after his return to Edmbuigh. 'Thy Son 
and Daughter ^ are, to all appearance, Richard and his Wife, 
who prolong their visit at the Cockpit. The good old 
< Mother^ is still spared with us, to have 'my duty^ pre- 
sented to her. A pale venerable Figure ; who has lived to 
see strange things in this world ; — can piously, in her good 
old tremulous heart, rejoice in such a Son. 

Precisely in these days, a small ship driven by stress of 
weather into Ayr Harbour, and seized and searched by Crom- 
well^s Grarrison there, discloses a matter highly interesting to 
the Commonwealth. A Plot, namely, on the part of the 
E n glish Ptesbyterian-RoyaliBts, English Royalists Proper, and 
all manner of Malignant Interests in England, to unite with 
the Scots and their King: in which certain of the London 
Presbyterian Clergy, Christopher Love among others, are 
* Haxxisy p. 517. 
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deeply involved. The little ship was bound for the Isle of 
Man, with tidings to the Earl of Derby concerning the affidr ; 
and now we have caught her within the Bars of Ayr ; and the 
whole matter is made manifest ! ^ Reverend Christopher 
Love is laid hold of, 7th May; he and others: and the 
Council of State is busy. It is the same Christopher who 
preached at Uxbridge Treaty long since, That ^ Heaven might 
as well think of uniting with Hell.^ Were a new High Court 
of Justice once constituted, it will go hard with Christopher. 

As for the Lord General, this march to Glasgow has thrown 
him into a new- relapse, which his Doctor counts as the third 
since March last. The disease is now ague ; comes and goes, 
till, in the end of this month, the Council of State, as ordered 
by Parliament, requests him to return, in the mean while, to 
England for milder air ; ^ and despatches two London Doctors 
to him; whom the Lord Fairfax is kind enough to <send 
in his own coach '* ; who arrive in Edinburgh on the 80th of 
May, <and are affectionately entertained by my LonL^* 
The two Doctors are Bates and Wright. Bates, in his loose- 
tongued History of the TrauHeSj redacted in after-times, 
observes strict silence as to this Visit Here is the Lord 
Genend^s Answer; indicating, with much thankfulness, that 
he will not now need to return. 



LETTER CLXXIV 

<< TO THE LORD PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE : THESE^ 

Edinburgh, dd June 1651. 
My Lordf — I have received yours of the Hth of May ; 
wiih an Order from the ParliamerU for my Liberty to return 
into Englandfor change qfainry that thereby I might the better 

1 Bates, History cftke laU TroubUs in England (Translation of the Eltnckus 
Matuum ; London, 1685), Part iL 115. 
> Whitlocke, p. 476; Commons Jaumais, (tL 579), 27th May 1651. 
' Newspapers (in CromwtUiana^ p. 103). 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



808 PART VL WAR WITH SCOTLAND [3 JUNR 

recover my health. AU which came tmto me whilst Dr. WrigfU 
and Dr. Baies^ whom your Lordship sent down^ were with me. 

I shall not need to recite the extremity of my hut sickness . 
it was so violent that indeed my nature was not able to bear the 
weight ihere^. But the Lord was pleased to deliver me, beyond 
expectation ; and to give me cause to say once more, ^ He hath 
plucked me out qf the grave'* f^ — My Lord, the indulgence 
of the Parliament expressed by their Order is a very high and 
undeserved favour: of which although it be fit I keep a 
thank/id remembrance^ yet I judge it woidd be too much pre- 
sumption in me to ^ return a particular acknowledgement. I 
beseech you give me the boldness to return my humble thankful' 
ness to the Council for sending two such worthy Persons^ so 
greai a journey j to visit me. From whom I have received 
much encouragement^ and good directions for recovery of healih 
and strength^ — which I find " now^ by the goodness of Godj 
growing to such a state as may yety if it be His good ttnU^ 
render me useful according to my poor ability^ in the station 
wherein He hath set me. 

I wish more steadiness in your Affairs here than to depend^ 
in the least degree^ upon so frail a thing as I am. Indeed 
they do not, — nor own any instrument. This Course is ofGody 
and it must prosper. Oh that all tJuU have any hand therein^ 
being so persuaded^ would gird up the loins of their mind, and 
endeavour in all things to walk worthy qf the Lord! So 
prays J my Lord, your most humble servanty 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

The Lord Grenerars case was somewhat grave ; at one time, 
it seemed hopeless for this summer. ^My Lord is not sensible 
that he is grown an old man/ The Officers were to proceed 

^ Pbalm zzx. 3, *hast brought up my soal from the grave'; or, IxxxvL 3, 
'delivered my soul from ' : bat * plucked ' is not in any of the texts. 

■ 'not to' in orig. 5— dele *not' 

* lumber's (anooymoas) Lifi 0/ OHvir Cromwell (I ondon, 1724), p. aoi ; — 
does not say whence derived. 
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without him ; directed by him from the distance. Here, 
however, is an improvement ; and two days after, on the 6th 
of June, the Lord General is seen abroad in his coach again ; 
shakes his aihnents and infirmities of age away, and takes the 
field in person once more. The Campaign is now vigorously 
begun ; thou^ as yet no great result follows from it. 

On the S5th of June, the Army frt>m all quarters reassem- 
bled ^in its old Camp on the Pentland Hills ^; marched 
westward; left Linlithgow July Sd, ever westward, with a 
view to force the Enemy from his strong ground about 
Stirling. Much pickeering, vapouring, and transient skirmish- 
ing ensues ; but the Enemy, strongly entrenched at Torwood, 
secured by b<^ and brooks, cannot be forced out We take 
Calendar House, and do other insults, before their eyes ; they 
will not come out. Cannonadings there are ^ fit>m opposite 
Hills ^; but not till it please the Enemy can there be any 
battle. David Lesley, second in rank, but real leader of the 
operations, is at his old trade again. The Problem is becom- 
ing difficult. We decide to get across into Fife ; to take 
them in flank, and at least cut-off an important part of their 
supplies. 

Here is the Lord Greneral^s Letter on the result of that 
enterprise. Farther details of the Battle, which is briefly 
spoken of here, — still remembered in those parts as the Battle 
of Inverkeiihingy — ^may be found in Lambert^s own Letter 
concerning it.^ ^Sir John Browne, their Major-Greneral^^ 
was once a zealous Parliamenteer ; ^ Governor of Abingdon ^ 
and much else ; but the King gained him, growls Ludlow, < by 
the gift of a pair of silk stockings,^ — ^poor wretch ! Besides 
Browne, there are Massey, and various Englishmen of mark 
with this Malignant Anny. Massey'^s Brother, a subaltern 
person in London, is one of the conspirators with Christopher 
Love. — ^The Lord General has in the interim made his Third 
Visit to Glasgow ; concerning which there are no details worth 

^ North Ferry, 22d July 1651 (Whitlocke, p. 47a) ; the Battle was oq Sunday 
the 20th. See also Balfour, iv. 313. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



810 PART VI. WAR WITH SCOTLAND [21 JULY 

^ving here.^ Rev. Christopher Love, on the 5th of thie 
month, was condemned to die.^ 



LETTER CLXXV 

FOE THE HOKOURABLB WILLIAM LEMTHAIX, ESaUIRK, 8PEAKEE OT 
THE PABUAMSNT OF ENGLAND : THESE 

linlithgow, 2l8t July 1651. 
iSSr, — Jifier our waUinff upon the Lordy and not knowing 
whai ccfurse to lake^Jbr indeed we know nothing but whcd God 
pleaseih to teach us qf Hie great mercy ^ — we were directed to 
send a Party to get us a landing ^ on the Fyh coast ^ by our 
boats f whilst we marched towards Glasgow. 

On Thursday morning laety Colonel Overton^ with about 
One-thousand Jbur-hundred Jbot and some horse and dragoons^ 
landed at the North Ferry in F^ ; we with the Army lying 
near the Enemy (a small rioer parted us and ihem\ and having 
consultations to attempt the Enemy within his Jbrtificaiions : 
but the Lord was not pleased to give way to that counsel^ 
proposing a better wayjbr us. The Mqjor-General ^ Lambert ^ 
marchedj on Thursday mgfktj voith two regiments qf horse and 
two regiments qfjbot^jbr better securing the place; and to 
attempt upon the Enemy as occasion should serve. He getting 
overj and finding a considerable body qf the Enemy there (who 
would probably have beaten our men from the place if he had 
not come\ drew out and Jbught them; he being about two 
regiments qf horsCj with about Jbur-kundred qf horse and 
dragoons morCj and three regiments of Jbot; the Enemy five 
regiments qfjbot^ and about finir or five qf horse. They came 
to a close diargty and in the end totally routed (he Enemy ; 
having taken about Jbrty or fi/fy colours, ' killed near TVipo- 
ihousandy some say more ; haoe taken Sir John Browne their 
Mcffor-General, who commanded in chitfj — and other Coloneb 

> Whitlocke, p. 471 ; MUtm StaU-Papers^ p. 84 (lith Jnly 1651). 

* Wood, iii 378, etc 

* Farther account of these in Appendix, Na 2a. 
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and Considerable Officers killed and taken^ and about Five or 
Six Hundred prisoners. The Enemy is removed Jrom their 
ground with their whole Army ; but whUher we do not certainly 
know. 

TTiis is an unspeakable mercy. I trust the Lord will JbUow 
it untU He haiih per/ected peace and truth. We can truly say^ 
we were gone as Jar as we could in our counsel and action ; 
and we did say one to another j we knew not what to do. 
Wherefore ifs sealed upon our hearts^ thai thisy as all the 
restf is Jrom the Lord^s goodness^ and not Jrom man. I hope 
it becometh me to pray^ TTiat we may walk humbly and self- 
denyingly bf/bre the Lord^ and believingly also. Thai you 
whom we servey as the Authority aver uSy may do the work 
committed to youy with uprightness and JbithfulnesSy — and 
thoroughly y as to the Lord. That you may not staffer any- 
thing to remain that offends the eyes qf His jealousy. Thai 
common weal may more and more be sought j and justice done 
impartially. For the eyes qf the Lord run to and fro; and 
as He finds out His enemies here, to be avenged on them, so 
will He not spare them Jbr whom He doth good, if by His 
imngkindness they become not good. I shall take the humble 
boldness to represent this Engagement qf David's^ in the 
Hundred-and-nineteenth Psahn^ verse Hundred-and-thirty- 
Jburthj Deliver from me the oppression of man, so will I keep 
Thy precepts. / take leavcy and rest^ Sir^ your most humble 

*^^^*^» OLIVER OBOMWELL. 

P.S. Tlie carriage qf the Mcgor-Generalj ae in all other 
things so in this, is worthy qf your taking notice of; as also 
the Colonels Okey^ Overton^ Daniel^ Westj Lydcoty Syler, and 
the rest qfthe Officers.* 

Matters now speedily take another turn. At the Castle of 
'Dundas^ we are still on the South side of the Frith; in 
front of the Scotch lines, though distant: but Inchgarvie, 
* Newspapers (in Pari Hist. six. 494 ; and Cromwilliana^ p. 105). 
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often tried with gunboats, now surrenders; Burntisland, by 
force of gunboats and dispiritment, surrenders : the Lord 
General himself goes across into Fife. The following Letters 
speak for themselves. 

LETTER CLXXVI 

^ TO THE EIGHT HONOU&ABLB THE LORD PEBSIDEKT OF TOB 
COUNCIL OF STATE : THESE ^ 

Dundas, 24ih July 1651. 

My Lardy — It hath pleased God to put your affaire here m 
some hopefid way^ since the last Dtfeai given to the Enemy, 

I marched with the Army very near to Stwlmg^ hopitng 
thereby to get the Pass ; and went myself with General Dean^ 
and some others^ up to Bannockbum ; hearing that the Enemy 
were marched on the other side towards our Jdrces in pyi. 
Indeed they went Jbur or fix>e mUes on towards them ; but 
hearing of my advance j in att haste they retreated back^ and 
possessed the Parky and their other works. Which we viewed ; 
and finding them not advisable to attempt^ resolved to march to 
Queens/erryy and there to ship over so much qf the Army as 
might hop^fuOy be master qf the field in Fife. Which accord^ 
ingiy we have almost perfected; and have le/iy on this side^ 
somewhat better than Jbur regiments qf horse^ and cu many qf 
Jbot. 

I hear now the Enemy'^s great expectation is to supply them- 
selves in the West with recruits qf men, and what victual they 
can get : Jbr they may expect none out of the North, when once 
our Army shall interpose between them and St. Johnston. To 
prevent their prevalency in the West, and making incursions 
into the Borders of England^ * * * ^ 

OLIVER OBOMWELL.* 

> Sir Harrj Vane, who reads the Letter in Parliament, judges it prudent to 
stop here (Commons Journals , tI 614). 
• Newspapers ( in Cromwelliana, p. 107). 
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LETTER CLXXVII 

Of this Letter Sir Harry Vane and the Council of State 
judge it improper to publish anything in the Newspapers, 
except a rough abstract, in words of their own, of the firti 
two paragrapJis and the concluding one. In which state it 
presents itself in the Old Pamphlets.^ The Letter copied in 
full lies among the Tanner MamuscripU ; — gives us a glimpse 
into the private wants, and old furnitures, of the Cromwell 
Army. ^ Pots ^ are cavalry helmets ; ^ backs-and-breasts '* 
are still seen on cuirassier raiments ; < snaphances ^ (Gkrman 
echnapptiahny snapcock) are a new wonderful invention, giving 
fire by flint-and-steel ; — ^promising, were they not so terribly 
expensive, to supersede the old slow matchlock in field-service ! 
But, I believe, they wind-up like a watch before the trigger 
acts ; * and come very high ! — 

TO THE EIGHT HONOUEABLB THE LOED PEESIDEMT OF THE COUNCIL 
OF STATE : THESE 

Linlithgow, 26tli July 1651. 

Mff Lardy — I am able to give you no more account than 
wJiat you have by my last ; only we have now in F\fe about 
Thirteen or Fourteen thousand horse and foot. The Enemy is 
ai his old locky and lieth in and near Stirling; where we cannot 
come to fgkt hkriy except he please, or we go upon too-too 
manifest hazards ; he having very strongly laid hkneelf and 
having a very greai advantage there. Whither we hear he 
Jiath laidy gotten greai provisions qf meal, and reinfbrcement 
of his strength out qf the North under Marquis Hunily. It 
is our business stiB to wait upon God, to show us our way how 
to deal with this subtle Enemy ; which I hope He will. 

Our forces on this side the River^ are not very many : where-^ 

^ In Partiamifttary History^ xiz. 49S. 

* Grose's MiUUuy Anti^Us, • Meani « Frith ' alwan. 
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fore I have sent for Colonel Rich's ; and shall appoint ihenij 
xoUh the Jbrces under Colonel Saunders^ to embody close upon 
the Borders, — and to be in readiness to Join with those left on 
this side the Frith, or to be Jbr the security of England, as 
occasion shall offer ; there being little use of tiiem where {hey 
lie, as x»e know. 

Your Soldiers begin to JaU sick, through the wet weather 
which has lately been. It is desired, ther^re, that the recruits 
qfjbot determined ** on,'^ may rather come sooner in time than 
usually ; and may be sure to be JuU in numbers, according to 
your appointment, whereof great Jailing has lately been. For 
the way of raising them, it is wholly submitted to your pleasure; 
and we hearing you rather choose to send us Volttnteers than 
Pressed-men, shall be very glad you go that way. 

Our Spades are spent to a very smaU number : we desire^ 
therefore, that qf the Five-thousand tools we lately sent Jbr, at 
the least TTiree-thousand of them may be spades,— ihey wearing 
most away in our works, and being most useful. Our Horse- 
arms, especially our pots, are come to a very small number : U 
is desired we may have a Tlwusand backs-and-breasts and 
Fifteen-hundred pots. We have left us in store but Four- 
hundred pair of pistols; Two-hundred saddles; Six-hundred 
pikes ; Two-thousand and thirty muskets, whereof thirty snap- 
hances. These are our present stores : and not knowing what 
you have sent us by this Fleet that is coming, we desire we may 
be considered therein. — Our cheese and butter is our lowest store 
qf Victual. 

We were necessitated to pay the Soldiery moneys now at 
their going ooer into Fife; whereby the Treasury is much 
exhausted, aWiough we desire to husband it what we can. TTUs 
being the principal time of action, we desire your LordsMp to 
take a principal care that money may be supplied us with aU 
possible speed, and these other things herewith mentioned ; your 
affairs so necessarily requiring the same. 

The Castle of Inchgarvie, which Ueth in the River, almost in 
the midway between the North and South Ferry, commonly 
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caOed Queen's Ferry ^ — weu delivered to us on TTvursday last. 
TTiey marched away with their swords and baggage only; 
leaving us sixteen cannon^ and all their other arms and 
ammunition. I remain, my Lord, your lordship's most humble 

'^'"^^^f OLIVER CROMWELL* 

LETTER CLXXVIII 

** to my veby loviko brother richard mayor, esquire, at 
hursley: these" 

''Burntisliuid/' 28th July 1651. 

Dear Brother, — I was glad to receive a Letter from you ; 
Jot indeed anything that comes from you is very welcome to 
me. I believe your expectation qfmy SorCs coming is deferred. 
I wish he may see a happy delivery qf his Wife Jhrst^ for 
whom IJrequenUy pray. 

I hear my Son haih exceeded his allowance, and is in debt. 
Truly I cannot commend him therein; wisdom requiring his 
living within compass, and calling for it ai his hands. And 
in my judgment, the reputation arising from thence xcotUd have 
been more real honour than what is attained the other way. I 
believe vain men will speak weU qfhim thai does HL 

I desire to be understood that I grudge him not laudable 
recreations, nor an honourable carri^zge of himself in them ; 
nor is any matter of charge, like to JaU to my share, a stick ^ 
with me. Truly I can find m my heart to aUow him not only 
a suffidency but mere, for his good. But if jHeasure and self 
satiffaction be made the business qf a maris li/e, ^and^ so 
much cost laid out upon it, so much time spent in it, as rather 
answers appetite than the will of God, or is comely before His 
Saints, — I scruple to feed this humour; and God forbid that 
his being my Son shmUd be his allowance to live not pleasingly 

* Tanner MSS., in Gary, ii. 388-9a 

' Noble's register! are veiy defective t These Letters, too, were before the 
poor man's eyes. ' stop. 
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to our Heavenly Father^ who hath raised me out of the dust to 
be what I am ! 

I desire your Jaithfulness (he being also your concernment as 
weU as mine) to advise him to approve himself to the Lord in 
his course of Ufe ; and to search His staiutes Jbr a rule of 
conscience^ and to seek grace Jrom Christ to enable him to walk 
therein, TTAs hath life in it, and wiU come to somewhat: 
what is a poor creaJkure withoui this f This will not abridge 
of law/id pleasures ; but teach such a use of them as wiU have 
the peace of a good conscience going with U. SvTj I write what 
is in my heart ; I pray you communicate my mind herein to my 
Sony and be his remembrancer in these things. Truly I love 
himj he is dear to me; so is Ms Wife ; and Jbr their sokes do 
I thus write. They shall not want comfort nor encouragement 
from mcj so Jar as I may afford it. But indeed I cannot think 
I do well tojeed a voluptuous humour in my Son, if lie should 
make pleasures the business of his life, — in a time when some 
precious Saints are bleeding, and breathing out their last, Jbr 
the safety qf the rest. JUemorable is the speech qf Uriah to 
David (Second Samuel, xi. 11).^ 

Sir, I beseech you believe I here say not this to save my 
purse ; Jbr I shall wiOingfy do what is convenient to satif^ 
his occasions, as I have opportunity. But as I pray he may 
not walk in a course not pleasing to the Lord, so << I^ think it 
lieih upon me to give him, in love, the best counsel I may; 
and know not how better to convey ii to him than by so good 
a hand as yours. Sir, I pray you acquaint him wUh these 
thoughts qf mine. And remember my love to my Daughter ; 
Jbr whose sake I shall be induced to do any reasonable thing. 
I pray Jbr her happy deliverance, Jrequently and eamesUy. 

I am sorry to hear that my Batl^^ in Hantshire should do 

^ 'And Uriah said onto David, The Ark, and lirael, and Jiidah abide in 
tents ; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open 
6e!ds : shall I, then, go into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my 
wife ? As thon livest, and as thy sonl liveth, I will not do this thing.' 

« 'Baylje.' 
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to my Son as is iniimcUed by your Letter. I assure you 1 
shall not allow any such thing. If there be any suspicion of 
his abuse of the Woody I desire it moyy be looked after ^ and 
inquired into; that so, if things appear true, he may be 
removed, — although indeed I must needs say he had the repute 
of a godly man, by divers that knew him, when I placed him 
there. 

Sir, I desire my hearty affection may be presented to my 
Sister ; to my Cousin Ann, and her Husband though unknown. 
— I praise the Lord I have obtained much mercy in respect qf 
my health ; the Lord give me a truly thankful heart. I desire 
your prayers ; and rest, your very affectionate brother and 

**^^^' OLIVER CROMWELL^ 

My Cousin Ann, then, is wedded ! * Her Husband though 
unknown "* is John Dunch ; who, on his Father^s decease, 
became John Dunch of Pusey ; — to whom we owe this Letter, 
among the others. 

LETTER CLXXIX 

TO THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM LENTHALL, ESQUIRE, SPEAKER OF 
THE PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND : THESE 

Bamtisland, 29th July 1661. 

Sir, — Tlie greatest part qf the Army is in Fife ; waiting 
what way God wiU farther lead us. It hath pleased God to 
give us in Burntisland ; ^ which is indeed very conducing to 
the carrying-on qf our affairs. The Town is well seated ; 
pretty strong; but marvellous capable qf farther improvement 
in that respect, without great charge. TTie Harbour, at 
a high spring, is near a fathom deeper than at Leith ; and 
doth not Ue commanded by any ground without the Town. 
We took three or four small men-of-war in it, and I believe 
thirty orjbrtyguns. 

Commissary-General Whalley marched along the sea-side 

* Harris, p. 513. * ' Bmnt Island ' in orig. 
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in lyiy havififf some ships to go along the coast ; and hoik 
taken greai store of greaJt artiUert/^ and divers ships. T%t 
Enemjfs chairs are in some discomposure^ as we hear. Surely 
the Lord wiU blow upon them. ^ I rest^ your most humMe 

^^^"^^^^9 OLIVBR OBOMWEUk* 

LETTER CLXXX 

In effect, the crisis has now arrived. The Scotch King 
and Army, finding their supplies cut off, and their defences 
rendered unavailing, by this flank -movement, — break up 
suddenly from Stirling ; ^ march direct towards England, — ^for 
a stroke at the heart of the Commonwealth itself. Tlieir 
game now is, All or nothing. A desperate kind of play. 
Royalists, Presbyterian-Royalists and the large miscellany of 
Discontented Interests may perhaps join them there; — 
perhaps also not! They march by Biggar; enter England 
by Carlisle,* on Wednesday 6th "of August 1661. *At 
Girthhead, in the Parish of Wamphray, in Annandale,^ human 
Tradition, very faintly indeed, indicates some Roman Stones 
or Mile-stones, by the wayside, as the place where his Sacred 
Majesty passed the Tuesday night ; — ^which are not quite so 
venerable now as formerly.' 

TO THE HONOUKABLB WILLIAM LEKTHALL, ESaUIEE, SPEAKER OF 
THE PAELIAIIENT OF ENGLAIO) : THESE 

Leith, 4tli August 1651. 
«SSr, — In pursuance of the Providence qf God^ and that 
blessing lately given to yourjbrces in Fife ; and finding thai 
the Enemy J being masters of the Pass ai Stirling, could not be 
gotten out there except by hindering his provisions ai SL John- 
stony — wcj by general advice, thought fit to attempt St. Johnston, 

* NewspApen (in Cromweliiana^ p. 107). 

» * Last day of July ' (Bates, iu 120). ■ Whidockc, p. 474. 

* Nicholas Carlisle's Top^grt^hical Diet, of Scotland^ § Wamphray. 
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knotting that thai would necessUaie him to quU his Pass. 
Wher^rSy leaving with Major-General Harrison about three-- 
thousand horse and dragoons^ besides those which are with 
Colonel Richj Colonel Saunders^ and Colonel Barton, upon the 
Borders J we marched to St. Johnston;^ and lying one day 
brfore it J we had U surrendered to us. 

During which time we had some intelligence of the Enemj/*s 
marching southward; though with some contradictions^ as if 
it had not been so. But doubting it might be truCj we {leaving 
a Garrison in St. Johnston, and sending lAeutenant-General 
Monk with about Five or Six thousand to Stirling to reduce 
thai place, and by it to put your affairs into a good posture in 
Scotland) marched, with all possible eapedition, back again; 
and have passed our foot and many of our horse over the Frith 
this day; resolving to make what speed we can up to the 
Enemy, — who, in his desperation andfoar, and out qf inevit- 
able necessity, is run to try whai he can do this way. 

I do apprehend, thai if he goes for England, being some 
few-days march before us, it will trouble some metis thoughts ; 
and may occasion some inconveniences $ — which I hope we are 
as deeply sensible qf, and have been, and I trust shall be, as 
diligent to prevent, as any. And indeed this is our comfort, 
ITiai in sknpUcify qf heart as towards God, we have done to 
the best qf our judgments ; knowing thai if some issue were not. 
put to this Business, it would occasion another Winter'' s war . 
to the ruin qf your soldiery, for whom the Scots are too hard 
in respect qf enduring the Winter difficulties qf this country ; 
and to the endless expense qf the treasure qf England in 
prosecuting this War. It may be supposed we might have 
kept the Enemy from this, by interposing between him and 
England. Which truly I believe we might: but how to 
remove him out qf this place, wUhout doing what we have done, 
unless roe Juxd had a commanding Army on both sides qf the 
River qf Forth, is not clear to us; or how to answer the incon^ 
veniences qfbrementioned, we understand not. 
^ 3d August 1651 (Balfoor, iv. 313) : ' St. Johnston,' as we know, is /MA, 
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We prcn/f ther^orey thai {seemg tlicre is a possibiUfy Jar 
the Htwmy to ptd you to some trouble) you wouldy wUh the 
same courage^ grounded upon a confidence in Gody wherein 
you have been supported to the great things God haih used you 
in hitherto^ — improve^ the best you can, such Jbrces as you 
have in readiness^ or ^^as'^ may on the sudden be gathered 
together^ To give the Enemy some cheeky untU we shall be able 
to reach up to him ; which we trust in the Lord we shall do 
our utmost endeavour in. And indeed we have this comfortable 
experience from the Lordy Thai this Enemy is heart-smitten 
by God; and whenever the Lord shall bring us up to them, 
we believe the Lord wiU make the desperateness of this counsel 
qfttieirs to appear^ and the folly of it also. When England 
was much more unsteady than now ; and when a much more 
considerable Army qf theirs, unfoiled, invaded you ; and we 
had but a weak force to make resistance at Preston, — upon 
deliberate advice, we chose rather to put ourselves between 
their Army and Scotland: and how God succeeded that, is 
not weU to be forgotten! This ^^present movement^ is not 
out of choice on our part, but by some kind of necessity ; 
and, it is to be hoped, will have the Uke issue. Together 
with a hope/id end ({f your xoork ; — in which it V good to 
wait upon the Lord, upon the earnest of former experiences, 
and hope of His presence, which only is the hfe of your 
Cause. 

Mcfjor-General Harrison, with the horse and dragoons under 
him, and Colonel Rich and the rest in those parts, shall attend 
the motions qf the Enemy ; and endeavour the keeping of them 
together, as also to impede his march. And wUl be ready to 
be in conjunction with whcU forces shall gaiher together for this 
service : — to whom orders have been speeded to that purpose ; 
as this enclosed to Mcgor-General Harrison wiU show. Major-- 
General Lambert, this day, marched with a very considerable 
body qf horse, up towards the Enermfs rear. With the rest qf 
the horse, and nine regiments qffoot, most qfthem qfyour old 
foot and horse, I am hasting up, and shall, by the LorJts help^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i6si] LETTER CLXXX* LEITH 821 

U9e utmost diligence. I hope I have l^ a commcmding Jbrce 
under Lieutenant-General Monk in Scotland. 

This account I thought my duty to speed to you ; and rest, 
your most humble servant, ^^^^^ CROMWELL* 

The Scots found no Presbyterian-Royalists, no Royalists 
Proper to speak of, nor any Discontented Interest in England 
disposed to join them in present circumstances. They marched, 
under rigorous discipline, weaiy and uncheered, south through 
Lancashire ; had to dispute their old friend the Bridge of 
Warrington with Lambert and Harrison, who attended them 
with horse-troops on the left ; Cromwell with the main Army 
steadily advancing behind. They carried the Bridge at War- 
rington; they summoned various Towns, but none yielded; 
proclaimed their King with all force of lungs and heraldry, 
but none cried, God bless him. Summoning Shrewsbury, 
with the usual negative response, they quitted the London 
road; bent southward towiuxls Worcester, a. City of slight 
Garrison and loyal Mayor ; there to entrench themselves, and 
repose a little* 

Poor Earl Derby, a distinguished Royalist Proper, had 
hastened over from the Isle of Man, to kiss his Majesty's hand 
in passing. He then raised some force in Leencashire, and 
was in hopes to kindle that countiy again, and go to Worcester 
in triumph: — ^but Lilbum, Colonel Robert, whom we have 
known here before, fell upon him at Wigan ; cut his force in 
pieces ; ^ the poor Earl had to go to Worcester in a wounded 
and wrecked condition. To Worcester, — and, alas, to the 
scaffold by and by, for that business. The Scots at Worcester 
have a loyal Mayor, some very few adventurous loyal Grentry 
in the neighbourhood; and excitably Wales, perhaps again 
excitable, lying in the rear: but for the present, except in 
their own poor Fourteen-thousand right-hands, no outlook. 
And Cromwell is advancing steadily ; by York,' by Notting- 

* Newspapers (in CromwiUiana^ pp. 107-8). 

> LUburn's two Letters, in Gary, ii. 338-45. * See Appendix, No. 21. 

VOL. n. X 
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ham, by Coventiy and Stratford ; * raising all the County 
Militias,^ who muster with singular alacrity ; — flowing towards 
Worcester like the Ocean-tide; begirdling it with * upwards 
of Thirty-thousand men.** His Majesty^s royal summons to 
the Corporation of London is burnt there by the hands of the 
common hangman ; Speaker Lenthall and the Mayor have a 
copy of it burnt by that functionary at the head of every 
regiment, at a review of the Trainbands in Moorfields.^ 
London, England generally, seems to have made-up its mind. 

At London on the 22d of August, a rigorous thing was 
done : Reverend Christopher Love, eloquent zealous Minister 
of St Lawrence in the Jewry, was, after repeated respites and 
n^otiations, beheaded on Tower Hill. To the unspeakable 
emotion of men. Nay the very Heavens seemed to testify a 
feeling of it, — ^by a thunderclap, by two thunderclaps. When 
the Parliament passed their vote on the 4th of July, That 
he should die according to the sentence of the Court, there 
was then a terrible thunderclap, and darkening of daylight. 
And now when he actually dies, < directly after his beheading,^ 
arises thunderstorm that threatens the dissolution of Nature! 
Nature, as we see, survived it. 

The old Newspaper says. It was on the 22d August 1642, 
that Charles late King erected his Standard at Nottingham : 
and now on this same day, 22d August 1661, Charles 
Pretender erects his at Worcester ; and the Reverend Chris- 
topher dies. Men may make their reflections. — ^There goes a 
story, due to Carrion Heath or some such party. That Cromwell 
being earnestly solicited for mercy to this poor Christopher, 
did, while yet in Scotland, send a Letter to the Parliament, 
recommending it ; which Letter, however, was seized by some 
roving outriders of the Scottish Worcester Army ; who reading 
it, and remembering Uzbridge Sermon, tore it, saying, * No, 
let the villain die!' — after the manner of Heath. Which 
could be proved, if time and paper were of no value, to be» 

^ Bates, ii 12a ; Whitlocke, p. 492 ; see also Commons Journals^ viL 6 (23d 
August 1651). 
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like a hundred other very wooden myths of the same Period, 
without truth. Gtiarda e passa. Glance at it here for the 
last time, and never repeat it more ! — 

Charleses Standard, it would seem then, was erected at 
Worcester on Friday the 22d, the day of poor Christopher^s 
death. On which same Friday, about sunrise, ^ our Messenger ^ 
(the Parliament's) * left the Lord General at Mr. Pierpoinf's 
House,* — ^William Pierpoint, of the Kingston Family, much 
his friend, — ^the House called Thoresby, <near Mansfield'; 
just starting for Nottingham, to arrive there that night. From 
Nottingham, by Coventry, by Stratford and Evesham, to ^ the 
south-east ride of Worcester,' rallying Country forces as we 
go, will take till Thursday next. Here at Stratford on the 
Wednesday, eve of that, is a Letter accidentally preserved. 

LETTER CLXXXI 

DuBFTATiNG Whartou, he also might help to rally forces ; 
his name, from ^ Upper Winchington in Bucks,' or wherever 
he may be, might do something. Give him, at any rate, a 
last chance. — ^ Tom Westrow,' here accidentally named ; once 
a well-known man, familiar to the Lord General and to men 
of worth and quality; now, as near as may be, swallowed 
forever in the Night - Empires ; — is still visible, strangely 
enough, through one small chink, and recoverable into day- 
light as far as needful. A Kentish man, a Parliament Soldier 
once, named in military Kent Committees ; sat in Parliament 
too, < recruiter' for Hythe, though at present in abeyance 
owing to scruples. Above all, he was the Friend of poor 
George Wither, stepson of the Muses ; to whom in his unde- 
served distresses he lent beneficent princely sums ; and who, 
in poor splayfooted doggrel, — ^very poor, but very grateful, 
pious, true, and on the whole noble, — ^preserves some adequate 
memory of him for the curious.^ By this chink Tom Westrow 

* Wistrow Revived: « Funeral Poem witheut Fiction, composed fy George 
Wither^ Ssq. ; thai God may be glorified in Hie Saints, and tAat'-ttc etc (Kiog*! 
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and the ancient figure of his Life, is still recoverable if 
needed. 

Westrow, we find by good evidence, did return to his place 
in Parliament ; ^ — quitted it too, as Wither informs us, fine- 
ssing the great Catastrophe ; and retired to country quiet, up 
the River at Teddington. Westrow and the others returned : 
Wharton continued to dubitate ; — and we shall here take leave 
of him. * Poor foolish Mall,^ young Mary Cromwell, one of 
* my two little Wenches,' has been on a visit at Wlnchington, 
I think ; — ^ thanks to you and the dear Lady' for her. 



FOB BfY HONOURED LOED WHARTON : THESE 

Stratford-on-Avon^ 27th Aug. 1651. 

My Lordj — I know I write to my Friendj — therefore give 
me leave to say one bold word. 

In my very heart: Your Lordship^ Dick Norton^ Tom 
Westrowj Robert Hammond luvoe^ though not intentionally^ 
helped one another to stumble at the dispensations qf God, and 
to reason yourselves out ofHis service ! — 

Now << again ^ you have opportunity to associate with His 
people in His work; and to mam/est your willingness and 
desire to serve the Lord against His and His people's enemies. 
Would you be blessed out qf Ziony and see the good qf His 
people^ and rejoice with His inheritance^ — I advise you all in 
the bowels qf love^ Let it appear you offer yourselves wUBngly 
to His work! Wherein to be accepted, is more honour from 
the Lord than the world can give or hath. I am persuaded it 
needs you not, — same as your Lord and Mazier needed the Asfs 
Colt, to show His humility y meekness and condescension: but 

Pamphlets, i2mo, na 390 1 London, 1653-4, dated with the pen ' 3d January ') s 
unadulterated doggrel ; but really sag^s aomething, and even something/Mx/; — by 
no means your hisupportablest ' poetic ' reading, as times go t 

^ ' Admitted to sit ' ; means, readmitted after Pride's Purge : CwnmomJoummU 
(▼iL 27, 29), loth October 1651. 
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you need Uy to declare your suJbmissum tOy and owning yourself 
the Lord*s and His peopWs ! ^ — 

If you can break through old disputeSy — / shall rejoice if 
you help others to do so also. Do not sayy You are now 
satisfied because U is the old Quarrel ; — as ifU had not been so 
aU this while! 

I have no leisure ; but a great deal qf entire affection to you 
and yourSy and those named ^^ here^ — which I thus plainly 
expre^. Thanks to you and the dear Ladyyjor all lovesy — 
and for poorjbolish Mail. I am in good earnest ^< thankfid ^; 
and so also your Lordship's Jaill^vl friend and most humble 

*^^^^ OLIVER CROMWELL* 

Charleses standard has been floating over Worcester some 
six days ; and now on Thursday S8th of August, comes in 
sight Cromwell^s also ; from the Evesham side ; with upwards 
of Thirty-thousand men now near him; and some say, upwards 
of Eighty-thousand rising in the distance to join him if need 
were. 



LETTERS CLXXXII, CLXXXIII 

BATTLE OF WORCESTER 

The Battle of Worcester was fought on the evening of 
Wednesday 8d September 1661 ; anniversary of that at 
Dunbar last year. It could well have but one issue ; defeat 
for the Scots and their Cause ; — either swift and complete ; 
or else incomplete, ending in slow sieges, partial revolts, and 
much new misery and blood. The swift issue was the one 
appointed ; and complete enough ; severing the neck of the 
Controversy now at last, as with one effectual stroke, no need 
to strike a second time. 

^ Grammar, in this last clause, lost in the haste: * Ass's Colt ' is < Beast ' in orig. 
* GentUmofCs Magasune ( London, 1814), Ixzxiv. p, 419. — In Appendix, No. 
a6, there is now (1857) another Letter to his Lordship. 
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The Battle was fought on both sides of the Severn ; part 
of Cromwell'^s forces having crossed to the Western bank, by 
Upton Bridge, some miles below Worcester, the night before. 
About a week ago, Massey miderstood himself to have rained 
this Bridge at Upton ; but Lambert^s men < straddled across 
by the parapet,^ — a dangerous kind of 9addk for such riding, 
I think ! — and hastily repaired it ; hastily got hold of Upton 
Church, and maintcdned themselves there: driving Massey 
back with a bad wound in the hand* TUs was on Thursday 
night last, the very night of the Lord Greneral^s arrival in those 
parts; and they have held this post ever since. Fleetwood 
crosses here with a good part of Cromwell^s Army, on the 
evening of Tuesday September 2d; shall, on the morrow, attack 
the Scotch posts on the Southwest, about the Suburb ci St. 
John^s, across the River; while Cromwell, in person, on this 
side, plies them from the Southeast St John^s Suburb lies 
at some distance from Worcester ; west, or southwest as we 
say, on the Herefordshire Road ; and connects itself with the 
Gty by Severn Bridge. Southeast of the City, again, near the 
then and present London Road, is < Fort Royal,^ an entrench- 
ment of the Scots : on this side Cromwell is to attempt the 
Enemy, and second Fleetwood, as occasion may serve. Wor- 
cester City itself is on Cromwell's side of the River ; stands 
high, surmounted by its high Cathedral ; dose on the left or 
eastern margin of the Severn; surrounded by fruitful fields, 
and hedges unfit for cavalry-fighting. This is the posture of 
affairs on the eve of Wednesday 8d September 1651. 

But now, for Wednesday itself, we are to remark that 
between Fleetwood at Upton, and the Enemy^s outposts at St 
John's on the west side of Severn, there runs still a River 
Teme ; a western tributary of the Severn, into which it falls 
about a mile below the City. This River Teme Fleetwood 
hopes to cross, if not by the Bridge at Powick which the 
Enemy possesses, then by a Bridge of Boats which he is himself 
to prepare lower down, dose by the mouth of Teme. At this 
point also, or * within pistol-shot of it,^ there is to be a Bridge 
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of Boats laid across the Severn itself, that so both ends of the 
Army may communicate. Boats, boatmen, carpenters, aquatic 
and terrestrial artificers and implements, in great abundance, 
contributed by the neighbouring Towns, lie ready on the River, 
about Upton, for this service. Does the reader now understand 
the ground a little ? 

Fleetwood, at Upton, was astir with the dawn September 8d. 
But it was towards ^ three in the afternoon^ before the boat- 
men were got up ; must have been towards five before those 
Bridges were got built, and Fleetwood set fairly across the 
Teme to begin business. The King of Scots and his Council 
of War, ^ on the top of the Cathedral,^ have been anxiously 
viewing him all afternoon ; have seen him build his Bridges of 
Boats ; see him now in great force got across Teme River, 
attacking the Scotch on the South, fighting them from hedge 
to hedge towards the Suburb of St. Jphn^s. In great force : 
for new r^ments, horse and foot, now stream across the 
Severn Bridge of Boats to assist Fleetwood : nay, if the Scots 
knew it, my Lord G^eral himself is come across, ^ did lead the 
van in person, and was the first that set foot on the Enemy^s 
ground.^ — ^The Scots, obstinately struggling, are gradually 
beaten there ; driven from hedge to hedge. But the King of 
Scots and his War Coimdl decide that most part of Cromwell^s 
Army must now be over in that quarter, on the West side of 
the River, engaged among the hedges ; — decide that they, for 
their part, will storm out, and ofier him battle on their own 
East side, now while he is weak there. The Council of War 
comes down from the top of the Cathedral ; their trumpets 
sound : Cromwell also is soon back, across the Severn Bridge 
of Boats again ; and the deadliest tug of war begins. 

Fort Royal is still known at Worcester, and Sudbury Gate 
at the southeast end of the City is known, and those other 
localities here specified ; after much study of which and of the 
old dead Pamphlets, this Battle will at last become conceiv- 
able. Besides CromwelPs Two Letters, there are plentiful 
details, questionable and unquestionable, in BcUes and elsewhere. 
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as indicated below.^ The fighting of the Soots was fierce and 
desperate. ^My Lord Greneral did exceedingly hazard him- 
self, riding up and down in the midst of the fire ; riding, him- 
self in person, to the Enemy^s foot to ofier them quarter^ 
whereto they returned no answer but shot.^ The small Scotch 
Army, begirdled with overpowering force, and cut-off from help 
or reasonable hope, storms forth in fiery pulses, horse and 
foot; charges now on this side of the River, now on that; — can 
on no side prevail. Cromwell recoils a little ; but only to rally^ 
and return irresistible. The small Scotch Army is, on every 
side, driven in again. Its fiery pulsings are but the struggles 
of death : agonies as of a lion coiled in the folds of a boa [ 

* As stiff a contest, for four or five hours, as ever I have 
seen.** But it avails not. Tlu*ou^ Sudbury Grate, on Crom- 
well's side, through St John^s Suburb, and over Severn Bridge 
on Fleetwood^ the Scots are driven-in again to Worcester 
Streets; desperately struggling and recoiling, are driven 
through Worcester Streets, to the North end of the City, — 
and terminate there. A distracted mass of ruin: the foot 
all killed or taken ; the horse all scattered on flight, and their 
place of refuge very far ! His Sacred Majesty escaped, by 
royal oaks and oilier miraculous appliances well known to 
mankind : but Fourteen-thousand other men, sacred too after 
a sort though not majesties, did not escape. One could weep 
at such a death for brave men in such a Cause i But let us 
now read Cromwell^s Letters. 

LETTER CLXXXII 

FOR THE HOKOUBABLB WILLIAK LBMTHALL, ESQUIRE, SPEAKER OF 
THE PARUAMEMT OF ENGLAND : THESE 

Near Worcester^ 3d Sept 1651 (10 at night). 
*S5r, — Being so weary^ and scarce able to write, yet I 

1 Bates, Part ii. 124-7* King's Pamphlets ; small 4to, no. 507, § 12 (giyen 
mostly in Cromwelliana^ pp. 114-15); large 4tOy no. 54, ^ 15, i8. Letter from 
Stapylton the Chaplain, in CromiwtlHana^ p. 112. 
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thought U my duty to let you knew thus much. ThcU upon 
this day J being the id qf September {remarkable Jbr a mercy 
XHmchsqfed to your Forces on this day twelvemonth in Scotland)^ 
we buiU a Bridge qf Boats over Severn^ between it and Teme, 
about ha^ a mile Jrom Worcester ; and another over Teme, 
within pistol-shot qf our other Bridge. lAeutenant-General 
Fleetwood and Major-General Dean marched Jrom Upton on 
the southwest side qf Severn up to Powick^ a Town which teas 
a Pass the Enemy kept. We, *^from our side qf Sevem^^ 
passed over some horse and foot^ and were in conjunction with 
the lAeutenant-GeneraTs Forces. We beat the Enemy from 
hedge to hedge^ till we beat him into Worcester. 

The Enemy then drew aU his Forces on the other side the 
Towny all but what he had lost ; and made a very considerable 
fght xoUh usjjbr three-hourf space: but in the end we beat 
him totally y and pursued him to his Royal Fort, which we took^ 
— and indeed have beaten his whole Army. When we took 
this Forty we turned his own guns upon him. The Enemy 
hath had greaJt loss : and certainly is scatteredy and run several 
ways. We are in pursuit qf hiniy and have laid forces in 
several placeSy that we hope wHl gather him up. 

Indeed this hath been a very glorious mercy ; — and as stiff 
a contesty for four or jive hourSy as ever I have seen. Both 
your old Forces and those new-raised have behaved themselves 
with very greiU courage ; and He thait made them come outy 
made them willing to fight for you. The Lord God Almighty 
frame our hearts to red thankfulness for thisy which is alone 
His doing. I hope I shall within a day or two give you 
a more perfect account. 

In the mean time I hope you will pardony Sir, your most 

humble servanty 

OLIVER CROMWELL.* 

On Saturday the 6th comes a farther Letter from my Lord 
General ; ^ the effect whereof speaketh thus ^ : 

* Newspapers (in Cromwelliana, p. 113); Tanner Mss. (Cary, it 355). 
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LETTER CLXXXIII 

FOB THE HONOUSJkBLS WILLIAM LEMTHALL, ESdUIRE, 8PEAKEK OF 
THE PABUAHENT OF ENGLAND : THESE 

Worcester^ 4tli September 166L 

iSSr, — / am not able yet to give ycu an exact accowU of Ihe 
greaJt things the Lord hath wrought Jbr this Commonwealth 
and Jbr His People : and yet I am unwilling to be sHent ; hut^ 
according to my duty^ shall represent it to you as it comes 
to hand. 

This Battle was f ought with various success for some hours^ 
hut stm hope/id on your part; and in the end became an 
absolute victory ^ — and so full an one as proved a total drfeaJt 
and rwn of the Enemfs Army ; and a possession of the Towny 
our men entering at the Enemy's heelsj and fghting wiih them 
in the streets with very great courage. We took all their 
f^goge and artillery. What the slain are, I can give you 
no account f because we haoe not taken an exact view ; but they 
are very many: — and must needs be so; because the dispute 
W€U long and very near at hand; and often at push qf pUcey 
and from one defence to another. TTiere are about Six or 
Seven thousand prisoners taken here ; and nuxny Officers and 
Noblemen qf very great quality: Duke Hamilton^ the Earl 
qf BotheSy and divers other Noblemen^ — I hear, the Earl qf 
Lauderdale; many Officers qf great qtudity; and some that 
wUl be Jit subjects for your justice. 

We have sent very considerable parties after the Jlying 
Enemy; I hear they have taken considerable numbers qf 
prisoners J and are very close in the pursuit. Indeed^ I hear 
the Country riseth upon them everywhere; and I believe ihe 
forces that lay^ through Providencef at Bewdky^ and in Shrop- 
shire and Staffordshire, and those xxnth Colonel Lilbumy were 
in a condition^ cu if this had been foreseen, to intercept what 
should return. 

A more particular account than this will be prepared for you 
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as we are able. I hear they had not many more than a 
Thousand horse in thAr body thai fled : and I believe you heme 
near Four-thousand forces JbUowing^ and mkrposmg between 
them and home ; — wJiai flsh they will caich^ Time will declare} 
Their Army was abotU Sixteen-thousand strong; and Jbught 
ours on the Worcester side qf Severn almost with thAr whole, 
whilst we had engaged about half our Army on the oOier side 
but with parties of theirs. Indeed it was a sAff business; yet 
I do not thmk we have lost Two-hvndred men. Your new- 
raised farces did perform singular good service ; fyr which 
they deserve a very high estimation and acknowledgment; as 
also for their willingness thereunto,— forasmuch as the same 
hath added so much to the reputation qf your affairs. They 
are aU despatched horns again ; which I hope will be much far 
the ease and satisfaction qf the Country ; which is a great 
fruit qf these successes. 

TTie dimensions qfthis mercy are above my thoughts. It is, 
for aught I knoWf a crowning mercy. Surely y if it be not, 
such a one we shaU havcy if this provoke those that are con^ 
cemed in it to thankfulness ; and the Parliament to do the will 
qf Him who hath done His wXU for it^ amd for the Nation; — 
whose good pleasure it is to establish the Nation and the Change 
qf the Government^ by making the People so willing to the 
dtfence thereqfy and so signaUy blessing the endeavours qfyour 
servants in this late great work. I am bold humbly to begj 
That all thoughts may tend to the promoting qf His honour 
who hath wrought so great salvation ; and that the fitness qf 
these continued mercies may not occeuAon pride and wantonness^ 
as formerly the like hath done to a chosen Nation;^ but that 
the fear qf the Lord, even for His merciesy may keep an 
Authority and a People so prospered, and blessed, and witnessed 

* Phrase omitted in the Newspaper. In orig., an official hand has written on 
the margin ' omitt this.* 

* ' But Jeshunm waxed faX, and kicked:— (and thou art waxen fat» thou art 
grown thick, thou art covered with fotness :) then he forsook God which made 
him, and lightly esteemed the rock of his salvation ' {DiaOirpnamr xxxiL 15). 
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fm/o, humble amdjaithful ; cmd thai juMce and rigkUousnesij 
mercy and iruih may jkm Jrom yauy oi a thankful rekarn to 
our gradoua God. This shall be ihe prayer qf^ Sir^ your most 
hsmible and obedient servant, OLIVER OROMWBLL. 

Your Officers behaved themselves with much honour in Ms 
service ; and the Person ^ who is ihe Bearer hereof was equals 
in the performance qf his duty, to most that served you that 
dm/* 

' On Lord's-day next» by order of ParliamenV these Letien 
are read from all London Pulpits, amid the general thanks- 
giving of men. At Worcester, the while, thousands of 
Prisoners are getting ranked, * penned-up in the Cathedral,^ 
with sad outlooks : carcasses of horses, corpses of men, fright- 
ful to sense and mind, encumber the streets of Worcester; 
< we are plucking Lords, Knights, and Grentl^nen from their 
lurking-holes,^ into the unwelcome light.' Lords very numer* 
ous; A Peerage sore slashed. The Duke of Hamilton has 
got his thigh broken ; dies on the fourth day. The Earl of 
Derby, also wounded, is caught, and tried for Treason against 
the State ; lays down his head at Bolton, where he had <moe 
carried it too high. Lauderdale and others are put in the 
Tower ; have to lie there, in heavy dormancy, for long years. 
The Earls of Cleveland and Lauderdale came to Town to- 
gether, about a fortnight hence. ^As they passed almig 
Comhill in their coaches with a guard of horse, the Earl of 
Lauderdale^s coach made a stand near the Conduit : where 
a Carman gave his Lordship a visit, sajring, ^ Oh, my Lord, 
you are welcome to London ! I protest,* off goes your head, 

^ Major Cobbety 'who makes a relation,' and gets 100/. {Commons Jommaist 
viL 12, 13). 

* Newspapers (in Cromwellicma^ pp. 113, 114); Taaner Mss. (in Gary, fi. 
359-62). 

* Original Commission, signed * O. Cromwell,' and dated 8th September 165 1, 
appointing ' CoUonel John James ' Governor of Worcester, is now among the mss. 
of Trin. ColL Cambridge (copj/Mtf/ mo\. 
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as round as a hoop ! ^ But his Lordship passed oiF the fatal 
compliment only with a laughter, and so fared along to the 
Tower.'* His Lordship's big red head has yet other work 
to do in this world Having, at the ever blessed Restoration, 
managed, not without difficulty, ^to get a new suit of clothes,'' 
he knelt before his now triumphant Sacred Majesty on that 
glorious Thirtieth of May; learned from his Majesty, that 
^ Presbjrtery was no religion for a gentleman ; ' gave it up, 
not without pangs ; and resolutely set himself to introduce 
the exploded Tulchan Apparatus into Scotland again, by 
thumbikins, by bootikins, by any and every method, since it 
was the will of his Sacred Majesty ; — ^failed in the Tulchan 
Apparatus, as is well known ; earned for himself new plentiful 
dothes-suits. Dukedoms and promotions, from the Sacred 
Majesty; and from the Scotch People deep-toned universal 
sound of curses, not yet become inaudible ; and shall, in this 
place, and we hope elsewhere, concern us no more. 

On Friday the ISth of September the Lord Greneral arrived 
in Town. Four dignified Members, of whom Bulstrode was 
one, specially missioned by vote of Parliament,' had met him 
the day before with congratulations, on the other side Ayles- 
bury ; ^ whom he received with all kindness and respect ; and 
after ceremonies and salutations passed, he rode with them across 
the fields ; — where Mr. Winwood the Member for Windsor's 
hawks met them : and the Lord General, with the other 
Grentlemen, went a little out of the way a-hawking. Tbej 
came that night to Aylesbury ; where they had much dis- 
course ; especially my Lord Chief Justice St. John,' the dark 
Shipmoney Lawyer, now Chief Justice, <as they supped 
together.' To me Bulstrode, and to each of the others, he 
gave a horse and two Scotch prisoners : the horse I kept for 
carrying me: the two Scots, unlucky gentlemen of that 
countiy, I handsomely sent home again without any ransom 

^ King's Pamphlets, small 4to, no. 507, i 18. 

* Roger Coke's Detuiion oftJu Court and State of Engkmd^ 

• Commons Journals^ viL 13 (9th Sept. 1651). 
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whatever.^ And so on Friday we arrive in Town, in very 
great solemnity and triumph : Speaker and Parliament, Lord 
President and Coimcil of State, SheriiFs, Mayors, and an 
innumerable multitude, of quality and not of quality, eagerly 
attending us; once more splitting the welkin with their 
human shoutings, and volleys of great shot and small : in the 
midst of which my Lord General < carried himself with much 
afiability ; and now and afterwards^ in all his discourses about 
Worcester, would seldom mention anything of himself; men- 
tioned others only ; and gave, as was due, the glory of the 
Action unto God.^' — Hugh Peters, however, being of looee- 
spoken, somewhat sibylline turn of mind, discerns a certain 
inward exultation and irrepressible irradiation in my Lord 
Greneral, and whispers to himself, * TUs man will be King of 
England yet^ Which, unless Kings are entirely sup^uous 
in England, I should think very possible, O Pet^s! To 
wooden Lndlow Mr. Peters confessed so much, long after- 
wards ; and the wooden head drew its inferences therefrom.' 

TUs, then, is the last of my Lord G^neral^s Battles and 
Victories technically so called. Of course his Life, to the Y&ry 
end of it, continues, as from the beginning it had always been, 
a baUle and a dangerous and strenuous one, with due modicum 
of victory assigned now and then ; but it will be with other 
than the steel weapons henceforth. He here sheaths his war- 
sword ; with that, it is not his Order from the Great Captain 
that he fight any more. 

The distracted Scheme of the Scotch Governors to accom- 
plish their Covenant by this Charles-Stuart method has here 
ended. By and by they shall have their Charles Stuart back, 
as a general Nell-Gwynn Defender of the Faith to us all ; — 
and shall see how they will like him ! But as Covenanted 
King he is oiF upon his travels, and will never return more. 
Worcester Battle has cut the heart of that affair in two : and 

> Whitlocke, p. 4S4 ; see also 2d edit. p. 509. 

* I^id. p. 485. ' Ludlow. 
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Monk, an assiduous Lieutenant to the Lord General in his 
Scotch affairs, is busy suppressing the details. 

On Monday the 1st of September, two days before the 
Battle of Worcester, Lieutenant-Greneral Monk had stormed 
Dundee, the last stronghold of Scotland ; where much wealth, 
as in a place of safety, had been laid up. Governor Lumsden 
would not yield on summons : Lieutenant-General Monk 
stormed him ; the Town took fire in the business : there was 
once more a grim scene, of flame and blood, and rage and 
despair, transacted in this Earth : and taciturn General 
Monk, his choler all up, was become surly as the Russian 
bear ; nothing but negatory growls, to be got out of him : 
nay, to one clerical dignitary of the place he not only gave his 
^No!^ but audibly threatoied a slap with the fist to back 
it, — ^ ordered him, Not to speak one word, or he would scobe 
his mouth for him ! ' ^ 

Ten days before, some Shadow of a new Committee of 
Estates attempting to sit at Alyth on the border of Angus, 
with intent to concert some measures for the relief of this 
same Dundee, had been, by a swift Colonel of Monk^s, laid 
hold of; and the members were now all shipped to the Tower. 
It was a snuffing-out of the Govemment-Ught in Scotland* 
Except some triumph come from Worcester to rekindle it : — 
and, alas, no triumph came from Worcester, as we see; 
nothing but ruin and defeat from Worcester ! The Govern- 
ment-light of Scotland remains snufied out. — ^Active Colonel 
Alured, a swift devout man, somewhat given to Anabaptist 
notions, of whom we shall hear again, was he that did this 
feat at Alyth ; a kind of feather in his cap. Among the 
Captured in that poor Committee or Shadow of Committee 
was poor old General Leven, time-honoured Lesley, who went 
to the Tower with the others ; his last appearance in Public 
History. He got out again, on intercession from Queen 
Christina of Sweden ; retired to his native fields of Fife ; and 
slept soon and still sleeps in Balgony Kirk under his stone of 
^ Balfour, iv. 316. 
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honour, — ^the ezoellent ^ crooked little Feldtmarshal ^ that he 
was. Excellent, though unfortunate. He bearded the grun 
Wallenstein at Stralsund once, and rolled him back fix>m the 
bulwarks there, after long tough wrestle ; — and, in £Bu;t, did a 
thing or two in his time. Farewell to him.^ 

But with the light of Grovemment snufTed-out in Scotland, 
and no rekindling of it fix>m the Worcester side, resistance 
in Scotland has ended. Lambert, next summer, marched 
through the Highlands, padficating therau' There rose after- 
wards rebellion in the Highlands^ rebellion of Glencaim, of 
Middleton, with much mosstroopery and horsestealing ; but 
Monk, who had now again the command there, by energy and 
vigilance, by patience, punctuality, and slow methodic stroigth, 
put it down, and kept it down. A taciturn man; speaks 
little ; thinks more or less; — does whatever is doable here and 
elsewhere. 

Scotland therefore, like Ireland, has fallen to Cromwell to 
be administered. He had to do it under great difficulties ; 
the Groveming Classes, especially the Clergy or Teaching Class, 
continuing for most part obstinately indisposed to him, so 
baleful to their formulas had he been. With Monk for an 
assiduous Lieutenant in secular matters, he kept the country 
in peace ; — ^it appears on all sides, he did otherwise what was 
possible for him. He sent new Judges to Scotland ; ^ a pack 
of kinless loons,^ who minded no claim but that of fair play. 
He fifitvoured, as was natural, the Remonstrcmt Eer-and- 
Strahan Party in the Church; — favoured, above all things, 
the Christian-Grospel Party, who had some good message in 
them for the soul of man. Within wide limits he tolerated 
the Sewhitioner Party ; and beyond these limits would not 
tolerate them ; — would not suffer their (jeneral Assembly to 
sit ; marched the Assembly out bodily to Bruntsfield links, 

^ Scotch peerages; Fdrster's fVa/iensteinaU FeldAerriVotsdam, 1834), p. 124. 
Granger {Biographic Histwy of England) has some nonsense abont Leven, — in 
bis usual neat style. * Whitlocke» p. 514. 
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and sent it home again, when it tried such a thing.^ He 
united Scotland to England by act of Parliament; tried in all 
ways to unite it by still deeper methods. He kept peace and 
order in the country ; was a little heavy with taxes :— on the 
whole, did what he could; and proved, as there is good evidence, 
a highly beneficial though unwelcome phenomenon there. 

Alas, may we not say, In circuitous ways he proved the 
Doer of what this poor Scotch Nation really wished and willed, 
could it have known so much at sight of him I The true 
Governor of this poor Scotch Nation ; accomplishing theii 
Covenant withotd the Charles Stuart, since with the Charles 
Stuart it was a flat impossibility. But they knew him not ; 
and with their stifihecked ways obstructed him as they could. 
How seldom can a Nation, can even an individual man, urxler- 
stand what at heart his own real will is : such masses of 
superficial bewilderment, of respectable hearsay, of fantasy and 
pedantry, and old and new cobwebbery, overlie our poor will; 
much hiding U from us, for most part! So that if we can 
once get eye on t/, and walk resolutely towards fulfilment of it, 
the battle is as good as gained ! — 

For example, who, of all Scotch or other men, is he that 
verily understands the 'real ends of the Covenant,^ and dis- 
criminates them well from the superficial forms thereof; and 
with pious valour does them, — and continuaUy struggles to see 
them done? I should say, this CromweU, whom we call 
Sectary and Blasphemer ! The Scotch Clergy, persisting in their 
own most hidebound formula of a Covenanted Charles Stuart, 
bear dear testimony, that at no time did Christ^s Gospel so 
flourish in Scotland as now under Cromwell the Usurper. 
* These bitter waters,^ say they, < were sweetened by the Lord^s 
remarkably blessing the labours of His faithful servants. A 
great door and an effectual was opened to many.^' Not 

* Whitlockc, 25th July 1653 ; Lt/i of Robirt Blair (Edinbuigh, 1754), pp. 
118-19; Blencowe's 5f^ifo^ /'a/tfrr, pp. 153-5. 

* Lif$ cf Robert BUdr^ p. 120; Liyingston's Lifo 0/ Simse^ (GlMsgow, 1754), 
PP' 54-5 ; «tc etc 
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otlierwise in matters civil. ^ Scotland,^* thus testifies a com- 
petent eye-witnesS) < was kept in great order. Some Castles 
in the Highlands had Garrisons put into them, which weie so 
careful of their discipline, and so exact to their rules,'* the wild 
Highlanders were wonderfully tamed thereby. Cromwell built 
three Citadels, Leith, Ayr and Inverness, besides many little 
Forts, over Scotland. Seven or Eight thousand men, well 
paid, and paying well ; of the strictest habits, military, 
spiritual and moral : these it was eveiywhere a kind of 
Practical Sermon to take note of ! ^ There was good justice 
done; and vice was suppressed and punished. So that we 
always reckon those Eight years of Usurpation a time of great 
peace and prosperity,'^ — ^though we needed to be twice beat^i, 
and to have our foolish Governors flung into the Tower, before 
we would accept the same. We, and mankind generally, arp 
an ixtremely wise set of creatures. 

^ Bishop Burnet's HUtory tf kit Own TKmi, book L 
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(from fkase&^s hagazikb) 

Tbm following Article in Fnuer'M Magaitine had not the effect intended 
for it,— of securing in printer^s tTpes a certain poor dehced scantling of 
Cromwell Letters, which had hllen to my charge under circumstances 
already sorrowful enough ; and then of being, after some slight peaceable 
satisfiu^on to such as took interest in it, forgotten by the public ; I also 
being left to forget it, and be free of it On the contrary, the peaceable 
satisfection to persons interested was but temporary ; and the public, 
instead of neglecting and forgetting, took to unquiet guessing, as if there 
lay some deeper mystery in the thing, perhaps foul-play in it : private 
guesfdng, which in a week or two broke out into the Newspapers, in the 
shape of scepticism, of learned doubt too acute to be imposed upon, 
grounding itself on antiquarian philologies (internal evidence of anachron- 
isms), 'cravat,' 'stand no nonsense,' and I know not what. The un- 
wonted circumstances of the case, and the unsatisfactory though unavoid- 
able reticences in detailing it, threw a certain enigmatic chiaroscuro over 
the transaction, which, as it were, chaUenged the idle mind. Since the 
public had not neglected and forgotten, the public could do no other 
than guess. The idle public, obstinately resolute to #ee into millstones, 
could of course see nothing but opacity and iU wide realms ; got into 
ever deeper doubt, which is bottomless, 'a sphere with infinite radius,' 
and very easily arrived at ; could get into no certainty, which is a sphere's 
centre, and difficult to arrive at ; continued fencing with spectres, ai^uing 
from antiquarian philologies, etc in the Newspapers; — whereby, echo 
answering echo, and no transparency in millstones being attainable, the 
poor public rose rapidly to a height of anxiety on this unexpected matter, 
and raised a noise round itself, which, considering the importance of the 
subject, might be called surprising. In regard to all which, what could 
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an unfortunate Editor of Cromwell Letters do^ except perhaps carefoilj 
hold hia peace? The ancient housekeeper, in some innocent first-floor^ 
in the still night-time, throws a potsherd which is in her way into the 
street of the village : a most small transaction, laudahle in its kind ; hut 
near hj, starts the ohservant street-dog, who will see &rther into it: 
* Whaf-thaf ? Bow-wow ! ' — and so awakens, in what enormous geometri- 
cal progression is well known, all the dogs in the village, perhaps all the 
dogs in the parish, and gradually, even in the county and in the kingdom, 
to universal vigilant ohservant 'Bow-wow, Whaf-thaf?' in the hope of 
seeing farther into it Under which distressing circumstances, the ancient 
housekeeper understands that her one course is patience and silence ; that 
the less she says or does, the sooner it will end 1— This Squire Controversy 
did not quite terminate hy nature, I think ; hut rather was suddenly 
quenched hy that outhurst of the European revolutions in the end of the 
Fehruary then passiDg, which led the puhlic intellect into fruitfuler 
departments. 

This is not a state of matters one would wish to reawaken ! Scepticism, 
learned doubt, in regard to these Squire Papers, I understand is still the 
prevailing sentiment ; and also that silence, and the reflection how small 
an interest, if any whatever, is involved in tiie matter, are the only means 
of removing doubt, and of leading us to the least miraculous explanation, 
whatever that may be. To myself, I confess, the phenomenon is, what it 
has alwa3r8 been, entirely inexplicable, a miracle equal to any in BoOandus 
or CapgraviuM, unless these Squire Letters are substantially genuine : and 
if their history on that hypothesis is very dim and strange, — on the other 
hypothesis they refuse, for me at least, to have any conceivable history 
at alL Antiquarian philologies, etc such as appeared in the late universal 
'Whaf-thaf?' or grand 'Squire Controversy' never to be revived, had 
naturally no effect in changing one's opinion, and could have none. I 
have since had a visit, two visits, from the Gentieman himself; have 
conversed with him twice, at large, upon the Letters, the burnt Journal, 
and all manner of adjacent topics : and certainly, whatever other notion 
I might form of him, the notion that he either would or could have him- 
self produced a Forgery of Cromwell Letters, or been the instrument (for 
any consideration, much more for none) of another producing it, was 
flatiy inconceivable once for alL Nay to hint at it, I think, would not 
be flJtogether safe for Able-Editors within wind of this gentieman ! So 
stands it, as it has always stood, with myself, in regard to this small 
question. 

At the same time, I am weU enough aware, the Gentleman's account of 
proceedings in the business has an amasing look ; which only the personal 
knowledge of him could perhaps render less amasing. Doubt, to strangers^ 
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is very permissible ; nay to all, these Letters, by the very hypothesis, are 
involved everywhere in liability to incorrectness ; irrecoverably stript of 
their complete historical authenticity, — and not to be admitted, but to be 
rigorously excluded, except on that footing, in any History of Cromwell ; 
— ^and, on the whole, are in the state of an absurd entanglement^ connected 
with a most provoking coil of such. Out of which there is only this good 
door of egress : That they are intrinsically of no importance in the History 
of Cromwell ; that they alter nothing of his Life's character, add nothing, 
deduct nothing ; can be believed or disbelieved, without, to him or to us, 
any perceptible result whatever ; — and ought, in fine, to be dismissed and 
sent upon their destinies by all persons who have serious truth to seek 
for, and no time for idle guesses and riddle-ma-rees of the Scriblerus and 
Nugatory-Antiquarian sort 

Accordingly I had decided, as to these Squire Pkpers, which can or 
could in no case have been incorporated into any documentary Life of 
Cromwell, not to introduce them at all into this Book, which has far 
other objects than they or their questions of antiquarian philology can 
much further ! But, on the other hand, it was urged by friends who 
believe, like myself, in the fundamental authenticity of Squire, that 
hereby would arise a tacit admission of Squire's spuriousness, injustice 
done by me to Squire and to the antiquarian philologers; tiiat many 
readers, disbelievers or not, would have a certain wish to see the Squire 
Papers ; — ^that, in fine, under the head of the semi-romantic or Doubtful 
Documents of Oliver's History, and at all events as an accidental quite 
undoubtful Document in the history ^Oliver's History, they would have 
a certain value. To all which arguments, not without some slight weight, 
the Printer now accidentally adds another. That he has room for these 
Squire Papers, and even need of them to preserve his sjrmmetries ; that 
he can maintain an impassable wall between them and the Book, can 
insert them at the end of Volume Second and yet not in the Volume, 
with ease and with advantage. Here accordingly these astonishing 
Squire Papers are : concerning which I have only one hope to express. 
That the public, thinking of them (in silence, if I might advise) exactiy 
what it finds most thinkable, wiU please to excuse me firom farther 
function in the matter ; my duty in respect of them being now, to the 
last fraction of it, done ; my knowledge of them being wholly communi- 
cated ; and my care about them remaining, what it always was, close 
neighbour to nothing. The Reprint Ib exact from Fraier'9 Magazine, 
except needful correction of misprints, and insertion of two littie Notes, 
which have hung wafered on the margin this long while, and are duly 
indicated where they occur. 

IthMapVMB. 
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FRASER'S MAGAZINE FOR DECEMBER 1847 : Abt. I. 

THIRTT-FIVB UNPUBLISHED LETTERS OP OLIVER OROMWBLL 

On the first publication of OHver OrwnwelfM Letter* and Speeches, new 
contributions of Cromwell matter, of some value, of no valae and even of 
less than none, were, as the general reader knows, diligently forwarded 
to me from all quarters ; and turned to account, in the Second Edition 
of that work, as the laws of the case seemed to allow. The process^ 
which seemed then to all practical intents completed, and is in £m^ very 
languid and intermittent ever since, has nevertheless not yet entirely 
ceased ; and indeed one knows not when, if ever, it will entirely cease ; 
for at longer and longer intervab new documents and notices still arrive ; 
though, except in the single instance now before us, I may describe these 
latter as of the last degree of insignificance ; hardly even worth * insert- 
ing in an Appendix,' which was my bargain in respect of them. Whence 
it does, at last, seem reasopable to infer that our English Archives are 
now pretty well exhausted, in this particular ; and that nothing more, of 
importance, concerning Oliver Cromwell's utterances of himself in this 
world will be gathered henceforth. — Here, however, is a kind of excep- 
tion, in regard to which, on more accounts than one, it has become 
necessary for me to adopt an exceptional course ; and if not to edit, in 
the sense of elucidating, the contribution sent me, at least to print it 
straightway, before accident befidl it or me. 

The following Letters, which require to be printed at once, with my 
explicit testimony to their authenticity, have come into my hands under 
singular circumstances and conditions. I am not allowed to say that the 
Originals are, or were, in the possession of Mr. So-and-so, as is usual in 
like cases; tiiis, which would satisfy the reader's strict claims in the 
matter, I have had to engage expressly not to do. 'Why not?' all 
readers will ask, with astonishment, or perhaps with other fidelings still 
more superfluous for our present object The story is somewhat of an 
absurd one, what may be called a fiurce-toigedy ; very ludicrous as well 
as very lamentable ; — ^not glorious to relate ; nor altogether easy, under 
the conditions prescribed! But these Thirty-five Letters are Oliver 
Cromwell's ; and demand, of me especially, both that they be piously 
preserved, and that there be no ambiguity, no avoidable mjrstery or other 
foolery, in presenting of them to the world. If the Letters are not to 
have, in any essential or unessential respect, the character of voluntary 
enigmas; but to be read, with undisturbed attention, in such poor 
twilight of intelligibility as belongs to them^ some explanation, sack as 
can be given, seems needfuL 

Let me hasten to say, then^ explicitiy once more, that these Lettov 
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are of indubitable authenticity : farther, that the Originals, all or nearly 
all in Autograph, which existed in June last, in the possession of a 
private Gentleman whose name I am on no account to mention, have 
now irrecoverably perished ; — and, in brief, that the history of them, so 
fiur as it can be related under these conditions, is as follows : 

Some eight or ten months ago, there reached me, as many had already 
done on the like subject, a letter from an unknown Correspondent in the 
distance ; setting forth, in simple, rugged and trustworthy, though 
rather peculiar dialect, that he, my Unknown Correspondent, — who 
seemed to have been a little astonished to find that Oliver Cromwell was 
actually not a miscreant, hypocrite, etc. as heretofore represented, — ^had 
in his hands a stock of strange old Papers relating to Oliver : much con- 
sumed by damp, and other injury of time ; in particular, much ' eaten 
into by a vermin' (as my Correspondent phrased it), — some moth, or 
body of moths, who had boarded there in past years. The Papers, he 
said, describing them rather vaguely, contained some things of Crom- 
well's own^ but appeared to have been mosUy written by one Samuel 
Squire, a subaltern in the famed Regiment of Ironsides, who belonged to 
' the Stilton Troop,' and had served with Oliver ' from the first mount' 
of that indomitable Corps, as Comet, and then as ' Auditor,'^-of which 
latter office my Correspondent could not, nor could I when questioned, 
quite specificate the meaning, but guessed that it might be something 
like that of Adjutant in modem regiments. This Auditor Squire had 
kept some 'Journal,' or Diary of Proceedings, from ' the first mount' or 
earlier, from about 1642 till the latter end of 1645, as I could dimly 
gather ; but again it was spoken of as ' Journals,' as * Old Papers,' 
' Manuscripts,' in the plural number, and one knew not definitely what 
to expect : moth-eaten, dusty, dreary old brown Papers ; bewildered and 
bewildering; dreadfully difficult to decipher, as appeared, and indeed 
almost a pain to the eye, — and too probably to the mind. Poring in 
which, nevertheless, my Unknown Correspondent professed to have dis- 
covered various things. Strange unknown aspects of affairs, moving 
accidents, adventures, such as the fortune of war in the obscure Eastern 
Association (of Lincoln, Norfolk etc), in the early obscure part of Oliver's 
career, hitherto entirely vacant and dark in all Histories, had disclosed 
themselves to my Unknown Correspondent, painfully spelling in the rear 
of that destructive vermin : onslaughts, seizures, surprises ; endless 
activity, audacity, rapidity on the part of Oliver ; strict general integrity 
too, nay rhadamanthine justice, and traits of implacable severity connected 
therewith, which had rather shocked the otherwise strong but modem 
nerves of my Unknown Correspondent Interspersed, as I could dimly 
gather were certain Letters from Oliver and others (known or hitherto 
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unknown, was not said) ; kept, presumably, by Auditor Squire, the Iron- 
side Subaltern, as narratiye documents, or out of private fondness. Am 
proof what curious and to me interesting matter lay in those old Papers, 
Joumab or Journal, as my Unknown Correspondent indiscriminately 
named them, he gave me the following small EJxcerpt; illuminating 
completely a point on which I had otherwise sought light in vain. See, 
in Oliver Cfromweltt LeUert and Speechet, Letter of 6th July 1644 ; which 
gives account of Marston-Moor Battle, and contains an allusion to 
Oliver's own late loss, * Sir, you know my own trials this way,' — touching 
allusion, as it now proves; dark hitherto for all readers: — Meeting 
Colonel Cromwell again after some absence, just on the edge of Marston 
Battle (it is Auditor Squire that writes), 'I thought he looked sad and 
wearied ; for he had had a sad loss ; young Oliver got killed to death not 
long before, I heard: it was near Knaresborough, and 30 more got 
kiUed.'! 

Interesting Papers beyond doubt, my Unknown Correspondent thought. 
On one most essential point, however, he professed himself at a painful 
pause : How far, or whether at all, these Papers ought to be communi- 
cated to the Public, or even to myself? Part of my Correspondent's old 
kindred had been Roundheads, part had been Royalists ; of both which 
sorts plentiful representatives yet remained, at present all united in 
kindly oblivion of those old sorrows and animosities ; but capable yet, 
as my Correspondent feared, of blazing-np into one knew not what fierce 
contradictions, should the question be renewed. That was his persuasion, 
that was his amiable fear. I could perceive, indeed, that my Corre- 
spondent, evidently a simple and honourable man, felt obscurely as if, in 
his own new conviction about Oliver's character, he possessed a dangerous 
secret, which ought in nowise to be lightly divulged. Should he once 
inconsiderately blab it, this heterodox almost criminal secret, like a fire- 
spark among tinder and dry flax ; — ^how much more if, by publishing 
those private Papers, confirmatory of the same, he deliberately shot it 
forth as mere flame ! Explosion without limit, in the family and still 
wider circles, might ensue. — On the whole, he would consider of it; was 
heartily disposed to do for me, and for the interests of truth (with what 
peril soever) all in his power ; — ^hoped, for the rest, to be in London soon, 
where, it appeared, the Papers were then lying in some repository of his ; 
would there see me, and do as goodwill guided by wise caution might 
direct. 

To all which I could only answer with thanks for the small valuable 

hint concerning young Oliver's death ; with a desire to know more about 

those old Papers ; wiUi astonishment at my Correspondent's apprehension 

as to publishing them, which I professed was inconceivable, and likely to 

I Bttt Me voL i p. 48 n. iNetg ^xBsiX 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



SQUIRE PAPERS 845 

Hy away as a night-dream if he spoke of it in intelligent circles ; — and 
finally with an eager wish for new light of any authentic kind on Oliver 
Cromwell and his acts or sayings^ and an engagement that whatever of 
that sort my Correspondent did please to fi^vour me with, should be 
thankfully turned to use^ under such conditions as he might see good to 
prescribe. And here, after a second or perhaps even a third letter and 
answer (for several of these missives, judged at first to be without im- 
portance, are now lost), which produced no new information to me, nor 
any change in my Correspondent's resolutions, the matter had to rest 
To an intelligent Friend, partly acquainted in my Correspondent's 
country, I transmitted his letters ; with request that he would visit this 
remarkable possessor of old ManuseriptM ; ascertain for me, more precisely, 
what he was, and what they were ; and, if possible, persuade him that it 
would be safe, for himself and for the universe, to let me have some brief 
perusal of them ! This Friend unfortunately did not visit those my 
Correspondent's localities at the time intended : so, hearing nothing more 
of the affiiir, I had to wait patiently its ulterior developments; the 
arrival, namely, of my Correspondent in Town, and the opening of his 
mysterious repositories there. Not without surmises that perhaps, after 
all, there might be little, or even nothing of available, in them ; for me 
nothing, but new dreary labour, ending in new disappointment and 
disgust ; tragic experience being already long and frequent, of astonish- 
ingly curious old Papers on Oliver, vouchsafed me, with an effort and 
from fevour, by ardent patriotic correspondents, — which, after painftd 
examination, proved only to be astonishing old bundles of inanity, dusty 
desolation and extinct stupidity, worthy of oblivion and combustion : 
surmises tending naturally to moderate very much my eagerness, and 
render patience easy. 

So had some months passed, and the affair been pretty well forgotten, 
when, one afternoon in June last, a heavy Packet came by Post ; recog- 
nisable even on the exterior as my Unknown Correspondent's : and 
hereby, sooner than anticipation, and little as I could at first discern it, 
had Uie catastrophe arrioed. For within there lay only, in the mean 
while, copied accurately in my Correspondent's hand, those Five-and- 
thirty Letters of OHver CromweU which the Public are now to read : this, 
with here and there some diligent though rather indistinct annotation by 
my Correspondent, where needful ; and, in a Note from himself, some 
vague hint of his having been in Town that very day, and even on the 
point of calling on me, had not haste and the rigour of railways hindered ; 
hints too about the old dangers from Royalist kindred being now happily 
surmounted, — ^formed the contents of my heavy Packet 

The reading of these old Cromwell Letters, by far the most curious 
that had ever come to me from such a source, produced an immediate, 
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earnest, almost passionate request to have sight of that old 'Journal bj 
Samuel Squire/ under anj terms^ on any guarantee I could offer. Why 
should my respectable obliging Correspondent still hesitate? These 
Letters^ I assured him^ if he but sold the Originals as Autographs, were 
worth hundreds of pounds ; the old Journal of an Irontide, since such it 
really seemed to be^ for he had named it definitely in the singular, not 
'Journals' and 'Papers' as heretofore, — I prized as probably the most 
curious document in the Archives of England, a piece not to be estimated 
in tens of thousands. It had become possible, it seemed probable and 
almost certain, that by diligent study of those old Papers, by examination 
of them as with microscopes, in all varieties of lights, the veritable figure 
of Cromwell's Ironsides might be called into day, to be seen by men once 
more, hce to fiice, in the lineaments of very life ! A journey in chase oi 
this Unknown Correspondent and his hidden Papers ; any journey, or 
effort, seemed easy for such a price. 

Alas, alas, by return of post, there arrived a Letter beginning with 
these words : ' What you ask is impossible, if you offered me the Bank 
of England for security : the Journal is a»hes,' — all was ashes I My 
wonderful Unknown Correspondent had at last, it would i^pear, having 
screwed his courage to the sticking place, rushed up to Town by rail ; 
proceeded straight to his hidden repositories here ; sat down, with closed 
lips, with concentered &culty, and copied me exactly the Cromwell 
Letters, all words of Cromwell's own (these he had generously considered 
mine by a kind of right) ; — ^which once done he, still with closed lips, with 
sacrificial eyes, and terrible hand and mood, had gathered all his old 
Puritan Papers great and small. Ironside 'Journal,' Cromwell Autographs 
and whatever else there might be, and sternly consumed them with fire. 
Let Royalist quarrels, in the fiunily or wider circles, arise now if they 
could; — 'much evil,' said he mildly to me, 'hereby lies buried.* The 
element of 'resolution,' one may well add, 'is strong in our fiunily' ; 
unchangeable by men, scarcely by the very gods I — and so all wa9 ashes ; 
and a strange speaking Apparition of the Past, and of a Past more precious 
than any other is or can be, had sunk again into the dead depths of Night. 
Irrecoverable ; all the royal exchequer could not buy it back ! That, 
once for all, was the fact ; of which I, and mankind in general, might 
now make whatsoever we pleased. 

With my Unknown Correspondent I have not yet personally met; nor 
can I yet sufficiently explain to myself this strange procedure of his, 
which naturally excites curiosity, amid one's other graver feelings. The 
Friend above alluded to, who has now paid that visit, alas too late, 
describes him to me as a Gentleman of honourable firank aspect and 
manners ; still in his best years, and of robust manful qualities ; — by no 
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means^ in any way, the feeble^ chimerical or digtracted Entity, dug-up 
from the Seventeenth Century and set to live in this Nineteenth, which 
■ome of my readers might fkncy him. Well acquainted with that old 
Journal^ ^ which went to 200 folio pages' ; and which he had carefully, 
though not with much other knowledge, read and again read. It is 
suggested to me, as some abatement of wonder : ^ He has lived, he and 
his, for 300 years, under the shadow of a Cathedral City : you Imow not 
what kind of Sleepy Hollow that is, and how Oliver Cromwell is related 
to it, in the minds of all men and nightbirds who inhabit there ! This 
Gentleman had feh that, one way or other, you would inevitably in the 
end get this ms. from him, and make it public; which, what could it 
amount to but a new Guy-Fauz Cellar, and Infernal Machine, to explode 
his Cathedral City and all its coteries, and almost dissolve Nature for 
the time being? Hence he resolved to bum his Papers, and avoid 
catastrophes.' 

But what chiefly, or indeed exclusively, concerns us here, is that, from 
the first, and by sJl subsequent evidence, I have seen this Gentleman to 
be a person of perfect veracity, and even of scrupulous exactitude in 
details ; so that not only can his Copies of the Cromwell Letters be taken 
as correct, or the oorrectest he could give, but any remark or statement 
of his concerning them is also to be entirely relied on. Let me add, for 
my own sake and his, that, with all my regrets and condemnations, I 
cannot but dimly construe him as a man of much real worth ; and even 
(though strangely inarUouiiUe, and sunk in strange environments) of a 
certain honest intelligence, energy, generosity; which ought not to 
eacape recognition, while passing sentence ; — ^least of all by one who is 
forced unwillingly to relate these things, and whom, as is clear, he has 
taken great pains, and made a strong effort over himself, to oblige even 
so far. — ^And this is what I had to say by way of Introduction to theee 
new Letters of Oliver Cromwell, which are now all that remains to the 
world or me from that adventure. 

With regard to the Letters themselves, they may now be read without 
further preface. As will be seen, they relate wholly to the early part of 
Oliver's career ; to that obscure period, hitherto vacant or nearly so in 
all Histories, while ' Colonel Cromwell ' still fought and struggled in the 
Eastern Association, under Lord Grey of Groby, under the Earl of 
Manchester, or much left to his own shifts ; and was not yet distinguished 
by the public from a hundred other Colonels. They present to ns the 
same old Oliver whom we knew, but in still more distinct lineaments and 
physiognomy; the features deeply, even coarsely nuu-ked, — or, as it 
were, enlarged to the gigantic by unexpected nearness. It is Oliver left to 
himself; stript bare of all conventional draperies ; toiling, wrestling as 
for life and death, in his obscure element ; none looking over him but 
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Heaven only. He ' can stand no nonsenses ' ; he is terribly in earnest ; 
will have his work done^ — will have God's Justice done too, and the 
Everlasting Laws observed, which shall help, not hinder, all manner of 
work ! The Almighty God's commandments, these, of which this work 
is one, are great and awful to him ; all else is rather small, and not 
awfiiL He has pity, — pity as of a woman, of a mother, we have known 
in Oliver ; and rage also as of a wild lion, where need is. He rushes 
direct to his point : ' If resistance is made, pistol him ' ; ' wear them (these 
uniforms), or go home' ; 'Hang him out of hand ; he wantonly kiUed 
the poor widow's boy : Grod and man will be weU pleased to see him 
punished'! The attentive reader will catch not only curious minute 
features of the old Civil War, in these rude Letters ; but more clearly 
than elsewhere significant glimpses of Oliver's character and ways : and 
if any reader's nerves, like my Correspondent's, be too modem, — all 
effeminated in this universal, very dreary, very portentous babble of 
' abolishing Capital Punishments ' etc etc, and of sending Judas Iscariot, 
Courvoisier, Praslin, Tawell, and Nature's own Scoundrels, teachable by 
no hellebore, ' to the schoolmaster,' instead of to the hangman, or to the 
cesspool, or somewhere swifUy out of the way (said 'schoolmaster' not 
having yet overtaken all his other hopefuler work, by any manner of 
means !) — ^perhaps the sight of a great natural Human Soul once more, 
in whom the stamp of the Divinity is not quite abolished by Ages of Cant, 
and hollow Wiggery of every kind, ending now in an age of ' Abolition 
Principles,' may do such reader some good ! I understand, one of my 
Correspondent's more minute reasons for burning the Ironside Journal 
was, that it showed Cromwell uncommonly impatient of scoundrels, from 
time to time ; and might have shocked some people ! — 

I print these Letters according to their date, so fiur as the date is given ; 
or as the unwritten date can be ascertained or inferred, — which of eoune 
is not always possible ; more especially since the accompanjring 'Journal' 
was destroyed. With some hesitation, I decide to print with modem 
spelling and punctuation, there being no evidence that the partiaUy ill- 
spelt Copies furnished me are exact to Oliver's ill-spelling ; which at all 
events is insignificant, the sense having nowhere been at all donbtfuL 
Commentary, except what Auditor Squire and his Transcriber have 
afforded, I cannot undertake to give ; nor perhaps will much be needed. 
Supplementary words added by myself are marked by double commas, as 
was the former wont ; annotations, if inserted in the body of the Letter, 
are in Italics within brackets. — And now to businees, with all brevity. 
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Nos. I— VI 

The first Six Letters are of dates prior to the actual breaking-out of 
the Civil War, but while its rapid approach was too evident ; and bring 
to view, in strange lugubrious chiaroscuro^ Committeee of ' Association for 
mutual Defence ' (or however they phrased it), and lealous Individuals, 
Samubl Squirb among others, tremidously sitting in various localities, — 
tremulous under the shadow of High Treason on the one hand, and of 
Irish Massacre on the other; — to whom of course the honourable 
Member's communications, in such a season, were of breathless interest 
The King has quitted his Parliament ; and is moving northward, towards 
York as it proved, in a more and more menacing attitude. 

I. The address, if there ever was any except a verbal one by the Bearer, 
is entirely gone, and the date also ; but may be supplied by probable 
conjecture : 

" To the Committee of Association at Huntingdon " 

"London, liarohl64L'' 
Dear Friends, — It is not improbable that the King may go 
through Huntingdon on his way to Stamford. Pray keep all 
steady, and let no peace be broken. Beg of all to be silent ; or 
it may mar our peaceable settling this sad business. Such as are 
on the County Array bid go ; all of you protect, at cost of life, the 
King from harm, or foul usage by word or deed, — as you love the 
Cause. — From your faithful — [word lost f\ Ouver Cromwell. 

The Transcriber, my Unknown Correspondent, adds from the burnt 
/(mma/ this Note : 'Journal mentioned a sad riot at Peterborough on 
the King's going to Stamford, between the Townsmen and the Array.' 
March 1641, as is known, means 1642 according to the modern style : 
Newyears-day is 25th March. 

II. The date exists, though wrong written, from haste ; but the address 
most be supplied : 

" To the CommiUee oj Association at Stilton " 

Ely, April Uih day, 1641 [/br 164«; mdiwrittm, 
NewyearB-dap being stiU rteeni\ 

Dear Friends, — The Lord has hardened his \the King's"] heart 

more and more : " he has" refused to bear reason, or to care for our 

Cause or Religion or Peace. 
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Let our Friends have notice of the sad news. I will be with 
you at Oundle, if possible, early next week; say Monday, as I 
return now to London this day. Things go on as we all said they 
would. We are all on the point of now openly declaring ourselvet : 
now may the Lord prosper us in the good Cause ! 

Commend me in brotherly love to our chosen Friends and 
vessels of the Lord : I name no one, to all the same. I write 
myself your Friend in the Lord's Cause, O. 

P.S. Be sure and put-up with no affronts. Be as a bundle of 
sticks; let the offence to one be as to all The Parliament will 
back us. 



III. To Mr. Samuel Squire [subsequently Comet and Auditor 

Squire] 

London, Sd Hay 164S. 

Dear Friend, — I heard from our good friend W. [Wildmanf] 
how zealous in the good Cause you were. We are all alive here, 
and sweating hard to beat those Papists : may the Lord send to us 
His holy aid to overcome them, and the Devils who seek to do evil 

Say to your Friends that we have made-up our Demands to the 
control of the Navy, and Trainbands of the Counties' Militia, also 
all Forts and Castles : and, with God's aid, we will have them if 
he [the King] likes or dislikes. For he is more shifty every day. 
We must do more also, unless he does that which is right in the 
sight of God and man to his People. 

I shall come to Oundle, in my way down, this time ; as I leam 
you live there a great time now. So may you prosper in all your 
undertakings, and may the Lord God protect and watch over yoo. 
Let them all know our mind. — From your Friend, O. C. 

IV. TotheConmiUeeof Association ''ai Cambridge'' 

London, "June 1642." 

Gentlemen, — I have sent you, by Hobbes's Wain, those you 

know of. You must get lead as you may: — the Churches have 

enough and to spare on them ! We shall see the Lord will supply 

us. Heed well your motions [leam well ^our driU^exerdse] : and 
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laugh not at Rose's Dutch tongue ; he is a zealous servant, and we 
may go farther and get worse man to our hand than he is. 

I learn from R. you get offences from the Bullards at Stamford.^ 
Let them heed well what they are about, or [ere] they get a cake 
more than they baigain for, for their penny. — V. says that many 
come ill to the time fixed for muster : pray heed well their loss of 
time ; for I assure you, if once we let time pass by, we shall seek 
in vain to recover it The Lord helpeth those who heed His 
commandments : and those who are not punctual in small matters^ 
of what account are they when it shall please Him to call us forth, 
if we be not watchful and ready ? Pray beat-up those sluggards. 
— I shall be over, if it please God, next Tuesday or Wednesday. 
I rest, till then, your Friend and Wellwisher, O. C. 

My Correspondent^ who rather guesses this Letter to have gone to 
EunHngdcn, subjoins in reference to it, the foUowing very curious Note 
gathered from his recollections of the burnt Journal : — ^ Huntingdon 
regiment of Horse. Each armed and horsed himself; except Mr. OV 
Cromwell's Troop of Slepe Dragoons, of some 30 to 40 men^ mostly poor 
men or very small freeholders : these the Journal mentioned often ; 1 
mean the Slepe Troop of hard-handed fellows^ who did as he told them, 
and asked no questions. The others, despite all that has been said and 
written^ armed themselves and horsed also. I mean the celebrated 
Tawnieo or Irontidet, They wore brown coats, — as did most Farmers and 
little country Freeholders ; and so do now^ as you or me may see any 
day. — Oliver had some 200 foot also armed by him, who did great 
service.' 

V. No date^ no address now left. Probably addressed to the Com- 
mittee at Cambridge^ or whichever was the central Committee of those 
Associations ; and^ to judge by the glorious ripeness to which matters 
have come, dated about the beginning of July. A very curious Letter. 
We have prospered to miracle ; the Eastern Fen regions are all up or 
rising, and Royalism quite put down there^ impossible as that once 
seemed. Miraculous success ; — and greater is yet coming, if we knew it ! 

1 NifU U ikg Rtprhd. * Banards,' printed u Ptmstr with a mark of interrogatioo, has 
attracted the notice of a helpfal Ccnre spon dent, or of more than one. * Bollards,' equivalent to 
BuU'wardt^ I now find, is an old name or nirlmame for the Stamford people ; Stamford being 
fiunoos for boll-baiting, and gifted with beqoests to promote that branch of enterprise: *for 
which legacy,' says one Mr. Lowe of those parts, * every Bultmrd^ in gratitude, ooght to drink 
the joint memory of '—two heroes named by Mr. Lowe : see Hone's Rv^ty-Dm^ B^^ L 1480. 
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''To " 

"London, July Ifttt." 

Dear Friends^ — Your Letters gave me great joy at reading your 
great progress in behalf of our great Cause. 

Verily I do think the Lord is with me ! I do undertake strange 
things, yet do I go through with them, to great profit and gladness, 
and furtherance of the Lord's great Work. I do feel myself lifted 
on by a strange force, I cannot tell why. By night and by day I 
am urged forward on the great Work. As sure as God appeared 

to Joseph in a dream, also to Jacob, He also has directed [some 

words taJten out by tnoihs'] Therefore I shall not fear what man 

can do unto me. I feel He giveth me the light to see the great 
darkness that surrounds us at noonday. — to my — ht — ^ly [Jive 
words gone, by moths'], I have been a stray sheep from the Fold ; but 

I feel I am bom again; I have cast off \moths again ; nearfy 

three Unes lost"] 

" I have " sent you 300 more Carbines and 600 Snaphances ; also 
300 Lances, which when complete I shall send down by the Wain 
with l6 barrels Powder. 

We [of the Parliamentl declare ourselves now, and raise an Army 
forthwith : Essex and Bedford are our men. Throw-off fear, as I 
shall be with you. I get a Troop ready to begin ; and they will 
show the others. Tnily I feel I am Siloam of the Lord ; my soul 
is with you in the Cause. I sought the Lord; and found this 
written in the First Chapter of Zephaniah, the 8d verse : ' See, I 
will consume/ etc [Here is the rest of the passage : ' Consume man 
and beast ; I will consume the fowls of heaven, and the fishes of 
the sea, and the stumbling-blocks with the wicked ; and I will 
cut-off man from off the land, saith the Lord.'] 

Surely it is a sign for us. So I read it. For I seek daily, and 
do nothing without first so seeking the Lord. 

I have much to say to you all, when I do see you. TiU I so do, 
the Lord be with you ; may His grace abound in all your houses. 
Peace be among you, loving Friends : so do I pray daily for your 
soul's health. I pray also, as I know you also ** do," for His mercy 

to soften the heart of the King. [mothr^rums to the end ; the 

signature itself half-eaten : indistinctly guessable to have been ;] 

I ''shall be at" Godmanchester, 'Mf it please the Lord, on'' 
Monday. Ojuybr Cbouwell 
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VI. No date ; presumably, August 1G42, at Ely or somewhere in that 
region ; where Parliament musters or * surveys ' are going on^ and 
brabbles with recusant Royalists are rife, — in one of which the excellent 
Mr. Sprigg has got a stroke. My Correspondent, the Transcriber, thinks 
'house at Peterborough' must mean merely quarters in a house there^ 
the house or home of Squire appearing in a late Letter to be at Oundle. 

To Mr, Squire, at his House, Peterborough 

[No date.] 
Sir, — I regret much to hear your sad news. I regret much that 
worthy vessel of the Lord, Sprigg, came to hurt, 

I hope the voice of the Lord will soften the Malignant's heart 
even yet at the eleventh hour : we rejoice at the " hope " much ; — 
but do keep it quiet, and not to take air. 

We had a rare survey about us ; and did much good. I expect 
to see you all at Stilton on Tuesday. To prevent hindrance, bring 
your swords and -|- [kierogfyph for muskets}], — From your Friend, 

O. C. 



Nos. VII— XXIV 

VII. Keinton or Edgehill Battle, the first clear bursting into flame of 
all these long-smouldering elements, was fought on Sunday 2dd October 
1642. The following Eighteen Letters^ dated or approximately dateable 
all but some two or three^ bring us on, in a glimmering fitful manner, 
along the as yet quite obscure and subterranean course of Colonel Crom- 
well, to within sight of the Skirmish at Gainsborough, where he dared to 
beat and even to slay the Hon. Charles Cavendish, and first began to 
appear in the world. 

'* To Auditor Squire" 

WlBbeaoh, this day, Uth Nov. 1642. 
Dear Friend, — Let the Saddler see to the Horse-gear. I learn, 
from one, many are ill-served. If a man has not good weapons, 
horse and harness, he is as naught. I pray you order this : — and 
tell Rainsborough I shall see to that matter " of his " ; but do 
not wrong the fool. — From your friend, O. C. 

VIII. The following is dated the same day, apparently at a subsequent 
hour, and to the same person : 

VOL. II. z 
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" To Auditor Squire " 

NoYember 11th dfty, 1642. 
Take Three Troops, and go to Downham; I care not which 
they be. Oliver Cromwell. 

IX. ' Stanground ' is in the Peterborough region ; ' Aiister your Music' 
means ' Aiister your Trumpeter,' of whom there will be other mention. 
Oliver finds himself at a terrible pinch for money ; — ^there are curious 
glimpses into that old House by Ely Cathedral too, and the ' Mother ' 
and the ' Dame ' there 1 — 

To Mr, Samuel Squire, at his Quarters at Stanground 

99th November 164£. 

Dear Friend, — I have not at this moment Five Pieces by me : 
loan I can get none : and without money a man is as naught. 
Pray now open thy pocket, and lend me 150 Pieces until my rent- 
day, when I will repay, — or say 100 Pieces until then. Pray send 
me them by Aiister your Music ; he is a cautious man. 

Tell W. I will not have his men cut folk's grass without proper 
compensation. If you pass mine, say to my Dame I have gone 
into Essex : my house is open to you ; make no scruple ; do as at 
your house at Oundle, or I shall be cross. — If you please ride over 
to Chatteris, and order the quartering of those [that] Suffolk Troop, 
— 1 hear they have been very bad ; — and let no more such doings 
be. Bid R. horse ^ any who offend ; say it is my order, and show 
him this. 

Pray do not forget the 100 Pieces ; and bid Aiister ride haste. 
I shall be at Biggleswade at H. Send me the accounts of the 
week, if possible by the Trumpet ; if not, send them on by one of 
the Troopers. It were well he rode to Bury, and wait [fvailed] my 
coming. 

I hope you have forwarded my Mother the silks you got for me 
in London ; also those else for my Dame. If not, pray do not 
fail. — From your Friend, Oliver Cromwell. 

1 That is, W0odin-h0rtt (used as a verb).—* Do militaiy men of these times understand the 
wooden horse? He is a mere triangular ridge or xoof of wood, set on four sticks, with absurd 
head and tail superadded ; and you ride him bare-backed, in lace of the world, frequently with 
muskeutied to your feet,— in a very uneasy manner 1 '—CrvmweUt LitUrs mnd S^eckes, antea, 
p. 19. 
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^W.* I suppose means Wildman, 'R.' Rainsborough. My Corre- 
spondent annotates here : The ^Journal often mentioned trouble they' (the 
officers generally) ^got into from the men takings without leave, hay and 
com from Malignants^ whom Oliver never allowed to be robbed^ — but 
paid for all justly to friend and foe.' 

X. To Comet Squire, at ku Quarters, Tansor : These 

Huntingdon, SSd January 1642. 
Sir, — News has come in, and I want you. Tell my Son to ride 
over his men to me, as I want to see him. Tell White and Wild- 
man also I want them. Be sure you come too : do not delay. 

I have ill news of the men under my Son : tell him from me I 
must not have it. Bring me over those Papers you know of. 
Desborow has come in with good spoil, — some 3,000/. I reckon. 
Your Friend, O. ['' C." roUed off,] 

Dated on the morrow after this, is the celebrated Letter to Robert 
Barnard, Esquire, now in the possession of Lord Gosford : ^ ' Subtlety 
may deceive you, integrity never will ! ' — 

XI. Refers to the Lowestoff exploit ; ' and must bear date 12th March 
1642-3, — apparently from Swaffham, Downham, or some such place on 
the western side of Norfolk. 

For Captain Berry, at his Quarters, Oundle. Haste 

[Date gone hy moths}-'* ISth March 1642." 
Dear Friend, — We have secret and sure hints that a meeting 
of the Malignants takes place at Lowestoff on Tuesday. Now I 
want your aid ; so come with all speed on getting this, with your 
Troop ; and tell no one your route, but let me see you ere sun- 
down. — From your Friend and Commandant, 

Oliver Cromwell. 

Auditor Squire had written in his Journal, now burnt : ' He ' (Oliver) 
' got his first information of this business from the man that sold fish to 
the Colleges ' (at Cambridge), ' who being searched, a Letter was found 
on him to the King, and he getting rough usage told all he knew.' 

XIL Date and address have vanished; eaten by moths; but can in 
part be restored. Of the date^ it would appear, there remains dimly 

1 Leti4rs andSpttchet^ voL L p. 139. i thid, p. 136. 
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' the lagt figure, which looks like a 6 ' : that will probably mean * March 
15/ which otherwise one finds to be about the time. The scene is still 
the Fen country ; much harassed by Malignants, necessitating searches 
for arms, spy-journeys, and other still stronger measures ! ' Montague/ 
we can dimly gather, is the future Earl of Sandwich ; at present * Captain 
of the SV Neot's troop,' a zealous young Gentleman of eighteen ; who, 
some six months hence, gets a commission to raise a regiment of his own ; 
of whom there is other mention by and by. 

"To Comet Squire" 

•• 15th Maroh 1642." 

Dear Friend, — I have no great mind to take Montague's word 
about that Farm. I learn, behind the oven is the place they hide 
them [the arms] ; so watch well, and take what the man leaves ; 
— and hang the fellow out of hand [out-^t-hand], and I am your 
warrant. For he shot a boy at Pilton-bee by the Spinney, the 
Widow's son, her only support : so God and man must rejoice at 
his punishment. 

I want you to go over to Stamford : they do not well know you ; 
ride through, and learn all ; and go round by Spalding, and so 
home by Wisbee [IVisbeach]. See 15, 8, 92 ; and bring me word. — 
Wildman is gone by way of Lincoln : you may meet ; but do not 
know him ; he will not you. 

I would you could get into Lynn ; for I hear they are building 
a nest there we must rifle, I sadly fear. — You will hear of me at 
Downham : if not, seek me at Ely ; my Son will say my Quarters 
to you.— From your Friend, O. C 

XIII. No date, no address ; the Letter itself a ruined fragment, * in 
Oliver's hand.' For the rest see Letteri and Speeches, voL L p. 140. 
' Russell,' I suppose, is Russell of Chippenham, the same whose daughter 
Henry Cromwell subsequently married. 

''To Comet Squire" 

[No date] "Cambridge, (23d?) March 1642.** 

Sir, — Send me by Alister a list of the Troop, and the condition 

of men and horses; also condition of the arms. Ride over to 

St. Neot's, and see Montague his Troop, and my Son's Troop ; and 

call on your way back at Huntingdon, and see to Russell's (I hear 
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his men are ill provided in boots) ; and bid them heed a sudden 
call : I expect a long ride. 

I shall want 200 Pieces : bring me them^ or else send them by 
a sure hand. — You mentioned to my Wife of certain velvets you 
had in London, come over in your Father's ship from Italy : now, 

as far as Twenty Pieces go, buy th [torn off, signature and all], 

"Oliver Cromwell." 

XIV. To Mr, Squire, at his Quarters, Godmanchester 

Cambridge, S6th March 1642 [miiwriUenfor 1643; 
Ifevfyeari-day wu yesterday}. 

Sir, — Since we came back, I learn no men have got the money 

I ordered. Let me hear no more of this ; but pay as I direct, — as 

we are about hard work, I think. Yours to mind, 

Oliver Cromwell. 

The ' hard work' of this Letter, and 'long ride' of last, refer to the 
same matter; which did not take effect after all, much as Colonel 
Hampden urged it. 

XV. 'Direction gone; Letter generally much wasted.' Refers, seem- 
ingly, to those 'Plunderers' or 'Camdeners' from the Stamford side, 
concerning whom, about the beginning of this April, there is much talk 
and terror, and one other Letter by Cromwell, already printed.^ ' Berry ' 
is the future Major-General; once 'Clerk in the Ironworks,' Richard 
Baxter's friend ; of whom there was already mention in the Lowestoff 

'* To Comet Sqdre" 

Ely, thii 30th day [ref< rotted o#l "Hareh 1643.'* 
— — — hope you to bring me that I want in due time, — we 
shall, if it please God, be at Swaffliam ; — ^and hear of me at 11 
[name in cipher], who will say to you all needfuL 

Mind and come on in strength, as they are out to mischief, and 
some [guess at their number illegible], Troops, but ill- 
armed. Tell Berry to ride in, also Montague ; and cut home, a& 
no mercy ought to be shown those rovers, who are only robbers 

and not honourable soldiers. Call at Cosey : I learn he has got 

a case of arms down ; fetch them off; also his harness, — it lies in 
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the wall by his bedhead: fetch it off; but move not his old 
Mreapons of his Father's, or his family trophies. Be tender of this, 
as you respect my wishes of one Gentleman to another. 

Bring me two pair Boothose, from the Fleming's who lives in 
London Lane ; also a new Cravat : — I shall be much thankful. I 
rest your Friend, Oliver Cromweul 

'London Lane,' I understand, is in Norwich. Let us hope 'the 
Fleming ' has a good fleecy-hosiery article there, and can furnish one's 
Cornet ; for the weather is still cold ! — 

From Norwich and the Fleming, by faint reflex, we perceive fiirther 
that 'Cosey ' must be OoMtetsey, vernacularly ' Cossy,' Park ; seat of the 
old Roman-Catholic Jeminghams (now Lords Stafford), who are much 
concerned in these broils, to their heavier cost in time coming. Cossy 
is some four miles east of Norwich ; will lie quite handy for Squire and 
his Troop as they ride hitherward, being on the very road to Swa£fham.^ 

XVL Mr. Samuel Squirt, at his Quarters, Peterborough, in Bridge- 
street there : Haste 

St.Neot'8,3dAprill64S. 

Dear Sir, — I am required by the Speaker to send up those 
Prisoners we got in Suffolk [at Lowestoff, etc] ; pray send me the 
Date we got them, also their Names in full, and quality. I expect 
I may have to go up to Town also. I send them up by Whalley's 
Troop and the Slepe Troop ; my Son goes with them. You had 
best go also, to answer any questions needed. 

I shall require a new Pot [kind of Helmet] ; mine is ill set Buy 
me one in Tower-street ; a Fleming sells them, I think his name 
is Vandeleur: get on^JUUed,9LD<di good barrets; and let the plume- 
case be set on well behind. I would prefer it lined with good 
shamoy leather to any other. 

I have wished them return \the two Troops to return] by way of 
Suffolk home ; so remind them. . Do see after the 8 [undecipher-^ 
able cipher'^ 81 is playing fox : I hold a letter of his he sent to 
certain ones, which I got of one who carried it. If you light on 
him, pray take care of him, and bring him on to me. I cannot let 
such escape ; life and property is lost by such villains. If resist- 

1 This Parmgrmph b doe to a Correspondent (Jan. 1848X after F^nugr, where 'Cosey* was 
printed with a gmmit, * Cosey (!)'-(Ar#^ U tJU Ri^rimt^ 1850). 
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ance is given^ pistol liim. No nonsense can be held with such : 
he is as dangerous as a mad bull, and must be quieted by sonfe 
means. This villain got our men into a strife near Fakenham^ 
some three weeks since; and two got shot down, and nine 
wounded ; and the others lost some twenty or thirty on their side ; 
and all for his mischief. 

Let me see you as soon as needs will allow. Mind Henry come 
to no Ul in London; I look to you to heed him. — From your 
Friend, Olfvkr Cromwell. 

Squire endorses : ' We went up with the Treasure ; and got sadly 
mauled coming back, but beat the ruffians [rt^finns] at Chipping, but 
lost near all our baggage.' 

XVII. These plundering ' Ca'ndishers,' called lately 'Camdeners,' from 
Noel Viscount Camden their principal adherent in these Southern parts, 
are outskirts or appendages of the Marquis of Newcastle's Northern or 
'Papist' Army^ and have for Commander the Hon. Charles Cavendish, 
Cousin of the Marquis ; whence their name. They are fast flowing 
Southward at present, in spite of the Fairfaxes, — to the terror of men. 
Our first distinct notice of them by Oliver; the last will follow by 
and by. 

To Mr. Squire, (U lUs Quarters, Oundle : These. Post haste, haste 

StUton, iSth April this day, *' 1643." 
Sir, — Pray show this to Berry, and advise [ngnify to] him to 
ride in, and join me, by four-days time ; as these Ca'ndishers, 

I hear, are over, tearing and robbing all, poor and rich. 

Imoths"] Many poor souls slain, and cattle moved off. 

Stamford is taken, and Lord Noel [NoW] has put some 300 to 
garrison it. 

Send on word to Biggleswade, to hasten those slow fellows. 
We are upon no child's-play ; and must have all help as we [theyl 

may. At same time, I will buy your Spanish Headpiece you 

showed me ; I will give you Five Pieces for it, and my Scots one . 
at all rates, I will fain have it. — So rest, your Friend, O. C. 

The East Foot [from Suffolk etc] are come in, to some 600 
men, I learn. Say so to those Biggleswade dormice. 
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Squire has jotted on this Letter : ' writ 12th April 1642 ' (meaning 
1643)^ 'as we were upon our Lincoln riding.' 



XVIII. To Mr. Squire, at his QuaHers, Oundle : These. HasU 

Ely, thifl 13th day April 164S \Jor 1643]. 

Sir, — I got your Letter and the Headpiece [See Nos. l6, 17]. 
I find we want much ere we march. Our Smiths are hard " on " 
work at shoes. Press me Four more Smiths as you come on : I 
must have them, yea or nay ; say I will pay them fee, and let go 
after shoeing, — home, and no hindrances. 

I am glad Berry is of our mind ; and in so good discipline of his 
men, — next to good arms, sure victory, under God. — I am your 
Friend, O. CL 

XIX. To Mr. S. Squire, at his Quarters, Oundle : These. Haste 

Ely, this day Monday '* 1643." 

Sir, — The Pay of the three Troops is come down; therefore 
come over by Twelve to-morrow, and see to it. I can hear nothing 
of the man that was sent me out of Suffolk and Essex. I fear 
he is gone off with the money. If so, our means are straitened 
beyond my power to redeem ; — so must beg of you to lend me 
200 pieces more, to pay them ; and I will give you the order on 
my Farm at Slepe, as security, if Parliament fail payment^ which 
I much doubt of. 

I got the money out of Norfolk last Friday : it came, as usual, 
ill ; and lies at my Son's quarters safely : also the Hertfordshire 
money also [^], which lies at his quarters also. The money which 
was got from the man at Boston is all gone : I had to pay 20 per 
centum for the changing it, and then take Orders on certain you 
know of, which will reduce it down to barely 60/. in the 100: — 
which is hard case on us who strive, thus to lose our hard earn- 
ings by men who use only pens, and have no danger of life or limb 
to go through. 

Bring me the Lists of the Foot now lying in Garrison. I fear 
those men from Suffolk are being tried sorely by money from 
certain parties, — whom I will hang, if I catch playing their tricks 
in my quarters ; by law of arms I will serve them. Order Isham 
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to keep the Bridge (it is needful)^ and shoot any one passing who 
has not a pass. The Service is one that we must not be nice 
upon^ to gain our ends. So show him my words for it. 

Tell Captain Russell my mind on his men's drinking the poor 
man's ale and not paying. I will not allow any plunder : so pay 
the man^ and stop their pay to make it up. I will cashier officers 
and men, if such is done in future. 

So let me see you by noon-time ; as I leave, after dinner, for 
Cambridge. — Sir, I am your Friend, 

Oliver Cromwell. 

' Isham,' who is to keep the Bridge on this occasion, * left the regiment 
at the same time as Squire did ' (the First War being ended), ' and went 
to sea, as did many others : so said JowmaL* {Note by the Tramcriber.) 

XX. Address torn off, date eaten by moths ; the former to be guessed 
at, the latter not. 

" To Mr. Squire" 

Dear Friend, — " I pray you " ^ send a Hundred Pounds to 81 at 
Ipswich ; also a Hundred Pounds to 9^ in Harwich ; also Fifty- 
two Pounds to 151 at Aldborough; — and do not delay an hour. 
W. [H^ildman f] is returned : they are all fit to burst at news come 
in ; and, I much fear, will break out. So I am now going over to 
clip their wings. I shall be back in five days, if all be well. 

Henry has borrowed of you Fifty Pieces, I learn. Do not let 
him have any more ; he does not need it ; and I hope better of 
you than go against my mind. — I rest, your Friend, 

Oliver Cromwell. 



XXI. To Mr. Squire, at his Quarters, Chatteris : Haste, haste 

Headqoarten, Monday daybreak. 
Sir, — ^Wildman has seen one who says you have news. How is 
this I am not put in possession of it ? Surely you are aware of 
our great need. Send or come to me by dinner. — I am your 
Friend, Oliver Cromwelu 

1 Some such phrasei and the half erf* ' Pri/Hif/ have gone by motha. 
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XXII. To Mr. Squire, at his Quarters, Donmham 

[iiroda<«] "1643." 
Dbar Friend, — I learn from Burton (112) that one landed at 
the Quay from Holland, who was let-go, and is now gone-on by 
way of Lynn. I hear he has a peaked beard, of a blue-black 
colour : of some twenty-five years old : I think from my letters, a 
Spaniard. See to him. He will needs cross the Wash ; stop him, 
and bring him to me. I shall lie at Bury, if not at Newmarket : 
so be off quickly. — From your Friend, 

O. Cromwelu 
Haste, — ride on spur. 

Squire has endorsed : 'Got the man at Tilney, after a tussle, two 
troopers hit, and he sore cut, even to loss of life. Got all. 

XXIII. Mr. Waters is tome lukewarm Committee-man; whose lazy 
backwardness, not to say worse of it, this Colonel can endure no longer. 
Squire (by whatever chance the Letter came into Squire's hand) has 
endorsed as memorandum : '146 [and other cipher-marks] lives at his 
house,' — which perhaps may explain the thing ! 

To Mr. Waters, at the Cross Keys : These in all speed 

linooln, S5th Jxdy 1643. 
Sir, — If no more be done than you and yours have done, it is 
well you give over such powers as you have to those who wilL I 
say to you now my mind thereto : If I have not that aid which is 
my due, I say to you I will take it And so heed me ; for I find 
your words are mere wind : I shall do as I say, if I find no aid 
come to me by Tuesday. — Sir, I rest, as you will, 

Oliver Cromwell. 

XXIV. Here are the Ca'ndishers again; scouring the world, like 
hungry wolves : swift, mount, and after them ! 

To Captain Montague or Sam Squire : Haste, haste, on spur 

WiBbeaoh, this day,— "July 1643." 
Sir, — One has just come-in to say the Ca'ndishers have come as 
far as Thomey, and done a great mischief, and drove-off some 
threescore fiit beasts. 
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Pray call all in^ and follow them ; they cannot have got far 
Give no quarter ; as they shed blood at Bourne, and slew three 
poor men not in arms. So make haste. — From your Friend and 
Commander, Oliver Cromwell. 

Here, too, is a Letter from Henry Cromwell, copied by my Corre- 
spondent from Squire's old Papers ; which is evidently of contiguous or 
slightly prior date, and well worth saving. 

' To Captain Berry, at his Quarters, WhiUlesea: These in all haste 

18th July 1643. 

' Sir, — ^There is great news just come in, by one of our men who has 
been home on leave. The Ca'ndishers are coming on hot Some say 80 
troops, others 50 troops. Be it as it may, we must go on. Vermuyden 
has sent his Son on to say. We had better push-on three troops as scouts, 
as ^ as Stamford ; and hold Peterborough at all costs, as it is the Key 
to the Fen, which if lost much ill may ensue. Our news says, Ca'ndish 
has sworn to sweep the Fens clear of us. How he handles his broom, we 
will see when we meet : he may find else than dirt to try his hand on, I 
think ! Last night came in Letters from the Lord General ; also money, 
and ammunition a good store. 

'Our men being ready, we shall ride in and join your Troop at dawn. 
Therefore send out scouts to see. Also good intelligencers on foot had 
better be seen after ; they are best, I find, on all occasions. Hold the 
Town secure; none go in or out, on pain of law of arms and war. — 
Sharman is come in from Thrapstone : there was a Troop of the King's 
men driving, but got cut-down to a man, — not fiur from Kettering, by 
the Bedford Horse, and no quarter given, I hear. 

'Sir, this is all the news I have. My Father desires me to say. Pray 
be careful ! — Sir, I rest, your humble Servant, Henry Cromwell.' 

On the same sheet follow four lines of abstruse cipher, with a signature 
which I take to mean ' Oliver Cromwell ' : apparently some still more 
secret message from the Colonel himself. 

On Friday 28th July 1643, precisely ten dajrs after this Letter, occurred 
the action at Gainsborough, where poor General Cavendish, 'handling 
his broom ' to best ability, was killed ; and a good account, or good in- 
stalment of account to begin with, was given of these Ca'ndishers.^ 

1 LetUrt €md S^ekiSt voL i. p. 153. 
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Nos. XXV— XXX,V. 

Our last batch consists of Eleven Letters ; all of which, except two 
only, bear date 1G43 ; and all turn on the old topics. Squire's more 
intimate relation to Oliver naturally ceased as the sphere of action 
widened, — as the ' valiant Colonel/ having finished his Eastern-Associa- 
tion business, emerged as a valiant General into Marston Battle, into 
England at large. After 1643, there is only one Letter to Squire ; and 
that on personal business, and dated 1645. 

XXV. To Mr. Squire, at his Quarters, Wisheach, at Mr. Thome s 
House there : hy my Son Henry 

Augost, Sd day, 1643. 
Sir, — My Lord Manchester has not the power to serve me as 
you would [as you wish'] for York : but I will see if I can do it 
for him, to serve you in my Kinsman's [^fVhalley*s, Desborow's, 
Walton's ?] troop. 

I will give you all you ask for that Black you won last fight — I 
remain, yours, Oliver Cromwell. 

'Last Fight' is Gainsborough with the Ca'ndishers ; wliich occurred a 
week ago, — and has jdelded Squire a horse among other things. 

XXVI. To Mr. S. Squire, at his Quarters, the Flag 

This day, 3d August 164S. 

Sir, — These are to require you to bring the Statements of the 
Troopers who were on the ]t>ad, when they stopped the Wains 
containing the Arms going from [word illegible ; my Correspondent 
writes ' Skegness '] to Oxford : that they be paid their dues for the 
service, 

I learn from Jackson that some of the Suffolk Troop requires 
Passes to return home to Harvest Now, that is hardly to be 
given; seeing we are after Lynn Leaguer, and require all aid 
needful to surround them [the Lynn Malignants"] : — Say I cannot 
grant their requesting. Have they not had great manifesting of 
God's bounty and grace, in so short a time? I am filled with 
surprise at this fresh requiring of these selfish men. Let them 
write home, and hire others to work. I will grant no fresh Passes : 
the Lord General is against it ; and so am I, fixed in my mind. 
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Do you ride over to Swaffham, and buy Oats for 2000 horse : 
we shall require as many, to come on to Gay wood, by order, as 
needed. Also see to the Hay; — and let your servants see well 
that no imposition is practised. I must insist on due weight and 
measure for man and horse; or let the chapmen look to their 
backs and pouches ! I stand no rogue's acts here, if they are 
tolerated in London. I will have my pennyworth for my penny. 

Send on a Trooper to Norwich and Yarmouth for news. Bid 
them call at 112 and 68, and ask Mr. Parmenter after 32: he is 
fox, I hear. I fear Burton is double. — I am, your Friend, 

Oliver Cromwelu 

I sent a Pass to your Kinsman. 

XXVII. "ToMr.Sqmre" 

"17th August 1643." 
Bid three Troops go on to Downham, and come by way of 
Wisbeach. Tell Ireton my mind on his shooting that Spy without 
learning more. I like it not. His name is Nickols, I hear. It 
were well no news took air of it O. C. 

'From Col. Cromwell on his way to Siege of Lynn, 17th August 1643 :' 
so Squire dockets; which enables us to date. Farther in regard to 
* Ireton's matter' (the well-known Ireton), there stood in the Journal, says 
my Correspondent : ' This man was shot in Thomey Fen : he was a spy, 
and had done great injury. He had 500 Gold Pieces in his coat, and a 
Pass of Manchester's and one of the King's.' To which my Correspondent 
adds in his own person : ' Shooting spies, and hanging newsmongers, was 
very often done ; and to me very horrible was the news I read often in 
the Journal of such doings.' 

XXVIII. The 'great work on hand' — is a ride to Ldncolnshire ; which 
issued in Winceby Fight^ or Homcastle Fight, on Wednesday next. 

•^ To AudUor Squire " 

Ely, this day [moM] October ••1643." 
Dear Friend, — Hasten with all speed you may, and come on 
the spur to me at Ely : we have a gi*eat work on hand, and shall 
need us all to undertake it. May the Lord be with us. — Hasten 
your men. I must see you by to-morrow sunset, as we start next 
day. — From yours, Oliver Cromwell. 
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'Came by the Coloners Music^' so Squire endorses. — For Winceby 
Figbt^ which fallowed on Wednesday next^ see Letters and Speeches, voL L 
pp. 174-7. 

XXIX Home at Ely again ; in want of various domestic requisites^ — a 
drop of mild brandy^ for one. 

To Mr. S. Squire, ai his Quarters, Dereham^ or elsewhere : Haste, 

haste 

Ely, 15th November 164S. 

Sir, — With all speed, on getting this, see Cox; his Quarters 
are at the Fort on the South End. Tell him to send me two 
Culverins, also a small Mortar-piece, with match, powder and shot ; 
also a Gunner and his mates, as 1 need them. 

Buy of Mr. Teryer a case of Strong-waters for me ; — and tell 
the Bailiff to order-on such Volunteers as we can : we need all we 
can get Also get a cask of cured Fish for me. — Do not fail send- 
ing on, with good speed, the Cannons; we stay for them. In 
haste, yours, Ouyer Cromwell. 

XXX. To Mr, S. Squire, ai hu Quarters 

This day, Friday noon, "— Nor. 1643." 

Sir, — Your Letter is more in the Lord General's business than 
mine ; but to serve you am well pleased at all times. I have writ 
to the Captain at Loughborough to mind what he is about : at the 
same time, if your Kinsmen are Papists, I do not not know well 
how I dare go against the Law of Parliament to serve them. I 
have, to oblige you, done so far : Take a Pass, and go over and see 
to this matter, if you are inclined. But I think they, if prudent, 
will get no farther ill. 

I shall want the Blue Parcel of Papers you know of: send them 
by your Music. — Sir, I am your Friend, Oliver Cromwell. 

Squire endorses : ' My Cousin would not leave the Nunnery, so left 
her.' — ^But see next Letter, for a wiser course. 

XXXI. To Mr. S. Squire, at his Quarters, F<^heringay 

Peterborotigh, this day, 9d Dee. 1643. 
Dear Friend, — I think I have heard you say that you had a 
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relation in the Nunnery at Loughborough. Pray, if you love her, 
remove her speedily ; and I send jou a Pass, — as we have orders 
to demolish it, and I must not dispute orders [no I] : — There is one 
of the Andrews' in it ; take her away. Nay give them heed to 
go, if they value themselves. I had rather they did. I like no 
war on women. Pray prevail on all to go, if you can. I shall be 
with you at Oundle in time. — From your Friend, 

Oliver Cromwell. 

Squire has written on the other side : 'Got my Cousin Mary and Miss 
Andrews out, and left them at our house at Thrapstone, with my Aunt, 
same night; and the Troops rode over, and wrecked the Nunnery by 
order of Parliament.' 



XXXII. Some Cathedral or other Church duty come in course; at 
which young Montague, Captain of the St. Neot's Troop, would fain 
hesitate ! Readers may remember Mr. Hitch of Ely, — about a fortnight 
after the date bere.^ 'Monuments of Superstition and Idolatry,' they 
must go : the Act of Parliament, were there nothing more, is express ! 

''To Mr. Squire" 

Chriatmai Eve, "1643." 

Sir, — It is to no use any man's saying he will not do this or 
that. What is to be done is no choice of mine. Let it be suffi- 
cient, it is the Parliament's Orders, and we to obey them. I am 
surprised at Montague to say so. Show him this : if the men are 
not of a mind to obey this Order, I will cashier them, the whole 
Troop. I heed God's House as much as any man : but vanities 
and trumpery give no honour to God, nor idols serve Him ; neither 
do painted windows make man more pious. Let them do as 
Parliament bid them, or else go home, — and then others will be 
less careful to do what we had done [might have done] with judg- 
ment. 

I learn there is 4 Men down with the Sickness, in the St Neot's 
Troop now at March. Let me hear : so ride over, and learn all of 
it. — Sir, I am your Friend, Oliver Cromwell. 

Squire has endorsed : 'They obeyed the Order.' 

1 LtiUrs and Spiukit^ voL i. fk. 179. 
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XXXIII. This Letter^ in my Copy of it, is confidently dated ' Stilton, 
31st July 1643 ' ; but, for two reasons, the date cannot be accepted. First, 
there is a Letter long since printed, which bears date Huntingdon, instead 
of Stilton, with precisely the same day and year, — ^the Letter concerning 
Gainsborough Fight, namely.^ Secondly, in the Letter now before us 
there is allusion to 'Horncastle' or Winceby Fight, which had not 
happened in ^ July,' nor till 11th October following. If for July we read 
Jan^y January 1643-4, there is a better chance of being right 

'* To Audilor Squire" 

StUton, 31flt "January" 1643. 
Dear Sir, — Buy those Horses; but do not give more than 18 
or 20 Pieces each for them : that is enough for Dragooners. 

I will give you 60 Pieces for that black you won at Homcastle 
(if you hold to a mind to sell him), for my Son, who has a mind to 
him. — Dear Sir, I am your Friend, 

Oliver Cromwell. 

1 5 is come in. 

XXXIV. Red coats for the first time I My Correspondent gives the 
following annotation : * I remember, in Journal^ mention of all the East 
men ' (Association men) ' wearing red coats,' horse and foot, to distinguish 
them from the King's men ; and it being used after by the whole Army. 
And I think it was after Marston Battle ;— but the Journal was full of 
the rowes of the men, and corporals' cabals.' 

To Mr. Russell, at his Quarters, Bromley by Bow 

[NodaUataU]'*!^^' 
Sir, — I learn your Troop refuse the new Coats. Say this : Wear 
them, or go home. I stand no nonsense from any one. It is a 
needful thing we be as one in Colour ; much ill having been from 
diversity of clothes, to slaying " of friends by friends." Sir, I pray 
you heed this. Oliver Cromwell. 

XXXV. Comet or Auditor Squire, it would appear by my Correspond- 
ent's recollections of the lost Journal, was promoted to be Lieutenant for 
his conduct in Naseby Fight : ' he afterwards got wounded in Wales or 

1 LttUrs attd S/igck4s, toI. L p. is> ' I^id. vol. L p. 157. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



SQUIRE PAPERS 869 

ComwaU ; place named Turo, I think^' — undoubtedly at Truro in Corn- 
wall^ in the ensuing Autumn. Here, next Spring, 1645-6, while the 
Service is like to be lighter, he decides on quitting the Army altogether. 



To Lieutenant Sqwre, at his QuarUrs, Tavistock : These 

8d March 164& 

Sir, — In reply to the Letter I got this morning from you, — I 
am sorry you '* so " resolve ; for I had gotten you your commission 
as Captain from the Lord General, and waited only your coming 
to give it you. Think twice of this. For I intended your good ; 
as I hope you know my mind thatwise. But so if you will, — I will 
not hinder you. For, thanks be given to God, I trust now all will 
be well for this Nation ; and an enduring Peace be, to God his 
glory and our prosperity. 

Now there is between you and me some reckoning. Now I 
hope to be in London, say in three weeks, if God speed me in this 
matter. Call at the Speaker's, and I will pay you all your due. 
Pray send me a list of the Items, for guide to me [for me to guide']. 
Let me know what I owe your Brother for the Wines he got me 
out of Spain to my mind. — Sir, let me once more wish you " would " 
think over your resolution, that I may serve you. Your Friend, 

Oliver Cromwell. 

Squire, in his idle moments, has executed on this sheet a rude drawing 
of a Pen and Sword ; very rude indeed ; with these words : * Ten to one 
the Feather beats the Iron ' ; that is Squire's endorsement on this his 
last remaining Letter from Oliver ; indicating a nascent purpose, on the 
part of Squire, to quit the Army after all« 



With which nascent purpose, and last Letter, we should so gladly take 
our leave of him and his affairs ; were it not that there still remain, from 
the burnt Journal, certain miscellaneous Scraps, transitory jottings of 
Lists and the like, copied by our Correspondent, — which, tiiough gener- 
aUy of the character of mere opaque ashes, may contain here and there 
some fragment of a burnt bone, once a hero's ; and claim to be included 
in this which may be called the Funeral Urn of the Ironsides, what is left 
to us of them after the fire. These Scraps too, let us hastily shoot them 
in, therefore ; and so end. 

VOL. n. 2 a 
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SCRAPI 

On a Slip of P^per in Squire's hand first, but ending with a line in 
Oliver's : 

Ely, this iSth day of Maidk 164S. 
akk: 

Bi. Keames 
T. AUen 

Wounded: 
P. Jenkins 
P. Prisby 
Tab. Tomlins 
Sh. Wales 

4 horses want new shoes ; 14 bridles want repairs [turm the leaf^ ; 4 
greaves want repair. Paid for Hay for Horses 50 shillings. 
The rest aU weU. 

Saml. S«uib& 
[Bottom qfthe Paper,] 
Sixth Troop to go to Downham. 

o.a 



Sorap2 

My Correspondent says : ^ These Names are written on a sheet of P^per, 
folded, and marked Jroopff^'— probably^ as my Correspondent guesses 
elsewhere, the names of the original Ironside Captains ; well worth pre- 
serving indeed ! 



Cromwell 


Flutter 


Barnard 


Aires 


Stebbings 


Dodsworth 


Berry 


Walton 


Richardson 


Wright 


Campin 


RusseU 


Evanson 


Deane 


White 


Collins 


BuckeU 


Rawlins 


Rainsforth 


Larance 


Sidne (Algernon}) 


Ckrke 


Wanton 


Cromwell^ H. 


LawseU 


Walden 


CromweU, 0. (Junior) 


Freshwater 


Jones 


Ireton 


Woolward 


WhaUey 


Rich 


Spriggs 


Cook 


Montague (Sandwich) 


Sheppherd 


Fountain 


Cults 


Fairside 


Norton (idle Dick) 


Chambers. 


Weston 


Langley 
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Scraps 
Names written on a Paper marked ' St Neot's Troop.' 
Speechley Wauton, V. (Valentine, young Wal- 

Tebbutt {the Saddler f in Scrap 7) ton, killed at MarstonnMoor f) 
Wright Russell, John 

Ellis Cromwell, Rd. {idle Richard I) 

Barnard Cromwell, Thos. 

Hunt Montague 

Pickering Halles, Ambrose 

Dawson Andres 

Butler Spencer, Junr. 

Cox 



Sorap4 

On a Sheet in Squire's hand : 

The Names of those who joined us at Siege of Lynn, and came riding 
in full armed, and went into our second regiment ; and who left us, 
many of them, after Marston Fight, on fancies of conscience, and turned 
Quackers {Q^aker9); — and suchlike left us at Newmarket, and went 
home with the Eastmen's foot, to garrison Lynn and Yarmouth. 



No. 1 



Allen, Robert 

Ames, Simeon 

Anger, Josua 

Beales, Constantino 

Beart, Hiram 

Bullard, Octavius 

Ball, Frank 

Buddery, Isaac S 

Breckenham, Edward 

Complin {or Camplin), Judah 

Camon, Joseph 

Cornish, Caleb 

Dunton, SamL 

Dormer, James 

Downeing, SamL 

Daynes, Danyel 

Eccles, Thomas (music) 

Elsegood, Zachary 

Ellis, John 

Fuller, Jacob 



Fydeman, John 
Fyncham, Saul 
Fenn, Aaron 
Goodwyn, Robert 
Gc^ey, Symon 
Greenwood, Japhet 
Goss, Jacques 
Hutcherson, Levi 
Hewet, Jacob 
Hunt, Isaiah 
Howard, Timon 
Jeunes le, Jonathan S 
Kinge, Philip 
Kiddell, Mores 
Kett, Reuben S 
Kett, Aminadab 
Keckwicke, Josiah 
Lowger, Thos. Christian 
Munck, Wm. 
Myleham, Henry 
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Matthewman^ Thomas 
Mason^ Alwyn 
Mylum^ Abraham C 
Medcalf^ Leonard C 
Mayhew, Hezekiah 
Neave^ Aram 
Neale^ Jacques 
Northen^ Chrigtian 
Osbom^ Zatthu 
Price^ Ahimelech 
Panke^ Sheckaniah 
Pike^ Henry 
Patterson^ Paul 
Roe, Tobias C 
Ransom, Icheil (or Jebeil) 
Roe, Zechariah 
Rust, Christian 
Rose, Selah 
Read, Price Stephen 
Reeve, Manna 
Soames, Aaron, Major 
Stangroom, Eleazer 
Sheringham, Walter 
Shepperd, Charles 
Sharpen, Jacobus 
Snell, Robert 
Starlhi, Edward 
Sewell, Samuel 
Swann, Josua S 



Thurton, Wm. Valentine 
Todd, Stephen 
miet, Ishmael 
Taylor, Vilellius 
Tizack, Christopher 
Tuby, Zered 
Toll, Israel 
Vickers, John 
Vankamp, Hubert 
Ward, Willm. 
Waymour, Wm. 
Wharle, Nicholas 
Weeds, Amphilius 
Woods, John C 
Waters, Bartolemew 
Waddelow, Philip 
Weasey, John 
Wilkerson, Wnu 
Willemons, Gabriel 
Wasey, Antoney 
Waynford, Antony 
Youngs, Francis 
Yewell, Gordon 
Ypres, Cornelius 
Yabbs, Peter 
YeweUs, Christian 
Youngman, Gregory 
Yeames, Robert 
Yorkshire, Samuel 



[^ 1 suppose S and C means Sergeants and Corporals.' — CorreipandenL'] 



Allwurd Promise 
Cladius Batson 
Gilead Barker 
Valentine Barker 
Henricus Clarke 
Alec Caulfield 
James Culling 
Sim Cross 
Zack Dulwick 



No. 2 

Alfred Damant 
Kesiah Dannell 
Joshua Flint 
Mathias Fox 
WiUGowan 
Paul Hales (or Halls 
Septimus Lefranc 
Richard Lome 
Peter A« Money 



Israel Meeks 
Will Martin 
John Mills 
Cristr. Mead 
Robert Mead 
Hall Markston 
Fred. Mallet 
Mark Nicholls 
Egbert Oaks 
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Cfdeb Pede 
David Pascal 
John Pulfrey 
Amos Pull 
Pious Stone 
Walter Smidt 
Ludwig Smidt 
Julius Stannard 



DanL Staffort 
Natl. Steele 
James Thompson 
Jos. Watts 
Malec Wats 
Je'sophat Wames 
Henry Willson 
Saul Wensun 



Oliver Weston 
Isachar Watts 
Thos. Zobell 
Adolff ZobeU 
Shem Quarles 
John Yellows 
Alfred Love 
Simeon Waite 



'To these names nothing farther is written^ beyond names of their 
Troops. I have written them alphabetically from my list, which is not so 
arranged.' (Note by my CwreepondenU) 



SORAP 5 

'These are written on a Strip of Paper was enclosed in a Letter.' 



{Correspondent) 










OC. DC. 


RC. 


HC. 


Ireton 


Cole 


HC. JC. 


VW. 


D. 


Rawlings 


York 


A. B. 


B. 


J. 


Rainsboro 


Mewbum 




R. 




CasUe 
White 
Husbands 


Prisby 
Moesop 



' Copied as they stood in the original Paper. About the treasure going 
to London' (see antea^ No. 16); 'and I tiunk, from the contents, took 
[had taken\ College treasure.' {Correspondent) 



Scrap 6 

'List of Names written on a Paper marked Hearty. I have written 
them alphabeticaUy for convenience, but they were not so in the Original' 
{Correspondent) 



Alister 




Castles 


Chambers, W. 


Barnard, 


J. 


Chambers, J. 


Cox 


Butler 




Compton 


Castel 


Boyle 




Carter 


Cole 


Biglande 




Claypol 


Chapman 


Boucher 




Collins 


Cromwell, 0. senr. 


Bussey 




Clarke 


Cromwell, R. 


Berry 




Campin 


Cromwell, Thos. 


Buckel 




Cooke 


Cromwell, 0. junr. 


Barnard^ 


R. 


Cutts 


Cromwell, Richd. 
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Cromwell^ Henry 


Jones 


RusseU, F. 


Desborow 


John 


Reynolds 


Desborow 


Kincome 


Rainsforth 


Deane, H. 


Knightley * 


Richardson, J. 


Deane, R. 


XiOmmen 


Rawllngea 


Dinch 


Lawsell 


Rich 


Dodsworth 


Langley 


Aysoogh 


DawBon, T. 


MouUe 


Reachlouf 


Dawson^ S. 


Mewbum 


Steward 


Dawson^ H. 


Montague 




Everard, B. 


Montague^ H. 


Stebbings 


Everard, R. 


Marten 


Sidney 


Everson 


Masham 


Speechley 


Ellis 


Larance 


Squire 


Freahwater 


Ayscouw 


Tebbut 


Fardde 


Montague 


Thornton 


Flutter 


Norton 


Warters 


Frisby 


Neale 


Walls 


Fiacher 


Neve 


Wauton, V. 


Garland 


Nelson 


Whally 


Hodgee 


Ord 


Whitston 


Halles 


Poulton 


Wright 


Hunt 


PoweU 


White 


Hobbard 


Pye 


Walden 


Holland 


Pickerin 


Woolward 


Hewitson 


Pede 


Weston 


Hawkins 


Ayres 


Walton 


Henderson 


Richardson^ R. 


Wauton, J. 


Hunt 


Rose 


Walden 


Hart 


Rawlen 


Wright 


Handley 


Reede 


Wames 


Isham 


Ricketts 


White 


Ingoldsby 


Russell, J. 


Vanderay 


Ingolsby 


Ireton 


York 


Ireton^ J. 


Russell, R. 


Yewson 



'These several Lists are aU that I copied; but I think the List 3 
(Scrap 2 as given here) 'contains names of the original Captains [a»id 
8ub€Utem9] of Troops in the Ironsides ; but I cannot say for certain. The 
large List' (Scrap 4) 'was too far gone to touch, as it was perfectly red 
with damp, and rotten ; so was burnt These were in Letters and odd 
Papers. I have no others copied that I can find in my travelling Writing- 
desk ; so suppose they are all I took.' (OorreipandenU) 
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Scrap? 
' Written on a Letter^ and marked Settled,' 



Settled. 
Collonel O. Cromwell 
Ca [Captain] J. Des- 

boro** 
Leutenant V. Wanton 
Cornet E. Whally 
Qr. Mr. R. Everard 



Corporals: 
Cornelius Vanderay 
Zodmus Rose [the Drill- 
Corporal: Letter No. 4] 
Thomas Fischer 
Trumpets : 
Levi Allister [your Mu- 

9i4!f] 

Thos. Kincome 



(Correepondent.) 
Clerk: 
SamL Squire [Sel/f] 

Saddeler: 
J. Tebbutt 

Chirugeon: 
81. Moule 

Farrier: 
Rd. Richardson. 



Scraps 
'Memorandums on a Piece of Paper/ in Squire's hand, 'copied by 
me verbatim.' (Correspondent) 
Buried near the Vestrey : 

50 horses shot to the death. 

40 horses soreley wounded. 



Enoch Soames 
John Purfis 
Simeon Wildes 
John Liffel 
Benjamin Waster 
Noah Richardson 
Seth Richardson 
Levi Richardson 
Cornelius Van (Est 
Caspar Dorflein 
Shot to the Death at Oanesborow, 

[turns the leaf] 

£160 10 4{ 

Note for its due payt secured by CoL O.C 
604 19 6 
160 10 Ji_ 



SO men wounded soreley, yet 

can Ride. 
10 unabel to Ride. 

Lent for the use of the Parle- 
ment to pay the Souldiers. Hay 
and Com 

£160 10 4{ 



666 


9 10| 




Lentto 




#. 


Hiram Dawson 




10 


Capn. Desboro' 




60 


Colenl. Cromwell 




£10 


A new Cravatt 




7 


A new Spurrs 




6 


A feather for my Basnet 


2 



A new Staffe for y* Coloures 



£14 4 6 

1 4 

14 6 10 
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Scrap 9 

Squire's Conspectus of the * St Neofs Troop ' is to be seen in Scrap 3. 
Captain Montague obtained Commission to raise a regiment of his own, 
'on the 20th August 1643/ says Collins ^— which I think, as ^ 20th August' 
was a Sundayy can hardly have been the exact day ! However, raise a 
regiment he did, and even regiments ; and here is Note of the first of 
them, — ^in Squire's handwriting : 



Walter [his name ille- 
gible] 
John Palmer 
Saul Cobbham 
Martin Saul 
Wolsey Clarke 
Stephen Willis 



Joined Montague's Landers 



Wm. Partrige 
Collins Collins 
John Skipon 
Walter Ileachlous 
John Evanson 
Wm. Ellis 
Henry Johnson 



Gabriel Womac 
Lemuel Gilbert 
Charles Hurst \pr Harst] 
Wnu Waters 

May 24, 1644. 



EapUcit Squirus noster; as all things do end ! Some three other Notes, 
written in abstruse cipher, and two of them bearing what I take to be 
Oliver's occult signature, and plainly Squire's address, — ^these I keep 
back, as too abstruse for any printer or any reader. And herewith let us 
close the Funeral Urn of the Ironsides, with its burnt bones of heroes, 
and ashes of mere wood ; and, with deathless regrets against my Unknown 
Correspondent, and for the present some real thankfulness to Heaven, 
wash our hands of this melancholy afiair. 

T. Carltul 
Lond<m,9dNov.'iM!, 

1 Peerage (1741X ^* 'Bs. 
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